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Fifth Sunday of Lent

Journey
TO OUR

Salvation
“By the blood of 
Christ we are set 
free, that is, our 

sins are forgiven. 
How great the 
grace of God.”

- Ephesians 1:7
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PASTOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju 
frjay@johnxxiii.net

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com
Deacon John Foucault

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

PRAYING THE ROSARY:
7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7:00am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:
8:30am-6:00pm (Mon Tue Thurs Fri)
8:30am-3:45pm (Wed)
8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

Mass Inten t i on s

APRIL 13, 2025 - PALM SUNDAY 
•	 1ST READING 	 ISAIAH 50:4-7
•	 PSALM		  PS 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
•	 2ND READING	 PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11
•	 GOSPEL		  LUKE 22:14-23:56

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest DOV. 

MONDAY, APRIL 7
•	 8:00 AM † Seamus Carney by Alice Carney
TUESDAY, APRIL 8
•	 8:00 AM † Richard Graver by Vincent & Arlene Felice
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9
•	 8:00 AM † Virginia Lochner by Barbara Reilly
THURSDAY, APRIL 10
•	 8:00 AM † Gilberto Rios by Nereida Rios
FRIDAY, APRIL 11
•	 8:00 AM † Maria Fioribello by her family
SATURDAY, APRIL 12
•	 8:00 AM † Stephen Lane, Jr. by The Lane Family (mom & dad)
•	 4:00 PM † Francis Dombrowski by Maureen Dombrowski
•	 8:00 PM † Maria by Hang-Huyen - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, APRIL 13 - PALM SUNDAY
•	 7:15 AM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 9:15 AM † Nick Kokotovich by Kelly Evers
•	 11:15 AM † Vivian Pica by Bruno Pica
•	 1:30 PM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII - Spanish Mass
•	 3:45 PM - Contemporary Mass - Chapel

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245
Maintenance 
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245                           
Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           
Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                        
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant 
Ellen Januszkiewicz
ellen@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                            
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       

ANNIVERSARY
Bless ings

APRIL 12 & 13
during Masses

Tuesdays:
•	 5:00pm Confessions
•	 6:00pm Mass
•	 6:30 Adoration
•	 7:00pm Benediction



|  PAGE 3  |

April 6, 2025

St
.

St
.  

Jo
h

n
  X

X
III

Jo
h

n
  X

X
III

  C
a

th
o

lic
 C

h
u

rc
h

w
w

w
.jo

h
n

xx
iii
.n

e
t

MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII

Pastor

Dear Friends,

One of the most beautiful encounters of Jesus is with ‘the woman caught in adultery’.  

Through the years, beginning in my childhood, there has been tremendous revelation 
and learning when I read and re-read this terrifying incident but ultimately ends as 
a terrific encounter. It is amazing to see how Jesus perceived this sin and how He 
handled the situation.  

In a male chauvinistic society, adultery was looked upon as one of the gravest sins 
that deserved the death penalty. In most cases it involved hurting the woman. This 
is such the case in the gospel and sadly we are missing the male involved with the 
adultery.  Jesus looked very deeply into both their hearts. The twist of the scene was 
Jesus writing on the floor while ‘the hearing’ was taking place. We are not sure what 
He wrote on the floor but certainly, His writing left an immediate reaction and a big 
impact on everyone in the scene.  

The God of the Old Testament, the Father once wrote, and it was the Ten 
Commandments.  The God of the New Testament, the Son writes once again, and 
it is the New Commandment - Love.

Considering Jesus’ time, women were treated as property of men and therefore, it is 
understandable to think that adultery was not her choice, but she ended up a victim 
seeking real and sincere love. Jesus was able to see the heart of the woman as well as 
the hearts of the accusers.   

Despite the fact of not knowing what Jesus wrote, the accusers read His writing and 
left the scene in shame. Whereas the accused woman chose to remain with Jesus 
and was free from shame. That is the power of his new commandment- Love.    

