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February 16, 2025

Please Note:

SATURDAY
CONFESSIONS
takes place in the
church from
8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

PASTOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju
frjay@johnxxiii.net
PAROCHIAL VICARS

Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frioseph@johnxxiii.net

Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net
DEACONS

Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:

A priestis on call 7 days a week,
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973

Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT:
You are encouraged to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick before

being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:

St. Columbkille
239-489-3973

Health Park & Hope Hospice

St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161

Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818

Select Hospital

LEHIGH ACRES:

St. Raphael
239-369-1831

Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital

and Health & Rehab Center

BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

PRAYING THE ROSARY:

7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7:00am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL: i
8:30am-6:00pm (Mon Tue Thurs Fri)
8:30am-3:45pm (Wed

e
8:30am-3:30pm Satu)rday)

G’%&Jz @ZM&/MZ’MM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
e 8:00 AM t Patricia G. Sierra by Michael & Patricia Marco

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
e 8:00 AM t Thomas Beile by The Beile Family

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
e 8:00 AM ¥ Barbara Regan by Tom & Mary Lu McGreal

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
e 8:00 AM ¥ Paul McCallum by Chuck & Wanda McCallum

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
e 8:00 AM T Everett Keith by Friends of St. John XXIII

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

e 8:00 AM t Patricia Anastasio by Anthony & Rose

e 4:00 PM t Michael Hesselbach by Cleo & Mike Hesselbach
e 8:00 PM t Joseph by C. Tuong & Family - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23

e 7:15 AM T Rev. Fr. Norman Fischer by Marc & Lucy Bingcang
e 9:15 AM * Ted Bierch by Alice M. Bierch

e 11:15 AM ¥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII

e 1:30 PM ¥ Evelyn Guadalupe Garcia - anonymous

MASS SCHEDULE:

8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)

8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

*%**MASS INTENTION UPDATE* * * *

The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses”
which is given by a retired or priest DOV.

FEBRUARY 23, 2025 READINGS

+ 1ST READING 1 SAMUEL 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
+  PSALM PSALM 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
*  2ND READING 1 CORINTHIANS 15:45-49

+  GOSPEL LUKE 6:27-38

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
in observance of President’s Day

St. Luke Adoration Chapel OPEN
8:30am - 6:00pm

St. John XXIII Thirft Store CLOSED

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245

Maintenance
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245

Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Receptionist

Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Ellen Janusziewicz
ellen@johnxxiii.nett
239-561-2245

Bulletin Editor

Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Music Director

John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-3022

Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097

15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245




The
St. John XXIIl
Pastor

Fr. Gu

‘Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose hope is the Lord’. (1st Reading)
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all.
(2nd Reading) Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold your reward will be
great in heaven! (Gospel Reading)

In the Joy of the Jubilee year of Hope, having sparked the Eucharistic revival at our
personal, family and national level in the recent years, we are called by God for a
special sanctification of our lives. Yes, from the day our Bishop Dewane announced
our parish as one of the Pilgrim Sites, where people from all over the diocese are
going to visit our campus throughout the year until January 6th 2026, we have been
busy in detailing the physical arrangements, safety, security, crowd management,
staffing etc., with all the great ideas and help of a committee of disciples and staff.

One of the committee members, Phil Fontaine, appreciating all the detailing, raised
a very deep and thoughtful question/reflection: What are we going to provide to the
pilgrims? Just an experience of visiting our Church or real conversion and healing to
the pilgrims? Yes, this is a serious question resounding solidly in my mind and, so
might do to you as well.

We are all pilgrims in this world. A pilgrim site is a place of spiritual refreshing,
reviving, and renaissance. We are fortunate to have our parish as one such site to
make ourselves fit to travel our onward journey to heaven. Pilgrims will be bringing
their “hopes” to our Lord in the pilgrim site at our Church. I’'m confident that we will
provide an environment for the pilgrims to experience the spiritual nourishment they
need. But we need to ask ourselves the following questions:

Are we seriously reviving ourselves? How could we experience conversion and healing
A at our personal and family levels? Here are some tips to make some meaningful
d spiritual renewal in this Jubilee year:

e My plan will be to discuss my hope of conversion and healing with my spouse, my
children and my family.

e Being fortunate to have my parish as a Pilgrim Site, | am going to make the
pilgrimage along with my spouse and children during the week of February 24th
through February 28th, choosing a suitable day.

