
13060 Palomino Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33912 | P 239-561-2245 | F 239-561-3713 | www.johnxxiii.net
December 22, 2024
Fourth  Sunday of Advent

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
		  Catholic Church

F O U R T H  S U N DAY  O F  A D V E N T

Love

St. John XXIII Catholic Parish in Fort Myers, Inc. a Florida non-profit corporation

“For God so loved the 

world that He gave His 

one and only Son, that 

everyone who believes 

in Him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.”

- John 3:16
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ADMINISTRATOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju 
frjay@johnxxiii.net

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

Mass Inten t i on s

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest DOV. 

MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

PRAYING THE ROSARY:
7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
ADORATION CHAPEL:
8:30am-3:45pm (Monday-Friday)
8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
•	 8:00 AM † Helen Woodward by Randy & Peggy Kepple    

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
•	 8:00 AM  ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 4:00 PM (Children’s Pageant), 6:30 PM & 9:00 PM Masses
•	 11:00 PM - Vietnamese Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS
•	 7:15 AM, 9:15 AM & 11:15 AM Masses
•	 1:30 PM - Spanish Mass         
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26
•	 8:00 AM † Jose Maisog by his family
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
•	 8:00 AM † William T. & Jim Kenny by their family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
•	 8:00 AM † Robert O’Brien by Pat & Adrian Humbert 
•	 4:00 PM † Judy Hobensack by Peggy & Frank Harmon
•	 8:00 PM † Maria by AC Hiep Family - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
•	 7:15 AM † Humberto Jimenez by The Cardona family
•	 9:15 AM  ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 11:15 AM † John Hagan by his family
•	 1:30 PM ♥ Daniel Herrera Garcia by The Carbo Family

DECEMBER 25, 2024 - READINGS 
Christmas Day - Nativity of the Lord 
•	 1ST READING 	 IS 52:7-10
•	 PSALM		  PS 98:1-6
•	 2ND READING	 HEB 1: 1-6   
•	 GOSPEL		  JOHN 1:1-18

DECEMBER 24, 2024 - READINGS 
Christmas Eve

•	 1ST READING 	 IS 62:1-5
•	 PSALM		  PS 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29
•	 2ND READING	 ACTS 13:16-17, 22-25   
•	 GOSPEL		  MT 1:1-25

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245
Maintenance 
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245                           
Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           
Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                        
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                            
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                             
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII
Administrator

Dear Friends,
Are you prepared enough? We are going to meet the Word made Flesh soon 
and celebrate it with joy.  It has been a wonderful spiritual journey for me to 
reflect with you every week through this message.
The Fourth Sunday of Advent readings explain how the long-awaited 
Messiah is surrendering himself with his life to replace the old law.  The new 
law of Christ is love and out of his unconditional love, he sacrificed himself.  
Therefore, we lit the candle of Love this week.    
Pope Benedict XVI assumed the leadership of the Church in 2005, the Year 
of the Eucharist. On May 31, 2005, during the prayer meeting in the Vatican 
gardens for the conclusion of the Marian month, he gave a short reflection, 
combining the Visitation and the Year of the Eucharist. I am sharing an 
excerpt from his reflection since we hear the same gospel this week:
“Today, in particular, we pause to meditate on the mystery of the Visitation 
of the Virgin to St Elizabeth… In a certain way we can say that her journey 
was - we like to emphasize in this Year of the Eucharist - the  “First Eucharistic 
procession” in history. Mary, living Tabernacle of God made flesh, is the Ark 
of the Covenant in whom the Lord visited and redeemed his people. Jesus’ 
presence filled her with the Holy Spirit.
When she entered Elizabeth’s house, her greeting was overflowing with 
grace: John leapt in his mother’s womb, as if he were aware of the coming 
of the One whom he would one day proclaim to Israel. The children exulted, 
and the mothers exulted! This meeting, imbued with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, is expressed in the Canticle of the Magnificat”. 
What else could come out of pure love!    
I wish you all a blessed Christmas and hope you let the joy of Christmas 
continue in your daily lives.  I promise you all my prayers and blessings.  

