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PASTOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju 
frjay@johnxxiii.net

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com
Deacon John Foucault

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

PRAYING THE ROSARY:
7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7:00am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:
8:30am-6:00pm (Mon Tue Thurs Fri)
8:30am-3:45pm (Wed)
8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

Mass Inten t i on s

MARCH 16, 2025 - SECOND SUNDY OF LENT 
•	 1ST READING 	 GENESIS 15:5-12, 17-18
•	 PSALM		  PSALM 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14
•	 2ND READING	 PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1
•	 GOSPEL		  LUKE 9:28B-36

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest DOV. 

MONDAY, MARCH 10
•	 8:00 AM † Arlene Catherine Woods by Debby Welch

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
•	 8:00 AM † Edward James Kruger, Sr. by his wife, Dolores

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
•	 8:00 AM † Michael Brohen by Michael & Aimee Monteiro

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
•	 8:00 AM † Lelio DeSantis by The DeSantis Family

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
•	 8:00 AM † John F. McMahon, Jr. by Larry & Arlene Schuetz

SATURDAY, MARCH 15
•	 8:00 AM ♥ Suja Jose by the family
•	 4:00 PM † Michael Joseph Kennedy by The Davino Family
•	 8:00 PM - Health & Peace by C. Hoa Quach - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, MARCH 16
•	 7:15 AM † Mary Kathleen Atkins by The Deas Family
•	 9:15 AM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 11:15 AM † Donald Laux by his wife, Susan
•	 1:30 PM ♥ Jaramillo & Guerra-Salgado Families by Viviana

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245
Maintenance 
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245                           
Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           
Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                        
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Ellen Januszkiewicz
ellen@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                            
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       

Mondays, Wednesdays
Thursdays & Fridays:
•	 10:30am - 11:30am Confessions 
•	 12pm(Noon) Pilgrim Mass

Tuesdays:
•	 5:00pm Confessions
•	 6:00pm Mass
•	 6:30 Adoration
•	 7:00pm Benediction

SPECIAL Jubilee
CELEBRATIONS
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII

Pastor

Dear Friends,

On Ash Wednesday, we reflected on Prayer, Almsgiving and Fasting.

On this first Sunday of Lent, we have a deeper reflection on fasting with the help 
of the Gospel. Jesus had many occasions for temptation. Not only the temptations 
in the desert as we read in the Gospel today, but Jesus faced them directly, fought 
them, took the pain and agony, and yet never yielded to weakness, successfully 
winning them all over.  

Satan directed anxiety and temptation to Jesus on several occasions. For instance, 
when announcing His upcoming passion and death, or when people wanted Him 
to be their King after being fed with His miracle of multiplication of bread, or 
when pharisees and scribes, or even one of the thieves on the cross directly 
challenged His authority etc. Despite this, He fought with prayer, charity (His 
miracles) and fasting (physical and spiritual).

In the Gospel, we find Jesus showcasing His highest morale to fight against 
temptation. Fasting plays a major role in building up our morale. Fasting from 
food (and certain other needs as well), is a powerful tool to practice willful 
resistance to temptations. Fasting, as a practice, helps fight our ego. The devil 
questioned Jesus, ‘if you are the Son of God….and if you worship me…’. Jesus 
fought back by refusing to yield to His temptation of egotism. He tells us that the 
real food is the word of God (for now, and later in the Holy Eucharist), to fight 
against temptation.

Let us continue to reflect on fasting….the world needs fasting not starvation. 
We need fasting not only from food but from many forms of addiction to different 
evils. Each of us, and the world, need to find the real food that nourishes our 
morale, resist evils and builds our relationship with God and others.  

What evil would I like to remove from myself and how does it relate to my ego?  
How am I going to make my fasting meaningful during this Lenten season?  

May God bless you and your family during this grace-filled season.