There is a pattern of describing sins as mortal and venial sins. With such descriptions, 
we try to understand the density of sins, but shame is equally the same in every sin.  
Jesus helps to remove the shame along with the sins because, He sees through the 
heart of everyone as His child. We are almost there, ready to celebrate Holy Week 
and to receive His grace in abundance. Let us never be judgmental to anyone but be 
graceful to see the heart of everyone as a child of God. 

•	 1st Reading: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

•	 2nd Reading 2: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

•	 Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju
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In Memory of:	 John Izral
Requested by:	 Diane Harlyvetch

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William               
Sandy Szymanski 
Jackie Ryall 
Marie Boutwell  
Ruth Starr
Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett
Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob
Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio 

Robert Zielinski
Kevin Walsh
Cora Davies
Elizabeth M. Sekel & Family
Gregory Digiovanni 
Anakaren & Baby Castillo
The Cooper Family
Linda Barnas
MaryAnne McDowell
Baby Lenox Switalski
Alaster Steven
Rosanne Meade
Sue Mancione
John Ryan
Bill Trefzer
Maggie Watson
Lucy Sloan
Marilyn Dittrich
Celeste Kane
Tony Fransway 
Cole McGinnis
Fr. Joseph

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Silvio Moscaritolo
Ralph Ottaiano

Prayers forEternal Life

In Memory of:	 Louis Cooper, Jr.
Requested by:	 Tom McMenenon 			 
		  & Clare Mannion

Adorat i onChape l

In Memory of:	 David Adami
Requested by:	 Patricia

Euchar i s t Host

PRAYER
FOR

Lord Jesus, I confess my 
sins and ask for Your 
forgiveness. Please 

come into my heart as 
my Lord and Savior. Take 
complete control of my 
life and help me to walk 
in Your footsteps daily 

by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Thank you Lord 
for saving me and for 
answering my prayer. 

Amen

Salvation
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•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
Lt. Colonel Ken Hussey
Lt. Com. Zachary Gagis

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, May 25, 2025 after 
the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Donald & Elizabeth Schrotenboer
Ramiro Bello & Catalina Cruz
David & Francia Austin-Garcia
Moises Falcon & Maria Carlota Mendez
Denys & Alexandria Novytskyi

n

n

n

n

n

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, April 7
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/Martha/Mary - 1pm   
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, April 8
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm 
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 10am   
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Michael - 1:30pm   
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 5pm/Pilgrim Mass: 6pm - Chapel  
•	 Pilgrim Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6:30pm  
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 7pm  
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, April 9
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm 
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am 
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Zoom Only - 9:30am 
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel    
•	 Faith Formation 1st Session: PLC Classrooms - 4:15pm
•	 Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm
•	 Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm
•	 MSYG Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm
•	 Faith Formation 2nd Session: PLC Classrooms - 6:15pm    
•	 Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha/Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________
Thursday, April 10
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel  
•	 Fire Safety Talk: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm
•	 Gospel Encounter: PLC/St. Michael - 1pm 
•	 Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm 
•	 Journey to Hope: PLC/St. Therese - 6pm
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm
•	 Shroud Presentation: Main Hall - 6:30pm   
•	 Rooted Young Families: PLC/St. Susanna - 7pm 
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Zoom Only- 7pm      ____________________________________________________________
Friday, April 11
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Mass w/ Benediction: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm 		

with Overnight Adoration from 6pm-8am     
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel 
•	 Stations of the Cross: Church - 6pm 
•	 Spanish Stations of the Cross: Church - 7pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Saturday, April 12
•	 Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Confession after 8am the Mass   
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm         
•	 Annual Easter Egg Hunt: PLC - 10am-12pm
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm 
•	 Anniversary Blessings During Mass 
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Sunday, April 13 - PALM SUNDAY
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am    
•	 Anniversary Blessings During Masses
•	 Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am
•	 Separated/Divorced Group: PLC/St. Michael - 9:30am    
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am      
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Contemporary Mass: Chapel - 3:45pm
•	 Confirmation Class Year 1: PLC/Therese/Eliz/Christina - 5pm
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Fridays in Lent
8:00am: Mass with Benediction
6:00pm: Stations of the Cross
7:00pm: Spanish Stations of the Cross
Adoration Chapel: 8:30am - 6:00pm 
All Night Adoration: 6:00pm - 8:00am
(code needed after 6:00pm)

