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Xavier Church 239-334-2161
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MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

PRAYING THE ROSARY:
7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:
8:30am-3:45pm (Monday-Friday)
8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

Mass Inten t i on s

JANUARY 19, 2025 READINGS 
•	 1ST READING 	 ISAIAH 62:1-5
•	 PSALM		  PS 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 
•	 2ND READING	 1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-11
•	 GOSPEL		  JOHN 2:1-11

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest DOV. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13
•	 8:00 AM † Ted Bierch by Alice M. Bierch    
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
•	 8:00 AM † Deceased Members of Korom Household 		

	             by Jim Korom
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
•	 8:00 AM † Raymond Cook by Paul & Judy Cook
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
•	 8:00 AM † Guillermo & Rosa Taitano by Cleo & Mike Hesselbach
FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
•	 8:00 AM ♥/† Living/Deceased Rogers & Podolak Families 		

		     by Rita Rogers
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
•	 8:00 AM † Patrick & Bibianne Ferra by Debbie & Rich Cook
•	 4:00 PM † Helen Totte by The Totte Family	
•	 8:00 PM † Maria by The AC Heip Family - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
•	 7:15 AM  ♥/† Living/Deceased Savino Family Members		

		      by Judy & Frank Savino
•	 9:15 AM  ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 11:15 AM † James P. Carney by Alice Carney
•	 1:30 PM † Ligia Matthews by Alfredo & Lissette Matthews

Send broken rosaries in a padded envelope to: 
BETTY & DICK HOLDEN
7930 Estero Blvd., #502
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931
Rosaries will be returned within a week of receipt. Old or broken 
rosaries may also be donated, repaired and sent to the missions. 
For more information email: holdenbnd@gmail.com or call 
(239) 463-3993

FREE Rosary Repair
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII

Pastor

Dear Friends,

With the celebration of the Baptism of our Lord, we conclude Christmastime. 
We all said ‘Yes’ to God’s will during this liturgical Christmas season. 

          Jesus said yes to God’s will to be born as a human being; 
          Mother Mary said yes to the angel Gabriel’s disturbing message; 
          Joseph said yes to God’s instructions received through dreams; 
          The Magi said yes in their own way and finally, 
          Jesus says Yes to public ministry when he entered river Jordan.  
          What motivated every one of them to say yes, was ‘the Father’s Love’.  	
          With Jesus, God the Father confirms that directly with the words:	            	
         “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased”.

It is significant to note, that on only three occasions, the words “God the Father” 
are recorded in the Gospel. The first, is at the Baptism; the second, is at the 
Transfiguration and the third, is just before the Last Supper and the Passion, 
when Jesus is troubled (John 12:28). Among all these three statements from 
God the Father, the one at the Baptism is the most endearing one. 

Let these reassuring words of God the Father, spoken at Jordan, ring out 
forcefully and firmly during this New Year to every one of us! Whenever we 
make the sign of the cross, which is the recalling of our baptism, we say yes to 
Him. Let our ‘yes’ be meaningful always. Please remember your Godparents 
on this special day, either living or deceased. Also, if you have Godchildren, 
remember a special way to keep them in your prayers today.  

Please look for more upcoming details regarding the first-time parish 
“Father and Son Retreat”. This event in March is in support of fathers and 
teenage sons. 

•	 Reading 1: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

•	 Reading 2: Acts of the Apostles: 10:34-38

•	 Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

God Bless You,
Fr. Jay Raju
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In Memory of:  Hermann W. Preissler
Requested by:  Renate Preissler

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William               
Sandy Szymanski  
Marie Boutwell
Kate Maloney 
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Martha Gayford
Ralph Ottaiano
Henry Del Riego
Steve Berdeaux
Marilyn Dittrich
Jonathan Lochner
Vy Ho & Baby Evie Dang
Mary Ann Owen
Chuck Nieset

Shannon Halt
Vincent Falvo
Mark Dugo
Carolyn Smith
Polley Sedahl 
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr
Jackie Ryall
Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett
Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob
Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio 
Robert Zielinski

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Edgar M. Sanders
Ann Marie Casciano 

