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PASTOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju 
frjay@johnxxiii.net

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com
Deacon John Foucault

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

PRAYING THE ROSARY:
7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7:00am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:
8:30am-6:00pm (Mon Tue Thurs Fri)
8:30am-3:45pm (Wed)
8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

Mass Inten t i on s

MARCH 23, 2025 - THIRD SUNDY OF LENT 
•	 1ST READING 	 EXODUS 3:1-8A, 13-15
•	 PSALM		  PSALM 103: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11
•	 2ND READING	 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-6, 10-12
•	 GOSPEL		  LUKE 13:1-9

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest DOV. 

MONDAY, MARCH 17
•	 8:00 AM † Mari Cheslik by The Cheslik Family

TUESDAY, MARCH 18
•	 8:00 AM † Baby Cecilia Fabaz by Elaine Quinn

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19
•	 8:00 AM † Joan Tiernan by your sister, Pat Lane

THURSDAY, MARCH 20
•	 8:00 AM † Barbara Ross by Pat & Adrian Humbert

FRIDAY, MARCH 21
•	 8:00 AM † Antoinette Peterson by Betty & Tom

SATURDAY, MARCH 22
•	 8:00 AM  † Anthony & Beatrice Cordone by Anthony & Rose
•	 4:00 PM † Bill Phillips by Russ & Kathi Ogan
•	 8:00 PM - Health & Peace by C. Hoa Quach - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, MARCH 23
•	 7:15 AM † Frank Mosz by Robert & Patricia Ryan
•	 9:15 AM † William Joseph Becker, Sr. by Chuck & Dot Buchholz
•	 11:15 AM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245
Maintenance 
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245                           
Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           
Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                        
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant 
Ellen Januszkiewicz
ellen@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                            
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       

New Parishioner Orientation 
Sunday, March 23 after the 11:15am Mass
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII

Pastor

Dear Friends,
Last week, we reflected on one of the vulnerable moments of Jesus - ‘The Temptation 
of Jesus’, with a specific focus on fasting. This week, we reflect on one of His glorious 
moments - ‘The Transfiguration’, with a specific focus on prayer.
Lent is a season for change. Prayer leads to change. In the current commercial world, 
change happens so swiftly and rapidly, we like to keep up with the latest changes, 
updates and upgrades to new things that are available. In fact, there is a kick in 
keeping up the speed. Whereas the change of heart never happens fast and rapidly. 
It happens slowly and in a natural way. The prayer experience on the mountain top 
brought out an exotic moment the transfiguration of Jesus, but brought them back to 
normal life and demanded their change of heart. I came across a story on social media 
titled: Caterpillar into Butterfly!

“The little boy was thrilled to hear about the changes his caterpillar would go 
through. He watched every day, waiting for the butterfly to emerge. One day 
it happened, a small hole appeared in the cocoon and the butterfly started to 
struggle to come out.
At first, the boy was excited, but soon he became concerned. The butterfly was 
struggling so hard to get out! It looked like it couldn’t break free! It looked like it 
was making no progress!  
The boy was so concerned he decided to help. He snipped the cocoon with scissors 
to make the hole bigger and the butterfly quickly emerged! As the butterfly came 
out, the boy was shocked. It had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings. 
He continued to watch the butterfly expecting that, at any moment, the body 
would shrink, and the butterfly’s wings would expand. But neither happened! 
The butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and 
shriveled wings. It never was able to fly…
As the boy tried to figure out what had gone wrong, his mother took him to talk 
to a scientist from a local college. He learned that the butterfly was SUPPOSED to 
struggle. In fact, the butterfly’s struggle to push its way through the tiny opening 
of the cocoon pushes the fluid out of its body and into its wings. Without the 
struggle, the butterfly would never, ever fly. The boy’s impatience to see the 
butterfly emerge in a few seconds hurt the butterfly.”

