“God never
tires of
forgiving us;
we are the
ones who
tire of seeking
His mercy”

- POPE FRANCIS

St. John XXIII Catholic Parish in Fort Myers, Inc. a Florida non-profit corporation




March 30, 2025

Please Note:

SATURDAY
CONFESSIONS
takes place in the
church from
8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

PASTOR

Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju
frjay@johnxxiii.net
PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frioseph@johnxxiii.net

Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net
DEACONS

Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

Deacon John Foucault

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:

A priest is on call 7 days a week,
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973

Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT:
You are encouraged to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick before

being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:

St. Columbkille
239-489-3973

Health Park & Hope Hospice

St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161

Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818

Select Hospital

LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831

Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital

and Health & Rehab Center

BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

PRAYING THE ROSARY:

7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7:00am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:

MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)

8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday) S %8gm % 288”‘ \l\//lvor& Tue Thurs Fr)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday) 8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)
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MONDAY, MARCH 31
e 8:00 AM * Phyllis Benham by The Family

TUESDAY, APRIL 1
e 8:00 AM ¥/t Living/Deceased Members of the Rogers
& Podolak Families by Rita Rogers

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
e 8:00 AM t Sally Petrella by Jim & Andrea Buczek

THURSDAY, APRIL 3
e 8:00 AM T Robert Harvey by Marian Louden

FRIDAY, APRIL 4
e 8:00 AM t Ronald Fucci by Susan Naselli

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

e 8:00 AM ¥ Felix Jose by The Family

e 4:00 PM ¥ Parishioners of St. John XXIlI

e 8:00 PM - Health & Peace by C. Hoa Quach - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, APRIL é

e 7:15 AM T Gunchu Chew by The Chew Family
e 9:15 AM t Helen Totte by Diane Michaelis

e 11:15 AM * Ronald Steele by The Steele Family
e 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

*%**MASS INTENTION UPDATE* * * *

The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses”
which is given by a retired or priest DOV.

APRIL 6, 2025 - FIFTH SUNDY OF LENT

+ 1ST READING ISAIAH 43:16-21

+  PSALM PSALM 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
+ 2ND READING  PHILIPPIANS 3:8-14

* GOSPEL JOHN 8:1-11

BIRTHDAY
- B lessings: A

APRILS5 & 6

after Masses

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245

Maintenance
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245

Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant

Ellen Januszkiewicz
ellen@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Bulletin Editor

Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Music Director

John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Youth Ministry

Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-3022

Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097

15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

PLC Coordinator

Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
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The
St. John XXIII
Pastor

Fr. Gay

We are blessed with the good news that the heatlth of Pope Francis is improving.
Thanks be to God! In his first Angelus message as the new Pope, Pope Francis
said: ‘Never forget this: The Lord never tires of forgiving, but at times, we get
tired of asking forgiveness’.

Dear Friends,

In the parable of The Prodigal Son, we witness the son, even before he confesses
his wrong doings to the father and pleads for forgiveness, that his father expresses
unconditional love to him. After he confesses, the father did not respond to him but
simply tells the men in the house to bring dignity to his son and celebrate his return.
That is the power of forgiveness. Forgiveness never happens with any conditions.
God'’s forgiveness is always unconditional, just as in the case of His love.

| came across a story by Ernest Hemingway. In it, he presented the story of a father
and his teenage son who were estranged from one another. The son’s name was Paco.
He had wronged his father. As a result, in his shame, he had run away from
home. The father searched all over Spain for Paco, but still, he could not find
the boy. Finally, in the city of Madrid, in a last desperate attempt to find his
son, the father placed an ad in the daily newspaper. The ad read: “PACO, MEET
ME AT THE HOTEL MONTANA. NOON TUESDAY. ALL IS FORGIVEN. - PAPA”.
The father in Hemingway’s story prayed that the boy would see the ad; and then
maybe, just maybe, he would come to the Hotel Montana. On Tuesday, at noon,
the father arrived at the hotel. When he did, he could not believe his eyes. An
entire squadron of police officers had been called out in an attempt to keep
order among eight hundred young boys. It turned out that every single one of
them were named Paco. And each boy had come to meet his respective father
and find forgiveness in front of the Hotel Montana.