Prayers forEternal Life

Today let us do honor to Christ’s 
baptism and celebrate this feast in 
holiness. Be cleansed entirely and 

continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives 
such pleasure to God as the conversion 

and salvation of men, for whom His 
every word and every revelation exist. 
He wants you to become a living force 
for all mankind, lights shining in the 
world. You are to be radiant lights as 

you stand beside Christ, the great light, 
bathed in the glory of Him who is the 
light of heaven. You are to enjoy more 

and more the pure and dazzling light of 
the Trinity, as now you have received – 
though not in its fullness – a ray of its 

splendor, proceeding from the one God, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be 

glory and power for ever and ever. 
Amen

PRAYER
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WELCOME

John Rosser
Daisy De Santiago
Jazmin Malave
Catherine Herrera
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Hieu Hoang & Thao Cao
Marcio & Julie Almeida
David & Lydia Currie
Mar tha Vil lalonga Luna
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Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation next Sunday, January 19, 2025 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, January 13
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary- 1pm
•	 KofC Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary- 7pm 
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, January 14
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm 
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am 
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Main Hall - 10am 
•	 Bereavement: PLC/Bernadette/Michael - 1:30pm   
•	 Bingo: Main Hall (Doors open 5:30pm/Games 6:30pm) 
•	 Evening of Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6pm 
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm 
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, January 15
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Zoom Only - 9:30pm
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
•	 Faith Formation 1st Session: PLC/Classrooms - 4:15pm
•	 Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm
•	 Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm
•	 Faith Formation 2nd Session: PLC/Classrooms - 6:15pm
•	 Middle School Youth Group: Main Hall - 6:15pm
•	 Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________
Thursday, January 16
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
•	 Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm
•	 Walking w/Purpose: Zoom Only - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Friday, January 17
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm 		

with Overnight Adoration from 4pm-8am
•	 Auditions for An Enchanted Evening: Main Hall - 6-8pm 
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Saturday, January 18
•	 Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Confessions after 8am Mass
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm
•	 Growing Rich in Mercy: Main Hall - 9am-12(noon)
•	 KofC Food Drive: Outside - 10am-1pm 
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 KofC Spaghetti Dinner: Main Hall - 5pm-8pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass____________________________________________________________
Sunday, January 19
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am 
•	 Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am 
•	 HS Social Sunday Gospel: PLC/St. Therese - 10:10am
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am   
•	 New Family Orientation: after the 11:15am Mass 
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Vietnamese New Year Celebration: Main Hall - 1-9pm 
•	 Carmelite Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 1:30pm
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By: Cynthia Genovese - Catholic Exchange

This Sunday, the Catholic Church celebrates 
the Solemnity of the Baptism of Our Lord. This 
brings to an end the season of Christmas. The 
Church recalls Our Lord’s second manifestation 
or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of 
His baptism in the Jordan. Jesus descended into 
the River to sanctify its waters and to give them 
the power to beget sons of God. The event 
takes on the importance of a second creation 
in which the entire Trinity intervenes.
In the Eastern Church, this feast is called 
Theophany because at the baptism of Christ in 
the River Jordan, God appeared in three persons. 
The baptism of John was a sort of sacramental 
preparatory for the baptism of Christ. It moved 
men to sentiments of repentance and induced 
them to confess their sins. Christ did not need 
the baptism of John. Although He appeared in 
the “substance of our flesh” and was recognized 
“outwardly like unto ourselves”, He was 
absolutely sinless and impeccable. He conferred 
upon the water the power of the true baptism 
which would remove all the sins of the world: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who 
takes away the sin of the world”.
Many of the incidents which accompanied 
Christ’s baptism are symbolical of what 
happened at our baptism. At Christ’s baptism 
the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our 
Baptism the Trinity took its abode in our soul. 
At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the 
“Beloved Son” of the Father; at our baptism we 
become the adopted sons of God. At Christ’s 
baptism, the heavens were opened; at our 
baptism, heaven was opened to us. At His 
baptism Jesus prayed; after our baptism we 
must pray to avoid actual sin. 

“In Jesus Christ you are all 

children of God through 

faith, for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves in Christ.” 

- GALATIANS 3:26-27
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been 
attending Mass without being registered, we need 
your help in staying organized and planning for our 
future needs. If you have not received a welcome 
letter, please call the parish office to confirm your 
registration. All new parishioners or those interested 
in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation next Sunday.

To the parents of our young children, may we 
suggest... 
•	 Relax! God put the wiggle in children, don’t feel 

you have to suppress it in God’s house.
•	 Sit toward the front where it is  easier to see 

and hear.
•	 Quietly explain the parts of the Mass.
•	 Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses. 