Saturday APRIL 12
4:00pm: Vigil Mass
8:00pm: Vietnamese Mass

Palm Sunday APRIL 13
Masses: 7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am
1:30pm: Spanish Mass

Holy Thursday APRIL 17
8:00am: Morning Prayer
7:00pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:15pm-10:30pm: Eucharistic Procession 
and Adoration in the Parish Life Center

Good Friday APRIL 18
2:15pm: Stations of the Cross
3:00pm: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
8:00pm: Vietnamese Passion Service

Holy Saturday APRIL 19
8:00am: Morning Prayer
8:30am: Blessing of the Food
8:00pm: Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday APRIL 20
Masses: 7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am
1:30pm: Spanish Mass
4:00pm: Vietnamese Mass

Fasting
&

Regulations
The following information reminds the faithful of the 
regulations for fast and abstinence during the Lent 
and Easter season:

REGULATIONS ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE
The Lenten Season is a time for prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving as we prepare to celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery of our Faith. 
FASTING will be observed on Good Friday by all 
Catholics between the ages of 18 years and 59 years 
(inclusive). On a fast day one full meal is allowed. Two 
smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be 
taken according to each one’s needs, but together they 
should not equal another full meal. Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed
If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until 
the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal 
fast” to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, 
and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to 
celebrate more readily His Resurrection.
ABSTINENCE  from meat is to be observed by 
all Catholics who are 14 years of age and older. Ash 
Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday are 
the days of abstinence.
NOTE  If a person is unable to observe the above 
regulations due to ill health or other serious reasons, 
they are urged to practice other forms of self-denial that 
are suitable to their condition.
FASTING, ALMSGIVING, PRAYER are the 
three traditional disciplines of Lent. The faithful and 
catechumens should undertake these practices seriously 
in a spirit of penance and of preparation for baptism or 
of renewal of baptism at Easter. 

Lent
Journey

to the
Resurrection
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LIVING   Lent BY  God’s WILL
by: Jeannie Ewing - Catholic Exchange

Lent reminds us to slow down, pay attention, and 
turn inward. So often, we are focused on doing 
more, of turning activity into success. We don’t see 
the point or purpose of dependence, helplessness, 
and ultimately passion. Most of us spend our lives 
searching for more that we can contribute to 
society.

But when life strikes us with prolonged illness, 
temporary incapacitation due to an accident or 
injury, or aging, we call ourselves burdens. Waiting 
in passivity can be excruciating, but moving 
through Lent by meditating on the Passion of Jesus 
grants us clues about how we can wait without 
wasting our time.

At the Last Supper, Jesus said, “All things are 
finished.” (Some translations are “My work is 
complete.”) But on the Cross he said, “It is finished.” 
What does this mean? He told his disciples that 
his work was complete, yet there was still more to 
be done. The only thing left would be His suffering 
and death.

This is pivotal in our understanding that work is 
not our highest goal for which to strive, nor is it 
what defines our worthiness. Jesus taught us that. 
He demonstrated that the highest calling for all of 
us is to allow ourselves to become empty as His 
body was emptied of Precious Blood and Water, to 
die to our whims and worries. In the end, we fall 
into the arms of God in total dependence upon His 
active and permissive will.

Lent reminds us that passion has a divine purpose, 
not just for Jesus, but for us all. We can meditate 
on the life of Jesus, in that He spent three very 
active years of preaching, healing, teaching, and 
traveling. But this was not the be-all-end-all. It was 
not the end, only the means to His willingness to 
become helpless.

Jesus allowed Himself to be handed over to Pilate. 
Whatever was to be done afterward He knew was 
the plan of His Heavenly Father. Living our passion 
might  translate into relinquishing control over 
how we will suffer or even what we will suffer. 
Placing ourselves in total trust as we live the life 
God has chosen for us means more than deciding 
for ourselves what sorts of sacrifices we will make 
for His sake.