Eight hundred boys named Paco had read the ad in the newspaper and had hoped
it was for them. Eight hundred Pacos had come to receive the forgiveness that
they so desperately desired.

Lent is a season of ‘coming to our senses’. Our Father is all forgiving and merciful.

God B/ess., e 1st Reading: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12
Fr. Jay Raju -
7 )
/

% =)- ) )= 2nd Reading 2: 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21
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[ s
o 'Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32
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PRAYER
FOR

Dear Father,

Bless me with power of
forgiveness, give me the
grace to unconditionally
forgive those who have
done me wrong.

Give me the strength to
let go of all ill-will; the
strength to forgive myself
of my own failings and
sins, knowing that you
have already forgiven me.

Please free me of all
anger, bitterness, hate and
unforgiveness. Amen.

@@ vayey o%w‘

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer
Laura Ford
Braden O’Halloran
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William
Sandy Szymanski
Jackie Ryall

Marie Boutwell
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr

Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett

Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob
Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio

Robert Zielinski
Kevin Walsh

Cora Davies

Elizabeth M. Sekel & Family
Gregory Digiovanni
Anakaren & Baby Castillo
The Cooper Family
Denis Ryan

Patricia Bell

Linda Barnas
MaryAnne McDowell
Baby Lenox Switalski
Alaster Steven
Rosanne Meade

Sue Mancione

John Ryan

Bill Trefzer

Maggie Watson

Lucy Sloan

Marilyn Dittrich
Celeste Kane

Tony Fransway

Cole McGinnis

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month.
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to
the prayer book in the Narthex.

The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

%fmw}zy %{M c(Zo'mw/ Cne

You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week.
Please inquire in the parish office.

@¢W” for Slomal OCZi%&

Life is changed, not ended.
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!

Mary Hufford

Tabonacte Guandle

In Memory of: John lzral
Requested by: Rita Rogers

@% Ao salion %@@&/

In Memory of: Alexander Fields
Requested by: Andrea Harley
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Weekly Calendar .

a8 PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, March 31

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm
Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
Craftie Ladies: PLC/Martha/Mary - 1pm

Adult Confirmation Class: PLC/St. Michael - 6pm
Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm

Tuesday, April 1

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm

Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am

Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
Bereavement: PLC/St. Michael - 1:30pm

Pilgrim Confession: 5pm/Pilgrim Mass: 6pm - Chapel
Pilgrim Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6:30pm
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 7pm
AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Wednesday, April 2

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm

Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
Walking w/ Purpose: Zoom Only - 9:30am

Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm

Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha/Mary - 7:30pm

Thursday, April 3

e Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am

e Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
e Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm

e Adoration ChaEeI open 8:30am - 6pm

e Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm

[ ]
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Rooted - Ages 17 to 22: PLC/St. Michael - 7pm
Rooted - Ages 23 to 35: PLC/St. Martha/St. Mary - 7pm
riday, April 4

Rosary - 7:15am/Mass w/ Benediction: Church - 8am

Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm

1st Friday Adoration: Church - 8:30am

Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel

Stations of the Cross: Church - 6pm

Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm ;
aturday, April 5

Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am

Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm

First Saturday Devotions with Fr. Greg/Soldiers for

our Lady: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 10:30am

Rami Qumsieh selling Holy Land items: Narthex

Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm

Birthday Blessings After Mass

Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm
unday, April 6

7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am

Birthday Blessings After Masses

Women’s Guild Spring Bake Sale: Narthex

Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am

Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am

OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am

Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm

Walking w/ Purpose: Zoom Only- 7pm

with Overnight Adoration from 6pm-8am

Spanish Stations of the Cross: Church - 7pm
Benediction/Adoration/Confession after 8am the Mass
Women’s Guild Spring Bake Sale: Narthex

Hispanic Catechist Meeting: PLC/Martha/Mary - 6:30pm
Rami Qumsieh selling Holy Land items: Narthex

HS Social Sunday Gos[r:JeI: PLC/St. Therese - 10:10am
Praise & Worship: Adoration Chapel - 4pm

..........m......

| WELCOME |
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Dainn Llane Quentin & Noelia Loaiza
Louis Thacker Peter & Talia Rosche
Alexandra DeCicco e Mark Boyle & Kelly Hall
Mary Ann Johnson George A. & Celia Pacheco
Gail Yelich Don & Jeanne Murphy

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, May 25, 2025 after
the 11:15am Mass.

