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Please Note:

SATURDAY
CONFESSIONS
take place in the

church from

8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

PASTOR

Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju
frjay@johnxxiii.net
PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Jimmy Pham
friimmy@johnxxiii.net
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net
DEACONS

Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

SEMINARIAN: Lam Vo
lam@johnxxiii.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:

A priest is on call 7 days a week,
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973

Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT:
You are encouraged to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick before

being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:

St. Columbkille
239-489-3973

Health Park & Hope Hospice

St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161

Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818

Select Hospital

LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831

Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital

and Health & Rehab Center

BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

PRAYING THE ROSARY:

7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7:00am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:

MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)

7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday) % 382m % 288”‘ \l\//lvor& Tue Thurs Fr)
5:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Sunday) 8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

C%J/J/ %@Mfé&/&&

MONDAY, JUNE 30
e 8:00 AM t Jack Walsh by JoAnne Walsh

TUESDAY, JULY 1
e 8:00 AM T Dale & Gene Perkins by Donald & Sherron Perkins

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2
e 8:00 AM t Carl Brightman by The Brightman Family

THURSDAY, JULY 3
e 8:00 AM t Robert Myers by Susan & Frank Pappa

FRIDAY, JULY 4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY
e 8:00 AM T Anthony Keiper by Carrie Krickovich

SATURDAY, JULY 5
e 8:00 AM t James & Phyllis Benham by The Family
e 4:00 PM t Lillie Santanello by Stella McCaffrey

SUNDAY JULY 6
7:15 AM t Richard Graver by Michael & Maureen Dolan
9:15 AM T William J. Becker, Sr. by Diane Harlyvetch
11:15 AM ¥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
1:30 PM t Ramona Marianela Gamarra

by Yonela Sarmiento - Spanish Mass
e 5:00PM * Paul & Maria - Viethamese Mass

*x**MASS INTENTIONS UPDATE*

The 2026 MASS Intentions Book WILL BE OPEN AUGUST 1 in
the Parish Office. Availability includes four intentions (two
weekend Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per
registered family. There is another option of “Unannounced
Masses” which is given by a retired or priest DOV.

JULY 6, 2025 - SUNDAY READINGS

+ 1ST READING ACTS 12:1-11

+  PSALM PSALM 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
«  2ND READING 2 TIMOTHY 4 6-8, 17-18
+ GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:13-19

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
FRIDAY, JULY 4 - Independence Day

PLEASE NOTE: The St. Luke Adoration Chapel
will be open 8:30am - 6:00pm

St. John XXIII Thrift Store: CLOSED

. — A

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245

Maintenance
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245

Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant

Ellen Januszkiewicz
ellen@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Bulletin Editor

Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Music Director

John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Youth Ministry

Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-3022

Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097

15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

PLC Coordinator

Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245




June 29, 2025

The
St. John XXIlI
Pastor

Fr. G

Dear Friends,

Happy Independence Day! When we greet others ‘Happy July 4th’, it is not
just a day to celebrate. The freedom, rights, glory, wealth and sovereignty
that we enjoy in our country are the gifts of God through the hard work of
our forefathers. They are still to be preserved, protected and promoted to
the future generations with our responsible commitment and actions. Let
us especiallyrememberand commemorate our forefathers who established
this beautiful country with the values reflected in our Constitution.

Last week, we celebrated the Solemnity of ‘Corpus Christi’, the Holy
Eucharist as the source of Catholic faith. This week, we celebrate the feast
of two important figures, Peter and Paul, who were directly chosen to be
the foundation of our church by Jesus, Himself; one during His short lifetime
in this earthly world and the other after His death and resurrection. Both
Peter and Paul gave their lives as martyrs in Rome, the center of power in
that era of time.

The power of the Catholic faith was founded on the rock, Peter. This “rock”
is not simply the temporal power of the Catholic Church but rather the
strength of values that it stands for. In the challenging situation of values
being rocked, the Church needs to stand for the Truth that comes from
Jesus. Such convictions have incurred life sacrifices in the past, starting
from Peter and Paul.

Our faith and patriotism can only flourish with enduring hardships and
sacrifices. We have the duty to pass on faith and freedom to our future
generations. The American values are based on the words that appear on

Z/;J our currency: IN GOD WE TRUST!

o

' God Bless America, ® Reading 1: Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11
L A Fr. Jay Raju

e Reading 2: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

- e Gospel: Matthew 16:13-19
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PRAYER

Friday, July 4th, 2025

God of justice and truth, we ask
Your blessing on our nation.

Thank You for the freedoms we enjoy,
especially those we take for granted.