Thank You & God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju

Transfiguration is the foretaste of Jesus’ glorious resurrection later to come. Let our 
prayer life help us the change of heart that we may become worthy of experiencing 
His transfiguration and resurrection.  
Next weekend, we will have information tables in the Narthex regarding these 
ministries: the Women’s Guild, Community Nursing, Homebound Ministry and 
Music Ministry.  Please consider a ministry that God inspires in you. 
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In Memory of:	 Herman W. Preissler
Requested by:	 Renate Preissler

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William               
Sandy Szymanski 
Jackie Ryall 
Marie Boutwell 
Carolyn Smith
Polley Sedahl 
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr
Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett
Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob

Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio 
Robert Zielinski
Kevin Walsh
Cora Davies
Elizabeth M. Sekel & Family
Gregory Digiovanni 
Anakaren & Baby Castillo
The Cooper Family
Denis Ryan
Patricia Bell
Linda Barnas
MaryAnne McDowell
Baby Lenox Switalski
Alaster Steven
Rosanne Meade
Sue Mancione
John Ryan
Bill Trefzer
Maggie Watson
Lucy Sloan
Marilyn Dittrich
Celeste Kane

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Peggy McHale
Teresita Delfin

Prayers forEternal Life

In Memory of: Stanley Wierzba
Requested by:  Margaret Wierzba

Adorat i onChape l

Loving God,
Please guide my heart, and 

help me to grow into the 
person You want me to be. 
Rather than me following

my own ways, please purify 
my heart and make me

more like You. Please guide 
my path and help me take 

steps that will guide me 
toward Your plan for my life 

and not my own whims. 
May this renewal not be 
a fleeting moment, but a 

continuous transformation. 
Guide me day by day, filling 

me with Your love and 
equipping me with the

power of the Holy Spirit. 
In the mighty name of Jesus 
Christ, my redeemer, I pray.

Amen.

PRAYER
Transformat i on
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•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
Lt. Colonel Ken Hussey
Lt. Com. Zachary Gagis

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation next Sunday, March 23, 2025 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

L a r r y  &  R i t a  B a u m g a r t n e r
S t e p h e n  &  M i c h e l l e  F e n l e y
M i c h a e l  &  A m a n d a  P i n e a u
Donald & Elizabeth Schrotenboer
K e v i n  &  Yo n g h u i  S o w a l s k y

n

n

n

n

n

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/Martha/Mary - 1pm
•	 Adult Confirmation Class: PLC/St. Michael - 6pm
•	 Parish Mission w/ Fr. Monahan: Church - 6:30pm-8pm   
•	 Women’s Guild: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 6:45pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, March 18
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm 
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am   
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Michael - 1:30pm   
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 5pm/Pilgrim Mass: 6pm - Chapel  
•	 Pilgrim Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6:30pm 
•	 Parish Mission w/ Fr. Monahan: Church - 6:30pm-8pm 
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 7pm
•	 KofC Fourth Degree Meeting: PLC/St. Michael - 7pm  
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, March 19
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm 
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am 
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel   
•	 Faith Formation 1st Session: PLC - 4:15pm
•	 Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm 
•	 Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm    
•	 Faith Formation 2nd Session: PLC - 6:15pm
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm____________________________________________________________
Thursday, March 20
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm   
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel      
•	 Faith & Ale/Faith & Wine Event: Main Hall - 6pm____________________________________________________________
Friday, March 21
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm 		

with Overnight Adoration from 6pm-8am    
•	 1st Friday Adoration: Church - 8:30am 
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel 
•	 Stations of the Cross: Church - 6pm 
•	 Spanish Stations of the Cross: Church - 7pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Saturday, March 22 
•	 Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Confessions after 8am Mass  
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm      
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm  
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Sunday, March 23
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am    
•	 Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am
•	 Separated/Divorced Group: PLC/St. Michael - 9:30am
•	 HS Social Sunday Gospel: PLC/St. Therese - 10:10am   
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am     
•	 New Family Orientation: Church - 11:15am 
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Praise & Worship: Chapel - 4pm



PA R I S H
MISSION
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All are invited to the 2025 Parish Mission. 
Please join Rev. Shawn Monahan for our 
Parish Mission as we prepare for Lent:

6:30pm - 8:00pm in the Church

•	 Sunday, March 16
•	 Monday, March 17
•	 Tuesday, March 18

Join Us!