The path of Jesus is our path, too. Sometimes the 
things God asks of us diverge greatly from our own 
plans. Lent allows us to meditate on this reality as 
it pertains to what we are called to do – here and 
now, in this time and place.

Sometimes we think we are meant to do God’s 
work when He is beckoning us to do His will. We 
believe volunteering for every ministry at church 
or school, participating in noble and worthy 
charities, or otherwise doing good is automatically 
God’s will. But that isn’t always the case.

There are powerful periods of life in which we seem 
to be doing nothing at all, yet God is asking us to 
be recipients of someone else’s love, charity, and 
works of mercy. His will isn’t always obvious. We 
know that. There is a sort of necessary receptivity 
to the Holy Spirit that must be present in our 
hearts at all times. Lent makes us more aware of 
this need to listen to God’s voice and to humbly 
respond with our fiat, even if that means saying 
“no” to something else that is good.

The way of God is not always our way. When we 
live our Lent faithfully, God moves in our lives 
fruitfully.

“Let light shine out of darkness”
- 2 Corinthians 4:6
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St. John XXIII Easter Egg-Stravaganza
(In the Parish Life Center)
BEGINNING AT 10:00AM:
•	 Dance Party
•	 Photos with the Easter Bunny
•	 Raffles, and Egg Relay Hunt 		

(Under the portico of the Parish Life 	
Center main entrance)

Easter Egg Hunt Relays by Age Groups 
(Inside The Parish Life Center)
•	 0-3 inside the St. Michael Flex Room
•	 4-6 inside the St. Martha/St. Mary and 

St. Bernadette Flex Rooms
•	 7 and up inside the Main Hall

Saturday, April 12

A N N U A L

We are requesting stuffed egg 
donations filled with prizes 
or candy. The donation box is 
located in the Narthex. 

Due to the event taking place 
in the PLC, we CAN accept 
CHOCOLATE donations!

DONATIONS

		

Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

Come Trek TRUE NORTH with us this summer and 
learn to trust Jesus in a Wild World!  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2025
OPEN TO CHILDREN PREK-4 TO ENTERING 6TH GRADE
June 23 - June 27 (9:00am – 12:00pm Noon)
ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH (PLC Main Hall/Classrooms)
DEADLINE: May 25 , 2025
Camp space fills quickly! Please do not delay registering!
To register, visit our website at www.johnxxiii.net and 
go to the Education tab and click on “Summer Offerings”

Use the QR code to Volunteer

HELP NEEDED!
VBS Youth Volunteers (Grades 7-12) 
sign up to be Crew Leaders! Scan QR 
code to go directly to Sign-up Genius. 

July 7 - July 11

Day Progam: 
Our Lady of Light
Evening Program:
St. John XXIII

SAVE THE DATES
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A N N U A L
		

YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH
inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Confirmation Program
4/13 at 5pm for First Year study students on Power of Prayer. 

High School Socials
Sunday Morning Gospel Sessions begin September 8. Bring 
a friend! To use the gatherings as a weekly theology choice 
for the Confirmation program, you must attend 10. 
The last remaining date: 4/6

Middle School Youth Group
We meet on select Wednesday evenings throughout the 
school year. Please see our parish website for specific dates 
and times. 

Youth Council
Mission Statement: Challenge and equip children of God 
with the tools to inspire and disciple others while giving 
a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and grow with 
the St. John XXIII community. 

Youth Summer Events
Camp Veritas 6/11-6/15 in Lake Placid Florida
Vacation Bible School 6/23-6/27 Crew Leaders Needed 
Totus Tuus Summer Nights 7/7-7/10 			 
at Our Lady of Light 

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Visit our Rooted Facebook page for more information or 
join our Flocknote contact group: https://StJohnXXIII	
Community.flocknote.com/Rooted2024-2025

Scan this code with your mobile device 
photo app to be directed to the sign 
up genius webpage for opportunities 
to volunteer.