Thank You for the diversity of our
people and enlarge our capacity for
tolerance and mutual respect.

As we celebrate our independence
as a sovereign nation, may we also
celebrate our independence.

Make us mindful of the blessings of
our rich and abundant land.

May Your gracious Spirit inspire
us to work together to meet the
challenges of our times.

With all our hope, faith, and trust in
You, we pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

G@&@y&?/ o%&/

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:
Marlene LaRose Lucy Sloan
Gary Neubauer Marilyn Dittrich

Laura Ford Celeste Kane

Braden O’Halloran Tony Fransway

Steve Lane Cole McGinnis

Cynthia & William Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
Sandy Szymanski Carol Quid

Jackie Ryall Paul Bock

Marie Boutwell George Flaherty Sr.
Anakaren & Baby Castillo Ed & Jan Rybczyk

The Cooper Family Kelly Roper
Linda Barnas Brian Collins
MaryAnne McDowell Vicki DiVona

Dahlia Garcia
Letizia Novarese
James Hickey
Kathleen Kelmer
Bryce Smedley
Linda Bissett
Linda Anderson

Baby Lenox Switalski
Alaster Steven
Rosanne Meade

Sue Mancione

John Ryan

Bill Trefzer

Maggie Watson

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month.
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to
the prayer book in the Narthex.

The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

@%v/ww}y %w& c-%wJ e

You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week.
Please inquire in the parish office.

@@Ww for Stomal OCZ%'/g
Life is changed, not ended. ‘

Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord! ~
Deceased Parishioners of St. John XXIlII

Tabornacte Gandle

In Honor of:  Mary McMenemon
Requested by: Tom McMenemon
& Clare Mannion

CREDIT CARD POLICY:

We MUST request that any credit card
transactions made at St. John XXIIl be a
minimum of $25. Thank You!
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@y ST. JonN XXIII

;’ Catholic Church
Weekly Calendar ¢

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER '*““J)

Monday, June 30

e Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm

Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
Pilgrim Confession: 11:15am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel

Tuesday, July 1

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm

Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am

Bereavement: PLC/St. Michael - 1:30pm

Pilgrim Confession: 5:15pm/Pilgrim Mass: 6pm - Chapel
Pilgrim Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6:30pm
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 7pm

AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Wednesday, July 2

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm

Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
Pilgrim Confession: 11:15am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel

Thursday, July 3

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am

Adoration Chapel open 8:30am-6pm

Pilgrim Confession: 11:15am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm

Rooted Ages 18-35: PLC/Martha & St. Mary - 7pm
Rooted Young Families: PLC/St. Susanna - 7pm

Friday, July 4 - Independence Day

e PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

THRIFT STORE CLOSED

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
1st Friday Adoration: Church - 8:30am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm
with Overnight Adoration from 6pm-8am
Pilgrim Confession: 11:15am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
e Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm

Saturday, July 5

Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Benediction/Adoration/Confession after 8am Mass
Adoration Chapel open 10am - 3:30pm

First Saturday Devotions: Main Hall - 10:30am
Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm

Birthday Blessings After Mass

Sunday, July 6

7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am
Birthday Blessings After Masses

Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am
Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel -
Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
Vietnamese Mass: Church - 5pm

10:30am

| WELCOME |
Now Fvishionesns

Yakairis A. Lopez Sandoval

Wilberto Lopez Sandoval & Yahaira Rosario
Omar Hernandez & Genesis Montes
Kevin Chacon & Andrea Hurtado

Carlten Lee & Gwendolyn Penoyer

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, July 13, 2025 after
the 11:15am Mass.

Registering at St. John XXIIl is a declaration of your desire to be
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know
your email address or you can even update it on the parish
website: www.johnxxiii.net

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket.

Oy (%/Mwy Fovsonmel

PFC Bryan Bard

Sean Ball

Major Bart Boma

Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi

M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet

Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman

Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak

PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem

Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army

2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force

| PAGES |

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force

Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN

Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC

Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army

Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

Sean Dryhurst US Navy

Lt. Amanda Macaluso

Anthony An Schroeder,

11 Bravo Infantry

Derrick Hambling, Army
Airborne Infantry

Maj. Paige Blevins USAF

Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN
Andrew Duffy, USSF

A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC
Sarah Lambert, USAF

1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF

1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy

PFC Abner Casiano, US Army Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
Lt. Colonel Ken Hussey

Lt. Com. Zachary Gagis



STS. PETER
AND PAUL

June 29th

¥

™ )

On June 29 the Church celebrates the feast
day of Sts. Peter & Paul. As early as the year
258, there is evidence of an already lengthy
tradition of celebrating the solemnities of both
Saint Peter and Saint Paul on the same day.
Together, the two saints are the founders of the
See of Rome, through their preaching, ministry
and martyrdom there.