Registering at St. John XXIIl is a declaration of your desire to be
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know
your email address or you can even update it on the parish
website: www.johnxxiii.net

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on

your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket.

Oy (%/Ma/% Fovsonmel

PFC Bryan Bard

Sean Ball

Major Bart Boma

Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi

M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet

Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman

Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak

PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem

Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army

2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
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Eric Sanchez, US Air Force

Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN

Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC

Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army

Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

Sean Dryhurst US Navy

Lt. Amanda Macaluso

Anthony An Schroeder,

11 Bravo Infantry

Derrick Hambling, Army
Airborne Infantry

Maj. Paige Blevins USAF

Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN
Andrew Duffy, USSF

A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC
Sarah Lambert, USAF

1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF

1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy

PFC Abner Casiano, US Army Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
Lt. Colonel Ken Hussey

Lt. Com. Zachary Gagis
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SPECIAL
Jaubilee CELEBRATIONS

Mondays, Wednesdays
Thursdays & Fridays:

e 10:30am - 11:30am Confessions
e 12pm(Noon) Pilgrim Mass

Please Note: The Adoration Chapel is
open until 6pm during the week but is
closed at 3:45pm on Wednesdays.

Tuesdays:
5:00pm Confessions

6:00pm Mass
6:30 Adoration
7:00pm Benediction

We have selected 9 locations around our campus
to be prayer sites so that visitors to our parish
community can truly make a pilgrimage. We are
so excited to share this news with you and to
begin preparing for this incredible honor for our
parish community. More details will be shared as
we are able to finalize plans.

1. Relics in the Church: St John
XXIIl and St. Maria Goretti

2. St. Gerard Majella: Patron Saint
of Fertility & Pregnancy

3. St. Patrick’s Patio

4. Vietnamese Martyrs Memorial

5. Memorial Garden

6. St. Michael the Archangel Statue

7. The Grotto of Our Lady of
Guadalupe

8. Rosary Walk
9. Adoration Chapel

| PAGEG6 |

Fridays in Lent

8:00am: Mass with Benediction
6:00pm: Stations of the Cross
7:00pm: Spanish Stations of the Cross
Adoration Chapel: 8:30am - 6:00pm
All Night Adoration: 6:00pm - 8:00am
(code needed after 6:00pm)

Saturday APRIL 12
4:00pm: Vigil Mass
8:00pm: Vietnamese Mass

Jalm Sunday APRIL 13

Masses: 7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am
1:30pm: Spanish Mass

FHoly Jhursday APRIL 17

8:00am: Morning Prayer

7:00pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:15pm-10:30pm: Eucharistic Procession
and Adoration in the Parish Life Center

Gaoed Friday APRIL 18

2:15pm: Stations of the Cross
3:00pm: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
8:00pm: Vietnamese Passion Service

FHaly Saturday APRIL 19

8:00am: Morning Prayer
8:30am: Blessing of the Food
8:00pm: Easter Vigil Mass

Caster Sunday APRIL 20

Masses: 7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am
1:30pm: Spanish Mass
4:00pm: Vietnamese Mass




PARISH Lire CENTER

GUIDELINES
Treat Our PLC with TLC

REGISTRATION:

e Submit a registration form and have it approved by
authorized staff to reserve a requested space and be
added to the parish calendar.

SAFETY

Take care of yourself and be respectful of others.
Document and report all accidents or injuries to a
parish staff member.

e At least one authorized, trained kitchen user must be
present. You must be at least 15 years old to be in the
kitchen, unless special permission has been granted by
authorized staff.

e All spills or trip hazards are to be contained and
corrected. Report maintenance or repair needs.

e The stages are reserved for speakers, performers, and
authorized personnel. Always keep children safe and
off the stage.

M

When having a meeting in one of the flex rooms,
please DO NOT move any of the panels/walls. Those
are to be moved by trained staff for security purpos-
es. If you need a smaller room than what is provided
please advise when requesting the room for your
meeting. Also if any tables or chairs are moved
please return everything back to where it goes.

e C(Classrooms are food-free zones. No food or drinks are
allowed in the five stand-alone classrooms.