Volunteer Opportunities

Rooted Young Families 				 
(children welcome)
APRIL 10	 				  
7pm PLC/St. Susanna 
Rooted 17-22 
•	 MAY 1					   

7pm PLC/St. Michael
Rooted 23-35
•	 MAY 1					   

7pm PLC/St. Martha/Mary

OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!

Refle c t i on QUESTIONS

Order of Christian Initiation

All parishioners are invited to share in the 
OCIA experience by making them aware of the 
Reflection Questions that the participants are 
discussing each week. 
Below are the next session reflections:
4/6 - Social Justice/3rd Scrutiny
What social justice ministries or actions can 
you see yourself doing?  

4/13 - Palm Sunday/OCIA Retreat

4/20 - Easter Vigil

MYSTAGOGY 
4/27 - Holy Week/Sacraments Sharing

5/4 - Spiritual Gifts/Call to Holiness

5/11 - Discernment/Ministry Roles

Confirmed by the 

Holy Spirt and 

nourished in the

Eucharist



Shroud OF Turin
PRESENTATION with
Dr. Gilbert R. Lavoie

THURSDAY, APRIL 10 
6:30PM - PARISH LIFE CENTER

You are invited to partake in a fascinating adventure with 
Gilbert R. Lavoie, M.D., to examine the Shroud of Turin, 
juxtaposing his scientific findings with John’s Gospel account of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. This story of the life of Jesus 
comes alive through relatable, real-world scientific witnesses 
who explore whether the image on the shroud is the work of 
human hands, a natural phenomenon, or a supernatural event! 

Dr. Gilbert R. Lavoie is a medical 
doctor, a specialist in internal medicine, 
occupational medicine, and public health. 
He has also pursued a forensic and 
scriptural study of the Shroud of Turin 
for more than 40 years. He has published 
books, a video and articles related to 
scriptural and medical forensic studies of 
the blood marks and image of the man 
of the shroud. His most recent book, 
“The Shroud of Jesus and the Sign John 
Ingeniously Concealed”, was published in 
June 2023 by Sophia Institute Press. Dr. 
Lavoie, along with his colleagues, Tom 
D’Muhala, digitized and organized some 
of the finest photographs of the Shroud of 
Turin, done by Vernon Miller. This photo 
collection is now available worldwide at: 
www.shroudphotos.com

In the past several years, Dr. Lavoie 
worked with the internationally known 
sculptor, Pablo Eduardo. Eduardo recently 
completed a bronze sculpture, which is a 
three-dimensional replica of the image 
of the man of the Shroud of Turin. This 
was done in exquisite detail, paying much 
attention to the anatomy of the figure. 
This sculpture, named, The Sign, reveals 
a whole new way of understanding the 
shroud image. 

BOOKS AVAILABLE: 
We will have Dr. Gilbert’s books 
available for purchase.  

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
         Catholic Church
13060 Palomino Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33912

Phone 239-561-2245 | Fax 239-561-3713 | www.johnxxiii.net

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	              3-30-25             3-31-24           Difference
Offertory               $44,222.08     $88,687.93    ($44,465.85)    
Building Fund       $1,599.00        $2,511.50         ($912.50)
Total	                $45,821.08       $91,199.43     ($45,378.35) 
Mass Attendance          4057	  8319		
Registered Families     3738	  3569

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

2025 Catholic Faith Appeal
2024 Goal			   $512,000.00  
Pledge				   $317,814.08                 
Payments			   $212,746.08           

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
 

SEPARATED & DIVORCED 
SUPPORT GROUP

The Separated & Divorced Group meets bi-weekly. 
For those of you struggling in your relationship, 
considering a separation or divorce and in need 
of support, come join our next session on 
Sunday, April 13 at 9:30am in the Parish Life 
Center, room St. Micheal. Our group provides 
confidentiality and guidance every 2nd and 
4th Sunday.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
9:30AM - PARISH LIFE CENTER