Children learn liturgical behavior by copying 
you.

•	 If you need to leave Mass with your child, feel 
free to do so, but please come back.

•	 Remember that the way we welcome children 
in church directly affects the way they respond 
to Church, and to God. Let them know they are 
at home in this Liturgical gathering.

To members of the parish, a smile of encouragement 
is always welcome to parents with small active 
children.

New Parishioner 
Orientation
Sunday, January 19 

after the 11:15am Mass

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Celebrating 
Children at

A LETTER FROM

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
The Collection for the Church in Latin America provides 
the opportunity to show unity with our brothers and 
sisters in Central & South America, as well as the 
Caribbean Islands. For decades, this collection has 
helped meet the many challenges and needs of the 
Church and the faithful in Latin America.
Gifts to this collection provide grants to dioceses in 
Latin America, which help sustain important ministries 
such as evangelization, vocations and seminary training, 
marriage support, and the promotion of human life and 
dignity. In the capital of Venezuela, the Church is now 
equipped to become a leader in the fight against human 
trafficking. And in the Amazonian region of Peru, the 
love and sacraments of Christ are able to reach remote 
Indigenous villages.
Parishes throughout the Diocese of Venice will take up 
the annual Collection for the Church in Latin America 
next weekend, January 18 & 19, 2025. Thank you for 
your kindness and generosity. Your donations to this 
collection support life, faith & hope to our brothers and 
sisters in Central & South America and the Caribbean.
I take this opportunity to extend to each of you my 
blessings in this New Year. Thank you and may God bless 
you and your family for your support of the Church in 
Latin America.

Bishop Dewane



 Name _________________________________________________________________

 Number of Adults ____________		          	 Number of Children ____________

FREE!FREE!

PARISH
PARISH2025

HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND MORE PROVIDED

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME

Saturday, January 25 PARISH PICNIC 11am - 2pm
PLEASE RSVP BY SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
Please tear off and return to the parish office or place in the collection basket. 
Filling out this form will give us a head count for ordering food. Thank You!

SATURDAY,  JANUARY 25   
11am-2pm

SATURDAY,  JANUARY 25   SATURDAY,  JANUARY 25   
11am-2pm11am-2pm

Magic Show    Bingo    Fire Trucks    DJ/Music
Carnival Games     Face Painting     Slides

• • 
• • 

• 

Bring your own lawn chairs for outdoor seating.
Tables and chairs are set up inside the Parish Life Center.

Invite a Friend to Join You!
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OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!
Refle c t i on QUESTIONS

Order of Christian Initiation

Deacon John Gaulin has created a Confirmation 
Program for Adults. (NOT Part of OCIA) 
He will lead Monday sessions, February 3 through 
March 31 in Parish Life Center from 6:30pm - 8pm. 
If the Spirit is prompting you, now is the time!
Please call Leslie Robertson at 239-560-5617 for 
more information.

P R O G R A M

We would like to invite parishioners to share in 
the OCIA experience by making them aware of 
the Reflection Questions that the participants 
are discussing each week. 
Below is the the next session reflection:

1/12 - Church Tour:         
How does the physical place, clothing and materials 
used at Mass impact our worship?

1/19 - Eucharist:         
What is Transubstantiation and what does it and 
the Eucharist mean to you?

1/26 - Reconciliation:         
How might confession help you grow in your 
spiritual life? 

FREE!FREE!

PARISH
PARISH

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME

Magic Show    Bingo    Fire Trucks    DJ/Music
Carnival Games     Face Painting     Slides

Bring your own lawn chairs for outdoor seating.
Tables and chairs are set up inside the Parish Life Center.

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

Contact: John Renfroe | musicdirector@johnxxiii.net

JOIN US: 
The St. John XXIII Music Ministry will present a 
musical review of “An Enchanted Evening” with 
performances for this program on:

FEBRUARY 14 and FEBRUARY 15
Parish Life Center at 6:30pm

AUDITIONS:
You are welcome to audition for this performance 
in the Parish Life Center on:

Friday, January 17 at 6:00pm

TICKETS:
$15 TICKET DONATIONS will be available in the 
Narthex after Masses: SATURDAY, JANUARY 26. 
For more information contact John Renfoe at:

musicdirector@johnxxiii.net



	

WOULD YOU
SUPPORT AN 

ADDITIONAL MASS
AT 6:00 PM? 