•	 Reading 1: Micah 5:1-4a

•	 Reading 2: Hebrews 10:5-10

•	 Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

God Bless You,
Fr. Jay Raju
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In Memory of:  Ben Talley
Requested by:  Paul Talley

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William               
Sandy Szymanski  
Marie Boutwell
Kate Maloney 
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Martha Gayford
Ralph Ottaiano
Henry Del Riego
Steve Berdeaux
Marilyn Dittrich
Jonathan Lochner
Vy Ho & Baby Evie Dang
Mary Ann Owen
Chuck Nieset

Shannon Halt
Vincent Falvo
Mark Dugo
Carolyn Smith
Polley Sedahl 
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr
Jackie Ryall
Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett
Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob
Christie & Sam Bell
Laura Travaglio 
John Izral
Robert Zielinski

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Mary Ceccoli
Anthony Giampaolo
Shelley Maxwell
Richard Redling

Prayers forEternal Life

ADVENT PRAYER
4th SUNDAY 

On the brink of Jesus’ coming 
into the world, we anticipate, 
yet try to remain grounded in 
this present moment. Let us 

not neglect the gift of this very 
time and place; our waiting, 
our joy, our expecting; these 
gifts! May we embrace them 
and reverence the goodness 

of this moment. Just as Mary 
journeyed to see her cousin 

Elizabeth in final preparation 
for Jesus’ coming, we gather 

with our loved ones and those 
with whom we can share our 

love as we look toward the 
miracle of Christmas. 

  Amen

Lov e  o f  Adv e n t 



New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Mia Poliziani
Rosemarie Stoll
Nicholas Mar tino 
Deborah Ruppel
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Ana Carreto Sanchez 
Izabela Kondakciu
Glinda Fitzgerald
Thomas & Ing Stoll
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Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, January 19, 2025 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, December 23
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm 
•	 Pageant Dress Rehearsal: Church - 6:15pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
•	 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 12(noon) 
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am  
•	 Bereavement: PLC/Bernadette/Michael - 1:30pm   
•	 Christmas Eve Mass (Children’s Pageant) - 4pm
•	 6:30pm & 9pm Masses: Church
•	 Music Prelude: Church - 8:30pm
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 11pm

Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas
•	 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
•	 Adoration Chapel Closed
•	 NO Rosary/NO 8:00am Daily Mass 
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am 
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm____________________________________________________________
Thursday, December 26
•	 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm ____________________________________________________________
Friday, December 27
•	 Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm 
•	 All Night Adoration: Adoration Chapel - 4pm - 6am
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Saturday, December 28 
•	 Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass - 8am 
•	 Confessions: Church - 8:30am-9:30am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm
•	 Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex  
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Sunday, December 29
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am 
•	 Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex
•	 Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am   
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
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Advent    Chris tmas
SCHEDULE 2024

&

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE LITURGIES
4:00pm Mass (Children’s Pageant)
6:30pm Mass
8:30pm (Choral Prelude)
9:00pm Mass
11:00pm Vietnamese Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 
Feast of the Holy Family	
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2025
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God	
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
8:00am, 12(Noon) & 6:00pm Masses

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2025
4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025 
Epiphany of the Lord
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass

		

Love

THE LOVE OF

We assuredly know that virtues such as love, hope, 
peace, joy, and faith are important in the Christmas 
story as well as in our daily walk with Christ. Whichever 
we celebrate on whatever Sunday of Advent, we know 
all of them are important hallmarks of the Christian 
faith and journey. With that being said, let’s dive into 
the symbolism of the love candle. Otherwise known 
as the Angel candle, this candle can represent purity.
Not surprisingly, the Bible has a lot to say about love.
Depending on your translation, the word appears 
100-300 times throughout Scripture. It makes sense. 
God is love (1 John 4). They know we are Christians by 
our love (1 Corinthians 13:1). Love sacrificed Jesus’ 
son for our sins. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 alone tallies off a number of 
characteristics of love: it’s patient, kind, it does not 
envy, etc. 
We cannot walk with Christ without it, and we cannot 
have the Christmas story without it. As Linus states in 
A Charlie Brown Christmas, “That’s what Christmas is 
all about, Charlie Brown.” 
Some churches, on Christmas or the Sunday after 
Christmas, will remove the other candles and leave 
the Christ candle, showing that the old has passed 
away and the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
In other words, the law the Jews followed in the 
Old Testament, the sinful nature of man, all of it 
has passed away and Christ has brought the new 
covenant, a new promise of salvation.
Often, churches will make the Christ candle larger 
than the rest to show that Christ is the reason for the 
hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that we have. 
Jesus is the reason for the season. 
There is no greater gift than this, that a man should 
lay down his life for his friends. You willingly gave the 
gift of your life because of your love. Your righteous 
blood covered our sin. You redeem and restore us 
when we confess you as Lord and Savior of our life. 
In that moment, you give us the gift of your love for 
all eternity. We receive grace upon grace and mercy 
upon mercy in that moment.
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KEEPChr i s t  INChr i s tma s
by: Father Dominic Vahling - Catholic Times