Peter, who was named Simon, was a fisherman
of Galilee and was introduced to the Lord Jesus
by his brother Andrew, also a fisherman. Jesus
gave him the name Cephas (Petrus in Latin),
which means ‘Rock,” because he was to become
the rock upon which Christ would build His
Church.

Peter was a bold follower of the Lord. He was the
first to recognize that Jesus was “the Messiah,
the Son of the living God,” and eagerly pledged
his fidelity until death. In his boldness, he also
made many mistakes, however, such as losing
faith when walking on water with Christ and
betraying the Lord on the night of His passion.

Yet despite his human weaknesses, Peter was
chosen to shepherd God’s flock. The Acts of the
Apostles illustrates his role as head of the Church
after the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ.
Peter led the Apostles as the first Pope and
ensured that the disciples kept the true faith.

St. Peter spent his last years in Rome, leading
the Church through persecution and eventually
being martyred in the year 64. He was crucified
upside-down at his own request, because he
claimed he was not worthy to die as his Lord.

He was buried on Vatican hill, and St. Peter’s
Basilica is built over his tomb.

St. Paul was the Apostle of the Gentiles. His
letters are included in the writings of the New

Testament, and through them we learn much
about his life and the faith of the early Church.

Before receiving the name Paul, he was Saul,
a Jewish pharisee who zealously persecuted
Christians in Jerusalem. Scripture records
that Saul was present at the martyrdom of St.
Stephen.

Saul’s conversion took place as he was on his
way to Damascus to persecute the Christian
community there. As he was traveling along the
road, he was suddenly surrounded by a great
light from heaven. He was blinded and fell off
his horse. He then heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
He answered: “Who are you, Lord?” Christ
said: “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”

Saul continued to Damascus, where he was
baptized and his sight was restored. He took the
name Paul and spent the remainder of his life
preaching the Gospel tirelessly to the Gentiles
of the Mediterranean world.

Paul was imprisoned and taken to Rome, where
he was beheaded in the year 67.

He is buried in Rome in the Basilica of St. Paul
Outside the Walls.

In a sermon in the year 395, St. Augustine
of Hippo said of Sts. Peter and Paul: “Both
apostles share the same feast day, for these
two were one; and even though they suffered
on different days, they were as one. Peter went
first, and Paul followed. And so we celebrate
this day made holy for us by the apostles’ blood.
Let us embrace what they believed, their life,
their labors, their sufferings, their preaching,
and their confession of faith.”
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PARIsH Lire CENTER

GUIDELINES
Treat Our PLC with TLC

REGISTRATION:

e Submit a registration form and have it approved by
authorized staff to reserve a requested space and be
added to the parish calendar.

SAFETY

Take care of yourself and be respectful of others.
Document and report all accidents or injuries to a
parish staff member.

e At least one authorized, trained kitchen user must be
present. You must be at least 15 years old to be in the
kitchen, unless special permission has been granted by
authorized staff.

e All spills or trip hazards are to be contained and
corrected. Report maintenance or repair needs.

e The stages are reserved for speakers, performers, and
authorized personnel. Always keep children safe and
off the stage.

M

When having a meeting in one of the flex rooms,
please DO NOT move any of the panels/walls. Those
are to be moved by trained staff for security purpos-
es. If you need a smaller room than what is provided
please advise when requesting the room for your
meeting. Also if any tables or chairs are moved
please return everything back to where it goes.

e C(Classrooms are food-free zones. No food or drinks are
allowed in the five stand-alone classrooms.

UPKEEP:

e Keep walls, windows, and doors free of decorations.
Free-standing banners, easels, and portable walls are
available for approved requests.

e Table decorations are allowed, including weighted
balloons. All decorations must be removed during
event clean-up.

e Only floor cord protectors, not tape, are to be used for
extension cords.

e Refrain from placing feet on walls.

CLEAN UP:

e Return the PLC to pristine condition after your event. All
trash must be removed.

e Tables/chairs must be returned to original placement.
¢ Do not leave extra items without staff approval.

TECHNOLOGY:

¢ Air conditioning and heating will be controlled only by
authorized staff.

e Audio/visual equipment is to be operated by autho-
rized and properly trained personnel.
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SPECIAL

Jabéilee CELEBRATIONS

Mondays, Wednesdays
Thursdays & Fridays:

e 11:15am - 11:45am Confessions
e 12pm(Noon) Pilgrim Mass

Please Note: The Adoration Chapel is
open until 6:00pm during the week but
closed at 3:45pm on Wednesdays.