Room: St. Michael

For more information contact:
Carole Wheeler-Antle (239) 850-7443 

email: cdwantle819@gmail.com

Jouney to Hope Ministry offers a monthly support 
group to provide direction, resources, and hope to 
family members when a loved one has a mental 
health condition.
We meet the second Thursday of each month at 6pm 
in Parish Life Center in the St. Therese classroom. 
You are welcome to join us at our next meeting on 
Thursday, Apirl 10.
If you would like more information, email: 
Joanne Halt at joanne.halt@gmail.com 

NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 10     6pm n 

St. Therese Classroom
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Journey TO

EASTER 2024
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The Fire Department is responsible for providing fire 
safety and emergency services. They coordinate with 
the local City or State departments, local and Federal.
They can teach individual community groups many 
safety tips for the home, drive fire trucks and other 
emergency vehicles, find and rescue occupants of 
burning buildings, and treat sick or injured people. 
Some are trained in hazmat to control harmful 
substances.
During the meeting, they will explain the Knox Home-
box and the Vial of Life, Smoke Alarms, along with 
the following safety tips:
•	 What is the story with the call buttons available 

to wear around your neck?
•	 When I call 911 because I fell, do they send an 

ambulance or a fire truck?
•	 It seems fire trucks always get there first... Why? 

Will an ambulance show up?
•	 Will I be billed for an ambulance if I don’t have 

to go to hospital?
•	 What if I fell and am not injured, but cannot get 

up by myself?
•	 What does it cost for them to help me get back 

to bed or chair?
•	 Who do I call in that case? Still 911?

Other questions are welcomed.

Parish
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING

Thursday, April 10
1:00pm - 3:00pm
PLC: St. Martha/St. Mary

Presented by the Fort Myers Fire Department

HOW Can the
Fire Department HELP

 if I DON’T 
have a FIRE?

		

For more information visit: 
www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

Planned Parenthood
6418 Commerce Park Drive, Ft. Myers

THROUGH APRIL 13

Closing Rally
APRIL 13 - 6:00PM

JOIN OUR

with Guest Speaker
SCOTT BAIER
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OUTREACH
MINISTRY

LONG SLEEVE RELIEF DRIVE

Americans are all integrally connected to farmworkers 
every time they eat. These men and women do some 
of the most important work in this country – feeding a 
nation – and deserve support. Caring about farmworkers 
reveals a care for the inherent dignity and humanity of 
the people in their communities.
The drive runs through Holy Thursday, April 17. 
Requests from agencies working for those living below 
the poverty line expanded this year and your help is 
needed. We are encouraged to participate in the long 
sleeve drive.

Donations for the drive include:
•	 light-colored, button-down long-sleeve shirts 	

(men and women S, M & L sizes) are needed.

•	 100 percent cotton is preferred but not necessary.

•	 Donations may be placed in the box located in 
the Narthex.

COLLECTING SHIRTS NOW

PINECREST ELEMENTARY
COLLECTING HEALTHY SNACKS

St. John’s Outreach Ministry will be collecting healthy 
snacks for Pinecrest Elementary School in Immokalee. 
This is a labor of love which we are proud to support by 
providing healthy snacks for breaks in the classroom and 
during the testing season.

•	 cracker packs
•	 breakfast bars

•	 granola bars
•	 jars of peanut butter
•	 any monetary donations for Pinecrest Elementary 

efforts are appreciated. 

Thank you for your Lenten discernment by caring for 
those less fortunate. Donations may be left in the 
box located in the Narthex.

Please drop off individually wrapped 
snacks such as: 

DEACON RICH
TO BE

RECOGNIZED
AT THE 

CHRISM MASS 
Bishop Dewane as Celebrant

Tuesday, April 15
10:30am

St. John the Evangelist Parish
626 111th Avenue N.