The week of February 24th-28th is allocated as a special week for our parishioners
— to do pilgrimages at our parish. You will gain grace and joy by choosing any one of
the days. Enjoy visits to the 9 Identified Prayer Locations; Prayer Walks; Confessions
1 and Holy Mass and gain plenary indulgences. The details of the Jubilee Pilgrimage

LJL program are in this bulletin.
H///'N\ This week, by visiting tables in the Narthex, if you are inspired to serve as disciples
U/ in St. John XXIII Outreach Ministry or St. John XXIII Thrift Store, please contact the
= = ministry leads or our parish office.
Next week, you will find people/disciples who will be providing information on the
o ministries of: Adoration Chapel, Journey to Hope (Mental Health Ministry), New
—, Parishioners Orientation and Knights of Columbus. Your prayerfuJ\con5|derat|on is to

L serve ‘hope’!

) God Bless, Fr. Jay Raju m q @«J\HF\
J /
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JUBILEE YEAR :
OF HOPE 2025

Jubilee
PRAYER

Father in Heaven, may the
faith You have gifted us in
Your son, Jesus Christ, our
brother, and the flame of
charity kindled in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, reawaken
in us, the blessed hope for the
coming of your Kingdom.
May Your grace transform
us into diligent cultivators
of the evangelical seeds
that make humanity and the
cosmos rise unto the confi-
dent expectation of the new
heavens and the new earth,
when, with the powers of evil
overcome, Your glory shall be
manifested eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pa’ég«u’m
of Hope, the yearning for
heavenly treasures and pour
over all the earth the joy and
peace of our Redeemer, To
You, God, blessed in eternity,
be praise and glory for ever
and ever. Awme.

J
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Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer
Laura Ford
Braden O’Halloran
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William
Sandy Szymanski
Marie Boutwell
Steve Berdeaux
Marilyn Dittrich
Jonathan Lochner
Vy Ho & Baby Evie Dang
Mary Ann Owen
Chuck Nieset
Shannon Halt
Vincent Falvo
Mark Dugo
Carolyn Smith
Polley Sedahl
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr

Jackie Ryall

Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Anne Jennings

Linda Bissett

Dean DeRose

Sharon Louden

Denny Baginski

Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo

Debra Jacob

Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio

Robert Zielinski

Kevin Walsh

Cora Davies

Elizabeth M. Sekel & Family
Gregory Digiovanni
Anakaren & Baby Castillo
The Cooper Family
Denis Ryan

Patricia Bell

Linda Barnas

MaryAnne McDowell
Baby Lenox Switalski
Alaster Steven

Rosanne Meade

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month.
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to

the prayer book in the Narthex.

The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email

eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

G’%/mw'ﬂyz %Mb o%ma// e

You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week.
Please inquire in the parish office.

@@Zﬂayﬂ% for Slomal OE%

Life is changed, not ended.
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!

Deceased Parishioners of St. John XXIII

Tabomacte Candle

In Memory of: Anna, Ellen & Henry Peter
Requested by: Dan & Gerri Perkins

@//%ﬂbwfm/& %é@@ﬂ/

In Memory of: Stanley Wierzba
Requested by: Margaret Wierzba
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WY ST, Jorn XXIII

| » Catholic Church
Weekly Calendar -

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

MondaZ February 17

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - Pre5|dent s Day

St. John XXIII Thrift Store Closed

Rosary - 7: 15am/|Da|Iy Mass: Church 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am

Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
Jubilee Confession: 10:30am/Jubilee Mass: 12pm - Chapel
NO Craftie Ladies

Adult Confirmation Class: PL I</It M|chael
Women’s Guild: PLC/Martha/Mary -
Walking w/Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm

uesday, February 18
Rosary - 7: 15am/Da|Iy Mass Church - 8am
doratlon Ch\/\Pe open 8:30am - 6pm
enmgt e rd: Zoom/PLC - 9am
alking w/Purpose: Main Hall -
Bereavement: PLC/Bern dette M|chaeI 1:30pm
Jubjlee Confession: 5pm/Jubilee Mass: 6pm - Chapel
Early Church Hijstory Class: Main Hall - 6:30pm
Jubilee Adoration & Benediction: Cha eI - 30£)
H|s an|c Charismatic Prayer Grosp 5pm
ofC 4th Degree Meeting: PLC/u M|c aeI 7pm
AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm
Wednesda% Februar¥
Rosary - 7:15am/Da Mass Church - 8am
Adoratlon hapeI op en :30am - 3:45pm
aIk|n Purpose: Zoom Only - 9:30pm
Pastora Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
Jubilee Confession: 10: 30am/Jub|Iee Mass 1%)m Chapel
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Faith Formation Sessmn 1 PLC}J Iassrooms 4:15pm
Pizza Social: Main Hall
iddie School Youth Group |n Hall - 6:15p
Falth Formation Session 2: PLC/Classrooms - 6 15pm
Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7:30pm