UPKEEP:

e Keep walls, windows, and doors free of decorations.
Free-standing banners, easels, and portable walls are
available for approved requests.

e Table decorations are allowed, including weighted
balloons. All decorations must be removed during
event clean-up.

¢ Only floor cord protectors, not tape, are to be used for
extension cords.

e Refrain from placing feet on walls.

CLEAN UP:

e Return the PLC to pristine condition after your event. All
trash must be removed.

e Tables/chairs must be returned to original placement.
¢ Do not leave extra items without staff approval.

TECHNOLOGY:

¢ Air conditioning and heating will be controlled only by
authorized staff.

e Audio and visual equipment is to be operated by
authorized and properly trained personnel.

SOLDIERS
FOR OUR LADY:

LIVING
THE MESSAGE
OF FATIMA

Every 1st Saturday
10:30am - 12pm (noon)
Parish Life Center
St. Elizabeth

All Ages Welcome!

Would you like to be a soldier for Our Lady?
Join Fr. Greg and fellow soldiers for fraternity,
meditation, and training every 1st Saturday from
10:30am - 12pm(noon) in the Parish Life Center.

For more information, contact:
Fr. Greg at Frgreg@johnxxiii.net

65+ ’
SINGLES

1 SUNDAY

l\?\

APRIL 6
10:30 AM

-
' 8600 Legends Blvd.
A Fort Myers, FL 33912 T

PLEASE NOTE:
CREDIT CARD ONLY. NO BLUE DENIM.

Y
-
—
i If you plan on attending

PLEASE RSVP BY FRIDAY, APRIL4 |
» Carole Eckhout (248) 385-4100 ’
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% FORMATION

Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

Sacrament PREPARATION

BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your
family prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered
after the preparation process is completed by the
parents and are scheduled only after the preparation
process is completed by the parents. Please do not make
arrangements for family members until you have actually
received a date. Contact Frannie at 239-561-2245 for
more information or to begin the process.

FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and
First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who
have expressed a desire and willingness and are attending
Mass, are welcome to begin the two year process of
preparing for these Sacraments. The first year consists
of regular attendance at Faith Formation classes or
through a Diocesan Catholic school. (Either St. Francis
Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year continues those
classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental Preparation
(Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. For more
information or to begin the process, please contact
Frannie at 239-561-7499. Parents who home school their
children must contact the office during Year .

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the
Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process that
begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the
Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly welcome!).
Each year consists of Faith Formation through the parish
Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot)
as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a retreat.
Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of
9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like
more information on our program, contact Kelly Evers at
239-561-3022 to begin the process.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Congratulations on your
decision to enter the beautiful sacrament of marriage!
The heart of Marriage Preparation in the Catholic Church
is the realization that “your wedding is one day but your
marriage lasts a lifetime.” Couples wishing to be married
will need to contact us at least six months prior to the
desired date. A venue should not be booked prior to first
meeting with a priest and getting a confirmation from
the parish office. The engaged couple will complete the
Witness to Love program alongside a mentor couple,
fill out the required forms, provide updated Baptismal
Certificate(s) and attend a Diocesan retreat. For more
information or to begin the process, please contact
Viviana in the parish office at 239-561-2245.

-{l

ANNUAL
easter egg

r K : BB i
'~ Saturday, April 12

St. John XXIII Easter Egg-Stravaganza
(In the Parish Life Center)
BEGINNING AT 10:00AM:

e Dance Party

e Photos with Bunny

e Raffles, and Egg Relay Hunt
(Under the portico of the Parish Life
Center main entrance)

Easter Egg Hunt Relays by Age Groups
(Inside The Parish Life Center)
e 0-3inside the St. Michael Flex Room

e 4-6inside the St. Martha/St. Mary and
St. Bernadette Flex Rooms

e 7 and up inside the Main Hall

DONATIONS

We are requesting stuffed egg ~_
donations filled with prizes
or candy. The donation box is
located in the Narthex.

Due to the event taking place
in the PLC, we CAN accept
CHOCOLATE donations!