•	 Reading 1: Deuteronomy 26:4-10

•	 Reading 2: Romans 10:8-13

•	 Gospel: Luke 4:1-13

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju
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In Memory of:	 Eleanor Talley
Requested by:	 Paul Talley

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William               
Sandy Szymanski  
Marie Boutwell 
Vincent Falvo
Mark Dugo
Carolyn Smith
Polley Sedahl 
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr
Jackie Ryall
Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett
Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain

Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob
Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio 
Robert Zielinski
Kevin Walsh
Cora Davies
Elizabeth M. Sekel & Family
Gregory Digiovanni 
Anakaren & Baby Castillo
The Cooper Family
Denis Ryan
Patricia Bell
Linda Barnas
MaryAnne McDowell
Baby Lenox Switalski
Alaster Steven
Rosanne Meade
Sue Mancione
John Ryan
Bill Trefzer
Maggie Watson
Lucy Sloan

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Tom Fortunato
Carmen Parillia 
Susan Kabella
Maureen Dolan
Paul Cook

Prayers forEternal Life

In Memory of:  Edward Kruger, Sr.
Requested by:  Dolores & Family

Adorat i onChape l

LENTEN PRAYER

Loving God, During the 
sacred season of Lent, bring 
me closer to you. Prepare a 
place in my home and heart 
for silence and solitude, so 
that I may rediscover the 

grace of a prayer-filled life.
Help me to fast from those 

things that threaten the 
well-being of my body and 
soul and remind me of the 

grace  of simplicity.
Enlarge my heart so that I 

give to those in need and, in 
so doing, rediscover the grace 
and gratitude and generosity.

May this season be a 
grace-filled time to rekindle 

my love for, and faith in You.
Amen
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•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
Lt. Colonel Ken Hussey
Lt. Com. Zachary Gagis

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, March 23, 2025 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, March 10
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/Martha/Mary - 1pm
•	 Adult Confirmation Class: PLC/St. Michael - 6pm  
•	 KofC Meeting: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7pm 
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, March 11
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm 
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am   
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Main Hall - 10am 
•	 Bereavement: PLC/Bernadette/Michael - 1:30pm   
•	 Bingo: Main Hall (Doors open 5:30pm/Games 6:30pm) 
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 5pm/Pilgrim Mass: 6pm - Chapel  
•	 Pilgrim Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6:30pm 
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm  
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, March 12
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Zoom Only - 9:30pm 
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am 
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel   
•	 Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm 
•	 Sacrament Prep Teaching Mass Church - 6:15pm   
•	 MSYG Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm 
•	 Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________
Thursday, March 13
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm   
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel 
•	 Gospel Encounter: PLC/St. Michael - 1pm 
•	 Legacy Workshop w/ Michael Moore: Main Hall - 1:30pm 
•	 Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm   
•	 Journey to Hope: PLC/St. Therese - 6pm
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm 
•	 Sacred Art w/ Vanessa Akin - Main Hall - 6:30pm
•	 Rooted Married: PLC/St. Susanna - 7pm 
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Zoom Only - 7pm ____________________________________________________________
Friday, March 14
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 6pm 		

with Overnight Adoration from 6pm-8am    
•	 1st Friday Adoration: Church - 8:30am 
•	 Pilgrim Confession: 10:30am/Pilgrim Mass: 12pm - Chapel 
•	 Stations of the Cross: Church - 6pm 
•	 Mass of Remembrance: Chapel - 6:30pm
•	 Spanish Stations of the Cross: Church - 7pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Saturday, March 15 
•	 Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Confessions after 8am Mass  
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm    
•	 Growing Rich in Mercy: Main Hall - 9am-12pm 
•	 KofC Food Drive: Outside Parking Lot - 10am-1pm 
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm  
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Sunday, March 16
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am   
•	 KofC Pancake Breakfast: Main Hall - 8:15am-11:15am 
•	 Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am   
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am     
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Carmelite Meeting: PLC/St. Martha/Mary - 1:30pm
•	 Parish Mission w/ Rev. Monahan: Church - 6:30pm-8pm



PA R I S H
MISSION

2 0 2 5

All are invited to the 2025 Parish Mission. 
Please join Rev. Shawn Monahan for our 
Parish Mission as we prepare for Lent:

6:30pm - 8:00pm in the Church

•	 Sunday, March 16
•	 Monday, March 17
•	 Tuesday, March 18

Join Us!