When the clock strikes midnight on December 26, radio stations turn off Christmas music and department 
stores box up their Christmas displays. But for us as Christians, Christmas has only just begun. Here are 10 
tips for keeping Christ in Christmas:
1. KNOW WHEN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON ACTUALLY ENDS
The joy of Christmas cannot be contained to just one day or one Mass. The Christmas season lasts until the Cath-
olic Church celebrates the Baptism of the Lord, which this year is Sunday, January 12.
2. LISTEN TO CHRISTMAS MUSIC
Pull out your CDs (old-fashioned, right?) or make a song playlist. Listen to Christmas music that lifts your 
heart and mind to God, especially now that you will not hear Christmas music on the radio.
3.  ATTEND DAILY MASS
The Octave of Christmas — through January 1 — is one of the richest times of the liturgical year. Come to Mass 
to celebrate St. Stephen, the Holy Family, the Holy Innocents, St. Thomas Beckett, and Mary, the Mother of God 
on Wednesday, January 1.
4. KEEP YOUR CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS ON DISPLAY
While it may be tacky to leave the Christmas lights up year-round, at least keep them up through January 12. 
Some prefer to keep decorations up until the celebration of the Presentation of Jesus on February 2.
5. INVEST IN A BEAUTIFUL NATIVITY SCENE
The tradition of recreating the Nativity scene goes back to St. Francis of Assisi. Every Catholic household should 
have a Nativity scene, either inside or outside. It does not have to be fancy, but it is a good way to remember the 
One who Christmas is all about.
6. LET THE THREE WISE MEN TAKE THEIR JOURNEY
The Three Wise Men did not arrive on Christmas Day. Bring them on a journey a little closer to the stable each 
day between Christmas and the Epiphany on Sunday, January 5. This would be a good task for the little ones in 
the house!
7. SAY “MERRY CHRISTMAS!”
The cashier at your grocery store may be a bit confused to hear “Merry Christmas” in the first week of January. 
When they look at you sideways, just say that for Catholics, Christmas is not over yet!
8. CELEBRATE ADVENT WELL
Preparation for Christmas should not be a burden. Do you ever feel yourself letting out a sigh of relief when 
Christmas day is over? If so, allow Advent to be a time of spiritual preparation and not a time of stress.
9. PRAY EVERY DAY
Jesus invites all of us to a deep friendship with him. Christmas happened because Jesus wanted to live with us 
and show us how much he loves each one of us. It is important to reciprocate this love by giving him time in 
prayer each day. No matter how busy the schedule is, make prayer a priority.
10. GIVE GIFTS ALL THROUGH THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
Allow Christmas to be a season of giving. Giving the gift of time and attention will be a more meaningful gift 
than anything material. Visit the homebound, call an old friend, and let your family know that you are thinking 
of them.
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We would like to thank the Knights of Columbus, parish staff, 
volunteers and parishioners who participated in Breakfast 
with Santa that took place on Sunday, December 15. It was a 
fun filled day for family and friends!
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Adoration
CHAPEL

Christmas Week:
•	 Monday, December 23	   8:30am-3:45pm
•	 Tuesday, December 24:          8:30am-12(noon)
•	 Wednesday, December 25:    CLOSED 
•	 Thursday, December 26:        8:30am-3:45pm
•	 Friday, December 27:	   8:30am-3:45pm

Friday Overnight:
The Friday Overnight Adoration will continue 
indefinitely from 4:00pm-6:00am. Adorers will 
need a code to get in after 4:00pm. 		
Email: stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com

•	 Saturday, December 28:     8:30am-3:30pm

Join Us!

Christmas Eve 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24

4:00PM MASS

FOR BEATING THE HOLIDAY BLUES

10 
TIPS

Keep expectations manageable: Don’t try to make this 
holiday season “the best ever”. Set realistic goals for 
yourself, prioritize the most important activities, and 
pace yourself. Remember that the holidays don’t automat-
ically dispel reasons for feeling sad or lonely, so it’s okay for 
you to have these feelings.

Let go of the past: Don’t make yourself miserable by think-
ing everything has to be just like the “good old days”. As 
life brings changes, each holiday season is different and 
should be enjoyed in its own way.

Avoid relationship conflicts: Make a commitment to set 
aside any unresolved issues. If it is possible, live at peace 
with everyone. Try to accept family and friends as they are 
even if they don’t meet your expectations.

Enjoy holiday activities that are free: Drive around to look 
at holiday decorations. Go window shopping without buy-
ing anything. Be sure to check out the Christmas pageants 
put on by local churches and schools.

Don’t overindulge: Excessive eating and drinking will only 
make you more depressed. Maintain a consistent sleep 
schedule, a balanced diet, and regular exercise.