Tuesdays:
e 5:15pm - 5:45pm Confessions

® 6:00pm Mass
e 6:30 Adoration
e 7:00pm Benediction

We have selected 9 locations around our campus
to be prayer sites so that visitors to our parish
community can truly make a pilgrimage. We are
so excited to share this news with you and to
begin preparing for this incredible honor for our
parish community. More details will be shared as
we are able to finalize plans.

1. Relics in the Church: St John
XXIIl and St. Maria Goretti

2. St. Gerard Majella: Patron Saint
of Fertility & Pregnancy

3. St. Patrick’s Patio

4. Vietnamese Martyrs Memorial

5. Memorial Garden

6. St. Michael the Archangel Statue

7. The Grotto of Our Lady of
Guadalupe

8. Rosary Walk
9. Adoration Chapel



DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:

myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app
store for myparish. You can also text the word |

“APP” to 88202!

ﬁ flocknote

STAY CONNECTED and get UPDATES!
Scan the QR code or sign up at:
StJohnXXIllICommunity.flocknote.com

JULY 5-6
1st Weekend of the Month

Birthday Blessings

take place once a month
after Mass every first
weekend of the month.

JULY 12-13
2nd Weekend of the Month
Anniversary Blessings

take place once a month
every second weekend.

The blessing after the
homily will be dedicated
to anyone celebrating an
anniversary that month.
Parishioners can just
stand in place.

SCAN ME DAY CAMP at Our Lady of Light

MONTHLY

C@?/ww’/gyy
REMINDER

JULY 7 - 11, 2025 | 8AM-2PM
REGISTRATION FEE per family

o $75 -1 child
o $125-2 children
* $200 - 3 children
$250 - 4 or more children

For more details, contact:
debbie@ourladyoflight.com

EVENING CAMP at S§t. John XXIII
JULY 7 - 10, 2025 | 6:30-8:30PM

REGISTRATION FEE

o $25 - Attendee —

$45 - 2 Attendee’s OEERtAO)
same family *;!3'1,‘13’*;.1.5“-‘1;

« $60 - 3 Attendee’s =g ; g 2
same family = "u'ﬁ?f%ﬁzﬁ

o $75 - 4 Attendee’s s g R
same family

o $0 - St.John XXIlI Youth
Council Members

For more details, contact: kelly@johnxxiii.net

| PAGES |
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Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Rooted at St. John XXIlI

Visit our Rooted Facebook page for more information or
join our Flocknote contact group: https://StlohnXXIllI
Community.flocknote.com/Rooted2024-2025

by Susan Vogt: www.SusanVogt.net

EGO-FRIENDLY

TIPS AND TRICKS

Rooted Young Families
(children welcome)

e THURSDAY, JULY 3
7pm PLC/St. Susanna

Rooted 18-35
e THURSDAY, JULY 3

7pm PLC/St. Martha/Mary while you’re out and about
Confirmation Program PLASTIC FREE JULY
Registration for 2025-26 Season will open July 1 Learn about this global movement that will help
Please commit to all dates before registering: 8/24, 9/14, millions of people be part of the solution to plastic
10/26, 11/9,12/7, 1/11, 2/1, 3/8, 4/12 pollution, so we can have cleaner streets, oceans,

and beautiful communities. Be part of Plastic Free

Gospel Talks for Teens July by choosing to refuse single-use plastics:

Registration for 2025-26 Season will open July 1. www.plasticfreejuly.org

Dates include: 9/21, 9/28, 11/14, 11/21, 1/18, 1/25, 2/1, ) .

2/15, 2/22, 3/22, 3/29, 4/19, 4/26, 5/3 TAKE THE CHALLENGE: Our weekly emails during
July help to keep you motivated! Enjoy stories

Middle School Youth Group from our participants and other news from our

Registration for 2025-26 Season will open July 1 global movement. Together we can make a differ-

Dates include: 8/24, 9/3, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8, ence and be a part of the solution.

10/22, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 12/3, 12/10, 1/7, 1/14, www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/

1/21,1/28,2/4,2/11,2/18, 2/25, 3/ 4,3/25,4/8, 4/15, 4/22

Youth Council

Mission Statement: Challenge and equip children of God
with the tools to inspire and disciple others while giving
a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and grow with

the St. John XXIIl community. Lauge M(TWLP/V\/'L—-'

Youth Summer Events

iage?
ok like in marriage?