About Rev. Shawn Monahan
Shawn Monahan, OMV, was ordained a priest for the Oblates of the Virgin 
Mary in 2002. Since then, he has been blessed to experience a variety of 
apostolic ministry throughout his years of priesthood as a parish priest in 
New Jersey and Illinois, as a certified retreat and spiritual director at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, and as a Novice Master helping young men discern 
their vocation at Our Lady of Grace Seminary. He has a passion for helping 
others heal the wounds that come from living in a broken world so that they 
may experience Jesus’s deepest desire to live a more abundant life.

Rev. Shawn’s work has helped to 
develop a deep understanding 
of the dynamics of growth and 
maturity in Christian life and how 
to overcome and heal the wounds 
that hold us back from experiencing 
Jesus’ deepest desire for each of 
us: “I came so that they might 
have life and have it more 
abundantly.” Rev. Shawn Monahan

     for
PILGRIMS
    of HOPE

HEALING 
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General Announcements
•	 Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, 

search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.
•	 Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.

net/e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 
•	 St. John XXIII Flocknote: Sign up for parish updates at 

StJohnXXIIICommunity.flocknote.com
•	 Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/
•	 St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 

and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 
•	 Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to 

donate to our Offertory Fund and it will be processed. 
•	 Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 

parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

•	 Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content 
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create 
your FREE account by entering our parish code and your 
email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee 

•	 Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request.

•	 St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Due to the Jubilee, please 
note: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30am-6pm, 
Wednesdays 8:30am-3:45pm Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. 
Friday Overnight Adoration will continue indefinitely 
from 6pm-8am. Adorers will need a code to get in after 
6pm. For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry 
please visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/ or 
email: stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com 

•	 St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am-
5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. 15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110, 
Ft. Myers. For more information email thrift@johnxxiii.net 
or visit www. bpjthrift.com

•	 Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
your nonperishable items to church. These donations 
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the 
Narthex. Please check expiration dates. 

•	 Yarn/Fabric Needed: The Craftie Ladies are in need of more 
yarn to make projects. You may drop off the donations in the 
church Narthex. 

•	 Keep Our Database Current: Have you moved, changed 
email addresses, dropped a landline or changed your cell 
number? Please email martha@johnxxiii.net with any 
changes or additions to your contact information. 

•	 Human Trafficking Info: Human Trafficking can happen 
to anyone, but some people are more vulnerable than 
others. If you believe human trafficking may be occurring, 
call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-
373-7888 or text HELP or INFO to BeFREE (233733) 

•	 Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, and 
social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the Parish. 
It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations to use 
this content for promotion or other purposes without the 
express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII.

SPECIAL 
Jubilee CELEBRATIONS

Mondays, Wednesdays
Thursdays & Fridays:
•	 10:30am - 11:30am Confessions 
•	 12pm(Noon) Pilgrim Mass
Please Note: The Adoration Chapel is 
open until 6:00pm during the week but 
closed at 3:45pm on Wednesdays.