Enjoy time with supportive people: If you’re married, 
spend time at home with your spouse and children. If 
you’re single, enjoy the company of family and friends. If 
you’re alone, reach out to make new friends or contact 
an old friend with whom you’ve lost touch.

Make time for yourself: Don’t spend all your time providing 
activities for family and friends. Whether it’s taking a long 
walk or reading a good book, do something you enjoy.

Build your own family traditions: Along with making nice 
memories, family traditions enrich family identity and 
closeness, which helps reduce stress. There are dozens of 
fun and inexpensive ways to celebrate the season. So don’t 
be afraid to try something new.

Serve others without expecting a reward: Bringing joy or 
comfort to others gets the focus off yourself and has a way 
of lifting your spirit.

Remember the reason for the season: Taking time to 
reflect on the meaning or purpose for the holiday is the 
best way prioritize your time and transform your holiday 
into a joyous celebration of hope.

By: Tim Peterson, MS, LMFT, LPC
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A Chri s tma s  Message
From Father Jay

Christmas isn't a day or even a 
season....Christmas is the compass 
needle that points toward God. The 
star shining for the Wisemen, The 
angels singing for the shepherds. 

Christmas is the illuminated path, 
across the wilderness of life, our map 
to this world, and if we follow it, if we 

surrender, joyfully, to it, Christmas 
will lead us to where we need to go.

The Christmas Plains by Joe Botum

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the priests and the entire 
parish staff, I want to wish each and every 
one of you a very Merry Christmas. May 
it be filled with countless blessings, good 
health and an ever deepening relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

It is my prayer that the 
year 2025 is filled with 
peace and love.

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju

A PRAYER
FORPeace

Lord of all, in this time of strife and 
suffering, we come before you with 
heavy hearts, seeking your divine 
intervention. We lift up to you the  

victims of the Holy Land conflict, asking 
for your mercy and healing touch.

Prince of Peace, grant solace to those 
who are in pain, strength to those who 
are weary and hope to those who are 

in despair. Let your guiding light shine 
upon all, that they may find a path to 

reconciliation and understanding.

Mary, Mother of Mercy, wrap your 
mantle of love around those who are 

suffering, and intercede for them before 
your Son. May your gentle compassion 
be a source of comfort and consolation.

We implore you, Oh God, to inspire 
leaders and all involved to seek avenues 

of peace and dialogue. Soften hearts 
that are hardened by hatred and 

division, and instill in them a
desire for unity and harmony.

St. Francis of Assisi, patron of peace, 
pray for us. Help us to be instruments of 

your peace in this troubled world.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior, we pray. Amen.



|  PAGE 11  |

God  never gives someone a gift 

they are not capable of receiving. If 

he gives us the Gift ofChristmas, 
it is because we all have the ability to 

understand and receive it.”
Pope Francis

We would like to thank 
all of our friends and 
parishioners that brought 
cookies, breads and gifts 
for the priests and staff! 

Also, on behalf of Fr. Jay, 
and the parish clergy, we 
want to thank you, the 
members and volunteers, 
that assist with all of the 
Masses. This is such a 
beautiful season of faith 
and worship!

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
•	 Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, 

search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.
•	 St. John XXIII Flocknote: Sign up for parish updates at 

StJohnXXIIICommunity.flocknote.com
•	 Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/
•	 St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 

and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 
•	 Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 

teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

•	 Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to 
donate to our Offertory Fund and it will be processed. 

•	 Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

•	 Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content 
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create 
your FREE account by entering our parish code and your 
email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee 

•	 Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request.

•	 St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel Hours are Monday-
Friday 8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. 
Friday Overnight Adoration will continue indefinitely 
from 4pm-6am. Adorers will need a code to get in after 
4pm. For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry 
please visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/ or 
email: stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com 

•	 St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 
10am-5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information 
email thrift@johnxxiii.net or visit www. bpjthrift.com

•	 Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
your nonperishable items to church. These donations 
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the 
Narthex. Please check expiration dates. 

•	 Separated/Divorced Support Group: For those of you 
struggling in your relationship, considering a divorce or 
separation and in need of support, come join us. Our 
group provides confidentiality and guidance every 2nd 
and 4th Sunday beginning January 12, 2025 at 9:30am in 
the Parish Life Center, St. Michael. For more information 
contact Carole Wheeler-Antle 239-850-7443 or email 
cdwantle819@gmail.com

•	 Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, and 
social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the Parish. 
It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations to use 
this content for promotion or other purposes without the 
express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII.
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Our Parish Community 

Barbara Lange
On behalf of the parish staff, we would 
like to honor Barbara Lange for her 
dedicated service at St. John XXIII.
Barbara has worked in the parish office 
for the last 17 years, as well as sharing 
her musical gift on the piano and organ!
We wish Barbara a much deserved 
happy retirement and thank her for the 
wonderful memories and commitment 
to our parish community. 
The St. John XXIII staff looks forward to 
celebrating with Barb in the new year 
so we can give her the special send off 
that she deserves!
WE LOVE YOU!