Camp Veritas 6/11-6/15 in Lake Placid Florida What does Independence D;y V,vohatever you want? O{
Vacation Bible School 6/23-6/27 Crew Leaders Needed es it mean being free to do e vinterdependent’,
Totus Tuus Summer Nights 7/7-7/10 D haps it’s closer to d helping

r
course not. Pe
knowing your strengths an

each other out.

ses an
at Our Lady of Light d weaknes

Volunteer Opportunities

Scan this code with your mobile device
photo app to be directed to the sign
up genius webpage for opportunities
to volunteer.

by Susan Vogt: www.SusanVogt.net
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Golobrating NDEPENDENCE ey

by: Nick Rabiipour - The Catholic Company

July 4this the national celebration of our Nation’s independence. As we celebrate
let us remember to pray that God will strengthen and bless America and make
our nation a haven of liberty and justice for all - born and unborn.

How are we as Catholic Christians and Americans supposed to celebrate this
great day? John Adams, one of the Founding Fathers of our country, wrote this
about how to celebrate the fourth of July:

“It ought to be commemorated as the Day of Deliverance by solemn Acts of
Devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with parades, picnics
food, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires and fireworks from one end of this
continent to the other from this time forward forever more.”

Well, let’s see how we’re doing in celebrating the fourth of July the way one
of the greatest Founders envisioned. Parades? Check. Picnic? Check. Sports?
Backyard games count, right? Check. Bonfires? Check. Fireworks? Double check.
Solemn Acts of Devotions to God Almighty? Um . ..l don’t know about you, but
| don’t typically live up to that calling on the Fourth of July.

But, John Adams set an example for us. After everything’s said and done, we
owe God more than anyone else for what occurred 246 years ago. In fact, the
most famous part of the Declaration of Independence explicitly points to God as
the source of our freedom:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

There are many ways to honor God on this special day. Perhaps you can read
a passage from the Catholic Bible with your family to kick off the festivities, or
pray a family rosary with the special intention for our political leaders and our
country’s future.

Not our parents, or politicians, or government, are the source of our most
important rights. Only God. As the source of our rights, He deserves the highest
praise, honor, and glory on Independence Day and every day.

WISHING YOU A BLESSED

] nc[epenc[ence @ag

"Now the Lord is the Spirit, where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”

-1 JOHN 3:16
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fT\* ST. Jon XXII

\ Catholic Church
Weekly Fmoncmls

_

6-22-25 6-23-24 Difference
Offertory $20,240.22 S$22,026.16 ($1,785.94)
Building Fund  $1,095.00 $920.00 $175.00
Total $21,335.22  $22,946.16 ($1,610.94)
Mass Attendance 2070 2441
Registered Families 3790 3593

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”

2025 Catholic Faith Appeal - NO UPDATE

2025 Goal $512,000.00
Pledge S455,487.64
Payments $388,696.03

gP[arming Q%sz Will

Remember St. John XXII|

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.

The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of S or % of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXl Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by

you and your attorney. ‘V
Al \Q) ‘{LS W

L’l];

b

For more information,
qguestions, or wish to
consider a gift annuity
or trust for St. John
XXl Catholic Church,
then please email: —

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

GIVING TO THE CFA
Through a Qualified
Charitable Distribution

In 2020 the law changed, requiring those 72 years
old or older to begin taking a required minimum
distribution (RMD) from their individual retirement
account (IRA). However, only those who will turn
70% (born on or after July 1, 1949) in 2020 or later
may wait until age 72 to begin taking required
distributions. If you are currently receiving RMDs
(or should be) because you are over age 70%, you
must continue taking these RMDs.

FOR TRADITIONAL ACCOUNTS THIS
INCOME IS TAXABLE!

To avoid paying taxes on this income while also
meeting the obligation of the RMD, you may desig-
nate the distribution as a gift directly from the IRA
custodian to the CFA. You can donate up to $100,000
and married couples can donate up to $200,000 if
the spouse has a separate IRA.

Help lower your tax burden while making a GIFT OF
HOPE to those in your community!

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT

Matching gifts are a type of
corporate philanthropy that
allows donors giving smaller
donations the opportunity to
maximize the impact of their
donation on an organization.

DOUBLE YOUR

" IMPACT

In a matching gifts program, a company donates to
a nonprofit organization in response to one of their
employees giving a gift.

These gifts can range in maximum sizes and ratio,
but many companies will match an employee’s do-
nation at a 1:1 ration, starting at $25. Retirees and/
or spouses may also qualify.