Thursday, Februar

6pm

©0 00000000 0 —

Rosary - 7:15am Bally Mass: Church - 8am

Adoratlon Chapel open 8;30am - 6pm
Church History CIass Main Hall - 9am

Jubilee Confession: 10;:30am/Jubilee Mass: 12pm - Chapel
Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church 5:30pm

e Fajth & Ale: Main Hall -

e Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church 6:30pm

e Walking w/Purpose: Zoom Only - 7pm

Friday, February 21

e Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass Church - 8am

e Adoration Cha{)el open 8:30am - 6pm

with Overnight Adoration from 6pm-8am

e Jubilee Confession: 10:30am/Jubilee Mass: 12pm—ChapeI
e Jubilee Divine Mercy Chaplet: Chapel - 3pm

e Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal Church - 8pm
Saturday, FebruarY

e Rosary-7am/Da Mass Church - 8am

o onfessmns after m Mass

o Adoratlon Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm

e Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex

o Growmg in Mercy: Mam HaII -9am -12(noon)

e Vigil Mass: Church -

e Casino Night: Main HaII -6pm

e Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm

Sundag/ February 23

o am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am
o Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex

e Pre-Schoo] Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am

e Separated/Divorced GrouB LC/St. Michael - 9:30am
o Social Sunday GospeI LC/ St Therese - 10:10am

e Adult Choir Rehear apeI - 10:30am

e OCIA Meeting: P St Martha St. Mary - 10:30am
[ ]
[ ]

Spanish Mass: Church 8
Praise & Worship: Adoratlon hapel - 4pm

| WELCOME |
Now Fuvishionoss

Melissa Caprio Scott & Kathleen Perra
Samantha Romero Charles & Karina Filholm
Carla Barboza Richard & Elaine Allison
Oscar Barboza Dave Secrest & Mahyra Arion
Ivan Piedad Tanner & Shelby Rainwater

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, March 23, 2025

after the 11:15am Mass.

Registering at St. John XXIll is a declaration of your desire to be
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know
your email address or you can even update it on the parish

website: www.johnxxiii.net

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket.

Owy C“%J/é/d/% @%wﬂmw/

PFC Bryan Bard

Sean Ball

Major Bart Boma

Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi

M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet

Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman

Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak

PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem

Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army

2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force

| PAGES |

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force

Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN

Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC

Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army

Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

Sean Dryhurst US Navy

Lt. Amanda Macaluso

Anthony An Schroeder,

11 Bravo Infantry

Derrick Hambling, Army
Airborne Infantry

Maj. Paige Blevins USAF

Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN
Andrew Duffy, USSF

A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC
Sarah Lambert, USAF

1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF

1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy

PFC Abner Casiano, US Army
Ranger

Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
Lt. Colonel Ken Hussey



JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 2025

We are reaching out to all our disciples in the various
branches of the Worship Ministry to let you know of
some exciting opportunities that are coming as part of
our parish being named one of the pilgrim churches in
the Diocese of Venice for this Jubilee Year of Hope.

As of Monday, February 10th, we began having
weekday Confessions and an additional daily Mass
in honor of the Jubilee pilgrimages. Additional
information regarding the Jubilee events will be coming
over the next few weeks, but to start things off, there
will be Confessions from 10:30-11:30am followed by
a noon Mass on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays. On Tuesdays, Confessions will begin at
5:00pm followed by Mass at 6:00pm and Adoration &
Benediction starting at 6:30pm.

We are anticipating that we will have individual pilgrims
as well as groups of pilgrims visiting our beautiful parish
over the next 10 months and will be keeping the church
open and accessible to all between the hours of 10AM

Pilgrnimo OF Hope

and 4PM during the week and the Adoration Chapel
open from 8:30AM to 6PM. Saturdays and Sundays we
will keep our usual schedule. In order to make sure that
the pilgrims feel welcome and have access to someone
who can answer their questions and orient them to our
campus, we are looking for volunteers who would be
willing to serve as Greeters within the church Narthex
Monday-Friday. We are hoping for a team of 3 persons
each day: a Sacristan who can assist the assigned priest
for the noon Mass, and then 2 Greeters to “man” the
Welcome Center, answering questions and having
the pilgrims sign a guest book and receive the Jubilee
pamphlet (1 Greeter from 10 AM to 1 PM, and the 2nd
Greeter from 1PM to 4PM). If you would be interested
in participating in this wonderful honor for our parish
and serving as a weekday Jubilee Greeter, please
contact Linda Stanley at lindastanley.ls@gmail.com
She has graciously offered to coordinate the scheduling
of our Greeter shifts.

SPECIAL Hubilee CELEBRATIONS

Mondays, Wednesdays
Thursdays & Fridays:

e 10:30am - 11:30am Confessions
e 12pm(Noon) Jubilee Mass

Please Note: The Adoration Chapel is
open until 6pm during the week but is

closed at 3:45pm on Wednesdays due to
Faith Formation classes.