About Rev. Shawn Monahan
Shawn Monahan, OMV, was ordained a priest for the Oblates of the Virgin Mary in 2002. 
Since then, he has been blessed to experience a variety of apostolic ministry throughout his 
years of priesthood as a parish priest in New Jersey and Illinois, as a certified retreat and 
spiritual director at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, and as a Novice Master helping young men 
discern their vocation at Our Lady of Grace Seminary. He has a passion for helping others 
heal the wounds that come from living in a broken world so that they may experience Jesus’s 
deepest desire to live a more abundant life.

This work has helped Rev. Shawn 
to develop a deep understanding 
of the dynamics of growth and 
maturity in Christian life and how 
to overcome and heal the wounds 
that hold us back from experiencing 
Jesus’ deepest desire for each of 
us: “I came so that they might 
have life and have it more 
abundantly.” Rev. Shawn Monahan

     for
PILGRIMS
    of HOPE

HEALING 
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Fridays in Lent
CONTINUES TO FRIDAY, APRIL 11
8:00am Mass with Benediction
6:00pm Stations of the Cross
7:00pm Spanish Stations of the Cross
Adoration Chapel: 8:30am - 6:00pm 
All Night Adoration: 6:00pm - 8:00am
(code needed after 6:00pm)

Parish Mission
MARCH 16, 17, 18
6:30pm in the Church with preacher:		
Rev. Shawn Monahan 

Lenten Reconciliation Service
MARCH 27
6:30pm in the Church

Saturday
APRIL 12
MASSES:
4:00pm - Vigil Mass
8:00pm - Vietnamese Mass

Palm Sunday
APRIL 13
MASSES:
7:15am, 9:15am, and 11:15am
1:30pm - Spanish Mass

Lent 
is the journey 
that moves us 
toward the cross

Fasting
&

Regulations
The following information reminds the faithful of 
the regulations for fast and abstinence during the 
Lent and Easter season:

REGULATIONS ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE
Lent has begun and ends prior to the celebration of 
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, 
April 17. The Lenten Season is a time for prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving as we prepare to celebrate 
the Paschal Mystery of our Faith. 
FASTING is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday by all Catholics between the ages of 18 years and 
59 years (inclusive). On a fast day one full meal is allowed. 
Two smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may 
be taken according to each one’s needs, but together 
they should not equal another full meal. Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed. If 
possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until 
the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal 
fast” to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, 
and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to 
celebrate more readily His Resurrection.
ABSTINENCE  from meat is to be observed by 
all Catholics who are 14 years of age and older. Ash 
Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent (and Good Friday) 
are the days of abstinence.
NOTE: If a person is unable to observe the above 
regulations due to ill health or other serious reasons, 
they are urged to practice other forms of self-denial that 
are suitable to their condition.
FASTING, ALMSGIVING AND PRAYER are the three 
traditional disciplines of Lent. The faithful and catechu-
mens should undertake these practices seriously in a 
spirit of penance and of preparation for baptism or of 
renewal of baptism at Easter. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2025
JUNE 23 - 27 (9:00AM - 12PM)

PRE-K through 6th Grade

JUNE 10-15 ($550/CAMPER)
Lake Placid Camp & Conference Center

Lake Placid, FL 33852

Camp Veritas offers an irreplaceable summer camp 
experience! Teens grow as joyful, intentional  
disciples of Jesus Christ through team-building 
activities, sports, engaging testimonies, the 
sacraments and more.