We need your opinion on having an additional Mass on Saturdays at 6:00pm beginning in February. Would you 
support this additional Mass?

	 Yes: ____________     No: ____________ 
If yes, please circle if you are interested in helping as an usher, greeter, sacristan, lector, altar server, extra 
ordinary eucharistic minister?  Please tear off and place in collection basket or drop off at the parish 
office by January 24, 2025.

	 Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

	 Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________

	 Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a big anniversary coming up? Married couples 
celebrating milestone anniversaries (25, 30, 35, 40 years, etc.) 
are invited by Bishop Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass 
in their honor!  On February 1, 2025, an Anniversary Mass will 
be celebrated at St. Leo the Great Parish in Bonita Springs at 
11:00am and on March 8, 2025, at St. Thomas More Parish 
in Sarasota, also at 11:00am. Both events will include Mass, 
followed by a reception, and the availability of a photo with 
Bishop Dewane. Choose whichever location or date is more 
convenient for you. Registration is required and must be 
completed through your parish no later than one week before 
the event you choose to attend. Please contact Martha in our 
parish office at 239-561-2245 or e-mail martha@johnxxiii.net

Wedd i n g  Ann i v e r s a r y  Mas s e s

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Please plan to arrive no later than 30 minutes prior to Mass for special seating assignments. There will be a reception 
following the liturgy.
A photographer is available to take photographs with Bishop Frank J. Dewane. Pictures will begin at 9:30am prior to 
Mass, and also during the reception following Mass. If you would like a picture, please fill out the enclosed photograph 
sheet and bring with you. It is necessary to have a completed sheet for the photographer.
An offertory envelope is enclosed for anyone wishing to donate towards this Mass. Voluntary contributions are used to 
support this event. Should you desire to contribute, please make checks payable to the Diocese of Venice with the memo: 
Anniversary Mass, and deposit it in the offering basket on the day of the Mass.
Your anniversary commemorative certificate will be given to you in the church vestibule prior to Mass.
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	              12-24-24           12-24-23         Difference
Offertory               $89,056.86     $93,202.55     ($4,145.69)    
Building Fund       $1,751.00        $2,118.00          ($367.00)
Total	                $90,807.86       $95,320.55      ($4,512.69)
Mass Attendance          5331	 4854		
Registered Families     3690	 3624

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

2024 Catholic Faith Appeal
2024 Goal			   $492,000.00  
Pledge				   $570,664.66                 
Payments			   $565,076.54          

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will

FULL TIME
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

PARISH OFFICE

We have an opening in our parish office 
for a full time Administrative Assistant:

•	 Work with our Pastor and 
Business Manager on projects 
and Communications

•	 Back up for Busy Phones 
•	 Proficiency with Microsoft 

Suite, Word & Excel
•	 Must be Confidential and a 

Team Player 
•	 Strong Organizational Skills a 

Must.
•	 Bilingual is a Big Plus!
•	 Must pass DOV assigned level 

II FDLE background check.

Join OUR Team

Please email your resume to:
HOLLY ATKINS

holly@johnxxiii.net
(239) 561-2245 

or apply online on the 
Diocese of Venice Website

dioceseofvenice.org



Rev. William J. Jarema, 
BA, MS, M.Div., MAS. NCC, is 
an international retreat and 
workshop provider. He has 
been an ordained Catholic 
priest for 42 years and a 
clinical psychotherapist for 46 
years. Fr. Bill has published 
numerous books and CD’s on 
healing and personal growth 
and development. Fr. Bill’s 
books and CD’s will be 
available at the classes. 
For more information about 
Fr. Bill and his work with the 
Mercy Center Inc. and a list of 
all his retreats and workshops 
held in Colorado Springs, 
books and CD’s go to: 
themercycenter@aol.com