_—

WH‘“ bt o A A
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. ® YounG ADULT
& YOUTH

inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Rooted at St. John XXIII

Visit our Rooted Facebook page for more information or
join our Flocknote contact group: https://StJohnXXIII
Community.flocknote.com/Rooted2024-2025

Rooted 17-22
e APRIL3
7pm PLC/St. Michael

Rooted 23-35
e APRIL3
7pm PLC/St. Martha/Mary

Rooted Young Families
(children welcome)
e APRIL310

7pm PLC/St. Susanna

Confirmation Program

3/31 at 4:45 Second Year students along with sponsor meet
in the Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel for Rehearsal.

4/1 at 5:45 Second Year Students with Sponsor meet in the
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel for Confirmation Mass
with the Bishop.

4/13 at 5pm for First Year study students on Power of Prayer.

High School Socials

Sunday Morning Gospel Sessions begin September 8. Bring
a friend! To use the gatherings as a weekly theology choice
for the Confirmation program, you must attend 10.

These are the remaining dates: 3/23, 3/30, 4/6

Middle School Youth Group

We meet on select Wednesday evenings throughout the
school year. Please see our parish website for specific dates
and times.

Youth Council

Mission Statement: Challenge and equip children of God
with the tools to inspire and disciple others while giving
a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and grow with
the St. John XXIIl community.

Volunteer Opportunities

Scan this code with your mobile device
photo app to be directed to the sign
up genius webpage for opportunities
to volunteer.

Order of Christian Initiation

OCIA

A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the
Catholic Church....

The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults
who are considering it.

For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcame to Fasticipate!

loctvon QUESTIONS

All parishioners are invited to share in the
OCIA experience by making them aware of the
Reflection Questions that the participants are
discussing each week.

Below are the next session reflections:
3/30 - Respect Life/2nd Scrutiny

How might you promote respect life from
conception to natural death?

4/6 - Social Justice/3rd Scrutiny

What social justice ministries or actions can
you see yourself doing?

4/13 - Palm Sunday/OCIA Retreat
4/20 - Easter Vigil

MYSTAGOGY
4/27 - Holy Week/Sacraments Sharing

5/4 - Spiritual Gifts/Call to Holiness

5/11 - Discernment/Ministry Roles

e

e
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Artist Chris Scala has designed the beautiful Stations
of the Cross in the Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel.
You may want to memorialize one of the stations
during Lent. The cost is $5,000 per station.

This would be a great way to memorialize a loved
one. For more information contact Holly Atkins in
the Parish Office at holly@johnxxx.net

< MEMORIALIZED ;

The art of
commemorating
the lives of
those we love.



RAMI QUMSIEH

Items from the

Faly Land

for purchase

NEXT WEEKEND
APRIL 5-6

in the Narthex after Masses

Rami Qumsieh, who was born in the Holy Land, has
had a lifelong ministry of helping Christians there,
particularly those in Bethlehem and the surrounding
communities who have been suffering economically.

His goal is to raise awareness of their plight with the
St. Joseph Project, through which Christian carvers
make statues out of olive wood. Proceeds will benefit
Christians and promotes devotion to St. Joseph.

“The pieces are made by Christian Palestinians
in the Holy Land and specially blessed. No two
products are the same and each piece is an
original creation.” - Rami Qumsieh

MT\f ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church
Weekly Fmoncmls

3-23-25 3-24-24 Difference
Offertory $40,847.52 $47,957.01 ($7,109.49)
Building Fund  $1,092.00 $1,539.00 ($447.00)
Total $41,939.52 $49,496.01 ($7,556.49)

Mass Attendance 4482 5088
Registered Families 3734 3567

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”
2025 Catholic Faith Appeal

2024 Goal $512,000.00
Pledge $301,311.00
Payments $204,801.00

P [anrzing Q/ou’z Wil

Remember St. John XXII|

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.

The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of S or % of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXl Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by
you and your attorney.

. . )
For more information, Ay 2

guestions, or wish to Wil &

consider a gift annuity Westament

or trust for St. John
XXIII Catholic Church,
then please email:

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

| PAGE11 |



The large sneaker in the Narthex marks the start
of our 18th Annual Sneaker Drive, providing
shoes to children in need for the beginning of
their school year. This fundraiser is sponsored by
the Women’s Guild of St. John XXIII in support of
our Outreach Ministry.