Tuesdays:

¢ 5:00pm Confessions
e 6:00pm Mass

e 6:30 Adoration

e 7:00pm Benediction

Fridays:
e 3:00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet

We have selected 9 locations around our campus to be prayer sites so that visitors to our parish community can
truly make a pilgrimage. We are so excited to share this news with you and to begin preparing for this incredible
honor for our parish community. More details will be shared as we are able to finalize plans,

1. Relics of the Church St. John
XXIlIl & Maria Goretti

2. St. Gerard Majella Patron Saint
of Fertility & Pregnancy

3. St. Patrick’s Patio

4. Vietnamese Martyrs Memorial

5. Memorial Garden

6. St. Michael the Archangel Statue

7. Mary’s Grotto Our Lady of
Guadalupe

8. Rosary Walk
9. Adoration Chapel




fT\ ST. JorN XXII

Catholic Church

General Announcements

Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings,
search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.
net/e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address.

St. John XXIII Flocknote: Sign up for parish updates at
StlohnXXIlICommunity.flocknote.com

Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIIl is now on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/

e Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to
donate to our Offertory Fund and it will be processed.

Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving

Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create
your FREE account by entering our parish code and your
email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee

Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request.

St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Due to the Jubilee, please
note: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30am-6pm,
Wednesdays 8:30am-3:45pm, Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm.
Friday Overnight Adoration will continue indefinitely
from 6pm-8am. Adorers will need a code to get in after
6pm. For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry
please visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/ or
email: stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com

St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am-
5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. 15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110,
Ft. Myers. For more information email thrift@johnxxiii.net
or visit www. bpjthrift.com

Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing
your nonperishable items to church. These donations
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the
Narthex. Please check expiration dates.

e Yarn/Fabric Needed: The Craftie Ladies are in need of more
yarn to make projects. You may drop off the donations in the
church Narthex.

Keep Our Database Current: Have you moved, changed
email addresses, dropped a landline or changed your cell
number? Please email martha@johnxxiii.net with any
changes or additions to your contact information.

Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXII|
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, and
social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the Parish.
It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations to use
this content for promotion or other purposes without the
express written permission of St. John XXIIl and Diocese
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII.
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Udult Education
OPPORTUNITES

EARLY CHURCH HISTORY:

Three class programs are offered. Each class
is offered twice, once in the morning and
once in the evening. Each 90 minute class
includes the talk, table discussions and
Q&A. The classes are taught by Mike Reese.
No cost or registration and all materials and
handouts will be provided at the talk.

CLASS ONE:

The Growth of the Early Church

e Tuesday, February 18 at 6:30pm - PLC
OR
e Thursday, February 20 at 9:00am - PLC

CLASS TWO:

The Early Church Fathers

e Tuesday, February 25 at 6:30pm - PLC
OR
e Thursday, February 27 at 9:00am - PLC

CLASS THREE:
Liturgy, Prayer and Scripture of the

Early Church

e Tuesday, March 4 at 6:30pm - PLC
OR
e Thursday, March 6 at 9:00am - PLC

SACRED ART with Vanessa Akin
e Thursday, March 13 at 6:30pm - PLC

Embark on a visual journey through time
with our lecture, “Unveiling Sacred Art” This
unique exploration delves into the divine
beauty of Catholic art from the majestic
Medieval period, through the enlightened
Renaissance, to the dramatic heights of the
Baroque era. Discover how each brushstroke
and chisel mark in masterpieces like Giotto’s
frescoes, Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel, and
Bernini’s ecstatic sculptures not only captured
the essence of faith but also shaped the
cultural and spiritual landscape of Europe.
Join us as we unravel the stories, techniques,
and profound theological symbolism behind
these timeless treasures, offering an enriched
understanding of their artistic heritage.



JUNE 23 - 27 (9:00AM - 12PM)
PRE-K through 6th Grade

CAMB Summern
\/ERI AS 2025

Camp Veritas offers an irreplaceable summer camp
experience! Teens grow as joyful, intentional
disciples of Jesus Christ through team-building
activities, sports, engaging testimonies, the
sacraments and more.

WWW.CAMPVERITAS.ORG

I@I @camp_veritas 0 @TheCampVeritas

JUNE 10-15 ($550/CAMPER)

PARENT
WORKSHOP

T 6PM-8PM PARISH LIFE

CENTER CLASSROOMS
(6pm-6:30pm parent social,
6:30pm-8pm workshop)

Do you have a child between the ages of
a newborn and middle school?

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH....
potty training?

Getting your child to eat the same meal
as the rest of the family?

Having bedtime battles?

Getting your child to “disconnect” from
electronics?

Preteens talking back to you?
Attitudinal pubescence?