OVERVIEW: The Growing Rich in Mercy Program is a dynamic and exciting 
program that empowers each person committed to a way of holiness. We 
believe that Spiritual growth is a pilgrimage that takes us on a journey that 
we walk together and alone.
A well-balanced spiritual life touches, integrates and becomes aware of 
how God mingles with our whole-person. God is continually healing and 
redeeming the spiritual, physical, social, and psychological dimensions of 
our personhood; each reflecting His image and likeness. (I Thes. 5:23) 
The 2025 Growing Rich in Mercy Program will explore Healing Spiritual 
Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price. We Christians believe that 
‘Grace builds on Nature” and therefore we need to grow in our capacity 
to be at home with ourselves. (St. Teresa of Avila) Come and explore how 
you can pray the blessings and burdens of your family system and discover 
additional ways to encourage healing and forgiveness.
Our ultimate goal for those who journey with us in the Growing Rich in 
Mercy Program is to become more aware of God’s mercy and active loving 
influence within our daily life.
Sharing the spiritual journey with a loving community will enhance your 
desire to become a generous distributor of God’s Mercy.
The cost is $100.00 with half going to the Mercy Center and half to the parish 
for the workbook and supplies. You can make out a check to St. John XXIII and 
drop it off at the office or in the collection baskets along with your registration.

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M
Healing Spiritual Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email Holly Atkins at holly@johnxxiii.net or call the office (239) 561-2245

Fr. Bill  JaremaCOME JOIN

PAYMENT METHOD: CHECKo CASHo CREDIT CARDo

•	 SATURDAY,  JANUARY 11	    - For the Love of It: How to fill your Cup

•	 SATURDAY,  JANUARY 18	    - Praying with the Mystics

•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 8	    - Celebrate What’s Right with the World

•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 15  - The Power of Compassion

•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 22  - Traits of a Healthy Family

•	 SATURDAY,  MARCH 15	     - Beginnings: New Adventures

PARISH LIFE CENTER: 9:00AM - 12:00PM

Healing
Spirtual
Shame:

DISCOVERING THE PEARL 
OF GREAT PRICE
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 - 6:30PM
ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH LIFE CENTER
$28 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandwineleecounty.com

Guest Speaker:
STEPHANIE BURKE
“The Perfume of Our Tears: God Heals  	
  Broken Hearts”

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 - 6:00PM
FATHER/SON/GRANDSON NIGHT!
BISHOP VEROT HIGH SCHOOL  
$10 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandale.com

Guest Speaker:
JOHN BEILEIN
Retired Basketball Coach at the 
University of Michigan
“Leadership in Basketball & Beyond”

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
10AM-1PM

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

•	 1 book of game cards is $20
•	 2 books of game cards is $35
•	 Daubers cost $1
•	 Each game pack includes 18 chances to win! 
•	 Food and snacks available for purchase.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
PARISH LIFE CENTER
Doors open at 5:30pm
Games begin at 6:30pm

MUST BE 21 TO PLAY
All proceeds will go to a charity in our community.



|  PAGE 14 |

Good Morning and welcome to Flight 2025. We 
are prepared to take off into the New Year. Please 
make sure your Positive Attitude and Gratitude 
are secured and locked in the upright position. All 
self-destruct devices; pity, anger, selfishness and 
resentment should be turned off at this time. All 
negativity, hurt and discouragement should be put 
away. Should you lose your positive Attitude under 
pressure during this flight, reach up and pull down 
a prayer. Prayers will automatically be activated by 
Faith. Once your Faith is activated, you can assist 
other passengers who are of little faith. There will 
BE NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight. God, our 
Captain has cleared us for take-off. Destination – 
GREATNESS! Wishing you a New Year filled with 
new HOPE, new JOY and new BEGINNINGS! Stay 
Blessed! And Welcome in 2025!

DINNER

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18

The pasta dinner will take place after the 4:00pm 
Mass on Saturday, January 18 in the Parish Life Center. 
MENU INCLUDES: salad, Italian bread, pasta with 
homemade red sauce, meatballs, dessert, water, 
tea, coffee. Wine and beer will be available.
For more information, please contact: Frank Scarpino 
at (573) 525-1657

Adults: $15   Children 12 and under: $5

welcome to....

In this Jubilee Year of 2025 in his New Years Day 
message, Pope Francis called all Catholics to a renewed 
and real commitment to the respect and dignity of 
ALL human life from natural conception to natural 
death. With this in mind the Respect Life Ministry 
of St. John XXIII will be hosting an informational 
session on Sunday, January 26 in the Parish Life 
Center, room St. Michael. All are welcome to stop 
by and learn about the many ways we are called to 
protect and value human life. This ministry seeks 
to encompass all life issues including, abortion, eu-
thanasia, mental health issues, the death penalty 
etc. If exploring all or one of these issues interests 
you, we welcome you to stop by after the 9:15am 
and 11:15am Masses. 
For more information you may also email:
respectlifejohn23@gmail.com or call the parish office 
at 239-561-2245 and a member of the Respect Life  
Ministry will reach out to you.  