Please take an envelope from the Display Table,
enclose your donation, and return it by mail or
in the Collection Basket at Mass. Last year, 332
children benefitted from your generosity!

If you are a registered and active parishioner in
need of help with school shoes for your child,

THROUGH
MA RC H 31 please complete the request form below. It may be
returned by email to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com or

4 ’.lqbg 1:1:‘;_]. “ by mail (or in person) to the parish office.
REQUEST FORM FOR: SNEAKERS/BACKPACKS/EASTER FOOD

SOLES 83 ;3» SOULS

18th Annual Sneaker Drive

NOW

PARENT NAME: PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL:

LAST

FIRST THIS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 31, 2025
Check One *See Note Check One Check One

Child’s First Name AGE | Shoe Kid Adult BACKPACK GRADE
BOY | GIRL SIZE Size | Size | YES | NO |

*Note: Parents, please provide CORRECT Shoe Size. We order in bulk & cannot exchange/return.

EASTER FOOD: If you need help with Food for Easter, please provide number in your family:
PICK-UP FOOD: Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14, 2025, between 1:00pm - 3:00pm

In the Narthex after ALL Masses
NEXT WEEKEND: APRIL S5 - 6

The Women’s Guild is happy to announce their
annual Spring BAKE SALE with ALL your FAVORITE
goodies! The sale will take place in the Narthex
next weekend, April 5-6 after all Masses.

Donations may be dropped off in the Narthex on
Friday, April 4 from 1:00pm-4:00pm or at any of
the Masses.

For more information contact:

BARBARA ARTALE
baagrammy322@gmail.com

| PAGE12 |
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BEREAVEMENT

AND BEYOND
MISSING YOU..

YOUR LIFE
WAS A
_ BLESSING.
¥ { YOUR MEMORY
A TREASURE.
YOU ARE LOVED
'. BEYOND WORDS.

1 A AND MISSED _
" BEYOND
‘]’ w MEASURE. w1

If you have lost a loved one, we offer a safe, supportive
place to deal with this life changing event.

The Bereavement and Beyond Group meets each
Tuesday from 1:30pm-3:30pm in the Parish Life
Center in rooms: St. Bernadette and St. Michael.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact the Parish office at (239) 561-2245

e
WoR ”*?F --

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 - 4:00PM
St. Luke Adoration Chapel

Come join our Praise & Worship Ministry in
the St. Luke Adoration Chapel on Sunday,
APRIL 6 at 4:00pm, and sing a joyful song to
the Lord in the presence of Jesus.

ALL ARE WELCOME: No choir experience
necessary, just a loving prayerful heart.

For more information, contact:
Gaby Frei at gabriela@gabrielafrei.com

We look forward
to seeing you and
praising the Lord
together! Use this
QR code to access
the music.

RESPECT
LIFE

4

THROUGH APRIL 13

SDAYS FORLIFE

HELP SAVE LIVES IN
FORT MYERS

You can protect mothers and children by joining this
worldwide mobilization! Through prayer and fasting,
peaceful vigils and community outreach, 40 Days for
Life has inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers!

For more information visit:
www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

Prayen Vigils
EVERY TUESDAY
AND THURSDAY

THROUGH APRIL 13
anytime between 11:00am - 5:00pm

Planned Sarenthood

6418 Commerce Park Drive, Ft. Myers

vespect-love. protect

If you would like more information about our ministry,
or you are interested in volunteering, please email:
respectlifejohn23@gmail.com or call Maureen Nash at
(239) 823-6800

| PAGE13 |



STATIONS OF THE CROSS -

The link below will take you to a very personal walk of the Stations of the
Cross. We encourage you to pray these Stations, and if possible, do it in the
St. John XXIIl Memorial Garden. You can access this site on your phone and
you are all set to start the clockwise walk.

www.osvhews.com/amp/2020/02/27/walking-the-stations-of-the-cross-this-lent/

GET READY TO LEARN IT. LIVE IT.
LOVE IT. EVEN MORE!