Tuesdays:
•	 5:00pm Confessions
•	 6:00pm Mass
•	 6:30 Adoration
•	 7:00pm Benediction

1.	Relics in the Church: St John 
XXIII and St. Maria Goretti

2.	St. Gerard Majella: Patron Saint 
of Fertility & Pregnancy

3.	St. Patrick’s Patio
4.	Vietnamese Martyrs Memorial
5.	Memorial Garden
6.	St. Michael the Archangel Statue
7.	The Grotto of Our Lady of 	

Guadalupe
8.	Rosary Walk	

9.	Adoration Chapel

We have selected 9 locations around our campus 
to be prayer sites so that visitors to our parish 
community can truly make a pilgrimage. We are 
so excited to share this news with you and to 
begin preparing for this incredible honor for our 
parish community. More details will be shared as 
we are able to finalize plans.
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About St. Patrick
Saints & Angels - Catholic Online

- Saint Patrick

St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world’s most popular saints. He 
was born in Roman Britain and when he was fourteen or so, he was 
captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party and taken to Ireland as a 
slave to herd and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of Druids 
and pagans but Patrick turned to God and wrote his memoir, The 
Confession. In The Confession, he wrote: "The love of God and his fear 
grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was rosed, so 
that, in a single day, I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in 
the night, nearly the same. I prayed in the woods and on the mountain, 
even before dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or rain."
Patrick’s captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he escaped after 
having a dream from God in which he was told to leave Ireland by 
going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to 
Britain and was reunited with his family.
A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision he described 
in his memoir:” I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His 
name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he gave me 
one of them. I read the heading: "The Voice of the Irish." As I began 
the letter, I imagined in that moment that I heard the voice of those 
very people who were near the wood of Foclut, which is beside the 
western sea-and they cried out, as with one voice: "We appeal to you, 
holy servant boy, to come and walk among us."
The vision prompted his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained 
by St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, whom he had studied under 
for years, and was later ordained a bishop and sent to take the Gospel 
to Ireland.
Patrick arrived in Slane, Ireland on March 25, 433. There are several 
legends about what happened next, with the most prominent 
claiming he met the chieftan of one of the druid tribes, who tried to 
kill him. After an intervention from God, Patrick was able to convert 
the chieftain and preach the Gospel throughout Ireland. There, he 
converted many people - eventually thousands - and he began 
building churches across the country.
He often used shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity and entire 
kingdoms were eventually converted to Christianity after hearing 
Patrick’s message.
Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He worked 
many miracles and wrote of his love for God in Confessions. After 
years of living in poverty, traveling and enduring much suffering he 
died March 17, 461.
He died at Saul, where he had built the first Irish church. He is believed 
to be buried in Down Cathedral, Downpatrick. His grave was marked in 
1990 with a granite stone.
We can aspire to Patrick’s qualities of being humble, pious, gentle, 
whose love and total devotion to and trust in God should be a shining 
example to each of us. So complete was his trust in God, and of the 
importance of his mission, he feared nothing -not even death.
"The Breastplate", is Patrick’s poem of faith and trust in God: "Christ 
be within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, 
Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, Christ beneath 
me, Christ above me, Christ inquired, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts 
of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger."

CHRIST BESIDE ME,
Christ before me,

CHRIST BEHIND ME,
Christ within me,

CHRIST BENEATH ME,
Christ above me.

VISITour outsideSt. PatrickMemorialGarden
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2025
JUNE 23 - 27 (9:00AM - 12PM)

PRE-K through 6th Grade

JUNE 10-15 ($550/CAMPER)
Lake Placid Camp & Conference Center

Lake Placid, FL 33852

Camp Veritas offers an irreplaceable summer camp 
experience! Teens grow as joyful, intentional  
disciples of Jesus Christ through team-building 
activities, sports, engaging testimonies, the 
sacraments and more.

WWW.CAMPVERITAS.ORG
@camp_veritas @TheCampVeritas

Summer
2025

OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!
Refle c t i on QUESTIONS

Order of Christian Initiation

All parishioners are invited to share in the 
OCIA experience by making them aware of the 
Reflection Questions that the participants are 
discussing each week. 
Below are the next session reflections:
3/16 - Reflect on Rites and Creed 
3/23 - Christian Morality/1st Scrutiny         
What are the challenges to living life by the 
WWJD model?