Naples, FL 34108

The Chrism Mass, which takes place during 
Holy Week every year, will be held Tuesday, 
April 15 at 10:30am at St. John the Evangelist 
Parish, 625 111th Ave. N., Naples.
During this Mass, Bishop Frank J. Dewane will 
bless the Holy Oils which are used in the 
administration of the Sacraments at each parish 
throughout the year. Priests and Deacons that 
are celebrating 25 and 50 years of Ordination 
will be  recognized at this Mass. 
Deacon Rich will offically celebrate his 25 year 
ordination on September 30, 2025. 



GETTING
TO KNOW
OUR PARISH

TEAMArtist Chris Scala has designed the beautiful Stations 
of the Cross in the Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel. 
You may want to memorialize one of the stations 
during Lent. The cost is $5,000 per station.

This would be a great way to memorialize a loved 
one. For more information contact Holly Atkins in 
the Parish Office at holly@johnxxx.net

Memorialization
The art of 

commemorating 
the lives of

those we love.

Stations of the CrossOUR LADY OF THE 
ROSARY CHAPEL

ARTIST: CHRIS SCALA

M E M O R I A L I Z E
A  L O V E D  O N E

MEMORIALIZED MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14

MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED MEMORIALIZED

MEMORIALIZED
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SATURDAY, APRIL 19
10AM-1PM

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

For those of you getting ready to head north for 
the summer, please consider cleaning out your 
pantry of any non-perishable food. The Knights 
of Columbus will be accepting donations in the 
front parking lot on April 19 between 10am to 
1pm. Thank you for your continuous support of 
our parish community!

SEASONAL
parishioners

GETTING
TO KNOW
OUR PARISH

TEAM

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

How long have you worked at St. John XXIII?
I’ve had the pleasure of serving at St. John XXIII for four 
months now. As a proud parent of twins who have already 
begun sharing their talents with our parish community 
through the choir, I’m inspired to continue serving our 
faith family.

What do you want the parishioners to know about 
your role within the Church?
As the administrative assistant and wedding coordinator, 
I want parishioners to know that I’m here to support 
the daily operations of the parish and help make their 
special day truly unforgettable. Whether it is answering 
questions, providing information and guidance, or 
coordinating logistics,  I’m committed to ensuring a warm 
and welcoming experience for everyone.

How does your faith reflect in your Parish work?
My faith is at the heart of everything I do here at St. 
John XXIII. As a parent, I want my daughters to grow up 
in a community that values compassion, kindness, and 
service. As I go about my daily tasks, I strive to embody 
these values, whether I’m working with parishioners, 
supporting our clergy, or simply offering a listening ear.

How does your job benefit a parishioner?
As administrative assistant and wedding coordinator, 
my role is designed to support and serve parishioners in 
various ways. My goal is to make it easier for parishioners 
to connect with our community, deepen their faith, and 
celebrate life’s milestones.