5,

This Lent, don't just give up something, DO
something more! In this FREE video series, Father

: Rocky takes you through the seven sacraments, from
LENTEN LESSONS ON THE SACRAMENTS Baptism to the Anointing of the Sick. Get behind
BRAND NEW FREE VIDEO SERIES the scenes insights and little-known secrets you can
only find here!

with Rev. Francis J. Hoffman
“Father Rocky” Sign up today at: RelevantRadio.com/LENT

Vtank You

ALL CHASUBLES
ARE
MEMORIALIZED

We would like to thank ALL of our wonderful parishioners
who memorialized a chasuble in honor of a loved one.

These chasubles worn by our priests, represent the unity of the
Church through matching vestments when we celebrate our
larger liturgies.

If you are interested in other opportunities to memorialize a
loved one, please contact our Business Manager, Holly Atkins in
the parish office at (239) 561-4451

| PAGE 14 |



OUTREACH
MINISTRY

LONG SLEEVE RELIEF DRIVE

COLLECTING SHIRTS NOW

Americans are all integrally connected to farmworkers
every time they eat. These men and women do some
of the most important work in this country — feeding a
nation —and deserve support. Caring about farmworkers
reveals a care for the inherent dignity and humanity of
the people in their communities.

The drive runs through Holy Thursday, April 17.
Requests from agencies working for those living below
the poverty line expanded this year and your help is
needed. We are encouraged to participate in the long
sleeve drive.

Donations for the drive include:

e light-colored, button-down long-sleeve shirts
(men and women S, M & L sizes) are needed.

e 100 percent cotton is preferred but not necessary.

e Donations may be placed in the box located in
the Narthex.

PINECREST ELEMENTARY

COLLECTING HEALTHY SNACKS

St. John’s Outreach Ministry will be collecting healthy
snacks for Pinecrest Elementary School in Immokalee.
This is a labor of love which we are proud to support by
providing healthy snacks for breaks in the classroom and
during the testing season.

Please drop off individually wrapped
snacks such as:

e granola bars e cracker packs

e jars of peanut butter e breakfast bars

e any monetary donations for Pinecrest Elementary
efforts are appreciated.

Thank you for your Lenten discernment by caring for
those less fortunate. Donations may be left in the
box located in the Narthex.

| PAGE15 |

HOW can the
Fire Department HELP
ifl DON’T
havea FIRE?

Presented by the Fort Myers Fire Department
Thursday, April 10
1:00pm - 3:00pm
PLC: St. Martha/St. Mary

The Fire Department is responsible for providing fire
safety and emergency services. They coordinate with
the local City or State departments, local and Federal.

They can teach individual community groups many
safety tips for the home, drive fire trucks and other
emergency vehicles, find and rescue occupants of
burning buildings, and treat sick or injured people.
Some are trained in hazmat to control harmful
substances.

During the meeting, they will explain the Knox Home-
box and the Vial of Life, Smoke Alarms, along with
the following safety tips:

e What is the story with the call buttons available
to wear around your neck?

e  When | call 911 because | fell, do they send an
ambulance or a fire truck?

e [tseems fire trucks always get there first... Why?
Will an ambulance show up?

e Will | be billed for an ambulance if | don’t have
to go to hospital?

e What if | fell and am not injured, but cannot get
up by myself?

e What does it cost for them to help me get back
to bed or chair?

e Who do I call in that case? Still 911?
Other questions are welcomed.
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PRESENTATION with
Dr. Gilbert R. Lavoie

Dr. Gilbert R. Lavoie is a medical
doctor, a specialist in internal medicine,

THURSDAY , APRIL 10 occupational medicine, and public health.

He has also pursued a forensic and
6 3OPM - PAR |S H I_l FE C ENTE R scriptural study of the Shroud of Turin
for more than 40 years. He has published
books, a video and articles related to
scriptural and medical forensic studies of
the blood marks and image of the man
of the shroud. His most recent book,
“The Shroud of Jesus and the Sign John
Ingeniously Concealed”, was published in
June 2023 by Sophia Institute Press. Dr.
Lavoie, along with his colleagues, Tom
D’Muhala, digitized and organized some
of the finest photographs of the Shroud of
Turin, done by Vernon Miller. This photo
collection is now available worldwide at:
www.shroudphotos.com

DR. GILBERT LAVOIE

In the past several years, Dr. Lavoie
worked with the internationally known
sculptor, Pablo Eduardo. Eduardo recently
completed a bronze sculpture, which is a
three-dimensional replica of the image
of the man of the Shroud of Turin. This
was done in exquisite detail, paying much
attention to the anatomy of the figure.
This sculpture, named, The Sign, reveals
a whole new way of understanding the
shroud image.