3/30 - Respect Life/2nd Scrutiny        
How might you promote respect life from con-
ception to natural death?

Rite of Election
Bishop Dewane congratulates all our newly 
Elect, Candidates, and their sponsors following 
the Rite of Election. 



Joint Event in the Parish Life Center

Registration Required faithandale.com       faithandwineleecounty.com  n

THURSDAY, MARCH 20     6:00PM
FEATURING: TIM GRAY, PH.D.   

  n

“Lent as the Model for the Spiritual Life” - $25 PER PERSON 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available in the church from 3:30-4:30pm 
followed by Mass at 5pm. The event starts in the Parish Life Center at 6pm.

FORSOLES SOULS
18th Annual  Sneaker  Dr ive

NOW 
THROUGH 
MARCH 31

R E Q U E S T  F O R M  F O R :  S N E A K E R S / B A C K P A C K S / E A S T E R  F O O D

The large sneaker in the Narthex marks the start 
of our 18th Annual Sneaker Drive, providing 
shoes to children in need for the beginning of 
their school year. This fundraiser is sponsored by 
the Women’s Guild of St. John XXIII in support of 
our Outreach Ministry.
Please take an envelope from the Display Table, 
enclose your donation, and return it by mail or 
in the Collection Basket at Mass. Last year, 332 
children benefitted from your generosity!
If you are a registered and active parishioner in 
need of help with school shoes for your child, 
please complete the request form below. It may be 
returned by email to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com or 
by mail (or in person) to the parish office.

SOLES for SOULS 
March 1 – 31, 2025 

 
The large Sneaker in the Narthex marks the start of our 18th Annual Sneaker Drive, providing shoes to 
children in need for the start of their School Year.  This fund raiser is sponsored by the Women’s Guild  
of St. John XXIII in support of our Outreach Ministry. 
 
Please take an envelope from the Display Table, enclose your donation, and return it by mail or in the 
Collection Basket at Mass.   Last year 483 children benefitted from your generosity. 
 
If you are a Registered and Active Parishioner in need of help with school shoes for your child, please 
complete the Request Form below.  It may be returned by email to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com,  or by 
Mail (or in person) to the Parish Office.   
 
 
      REQUEST FORM:  SNEAKERS / BACKPACKS / EASTER FOOD 

Must be received by March 31, 2025 
   PARENT  NAME 
Last 
First 

PHONE # EMAIL 

 

 
Child’s First Name 

Check One 
 

BOY 
 

GIRL 
 

 
AGE 

*See Note 

 Shoe 
 SIZE 

Check One 
Kid 
Size   

Adult 
Size 

 

Check One 
BACKPACK 
YES NO 

 

 

GRADE 

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
*Note:  Parents, please provide CORRECT Shoe Size. We order in bulk & cannot exchange/return. 

 

  EASTER FOOD - If you need help with Food for Easter, please provide: 
                                                     Number in your Family: ____                 
     

  PICK-UP FOOD - Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14, 2025, between 1 - 3 pm. 
 

 

PARENT NAME:
LAST ________________________

FIRST ________________________

PHONE NUMBER: ___________________ EMAIL: _________________________________

THIS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 31, 2025

EASTER FOOD: If you need help with Food for Easter, please provide number in your family: ____                
PICK-UP FOOD: Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14, 2025, between 1:00pm - 3:00pm



EMAIL: _________________________________

Lenten Reconciliation Service
MARCH 27 6:30pm in the Church

Fridays in Lent
8:00am Mass with Benediction
6:00pm Stations of the Cross
7:00pm Spanish Stations of the Cross
Adoration Chapel: 8:30am - 6:00pm 
All Night Adoration: 6:00pm - 8:00am
(code needed after 6:00pm)