WWW.CAMPVERITAS.ORG
@camp_veritas @TheCampVeritas

Summer
2025

BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to 
baptize your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy 
to help your family prepare for the celebration. 
Baptisms are offered after the preparation process 
is completed by the parents and are scheduled 
only after the preparation process is completed by 
the parents. Please do not make arrangements for 
family members until you have actually received 
a date. Contact Frannie at 239-561-2245 for more 
information or to begin the process.
FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist 
and First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or 
above, who have expressed a desire and willingness 
and are attending Mass, are welcome to begin the 
two year process of preparing for these Sacraments. 
The first year consists of regular attendance at Faith 
Formation classes or through a Diocesan Catholic 
school.  (Either St. Francis Xavier or St. Andrew) The 
second year continues those classes, but also adds in 
direct Sacramental Preparation (Reconciliation and 
Communion) sessions. For more information or 
to begin the process, please contact Frannie at 
239-561-7499. Parents who home school their 
children must contact the office during Year I. 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating 
the Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process 
that begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated 
in the Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly 
welcome!). Each year consists of Faith Formation 
through the parish Youth Group or a Diocesan 
Catholic school (Bishop Verot) as well as scheduled 
Confirmation classes and a retreat. Please note: 
Students from Bishop Verot must register and attend 
the preparation classes at the beginning of 9th 
grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would 
like more information on our program, contact Kelly 
Evers at 239-561-3022 to begin the process.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Congratulations on 
your decision to enter the beautiful sacrament of 
marriage! The heart of Marriage Preparation in the 
Catholic Church is the realization that “your wedding 
is one day but your marriage lasts a lifetime.”  Couples 
wishing to be married will need to contact us at least 
six months prior to the desired date. A venue should 
not be booked prior to first meeting with a priest 
and getting a confirmation from the parish office. 
The engaged couple will complete the Witness to 
Love program alongside a mentor couple, fill out 
the required forms, provide updated Baptismal 
Certificate(s) and attend a Diocesan retreat. For 
more information or to begin the process, please 
contact the parish office at 239-561-2245

THE Sacraments
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Adult Education
OPPORTUNITES
SACRED ART
WITH VANESSA AKIN 

Thursday, March 13 at 6:30pm - PLC
Embark on a visual journey through time with our lecture, 
“Unveiling Sacred Art” This unique exploration delves into 
the divine beauty of Catholic art from the majestic 
Medieval period, through the enlightened Renaissance, 
to the dramatic heights of the Baroque era.
Discover how each brushstroke and chisel mark in 
masterpieces like Giotto’s frescoes, Michelangelo’s 
Sistine Chapel, and Bernini’s ecstatic sculptures not only 
captured the essence of faith but also shaped the cultural 
and spiritual landscape of Europe. Join us as we unravel 
the stories, techniques, and profound theological symbol-
ism behind these timeless treasures, offering an enriched 
understanding of their artistic heritage.

ACCESS
ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED 
right at your fingertips:
1. Apple users can download the iOS 	
     app.
2. Android users can use FORMED on 	
     the go with these easy instructions.

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place! 
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring 
talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks. All just 
a click away! Take advantage of your FREE subscription 
to FORMED.
HERE IS HOW EASY IT IS:
1.) Go to formed.org
2.) Click on Register
3.) Create your FREE account by entering our
parish code and your email address.
Our Parish Code is 1823ee

OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!

Refle c t i on QUESTIONS

Order of Christian Initiation

All parishioners are invited to share in the 
OCIA experience by making them aware of the 
Reflection Questions that the participants are 
discussing each week. 
Below are the next session reflections:
3/9 - Rite of Sending and Election         
NO SESSION

3/16 - Reflect on Rites and Creed 

3/23 - Christian Morality/1st Scrutiny         
What are the challenges to living life by the 
WWJD model?

3/30 - Respect Life/2nd Scrutiny        
How might you promote respect life from 
conception to natural death?      

It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.

ACTS 20:35b
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FRIDAY, MARCH 14 - 6:30PM
IN THE CHAPEL

HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED 
THE LOSS OF A CHILD?

To honor and celebrate the children of all ages that 
we have lost, St. John XXIII Catholic Church, will 
hold a special Liturgy in remembrance of them, on 
FRIDAY, MARCH 14 AT 6:30PM IN THE CHAPEL
We will remember them, hear their names and 
celebrate the life we had with them. The grief we 
experience teaches us how to bear our sorrow and 
be able to listen and comfort others that have 
suffered such a loss. There will be a social gathering 
after the Liturgy in the Narthex. 
Please bring an unframed picture of your child 
that can be pinned on a display. If no picture is 
available, we will have mementos available that 
can be used. All are welcome: please feel free to 
bring friends or family members. If you are unable 
to attend but would like your child’s name included, 
please call Helen Tuffy, FCN at (239) 826-6873 or 
email Helengtuffy@gmail.com

A special prayer card will be distributed.