VIVIANA JARAMILLO-MESTRA
Administrative Assistant

viviana@johnxxiii.net

Gett ing to Know

Viviana is a dedicated member of our Parish team. 
We thought you would be interested in getting to 
know her better! 
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for April: Let us pray that the use of 
the new technologies will not replace human relationships, 
will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face 
the crises of our times. To join monthly intentions, visit: 
www.popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/
Special Hour Long Televised Mass for the Homebound: The 
Diocese of Venice TV Mass for the homebound is broadcast 
every Sunday and is usually a half-hour program. Two 
Masses that are 1 hour long are offered, and will air at a 
special time. On Palm Sunday, April 13, and Easter Sunday, 
April 20, the TV Mass will air from 10:30am to 11:30am on 
Fox 4, and from 12pm to 1pm on the CW Network. Fox 4 
reaches the counties of Collier, Lee, Hendry, Charlotte, 
Glades, and Desoto; the CW network reaches the counties 
of Sarasota, Manatee, Hardee, Desoto, and Highlands. The 
Easter Sunday TV Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Dewane.
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.   
Witnessing Faith: Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane for his 
monthly radio program on Relevant Radio on 106.7 FM and 
1410 AM in Fort Myers and 93.3 FM and 1660 AM in Naples. 
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at 
8:30am on Friday, April 25. 
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition 
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website: 
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org 
Weekend Bereavement Retreat: A Walk with Jesus for 
Grieving Parents is a weekend bereavement retreat for parents 
who have lost a child. The program will be offered May 2-May 
4 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Cost is $150/person double 
occupancy, $250/person single occupancy. Deacon Henry 
deMena, M.A., will lead the retreat, and offer a supportive 
environment for healing through prayer, reflection, and shared 
experiences. Parents will find comfort and community as they 
walk together, and with Jesus, in faith. For more information or 
to register, please contact Jim Gontis, Director of Evangelization, 
gontis@dioceseofvenice or call  (941) 486-4754
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 
provides 24/7 service for those in emotional distress. 
Veteran services are also available. Simply call 988
Free Mental Health Counseling: Catholic Charities is 
providing free mental health counseling services. For help 
or support, please call our staff at (844) 385-2423
OLPH Butterfly Ball: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat 
and Spirituality Center (OLPH) will host the Butterfly Ball on 
Saturday, January 24, 2026 at St. Thomas More’s Chelsea 
Center in Sarasota. Tickets are $175. To learn more about the 
event, visit: www.olph-retreat.org

ST. JOHN XXIII
Parishioner,

PAM BRATTON 
acknowledged 
at Venetian Ball  

“Growing Stronger Together” was the 
theme of the 2025 Venetian Ball, which 
served as an opportunity for participants 
to come together to partner with Catholic 
Charities as it steadfastly serves the needs of 
families and individuals throughout the area, 
including those who continue to recover from 
Hurricane Ian (2022).

Bishop Frank J. Dewane praised the benefac-
tors of Catholic Charities for their concern 
for the work of Catholic Charities, adding 
that he was confident their support will 
continue to assist people in need.

The Frank K. Galeana Humanitarian Award 
recognized St. John XXIII parishioner, 
PAMELA “PAM” BRATTON, a longtime 
committee member of the Venetian Ball, 
supporter of Catholic Charities programs in 
Lee County. Bratton was pivotal in acquiring 
transitional housing for victims of human traf-
ficking, as well as helping to find adequate 
space for the Longterm Recovery Group, the 
program which assists those impacted by 
Hurricane Ian. Without Pam’s efforts, the 
most recent Venetian Balls would not have 
been possible.

Update



|  PAGE 17  |

S T A T I O N S  O F  T H E  C R O S S

www.osvnews.com/amp/2020/02/27/walking-the-stations-of-the-cross-this-lent/

The link below will take you to a very personal walk of the Stations of the 
Cross. We encourage you to pray these Stations, and if possible, do it in the 
St. John XXIII Memorial Garden. You can access this site on your phone and 
you are all set to start the clockwise walk.

LENTEN LESSONS ON THE SACRAMENTS
BRAND NEW FREE VIDEO SERIES

with Rev. Francis J. Hoffman
“Father Rocky”

This Lent, don't just give up something, DO 
something more! In this FREE video series, Father 
Rocky takes you through the seven sacraments, from 
Baptism to the Anointing of the Sick. Get behind 
the scenes insights and little-known secrets you can 
only find here!

Sign up today at: RelevantRadio.com/LENT
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Simply bring this coupon to any 

team member to redeem offer.

Expires: 1/31/2022

New members only.

Your time to shine.

$10 off your first month of

UNLIMITED Works washes.

Wash 

often.
10951 Saxum Drive 

Fort Myers

10680 Colonial Blvd. 

Fort Myers 

AestheticThe

Dental Centre

LIFESTYLES

HEALTHCARE GROUP

LIFESTYLES

HEALTHCARE GROUP

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

© 2022 DIOCESAN

Advertise in 
the Bulletin!

If you are interested in placing an advertisement 
in the back of the church bulletin on behalf of 
your business, family or to memorialize a loved 
one, please contact Jenny Lusk from Diocesan at: 
913-205-6387 or JLusk@Diocesan.com

Thanks to our Bulletin Sponsors!