ALL ARE WELCOME
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26

PARISH LIFE CENTER - Room St. Michael
after the 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
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FEBRUARY 3 - 6:30PM
FEBRUARY 5 - 9:00AM

in the Church

MIKE REESEhosted by:

Church and 
Sacristy
TOUR

Back by Popular Demand!

Parishioners of all ages are welcome to join a fun, 
entertaining conversation with ample time for 
questions during our 90 minute tour.  NO COST or 
SIGN-UP (Find out why we call it the Narthex!)
•	 Learn about the history, function and proper name 

of the many Church spaces and why we have the 
architecture and design we do at St. John XXIII. 
What is the sanctuary or nave?

•	 Learn about the Sacristy and many items stored 
there used throughout the year at Mass. An 
explanation of the many priest vestments and the 
altar items used at the consecration.

•	 Learn how our roots in Judaism and our Roman 
Rite history influence what we do at Mass and 
every liturgical church event. How was our altar 
consecrated and why must it be stone?

About our Presenter:
Michael Reese is a member of the St. John XXIII 
parish family and a Catholic educator for more than 
30 years. He has presented at Men’s Conferences, 
Parish Adult Education Programs, retreats and 
classes across the country.

EARLY CHURCH HISTORY:
Three class programs and each class is 
offered twice, once in the morning and once 
in the evening. Each 90 minute class includes 
the talk, table discussions and Q&A. The 
classes are taught by Mike Reese. No cost or 
registration and all materials and handouts 
will be provided at the talk

CLASS ONE:
The Growth of the Early Church 
•	 Tuesday, February 18 at 6:30pm - PLC
OR
•	 Thursday, February 20 at 9:00am  - PLC

CLASS TWO:
The Early Church Fathers  
•	 Tuesday, February 25 at 6:30pm - PLC
OR
•	 Thursday, February 27 at 9:00am - PLC

CLASS THREE:
Liturgy, Prayer and Scripture of the 
Early Church 
•	 Tuesday, March 4 at 6:30pm - PLC
OR
•	 Thursday, March 6 at 9:00am - PLC

OPPORTUNITES

ADDITIONAL
Adult Education

Sacred Art with Vanessa Akin 
•	 Thursday, March 13 at 6:30pm - PLC
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

DOV Hurricane Relief: If you are interested in donating to 
the Diocese of Venice Hurricane Relief Fund, please visit: 
https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.   
Bereavement Retreat for Grieving Parents: The one-
day retreat for parents who have lost a child, has been 
rescheduled for Saturday, January 18, 2025, from 8:30am-
4:00pm at Saint Maximilian Kolbe Church, 1441 Spear 
Street, Port Charlotte. The retreat will be led by Deacon 
Henry de Mena, M.A. Registration is required. For more 
information contact Jim Gontis at gontis@dioceseofvenice 
Jubilee Adoration Night: The Diocese of Venice invites 
Youth Ministry for a “Pilgrim of Hope”, on Friday, January 
31 from 6:30pm-8:30pm at St. Andrew in Cape Coral. For 
more information call (941) 441-1122, or email prias@
dioceseofvenice.org or visit www.standrewrcc.org/
Witnessing Faith: Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane for his 
monthly radio program on Relevant Radio on 106.7 FM and 
1410 AM in Fort Myers and 93.3 FM and 1660 AM in Naples. 
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at 
8:30am on Friday, January 31. 
DOV Venice Charismatic Conference: Join us on Friday, 
February 7 for enlightening teaching, heartfelt worship, 
and meaningful fellowship. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to deepen your faith and strengthen your community! 
Location: St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, Port 
Charlotte. Registration is $45 per person with lunch 
included. To register, visit www.charisms.org
A Day for Fathers & Sons: This first parish event “Rekindle 
and Grow in Christ”, will be offered for fathers and sons 8th 
grade and older on Saturday, March 1. Arrive by 8:45am, ends 
with 4pm Mass. Location: St. John XXIII Parish Life Center, 
13060 Palomino Lane, Ft. Myers. A sign-up registration and 
more information will be available in an upcoming bulletin. 
Venetian Ball 2025: Join Catholic Charities for their annual 
ball on Saturday, March 22 at St. Leo the Great Catholic 
Church, Bonita Springs, FL. Delight in an elegant evening of 
cocktails, stories of perseverance and hope, dinner, auction, 
and dancing. Cocktails 6pm, Dinner 7pm. Tickets are $240 
per person. Proceeds will benefit programming inn Lee, 
Hendry and Glades Counties. For more information please 
call (239) 342-1620, email venetianball@ccdov.org or visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/

The Knights of Columbus present the 1st Annual 
Casino Night on Saturday, February 22 in the Parish 
Life Center Main Hall from 6-10pm. Tickets will be 
available after Masses now through early February. 