- Washington Irving (1783-1855)

“There is sadness in tears. They are not the 
mark of weakness, but of power. They speak 
more eloquently than 10 thousand tongues. 
They are the messengers of overwhelming 
grief, deep contrition and unspeakable love.”

		

SPRING CAMPAIGN
For more information visit: 

www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Prayer Vigils

THROUGH APRIL 13

Planned Parenthood
anytime between 11:00am - 5:00pm

6418 Commerce Park Drive, Ft. Myers

Can you spare 15 minutes, ½ hour, or 1 hour, 1 day 
a week? Join us for Prayer Vigils each TUESDAY or 
THURSDAY any time between 11am-5pm.

If you would like more information about our ministry, 
or you are interested in volunteering, please email: 
respectlifejohn23@gmail.com or call Maureen Nash at 
(239) 823-6800



Attendees will obtain 
important information on: 

St. John XXIII Church has partnered with the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Southwest Florida and local estate planning experts to 
host a complimentary workshop, which will provide participants with 
the knowledge they need to make critical health, legal and financial 
decisions for themselves and/or a loved one.

Attendees will obtain 
important information on: 
Attendees will obtain 
important information on: 

A COMPLIMENTARY LIFE PLANNING WORKSHOP

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
1:30pm - 3:00pm
Parish Life Center

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

presents

Planning FOR
Tomorrow

Attendees will obtain 
important information on: 

Attendees will obtain
important information on:

RESERVE YOUR PLACE TODAY
CALL:  941-486-4722

Avoiding Guardianship, Wills vs. 
Trusts, Probate, Durable Power of 

Attorney, Beneficiary Designations, 
Healthcare Surrogates, Advanced 

Directives, Financial Planning, 
Smarter Ways to Give, Funeral 

Planning, St. John XXIII’s
Memorial Garden and more.  
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SATURDAY, MARCH 15
10AM-1PM

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

•	 1 book of game cards is $20
•	 2 books of game cards is $35
•	 Daubers cost $1
•	 Each game pack includes 18 chances to win! 
•	 Food and snacks available for purchase.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
PARISH LIFE CENTER
Doors open at 5:30pm
Games begin at 6:30pm

MUST BE 21 TO PLAY
All proceeds go to a charity in our community.

OUTREACH
MINISTRY

LONG SLEEVE RELIEF DRIVE

Americans are all integrally connected to farmworkers 
every time they eat. These men and women do some 
of the most important work in this country – feeding a 
nation – and deserve support. Caring about farmworkers 
reveals a care for the inherent dignity and humanity of 
the people in their communities.
The drive runs through Holy Thursday, April 17. 
Requests from agencies working for those living below 
the poverty line expanded this year and your help is 
needed. We are encouraged to participate in the long 
sleeve drive.

Donations for the drive include:
•	 light-colored, button-down long-sleeve shirts 	

(men and women S, M & L sizes) are needed.

•	 100 percent cotton is preferred but not necessary.

•	 Donations may be placed in the box located in 
the Narthex.

COLLECTING SHIRTS NOW

PINECREST ELEMENTARY
COLLECTING HEALTHY SNACKS

St. John’s Outreach Ministry will be collecting healthy 
snacks for Pinecrest Elementary School in Immokalee. 
This is a labor of love which we are proud to support by 
providing healthy snacks for breaks in the classroom and 
during the testing season.

•	 cracker packs
•	 breakfast bars

•	 granola bars
•	 jars of peanut butter
•	 any monetary donations for Pinecrest Elementary 

efforts are appreciated. 

Thank you for your Lenten discernment by caring for 
those less fortunate. Donations may be left in the 
box located in the Narthex.

Please drop off individually wrapped 
snacks such as: 



OUTREACH
MINISTRY

•	 cracker packs
•	 breakfast bars

Pictured: Gloria Larson from NAMI and Larry Evener, Grand  
of the Knights of Columbus 
NAMI provides mental health help, support or guidance 
for both the individual and their family. They will meet 
with you at your home, hospital or where help is needed.