If you answered YES to any of the above, or
have other parenting challenges, join us for this
parenting workshop. Please RSVP by emailing
Franniedre@johnxxiii.net or call 239-561-7499

PLEASE NOTE This is for PARENTS ONLY.
Children are not permitted to attend since we
will be discussing sensitive issues and parenting
strategies.

VERY LIMITED childcare will be available upon
request on a first come first served basis, and
must be prearranged. No children who are not
pre-registered will be accepted the evening of
this event. Please inquire at time of RSVP.

Lake Placid Camp & Conference Center
Ll e, (AL ey Parenting CAN BE JOYFUL!

| PAGES |



m&/é% OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
STUDENTS

We are glad you are sending your children to
Catholic Schools, and we want to support you
in your efforts. Financially, it is a sacrifice for
many families. The schools offer a discount for
members that are regularly attending Mass.

Each year Bishop Verot High School gives families
a form and asks that the Pastor of the parish
you attend sign to say that you are using your
envelopes and attending Mass each week. This is
a school form not a parish form. Please use your
envelopes each week. St. Francis Xavier gives a
list of all families that applied to their school and
mark St. John XXIII as their parish. We check to
see if envelopes are used on a regular basis and
send this back to the school.

Fr. Jay is not concerned if there is money in the
envelope, as much as the fact you are regularly
attending Mass with your children. The only way
Fr. Jay can know you are coming each week is by
envelope use. This is stated on the form from the
school. Many of you give online, which is great,
but you still need to put your envelope into the
basket each week if you are applying for the
discount.

The two schools have deadlines for FACTS
and STEP UP. Be sure that you adhere to their
deadlines in order to qualify for discounts or
additional assistance.

Thank you!

Order of Christian Initiation

OCIA

A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the
Catholic Church....

The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults
who are considering it.

For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

J
Gg?&//wﬁ&/& QUESTIONS

We would like to invite parishioners to share in
the OCIA experience by making them aware of
the Reflection Questions that the participants
are discussing each week.

Below are the next session reflections:
2/16 - Matrimony and Holy Orders:

Does knowledge of the early church impact your
view of the Catholic Church?

2/23 - Church History 2:

Do you have any questions about the Protestant
Reformation or more recent church events?

3/2 - Lent:

In what ways would you like your Lenten disciplines
(i.e. prayer, fasting, almsgiving) to affect your
spiritual life long-term?

Cedull szﬂmﬁm

PROGRAM

Deacon John Gaulin has created a Confirmation
Program for Adults. (NOT Part of OCIA)

He will lead Monday sessions through March 31 in
Parish Life Center from 6:30pm - 8pm.

If the Spirit is prompting you, now is the time!

Please call Leslie Robertson at 239-560-5617 for
more information.
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IN THE PARISH LIFE CENTER

As part of our parish’s Adult Faith Formation ministry, we show movies
in our Parish Life Center, followed by a discussion of the film. It is an
opportunity to discuss a chance to meet other parishioners and have a
faith-filled discussion on an important topic.

Our next presentation is The Song of Bernadette. This 1943 film tells
the story of 14 year-old Bernadette Soubirous, living in Lourdes in the
south of 1850s France. She told others she had a divine vision, and faced
extreme skepticism and concern from her family.

Please RSVP by Monday, February 24 J
so we know how much food to prepare.
Pizza provided by:

The Knights of Columbus R

RSVP via email:
deaconrich@johnxxiii.net

@ CONVERGING ROADS REGISTER

HERE
CATHOLIC SOCIAL DOCTRINE
IN MEDICINE
For more information, contact the
MARCH 1, 2025 I 9:15 AM - 5:45 PM conference coordinators at
CR@forlifeandfamily.org
PARISH LIFE CENTER | IN PERSON AND ONLINE 832-779-1070

CONTINUING EDUCATION AVAILABLE FCP™-

Physicians | Physician Assistants I
Nurses | Nurse Practitioners | Chaplains ‘:'J{_';}I_I:‘fd___fjffﬁyn],l[ @ VENICE

PRESEMTED BY

https://forlifeandfamily.org/form-page-cr25-vnfl/ o b
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@ M E THE CATHGLIC FAITH
ON DEMAND;

ACCESS

ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED

right at your fingertips:

1. Apple users can download the iOS
app.

2. Android users can use FORMED on
the go with these easy instructions.

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place!
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspir-
ing talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks.
All just a click away! Take advantage of your FREE
subscription to FORMED.

HERE IS HOW EASY IT IS:

1.) Go to formed.org

2.) Click on Register

3.) Create your FREE account by entering our
parish code and your email address.