To find out if your company offers a matching gift
program, please visit:

https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-de-
partments/stewardship-and-development/
matching-gifts/
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DAMAGED

Through July 6
JUNE 30 THROUGH JULY 6 The Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree will

be collecting worn or damaged American

The Knights of Columbus Council 13624, will be flags at the church for proper retirement.
hosting the Nationwide Sacred Heart Icon from
June 30 to July 6. The Icon with prayer cards,
will reside in the Adoration Chapel during this to the designated collection bin located in

l'imeframe.and will then be transferred to the the Narthex beginning Saturday, June 28
church main Altar for Masses on the weekend through July 6.

of July 5-6.

For more information on the pilgrimage icon
program, visit:

If you have a flag that is no longer in suit-
able condition for display, please bring it

Your participation helps ensure these flags
are retired with the honor and respect
they deserve.
www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-

action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html 5M (yau

FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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All Americans should be given this lesson. Those who
think that America is an arrogant nation should really
reconsider that thought. Our founding fathers used GOD’s
word and teachings to establish our Great Nation and it is
high time Americans get re-educated about our Nation’s
history.

Be proud of the country we live in and even more proud
of those who serve to protect our "GOD GIVEN" rights and
freedoms.

Take the time to read this. To understand what the flag
draped coffin really means when the flag is laid upon it
and is surrendered to so many widows and widowers.

Do you know that at military funerals the 21-gun salute
stands for the sum of the numbers in the year 17767

Have you ever noticed the honor guard pays meticulous
attention to correctly folding the United States of America
flag 13 times? You probably thought it was to symbolize
the original 13 colonies but here is its significance:

THE 1ST FOLD of the flag is a symbol of life.
THE 2ND FOLD is a symbol of the belief in eternal life.

THE 3RD FOLD is made in honor and tribute of the veteran
departing our ranks, and who gave a portion of his or her
life for the defense of our country to attain peace.

THE 4TH FOLD exemplifies our weaker nature as citizens
trusting in God; it is to Him we turn for His divine guidance.

THE 5TH FOLD is an acknowledgment to our country, for
in the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our country, in dealing
with other countries, may she always be right, but it is still
our country, right or wrong.”

THE 6TH FOLD is for where our hearts lie. It is with our
heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America, and to the republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.

THE 7TH FOLD is a tribute to our armed forces, for it is
through the armed forces that we protect our country and
our flag against all enemies.

THE 8TH FOLD is a tribute to the one who entered into
the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the
light of day, and to honor our mother, for whom it flies on
Mother’s Day.

THE 9TH FOLD is an honor to womanhood, for it has
been through their faith, love, loyalty, and devotion that
the character of the men and women who have made this
country great have been molded.

THE 10TH FOLD is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given
his sons and daughters for the defense of our country
since he or she was first-born.

THE 11TH FOLD represents in the eyes of Hebrew citizens,
the lower portion of the seal of King David and King
Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.

THE 12TH FOLD represents in the eyes of a Christian
citizen, an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes,
God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE 13TH FOLD or when the flag is completely folded,
the stars are uppermost reminding them of their nations
motto, "In God We Trust."

After the flagis completely folded and tucked in, it takes on
the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the
soldiers who served under General George Washington,
and the Sailors and Marines who served under Captain
John Paul Jones, who were followed by their comrades
and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States,
preserving for them the rights, privileges and freedoms
they enjoy today.

May God protect us always. One Nation, under God, with
liberty and justice for all!
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SUNDAY, JULY 13
In the Church - 2:15am Mass

MASS WITH
CONTEMPORARY

MUSIC .t

All ages are welcome to praise the Lord at our next
monthly Contemporary Mass on Sunday, July 13 at
9:15am in the church. This Mass will now take place
every 2nd Sunday of the month.

Music will be uplifting praise and worship songs
played by our modern ensemble and accessible
through your smart phone (see QR code below).

If you would like to be involved as a musician, please
contact, Gaby Frei at bethany@johnxxiii.net or
John Renfroe at musicdirector@johnxxiii.net




FIRST SATURDAY
DEVOTIONS

LIVING
THE MESSAGE
OF FATIMA

EVERY 1ST SATURDAY
10:30am - 12pm (noon)
Parish Life Center
Main Hall

All Ages Welcome!

Would you like to be a soldier for Our Lady?
Join Fr. Greg and fellow soldiers for fraternity,
meditation, and training every 1st Saturday from
10:30am - 12pm(noon) in the Parish Life Center.

For more information, contact:
Fr. Greg at Frgreg@johnxxiii.net

ven's Gospel rorum

Welcoming MEN of ALL Ages!

Gospel Forum provides men an opportunity to
grow in their faith and deepen their relationship
with Jesus Christ. This gathering of men is not a
Bible study. The Sunday Scriptures are read aloud,
followed by open and meaningful sharing on what
the readings mean to us today, as men, and as
members of our community. We learn scripture,
we pray, we have fellowship, and we laugh a lot!
Come as you are, wherever you are in life.