Palm Sunday APRIL 13
MASSES:
7:15am, 9:15am, and 11:15am
1:30pm - Spanish Mass

Saturday APRIL 12
MASSES:
4:00pm - Vigil Mass
8:00pm - Vietnamese Mass
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	              3-09-25               3-10-24           Difference
Offertory               $48,976.42       $40,586.48      $8,389.94    
Building Fund       $1,761.00           $1,908.00       ($147.00)
Total	                $50,737.42         $42,494.48        $8,242.94 
Mass Attendance          4146	  3718		
Registered Families     3741	  3612

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

2025 Catholic Faith Appeal
2024 Goal			   $512,000.00  
Pledge				   $251,070.00                 
Payments			   $156,570.00          

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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A PRAYER
FOR LIFE 

Oh most holy Lord, creator 
of heaven and earth, from 

Your gentle hand allows the 
gift of life. To Your sons and 
daughters You have given 

the role of steward to care for 
all Your creation from womb 
to tomb. Hear us as we pray 
for a greater respect for all 
life throughout our world:

•	 that the unborn may be born

•	 that the child may be safe

•	 that the teen may be prepared

•	 that the young adult may be 
centered

•	 that the aged may be revered

•	 that the deceased may rest in 
peace

•	 that the resources of creation 
may be used well

•	 that all Your creation may be 
blessed

Having served You loyally 
on earth, may we obtain the 
rewards of everlasting life. 
We ask this through Christ 

our Lord, Amen.

After 8 years, it is with humble gratitude that I step down as the 
coordinator of the St. John XXIII Respect Life Ministry.
It has been a privilege to educate, inform and pray with the 
parish to bring a better understanding of life issues and the 
dignity and value of all human life. 
I am grateful to Fr. Bob and Fr. Jay for their confidence and trust 
in me as well as Fr. Greg for his guidance. I could not have done 
any of this work without the support of Jeanne Berdeaux and 
my friend and co-coordinator Maureen Nash.
Moving forward I pass this ministry into the very capable hands 
of Frances Lacson who brings a wealth of knowledge to the 
current climate of the prolife movement. It is my fervent prayer 
that the St. John XXIII Community support her in the effort to 
protect the unborn and heal the wounds of abortion in our 
parish and beyond.
Thank you to the many people who have supported and prayed 
for this important ministry. And a very special acknowledgement 
to my always supportive husband, Ned.
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam- Kathy Danehy

A MESSAGE FROM

 Kathy Danehy

THANK YOU Kathy!
On behalf of Fr. Jay and the enitre parish staff, we thank Kathy 
for her tireless efforts to educate our community regarding 
human dignity and the respect for all life! 
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SPRING CAMPAIGN
For more information visit: 

www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Prayer Vigils

THROUGH APRIL 13

Planned Parenthood
anytime between 11:00am - 5:00pm

6418 Commerce Park Drive, Ft. Myers

Can you spare 15 minutes, ½ hour, or 1 hour, 1 day 
a week? Join us for Prayer Vigils each TUESDAY or 
THURSDAY any time between 11am-5pm.

If you would like more information about our ministry, 
or you are interested in volunteering, please email: 
respectlifejohn23@gmail.com or call Maureen Nash at 
(239) 823-6800

We are happy to introduce the New Respect Life 
Ministry Leader, Frances Lacson. Kathy Danehy will 
remain active and Maureen Nash will continue to 
lead 40 Days for LIfe. Please welcome Frances as 
she brings a solid ProLife background as well as a 
fresh and current perspective to the cause of pro-
tecting the dignity of life.