Our Parish Code is 1823ee

SEPARATED & DIVORCED
SUPPORT GROUP

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23

9:30AM - PARISH LIFE CENTER
Room: St. Michael

The Separated & Divorced Group meets bi-weekly.
For those of you struggling in your relationship,
considering a separation or divorce and in need
of support, come join our next session on
Sunday, February 23 at 9:30am in the Parish
Life Center, room St. Micheal. Our group
provides confidentiality and guidance every
2nd and 4th Sunday.

For more information contact:

Carole Wheeler-Antle (239) 850-7443
email: cdwantle819@gmail.com

@Y ST, Jorn XX

Catholic Church
Weekly Flnanaols

'L_ ‘.

2-09-25 2-11-24 Difference
Offertory $47,307.31 $29,974.05 $17,333.26
Building Fund  $1,802.00 $2,511.00 ($709.00)
Total $49,109.31 $32,485.05 $16,624.26

Mass Attendance 4166 4453
Registered Families 3719 3603

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”

2024 Catholic Faith Appeal - FINAL
2024 Goal $492,000.00
Pledge $638,533.16
Payments $634,051.16

gP[arming Q%ou’z Will

Remember St. John XXII|

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.

The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of S or % of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXl Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by

you and your attorney. ‘—v
For more information, 'L(q |
questions, or wish to ST /
consider a gift annuity AN - I/‘/YL
or trust for St. John TEsy, o ]
wl, >

XXl Catholic Church,
then please email: — ‘

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net
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OUTREACH
MINISTRY

FOOD PANTRY
Qonatians

This time of year the local food pantries are in desperate
need of items. Buy one/get one free is a great way to
teach your children the gift of giving to those in need.
The non-perishable items below can be dropped off in
the Narthex.

Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit

* Rice

Pinto Beans
Maseca Flour
Cooking Oil
Canned Soup
Canned Meat & Tuna
Pasta

Mac & Cheese
Sauce

Cereal

NO ONE
Walks the Yourney

ALONE

Mental lliness is what we call brain disorders that
cause mild to severe disturbances in thought and/
or behavior, resulting in an inability to cope with
life’s ordinary demands and routines. One in four
families will at some time have to cope with the
mental health condition of a family member. When
one hurts, all hurt. Because the inner-workings of
the brain and consciousness (mind) are mystifying,
family members and friends often do or say what
doesn’t help.

Mental illness can result in death like other diseases.
We don’t often talk about catching these conditions
at Stage 1 before a problem pile-up takes place
(using substances or alcohol to self-medicate, loss
of a relationship or job, legal consequence from
an inability to manage emotion/thought). But
minimizing or denying symptoms can lead to a Stage
4 response when more physical, emotional and
spiritual damage must be navigated. Our brain is our
operating system and treatment for when it breaks
is self-care.

The stigma attached to mental illness forces many
to hide the severity of their symptoms or those
of a loved one for fear of judgement. Stigma is
a great barrier to receiving treatment that will
lead to recovery (different than cure); it flows
from ignorance. The isolation caused by a lack of
understanding of these conditions is something our
parish would like to respond to through a ministry
offering specific training to accompany Catholic
families on this journey. Please help us to determine
what needs are out there by filling out the survey
on the next page or by using the QR code below.

Thank you, Journey to Hope

Peanut Butter/Jelly
Publix Gift Cards
WalMart Gift Cards

| PAGE12 |




MENTAL HEALTH SURVEY FOR ST. JOHN XXIIlI PARISH

My gender iss: M F My age is: I have a mental health condition,

I have a farnily member with a mental health condition/addiction issue Diagnosed Undiagnosed

Think about our parish. Mark YES if the statement is true for you, NO if it is not, or NS (Not sure) if you don’t know.
__ My church has a mental health ministry
__ My church is friendly to people with mental health problem:s.
__ Mental health information is available at my church.
My church provides referrals to mental health professionals.
I have attended mental health ministry events at my church.
_ T'would talk to a member of the parish staff about a mental health problem.

I would talk to a parish mental health ministry member about a mental health problem.

1. Christians have a responsibility to offer support to those living with a mental health condition. Yes No

2. Would you like to know more about mental health disorders? ___ Yes No

3. During the past 4 weeks, how bothered did you feel by loneliness: feeling isolated, left out, or lacking companionship?
___ Very bothered Somewhat bothered Not bothered

4. During the past 4 weeks, how bothered did you feel by emotional issues: feeling anxious, depressed, irritable, or sad?
Very bothered Somewhat bothered Not bothered

5. During the past 4 weeks, how supported by the parish did you feel when you wanted or needed help from others?
Example- if you felt lonely and wanted to talk to someone. Very supported Not supported

What type of resources would you use if they were available in our parish community? Check as many as apply:

__ Awareness: Informative talks about different mental health conditions, 8 hour Mental Health First Aid Class
Accompaniment: Information/support from a fellow parishioner who knows what’s needed for mental health