THE SHROUD
OF JESUS

And the Sign John Ingeniously Concealed

You are invited to partake in a fascinating adventure with
Gilbert R. Lavoie, M.D., to examine the Shroud of Turin,
juxtaposing his scientific findings with John’s Gospel account of
the death and resurrection of Jesus. This story of the life of Jesus
comes alive through relatable, real-world scientific witnesses BOOKS AVAILABLE:

who explore whether the image on the shroud is the work of = We will have Dr. Gilbert’s books
human hands, a natural phenomenon, or a supernatural event! available for purchase.
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HAPPENINGS

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for April: Let us pray that the use of
the new technologies will not replace human relationships,
will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face
the crises of our times. To join monthly intentions, visit:
WWwWw.popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/

Free Men’s Conference Retreat: The St. Katherine Drexel
Parish Men’s Fellowship in Cape Coral is hosting the
nationwide 2025 Men of Christ Annual Conference on
Saturday, April 6 from 9am-2pm. St. Katherine Drexel
Parish, 1922 SW 20th Ave. Cape Coral The program is
FREE and will feature well-known Catholic speakers, Holy
Mass, food, confession, and fellowship. To register visit
www.menofchrist.net/2025-conference/ or contact Jeff
Nicholson at (414) 517-6915

Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).

Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.

Marriage Rediscovery: If your marriage is troubled and
stressed, even if you are divorced or separated, or are
thinking about it, Marriage Rediscovery can help, as it has
helped tens of thousands of couples. Our next program
begins March 28-30, 2025. This is not counseling or group
therapy. All contacts and names held in strictest confidence.
For more information, visit www.marriagerediscovery.org
or call (727) 343-6701

Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that
all employees and those volunteers who work with children
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering.
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/

Free Rosary Repair: Send your broken rosaries in a padded
envelope to Betty and Dick Holden, Free Rosary Repair
Service, 7930 Estero Blvd., Unit 502, Fort Myers Beach, FL
33931. Rosaries will be repaired and returned within the
week of receipt. Donations of old rosaries are also accepted
which will be repaired and sent to missions. Include a note
indicating repair or donation. For more details, please call
(239) 463-3993 or (860) 595-6370

Community Pregnancy Clinics Dinner: “Reaching Hearts” is
the theme of the Saturday, April 5 dinner event supporting
Community Pregnancy Clinics at the Ritz-Carlton Naples
Tiburon, 2600 Tiburon Dr, Naples. The event begins at
5pm and includes a reception, dinner and a talk by pro-life
advocate Liz Wheeler. To register visit supportcpci.com or
email events@community4life.com to learn more.

Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create
your FREE account by entering our St. John XXIIl parish code
and your email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee

| PAGE17 |
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DEACON RICH
TO BE
RECOGNIZED
AT THE

CHRISM MASS

Bishop Dewane as Celebrant

Tuesday, April 15

10:30am
St. John the Evangelist Parish
626 111th Avenue N.
Naples, FL 34108

The Chrism Mass, which takes place during
Holy Week every year, will be held Tuesday,
April 15 at 10:30am at St. John the Evangelist
Parish, 625 111th Ave. N., Naples.

During this Mass, Bishop Frank J. Dewane will
bless the Holy Oils which are used in the
administration of the Sacraments at each parish
throughout the year. Priests and Deacons that
are celebrating 25 and 50 years of Ordination
will be recognized at this Mass.

Deacon Rich will offically celebrate his 25 year
ordination on September 30, 2025.

S

.

e
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: HarvEy-ENGELHARDT
Funeral & Cremation Services 4 -- i
239-936-2177 | harvey-engelhardt.com |

Serving the Ci munity for over 100 years

Reserve your space today!

Name:

Phone:

Business Name:

Type of Business:

Referred By:

CALL 800.292.9111 - 407.660.0001

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Comprehensive Care of all Major
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