Knight s o fColumbus
WHAT’S NEW?

Pancake Breakfast
SUNDAY, MARCH 16: PARISH LIFE CENTER after the 
7:15am and 9:15am Masses. The Knights will be selling 
tickets THIS WEEKEND. 

ADULTS: $10
CHILDREN: $5
(12 and under)

MENU INCLUDES:
•	 Pancakes/Syrup
•	 Sausage Links
•	 Scrambled Eggs
•	 Coffee/Juice/Waterproceeds benefit our community!

SILVER ROSE
Celebra t i on



R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M
NAME: ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email Holly Atkins at holly@johnxxiii.net or call the office (239) 561-2245

PAYMENT METHOD: CHECKo CASHo CREDIT CARDo

S T A T I O N S  O F  T H E  C R O S S

www.osvnews.com/amp/2020/02/27/walking-the-stations-of-the-cross-this-lent/

The link below will take you to a very personal walking of the Stations of 
the Cross. We encourage you to pray these Stations, and if possible, do it in 
the St. John XXIII Memorial Garden. You can access this site on your phone 
and you are all set to start the clockwise walk.

LENTEN LESSONS ON THE SACRAMENTS
BRAND NEW FREE VIDEO SERIES

with Rev. Francis J. Hoffman
“Father Rocky”

We Christians believe that ‘Grace builds on Nature” and therefore we need to grow in 
our capacity to be at home with ourselves. The cost is $100.00 with half going to the Mercy 
Center and half to the parish for the workbook and supplies. You can make out a check to 
St. John XXIII and drop it off at the office or in the collection basket with your registration.

PARISH L IFE CENTER:  9:00AM - 12:00PM

•	 SATURDAY,  MARCH 15 - Beginnings: New Adventures

DISCOVERING THE PEARL 
OF GREAT PRICE

Healing Spiritual Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price 

Healing 
Spiritual
Shame Fr. Bill  JaremaWITH

Join us for the LAST SESSION!

This Lent, don't just give up something, DO 
something more! In this FREE video series, Father 
Rocky takes you through the seven sacraments, from 
Baptism to the Anointing of the Sick. Get behind 
the scenes insights and little-known secrets you can 
only find here!

Sign up today at: RelevantRadio.com/LENT

Joint Event in the Parish Life Center

Registration Required faithandale.com       faithandwineleecounty.com

THURSDAY, MARCH 20     6:00PM
FEATURING: TIM GRAY, PH.D.   



FORSOLES SOULS
18th Annual  Sneaker  Dr ive

NOW 
THROUGH 
MARCH 31

R E Q U E S T  F O R M  F O R :  S N E A K E R S / B A C K P A C K S / E A S T E R  F O O D

The large sneaker in the Narthex marks the start 
of our 18th Annual Sneaker Drive, providing 
shoes to children in need for the beginning of 
their school year. This fundraiser is sponsored by 
the Women’s Guild of St. John XXIII in support of 
our Outreach Ministry.
Please take an envelope from the Display Table, 
enclose your donation, and return it by mail or 
in the Collection Basket at Mass. Last year, 332 
children benefitted from your generosity!
If you are a registered and active parishioner in 
need of help with school shoes for your child, 
please complete the request form below. It may be 
returned by email to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com or 
by mail (or in person) to the parish office.

SOLES for SOULS 
March 1 – 31, 2025 

 
The large Sneaker in the Narthex marks the start of our 18th Annual Sneaker Drive, providing shoes to 
children in need for the start of their School Year.  This fund raiser is sponsored by the Women’s Guild  
of St. John XXIII in support of our Outreach Ministry. 
 
Please take an envelope from the Display Table, enclose your donation, and return it by mail or in the 
Collection Basket at Mass.   Last year 483 children benefitted from your generosity. 
 
If you are a Registered and Active Parishioner in need of help with school shoes for your child, please 
complete the Request Form below.  It may be returned by email to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com,  or by 
Mail (or in person) to the Parish Office.   
 