__ Information on how to find a mental health provider

___ Support groups such as Catholics in Recovery, or NAMI Family to Family or a support group for caregivers

__ Spiritual support such as a healing mass, devotional practices focused on mental health, a retreat day

____Class on Catholic teachings related to mental health: helpful scriptures, saints with mental illness, etc.

____Activities devoted to reducing the stigma of mental illness

__ A social gathering with others who have been through a mental health episode

____ Asocial gathering of caregivers who have cared for or are caring for a loved one with a mental health condition

__ Practical help (meals, childcare, etc.) for a family when the family is in the midst of a mental health crisis

What type of volunteer work would you do if training were provided in the parish? Check as many as apply:
____ Provide information and companionship to a fellow parishioner who is experiencing a mental health episode
___ Provide spiritual support such as prayers
__ Lead a group such as Catholics in Recovery, Depression/Bipolar Support Alliance, or NAMI Family to Family
__ Connect groups in our parish to mental health resources
__ Teacha class on Catholicism & mental health (scriptures, saints with mental illness)
Event planning or hospitality for activities devoted to reducing the stigma of mental illness or providing social
Support for persons effected by a mental health condition
___ Provide practical help (meals, childcare, etc.) for a family in the midst of a mental health crisis

Journey to Hope Ministry thanks you. When completed, drop in the collection basket at Mass or JTH box at office.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 - 6:00PM

ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH LIFE CENTER

$10 DONATION

Please register online:
www.faithandale.com

Guest Speaker:
JEREMY RIVERA

“What Difference Does it Make?
What American Catholics Need
Most & Can Do Now”

Ao

GFaith Oline o
e&@amg

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 - 6:30PM
OUR LADY OF LIGHT
$28 DONATION

Please register online:
www.faithandwineleecounty.com

Guest Speaker:
BARBARA HEIL

“How to Win a Catholic: How a
Protestant Minister came intfo the
Roman Catholic Church”

| PAGE 14 |

SRS bty of Columbus
\¥ 4

Saturday, February 22, 2025

TICKETS: $45 «.éy

#‘ﬂ)

The Knights of Columbus present the 1st Annual
Casino Night on Saturday, February 22 in the Parish
Life Center Main Hall from 6-10pm. Tickets will be
available after Masses now through mid-February.

Cost of each ticket is $45 and includes:

Appetizers, Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks,
Desserts, $25 Gaming Chip, Casino
Gaming and Chinese Auction

Visit our Table in the Narthex!
Tickets available after Masses.




ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church

FATHER & SON RETREAT

A DAY FOR FATHERS AND SONS
(8th Grade and Older)

REKINDLE AND GROW IN CHRIST

A day for father figures/stepfather/uncle/grandfather
and sons to reconnect with each other with Jesus.
We want this day to strengthen the relationship with
the men in our lives. Having Christ at the center of
the relationship of fathers and sons is so critical to
the family.

So do yourself a favor and invest a day into each
other and with Him.

e The cost is $15 per person and required prior to
the retreat.
e Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.

e To ensure there is enough food, please register by
Monday, February 24.

e The completed registration form and fee may be
turned into the office or placed in an envelope in
the collection basket. 5

SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2025 "Rz

Arrive 8:45am to 4pm - Parish Life Center Main Hall

For more information email Jim McCarthy: jim@tjmexpressground.com

I (\\( SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2025 |
I \ ( FATHER & SON RETREAT Arrive 8:45am - Parish Life Center |
! RSVP by Monday, February 24 !
| Drop off in collection basket or parish office. |
| |
| . |
| FATHER: |
| |
SON:
| |
: EMAIL: PHONE: :
I PAYMENT IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE RETREAT: O CHECK 0 CASH I
| |
| |
| 9 ol
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HAPPENINGS

Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).

Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.

Preparing for Aging Symposium: Join seniors in your
community on Wednesday, February 19 from 8am-
12pm(noon) at Marian Hall at St. Cecilia, 5698 Sunrise Dr.,
Ft. Myers. This event is designed to provide information,
education and share community resources focused on the
process of aging gracefully. Includes a senior fair, panel
speakers, audience Q&A and more. RSVP is required. Please
call (239) 776-7353 to register.