Men’s Gospel Forum meets every Monday
morning in the PLC/St. Mary/St. Martha from
7:00am to 7:50am.

For more information contact:

MARK BIR: 239-910-2170
MIKE LANCELLOT: 239-940-7580

| PAGE15 |

ATTENTION ALL
AND

Mariied

COUPLES

< D

Teams of Our Lady

Appetizeg gnd
Infoemation Vight

SUNDAY, JULY 13
6:00PM

MARRIAGE
IS THE
WAY TO

HAPPINESS

- a quote by Fr. Caffarel

ae imu'ted to the home of Linda

and John Stankiewicz to find out how to keep
Christ in Your Marriage, and enjoy the fellowship
and prayer life of Teams of Our Lady.

EMAIL John and Linda at jjlinstan@aol.com for
our address by Sunday, July 13.

May God Bless you and your marriage.
- Linda and John
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HAPPENINGS

Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).

Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.

Ordination to the Priesthood: Bishop Dewane invites the
faithful to the Ordination to the Priesthood of Transitional
Deacons Joseph Doherty, Jacob Gwynn and Pat Long. The
Ordination will take place at 11am on Saturday, July 12, at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 1301 Center Road, Venice. All
are welcome and encouraged to attend this important event
in the lives of Deacons Joseph, Jacob and Pat as well as the
Diocese of Venice. If you are unable to attend in person,
you can join us via the livestream. The Ordination will be
viewable at the following link: vimeo.com/event/520312

9 Months in the Womb with Jesus: Follow Jesus in the
womb week by week at the Diocese of Venice Respect Life
Office webpage, here: dioceseofvenice.org/re

Natural Family Planning Introductory Session: Learn about
Natural Family Planning with a free introductory session.
The Diocese of Venice supports the Creighton Model
Fertility Care System, and free online training sessions are
being offered by the St. Gianna Center for Women'’s Health
& Fertility Care on Tuesday, July 22, Thursday, August 14,
Saturday, September 20, and Tuesday, October 21. Choose
one that fits your schedule! The sessions are free, but
registration is required. Register at bit.ly/SGIntroSession
For more information, visit stgiannacenter.com or contact
Jim Gontis at gontis@dioceseofvenice 941-486-4754

Support After Abortion: Are you or someone you know
struggling because of a past abortion? You are not alone!
Know that healing retreats and support are available
for anyone who has experienced an abortion, including
mothers, fathers and other family members who have been
hurt. To learn more, call or text 941-412-5860 or email
project.rachel@diocese in either English or Spanish. All
contacts are confidential

Together in Holiness Conference: Bishop Frank J. Dewane
invites all Catholic married and engaged couples to join
him at the Diocese’s fifth annual Marriage Enrichment
Conference on October 18 at St. John XXIIl in Ft. Myers. The
conference, “Family, A School of Love,” presents a unique
opportunity to share a day dedicated to prayer, conversation,
and reflection on the sacred vocation of marriage together
with your spouse. Early bird registration is now open. To
register, visit togetherinholiness.org or contact Jim Gontis
at gontis@dioceseofvenice 941-486-4754

Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website:
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org

65+
SINGLES

\ JuLY 6
\3 11:00 AM

J
Hx/*'
Qe ' E

14261 S. Tamiami Trail
Fort Myers, FL 33912

If you plan on attending

PLEASE RSVP BY FRIDAY, JULY 4
Carole Eckhout (248) 385-4100

. gacoé gwyrm s

MASS OF THANKSGIVING

SUNDAY, JULY 13 AT 3:00PM
Holy Cross Catholic Church
505 26th St. W. Palmetto, FL 34221
Fr. Jabob served at St. John XXIII
last year for 3 months. He is in our

prayers as he answers his calling!

All are welcome after Mass for a

4 WAy

reception and first blessings in the
Holy Cross Parish Life Center.
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PRAYER FOR SAFETY

During Hurricane Season

THROUGH NOVEMBER 30

Oh God, Master of this passing
world, hear the humble voices
of your children. The Sea of
Galilee obeyed Your order and
returned to its former quietude.

You are still the Master of land
and sea. We live in the shadow
of a danger over which we have
no control: the Gulf, like a provoked
and angry giant, can awake from
its seeming lethargy, overstep
its conventional boundaries,
invade our land, and spread
chaos and disaster.

During this hurricane season we
turn to You, Oh loving Father. Spare
us from past tragedies whose
memories are still so vivid and
whose wounds seem to refuse to
heal with passing of time.