WELCOME

 Frances Lacson
Respect Life Ministry Leader

ABOUT Frances
Frances Lacson works as Mission Advancement 
Advisor at Heartbeat International, a worldwide 
network of over 3,600 pro-life pregnancy help or-
ganizations (including pregnancy centers, medical 
clinics, maternity homes, and adoption agencies), 
with headquarters in Columbus, Ohio. Prior to join-
ing Heartbeat International in 2022, Frances served 
as Assistant Director for 16 years at Aid for Women 
in Chicago, Illinois, helping oversee their five preg-
nancy help centers and two maternity homes. She 
is excited and humbled to bring her experience to 
support the Respect Life Ministry at St. John XXIII. 
Frances has been attending Mass at St. John XXIII as 
a seasonal visitor since the church opened in 2005 
and has lived full-time in Fort Myers since 2021. She 
is the proud mother of two boys, ages 21 and 17. 
Please feel free to contact Frances via email at: 
respectlifejohn23@gmail.com



S T A T I O N S  O F  T H E  C R O S S

www.osvnews.com/amp/2020/02/27/walking-the-stations-of-the-cross-this-lent/

The link below will take you to a very personal walking of the Stations of 
the Cross. We encourage you to pray these Stations, and if possible, do it in 
the St. John XXIII Memorial Garden. You can access this site on your phone 
and you are all set to start the clockwise walk.

LENTEN LESSONS ON THE SACRAMENTS
BRAND NEW FREE VIDEO SERIES

with Rev. Francis J. Hoffman
“Father Rocky”

This Lent, don't just give up something, DO 
something more! In this FREE video series, Father 
Rocky takes you through the seven sacraments, from 
Baptism to the Anointing of the Sick. Get behind 
the scenes insights and little-known secrets you can 
only find here!

Sign up today at: RelevantRadio.com/LENT

M E M O R I A L I Z AT I O N 
O F  C H A S U B L E S

You may have noticed that our priests have been wearing 
matching chasubles when they concelebrate Masses. Several 
months ago, the parish purchased sets of chasubles in each 
of the liturgical colors. 

Several people have donated towards a Chasuble. The following 
are still available: GREEN GREEN (3 left), RED RED (1 left), PURPLE PURPLE (1 left), 
WHITE WHITE (0 left), ROSE-COLORED ROSE-COLORED (0 left) 

These chasubles worn by our priests represent the unity of the 
Church through matching vestments when we celebrate our 
larger liturgies.

You can honor a loved one by memorializing one of these 
beautiful chasubles for a $500 donation. Please contact 
our Business Manager, Holly Atkins in the parish office at 
(239) 561-4451 for more information.

$500 Donation 
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OUTREACH
MINISTRY

LONG SLEEVE RELIEF DRIVE
COLLECTING SHIRTS NOW

Americans are all integrally connected to farmwork-
ers every time they eat. These men and women do 
some of the most important work in this country – 
feeding a nation – and deserve support. Caring about 
farmworkers reveals a care for the inherent dignity 
and humanity of the people in their communities.
The drive runs through Holy Thursday, April 17. 
Requests from agencies working for those living 
below the poverty line expanded this year and your 
help is needed. We are encouraged to participate in 
the long sleeve drive.

Donations for the drive include:
•	 light-colored, button-down long-sleeve shirts 	

(men and women S, M & L sizes) are needed.

•	 100 percent cottonshirts are preferred but not 
necessary.

•	 Donations may be placed in the box located 
in the Narthex.

PINECREST ELEMENTARY
COLLECTING HEALTHY SNACKS

St. John’s Outreach Ministry will be collecting healthy 
snacks for Pinecrest Elementary School in Immoka-
lee. This is a labor of love which we are proud to 
support by providing healthy snacks for breaks in the 
classroom and during the testing season.

•	 cracker packs
•	 breakfast bars

•	 granola bars
•	 jars of peanut butter
•	 any monetary donations for Pinecrest 		

Elementary efforts are appreciated. 

Thank you for your Lenten discernment by caring 
for those less fortunate. Donations may be left in 
the box located in the Narthex.

Please drop off individually wrapped 
snacks such as: 

			 

Information Night
MONDAY, MARCH 24

6:00PM

by Fr. Cafferell, the founder of Teams of Our Lady
“A Marriage Without Prayer Withers.”