Cost of each ticket is $45 and includes: 
Appetizers, Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks, 
Desserts, $25 Gaming Chip, Casino 
Gaming and Chinese Auction

Saturday, February 22, 2025

TICKETS: $45
Visit our Table in the Narthex!
Tickets available after Masses.

FIRST ANNUAL 

Knight s o fColumbus



Women s Guild’ of St.of St. John XXIII presents:John XXIII presents:

ShowShow

THE 18TH ANNUAL

Fashions by CHICO’s and LUNCH provided by G3 CATERING

SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2025 - 10:30am to 2:00pm 

Women’ s Guild of St. John XXIII presents: 

THE 18TH ANNUAL FASHION SHOW 

FASHIONS BY CHICO’S AND LUNCH BY G3 CATERING 

MENU: SALAD, SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST FRANCESE, WHIPPED YUKON GOLD 
POTATOES, ROASTED VEGETABLE MEDLEY AND DESSERT 

Saturday, March 8, 2025 
From 10:30am to 2:00pm 

Celebration of Charity  
Please complete and return with checks for all reservations. Tables must be paid in full. We 
have tables of 8 and of 10, although tables of 10 are limited and are on a first come basis. 
To see if a table of 10 is available, contact Stefanie at stefaniepuccetti@gmail.com.  If 
there are fewer than 8 in your party, other guests will be seated with you. Please print the 
names for your table below and return with payment by February 15.  

ALL RESERVATIONS ARE TRANSFERABLE AND NONREFUNDABLE. 

Checks made out to St. John XXIII with Women’s Guild on the Memo line of the check. 
Checks and forms may be mailed.  Envelope to be addressed to: St. John XXIII 
Women’s Guild 13060 Palomino Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

PLEASE PRINT - Contact Person 

Name: ______________________________________  Email: _____________________________ 

Phone # ____________________________________ I have enclosed Check #___________ 

Reservations @$55 per person ______________  Total $ _____________ 

List Names of those to be seated including yourself:     
1. ______________________________________   6. _____________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________ 7. _____________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________ 8. _____________________________________ 
4. _______________________________________ 9. _____________________________________ 
5. _______________________________________ 10. ____________________________________ 
 

SPECIAL DIET MENU will be offered for those requesting in advance. Contact Stefanie 
Puccetti at stefaniepuccetti@gmail.com 

ENTER THROUGH THE NORTH ENTRANCE (FRONT) OF THE PARISH LIFE CENTER 
St. John XXIII PARISH LIFE CENTER: 13060 Palomino Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

ShowShowWomen s Guild’ Parish Life Center: Saturday, March 8, 2025 - 10:30am to 2:00pm 

Please complete and return with checks paid in full for all reservations. We have tables of 8 and of 10, although tables of 10 are 
limited and are on a first come basis. To see if a table of 10 is available, contact Stefanie at stefaniepuccetti@gmail.com If there 
are fewer than 8 in your party, other guests will be seated with you. Please print the names for your table below and return 
with payment by February 15, 2025
ALL RESERVATIONS are TRANSFERABLE and NONREFUNDABLE. Checks can be made out to St. John XXIII with Women’s 
Guild on the Memo line of the check. Checks and forms may be mailed. Envelope to be addressed to: St. John XXIII Women’s 
Guild, 13060 Palomino Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912
ENTER THROUGH the NORTH ENTRANCE (FRONT) of the PARISH LIFE CENTER 
St. John XXIII Parish Life Center: 13060 Palomino Lane Ft. Myers, FL 33912
LUNCH MENU includes salad, sautéed chicken breast francese, whipped yukon gold potatoes, roasted vegetable medley and dessert. 
SPECIAL DIET MENU will be offered for those requesting in advance. Contact Stefanie Puccetti at stefanie.puccetti@gmail.com

Celebration of Charity