Oh Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our
beloved Mother, we ask you to
plead with your Son on our behalf,
so that spared from the calamities
common to this area and animated
with a true spirit of gratitude,
we will walk in the footsteps
of your Divine Son to reach the
heavenly Jerusalem,where a
stormless eternity awaits us.

Amen.

OUTREACH
MINISTRY

COLLECTING
ESSENTIAL ITEMS

St. John XXIII Outreach Ministry will be collecting
essential items for Pinecrest Elementary School in
Immokalee which gives great care and attention to
children in poverty. This is a labor of love which
we are proud to support.

Please drop off the following items or monetary
donations to support about 800 impoverished
children.

e WATER BOTTLES (to ensure hydration)

e UMBRELLAS (to protect them when
walking to and from school)

Jhank Yau

We appreciate your generosity caring for
those less fortunate.

All donations may be left in a box located in
the Narthex.
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: HarvEy-ENGELHARDT
Funeral & Cremation Services 4 -- i
239-936-2177 | harvey-engelhardt.com |

Serving the Ci munity for over 100 years

Reserve your space today!

Name:

Phone:

Business Name:

Type of Business:

Referred By:

CALL 800.292.9111 - 407.660.0001

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com



CENTRAL STATIONS SIGNALS

www.5tFrancisFortMyers.org

J) Cnngidcr Local Alarm Service
A R *memberin“ Residential & Commercial
; c John Wezkiewicz - Parishioner
‘i? Your Parish in 239-368-5959 | 1-800-433-5058
T - ;
Your Will Ford Cflyilaﬁlx’te Dentistry
For further information, Pre K-3 through Grade 8 ; | e 7 ;
please call the parish office. 239.334.7707 ; comanie icaens [ - sds W
Lt |

# e,

Paul Niss T™ TOIPT» @ vMATAT

Realtor [NAR/FAR member) A7, DIV YY LN

Parishioner, Fort Myers

General. Aesthetic. |i|lphult.
/\ Renovations - Condc \ssociations | (239) 936-5252
DALTONWADE 28 239.593.1998 1W‘bm']ﬁﬂ}ﬁi?ﬂ(‘Fm(l'u}m
REAL ESTATE GROUF ﬁB E A CISTHRCRTECT

www.naplesandtortmyersrealestate.com Em WWW.DBROWNGC.com [ 7630 Cambridee Manor PI, Fort Myers, FLL 33007

Mitchell Denti
General Dsnﬂs:yw

s
~\“' Cell 239-287-7545 GENERAL CONTI TORS LLC !
' |

Everything I touch turns to sold MNew Construction - Sir Family Homes

. Assisted Living
0 .;I VIitLAaGE BES Memory Care

AT THE FORLIM

Mario’s

Maenst Market
and Dall

Cars (ired Sarvea For Your Touvn

By Discovery Senisr Liviag

el ML e  ADVERTISE

3619 ForuM BLvo., FL. MYERS

James A Milchel, DDS

Hot & Cold Catering Yolanda F Mitchell, DDS
239-936-7275 Josaph P Miznell, DOS H E R E
USDA Choice Cuts {239) 939-5556

Beel, Pork, Veal & Poultry | www.MitchaliDentist.com
o Made Sausasge & Morrarelly | Cosmetic » implant » Resiortve « Family

12008 Chiretland e | Font bbirs, FL 33007 || 32 Barkley Circle, Fort Mbyers, FL 33007 Prﬂmﬂte
\ / your Business AND
\.—/ Support your Parish.
#ThankYou Give us a call!

800-292-9111
Priesthood

catholicmaich’
Florida

wo Get this bulletin emailed to

PN You every week.

Simply go to [ieié
www.DM.CHURCH/4376 ...or scan wp []¥
CatholicMatch.com/goOFL ' $DISCOVERMASS

The Businesses listed abiove makee this bulletin possibile.
Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe




R | e S N
AT hetic &7 MARY V. PALUMBO |~ G MEMETH
Dental Centre Your Friendly and Caring Attorney Air Gondiioning, Heating, Repair and Senvice

239.267.3660 *nemethairconditioning.com

Creall M - WiLLs anD TausTs
e Hoadtby Smidet 5 30+ Years Experience Residential and Commercial Sarvices « LIC # CACD45868 |
Robert E Hendry Il, D.M.D 239-768-6898
General and Cosmelic Dentistry 6150 Diamond Centre Ct.
239-768-5600 - aestheticdentalcentre.com Sulte 1102

13630 Metropolis Ave., Ste #108 - Fort Myers, FL 33912
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FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Comprehensive Care of all Major
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