You and your spouse are invited to a Teams of Our 
Lady Information Night for appetizers, fellowship 
and information at the home of Linda and John 
Stankiewicz on Monday, March 24th at 6:00pm

RSVP by Sunday, March 23 to John or Linda and 
receive their address: jjlinstan@aol.com

May God Bless you and your marriage.
			                 - Linda and John

THE GIFT OF

We keep Holy Water in a 
container in the Narthex. 
It is in the left corner as you 
enter the front doors. You 
are welcome to bring your 
own container.
If you need a container, we 
have some available in the 
Sacristy and you would 
need to ask a Sacristan to 
get one for you.
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Pope Francis March Prayer Intentions: For families in 
crisis, we pray that broken families might discover the cure 
for their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each 
other’s gifts, even in their differences. 
Witnessing Faith: Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane for his 
monthly radio program on Relevant Radio on 106.7 FM and 
1410 AM in Fort Myers and 93.3 FM and 1660 AM in Naples. 
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at 
8:30am on Friday, March 28. 
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.   
Marriage Rediscovery: If your marriage is troubled and 
stressed, even if you are divorced or separated, or are 
thinking about it, Marriage Rediscovery can help, as it has 
helped tens of thousands of couples. Our next program 
begins March 28-30, 2025. This is not counseling or group 
therapy. All contacts and names held in strictest confidence. 
For more information, visit www.marriagerediscovery.org 
or call (727) 343-6701
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Gospel Encounter: “Who is Jesus to you? A picture or a 
statue? Is He flesh and blood to you? We are a group of 
women who gather to meditate on the Gospels, to develop 
a personal relationship with the Living Word Himself. To 
share our experience of the Word, apply it concretely 
to our daily lives, and provide spiritual support to one 
another. In short, to “know” Jesus intimately through 
prayer according to Catholic Tradition and the Doctors 
of the Church. “Come taste and see the goodness of the 
Lord.”Interested? Gospel Encounter meets twice monthly 
in the afternoons on the second and fourth Thursdays. For 
more information contact Peggy Kepple (734) 223-8151 or 
email peggykepple@yahoo.com 
Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition 
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website: 
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org 
Free Rosary Repair: Send your broken rosaries in a padded 
envelope to Betty and Dick Holden, Free Rosary Repair 
Service, 7930 Estero Blvd., Unit 502, Fort Myers Beach, FL 
33931. Rosaries will be repaired and returned within the 
week of receipt. Donations of old rosaries are also accepted 
which will be repaired and sent to missions. Include a note 
indicating repair or donation. For more details, please call 
(239) 463-3993 or (860) 595-6370

SUNDAY, MARCH 23 - 4:00PM
St. Luke Adoration Chapel

Come join our Praise & Worship Ministry in 
the St. Luke Adoration Chapel on Sunday, 
March 23 at 4:00pm, and sing a joyful song 
to the Lord in the presence of Jesus. 
ALL ARE WELCOME: No choir experience 
necessary, just a loving, prayerful heart. 
For more information, contact: 
Gaby Frei at gabriela@gabrielafrei.com

We look forward 
to seeing you and 
praising the Lord 
together! Use this 
QR code to access 
the music.

 
SEPARATED & DIVORCED 

SUPPORT GROUP

The Separated & Divorced Group meets bi-weekly. 
For those of you struggling in your relationship, 
considering a separation or divorce and in need 
of support, come join our next session on 
Sunday, March 23 at 9:30am in the Parish Life 
Center, room St. Micheal. Our group provides 
confidentiality and guidance every 2nd and 
4th Sunday.

SUNDAY, MARCH 23
9:30AM - PARISH LIFE CENTER

Room: St. Michael

For more information contact:
Carole Wheeler-Antle (239) 850-7443 

email: cdwantle819@gmail.com





CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mario’s
Meat Market

and Deli
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Aesthetic
The

Dental Centre

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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