Theology Day Free Event: Join us February 21 from 9am-1pm
at Naples Women'’s Club, Naples FL. This is a free event with
a light lunch included. This presentation will examine how
stability can be a gift for contemporary American Christians.
We will examine what Benedict taught about stability as well
as how one particular community—the Trappist martyrs of
Tibhirine, Algeria—help us to understand stability as an
antidote to fear and division today. Registration is required.
Please visit www.theologyday.com or call 320-363-3560
email theologyday@csbsju.edu

Anniversary Mass in Sarasota: Married couples celebrating
milestone anniversaries (25, 30, 35, 40 years, etc.) are
invited by Bishop Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass
in their honor! The next Mass is at 11am on March 8, 2025,
at St. Thomas More Parish in Sarasota. Includes Mass,
followed by a reception, and the availability of a photo
with Bishop Dewane. Registration is required and must
be completed through your parish no later than one week
before the event. Please contact Martha in our parish
office at (239) 561-2245 or e-mail martha@johnxxiii.net

Planning for Tomorrow Workshop: This complimentary
Life Planning Workshop will be offered Thursday, March 13
from 1:30pm-3pm in the St. John XXIII Parish Life Center in
Ft. Myers, FL. St. John XXIII has partnered with the Catholic
Community Foundation of Southwest Florida and local
estate planning experts to host acomplimentary workshop,
which will provide participants with the knowledge they
need to make critical health, legal and financial decisions
for themselves and/or a loved one. To reserve you place
today, call 941-486-4722

Venetian Ball 2025: Join Catholic Charities for their annual
ball on Saturday, March 22 at St. Leo the Great Catholic
Church, Bonita Springs, FL. Delight in an elegant evening
of cocktails, stories of perseverance and hope, dinner,
auction, and dancing. Cocktails 6pm, Dinner 7pm. Tickets
are $250 per person. Proceeds will benefit programming
in Lee, Hendry and Glades Counties. For more information
or to volunteer a few hours on the committee, please call
(239) 342-1620, email venetianball@ccdov.org or visit
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

| PAGE16 |
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WHAT'S NEW?

SILVER ROSE
%/ﬂﬁ&w/m/&

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Each year, Silver Roses are stewarded by Knights
of Columbus councils along routes from Canada to
Mexico. Every stop the Silver Rose makes through-
out the pilgrimage is a rosary centered occasion for
Knights, parishioners and community members to
pray for respect for life, for the spiritual renewal of
each nation, and for the advancement of the mes-
sage of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

This custom started in 1960 between Mexico and
Texas. Now there are a total of eight silver roses,
including one blessed by Pope Francis. The rose’s
journey starts in Canada and it travels to Mexico.
The intent is the same: to reaffirm the Order’s
commitment to the sanctity of life and honor
the Blessed Virgin under her title of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas.

St. John XXIII will be receiving the silver rose on
Monday, February 24 at 6:30PM with a rosary
service to follow in the church. Everyone is welcome
to come and honor our Blessed Mother Mary.

For questions please contact:
Grand Knight, Larry Evener
(219) 314-8695 - Cell Phone
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MARCHS8 e 9:30am-12:30pm

Be Blessed and Encouraged at our next Magnificat break-
fast for women, Saturday, March 8, 9:30am-12:30pm at
the Holiday Inn Airport, Gulf Coast Town Center, in Fort
Myers. Our guest speaker is Maria Boylan.

Maria is a native of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She grew up
in Canada, where her family immigrated when she was
a child. Now, Maria and her husband live in Vero Beach,
Florida, where she teaches Senior Religion at John Carroll
High School.

Raised in a loving home, Maria was taught the Catholic
faith and embraced it. In her final year of college, she and
her siblings relied on their faith and God’s strength
and provision when their parents were victims of a
violent attack and were killed. By God’s grace, they
were able to forgive their parents’ attacker and thrive
after the traumatic incident.

Maria has also experienced God’s grace after years of
prayer by healing her infertility and clarifying her inde-
cision about her vocation and how to find God’s will for
her life. She is joyful to share with others her experiences
in daily life and in crisis where God has been faithful to
answer prayers and fill her with a love for souls and a
deep desire to lead others to Jesus. Join us for breakfast,
fellowship, praise and worship, and Maria’s powerful and
inspirational testimony.

C%; @@ Wochase Tickeols.

MAIL REQUEST:

Please send a 526 check, payable to:
Magnificat Fort Myers (Margaret Mengle)
5017 Westminster Dr., Fort Myers, FL 33919
Checks must be postmarked by February 26

ORDER ONLINE: (by noon March 3)
https://magnificatfortmyers.com/order-tickets/

CD%;& C%w @Z&/&Mywﬁéw.'

CONTACT:
Margaret Mengle (239) 826-7475
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MARK YOUR

SPRING CAMPAIGN
PBegins MARCH 5

Please come PRAY for
those who have no voice!

For more information visit:
www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

#fw

)\ﬁhy

Prayer Vigits

EVERY TUESDAY
AND THURSDAY

MARCH 5 - APRIL 13
11:00am - 5:00pm

Planned Sarenthoed

6418 Commerce Park Drive, Ft. Myers
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