 
      REQUEST FORM:  SNEAKERS / BACKPACKS / EASTER FOOD 

Must be received by March 31, 2025 
   PARENT  NAME 
Last 
First 

PHONE # EMAIL 

 

 
Child’s First Name 

Check One 
 

BOY 
 

GIRL 
 

 
AGE 

*See Note 

 Shoe 
 SIZE 

Check One 
Kid 
Size   

Adult 
Size 

 

Check One 
BACKPACK 
YES NO 

 

 

GRADE 

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
*Note:  Parents, please provide CORRECT Shoe Size. We order in bulk & cannot exchange/return. 

 

  EASTER FOOD - If you need help with Food for Easter, please provide: 
                                                     Number in your Family: ____                 
     

  PICK-UP FOOD - Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14, 2025, between 1 - 3 pm. 
 

 

PARENT NAME:
LAST ____________________
FIRST ____________________

PHONE NUMBER: ___________________ EMAIL: _________________________________

THIS  FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 31,  2025

Joint Event in the Parish Life Center

Registration Required faithandale.com       faithandwineleecounty.com  n

THURSDAY, MARCH 20     6:00PM
FEATURING: TIM GRAY, PH.D.   

  n

“Lent as the Model for the Spiritual Life” - $25 PER PERSON 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available in the church from 3:30-4:30pm 
followed by Mass at 5pm. The event starts in the Parish Life Center at 6pm.

EASTER FOOD: If you need help with Food for Easter, please provide number in your family: ____                
PICK-UP FOOD: Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14, 2025, between 1pm - 3pm
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Journey TO

We offer a monthly support group to provide direction, 
resources, and hope to family members when a loved 
one has a mental health condition. We meet the second 
Thursday of each month at 6pm in Parish Life Center in 
the St. Therese classroom. The next meeting will take 
place on Thursday, March 13.
If you would like more information, please email: 
Joanne Halt at joanne.halt@gmail.com 

NEXT MEETING:  MARCH 13     6pm n 

St. Therese Classroom
PARISH LIFE CENTER

			 

Information Night
MONDAY, MARCH 24

6:00PM

by Fr. Cafferell, the founder of Teams of Our Lady
“A Marriage Without Prayer Withers.”

You and your spouse are invited to a Teams of Our 
Lady Information Night for appetizers, fellowship 
and information at the home of Linda and John 
Stankiewicz on Monday, March 24th at 6:00pm

RSVP by Sunday, March 23 to John or Linda and 
receive their address: jjlinstan@aol.com

May God Bless you and your marriage.
			                 - Linda and John

Mission Mary Movement is a prayer initiative 
that encourages everyone to become a mis-
sionary, or rather, a “MissionMARY”, even if 
you never leave your home. It is very simple. 
Just PRAY and TELL. You pray for someone, then 
tell them.  The goal is to encourage everyone 
to pray for each other. It doesn’t matter if the 
person you pray for is Catholic, Christian, or 
even atheist. It could be a friend, a relative, an 
acquaintance, or even a foe. This is God’s list – 
not yours. 

There are Three Steps:
1.	 IDENTIFY: Make a list of names of people 

you know. Ask God for guidance on who 
goes on the list.  You may be surprised to 
find some people you don’t particularly 
care for coming into your mind. Don’t fight 
it. Add them to the list. Once you have your 
list, put each name on a slip of paper and 
put it in a hat – or use a list randomizer so 
that you don’t know who you are praying 
for until you draw the name. 

2.	 PRAY: Pick a new name each day and pray 
for that person’s intentions. You can say 
a rosary or some other prayer. Whatever 
moves you. 

3.	 TELL: Contact the person you prayed for 
and let them know that you prayed for their 
intentions that day. It is important that 
you pray for their intentions, not just the 
person, because it makes the recipient 
think of what they are asking God for at 
that moment. It then becomes a conversa-
tion between them and God. 

Join Us: 
You can also join the MissionMaryMovement 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/
group/2150162642086415

Start your own list and add who you prayed for 
each day. #MissionMaryMovement

M I S S I O N
MOVEMENT

Mary
JOIN THE
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Aesthetic
The

Dental Centre

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 
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