The Knights of Columbus and the Women’s Guild would 
like to thank our 142 bingo players in November. Due to 
their generosity we were able to present this wonderful 
group with this check. The work that Thrive does to help 
young ladies to regain their future not only for them but 
their children also. Please keep them in your prayers.

Knight s o fColumbus
WHAT’S NEW?

The Knights of Columbus once again reached out to 
help our brothers and sisters as they continue to work 
on recovering after another hurricane this fall. The Fort 
Myers Beach Women’s Club made a name for themselves 
after hurricane Ian in 2022. They were among the first 
to reach out to those in need in 2022 and again in 2024. 
They have successively managed to process thousands 
in funds to those in need. Both times they received 
donations from many states and groups. Let’s give 
thanks for their dedication to others.



Name:__________________________________ Number ______

Ministry:________________________________________________

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

V   L U N T E E R
MINISTRY

APPRECIATION RECEPTION Thank you for all you do!

All St. John XXIII volunteers and their spouses 
(please no children) are invited to an appreciation 
reception on Sunday, January 5, 2025 at 6:00pm. 
We will provide heavy hors d’oeuvres and spirits 
in our Parish Life Center. We appreciate you and 
want to thank you for sharing your many gifts in all 
of the ministries at St. John XXIII Catholic Church. 

You must RSVP so that we can plan the evening. 
Please use the RSVP below and return to the 
parish office by December 30

V   L U N T E E R
APPRECIATION RECEPTION

MINISTRY
St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII

 Catholic Church
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 - 6PM

PARISH LIFE CENTER

M E M O R I A L I Z AT I O N 
O F  C H A S U B L E S

You may have noticed that our priests have been wearing 
matching chasubles when they concelebrate Masses. Several 
months ago, the parish purchased 4 sets of chasubles in each 
of the liturgical colors: GREENGREEN, REDRED, PURPLEPURPLE, and  WHITEWHITE 
(4 of each color), as well as two ROSE-COLOREDROSE-COLORED chasubles, so 
that our priests can represent the unity of the Church through 
matching vestments when we celebrate our larger liturgies.

If you would like to honor a loved one by memorializing one 
of these beautiful chasubles, adorned with the Holy Eucharist. 
For a $500 donation, please contact our Business Manager, 
Holly Atkins in the parish office at (239) 561-4451

$500 Donation 
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FUN
FACTS

•	 December 25 was originally a pagan celebration. 
Nobody knows when Jesus of Nazareth was born 
and nobody celebrated his birthday for hundreds 
of years. December 25 was co-opted from the 
pagan rites connected with the winter solstice.

•	 The nativity story resulted in several wars. In the 
first few centuries of the Christian era, controversy 
over whether or not Jesus was divine at birth 
created political and social unrest that frequently 
burst out into full-scale warfare.

•	 Mistletoe kissing originated with fertility rites. The 
hanging sprig is a very ancient symbol of virility 
and therefore anybody standing beneath it is 
signaling that he or she is available.

•	 Santa Claus originated in a newspaper ad. Far 
from being a quaint medieval legend, Santa 
Claus first appeared as a recognizable entity was 
in a newspaper ad for toys and “gift books” in the 
mid 19th century.

•	 Christmas is only recently a “family” holiday. It was 
originally celebrated as an adult form of “trick or 
treat,” but with the “treat” consisting of booze 
and the threatened “trick” consisting of bodily 
harm or destruction of property!

•	 The Christmas Tree is a manufactured tradition. 
Victorian intellectuals invented the tradition 
as part of a social movement to consciously 
reform Christmas away from its tradition of harsh 
and loud drinking.

•	 “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” was originally a 
threat. The ever-popular song was originally sung, 
loudly and repeatedly, by crowds of rowdy, 
lower-class servants demanding booze from 
their masters... or else.  (i.e. “We won’t go until 
we get some!”)

- Pope Francis

Parenting  Pointer:

Marriage  Moment:

When the family has gathered, gifts are shared and 

food is eaten together, what remains? To carry the 

Spirit of Christmas beyond one day, ponder what 

new might be born into your marriage. If your nerves 

have been frazzled during the run up to Christmas, 

relax, slow down, forgive any hurts that may linger.

St. Paul encourages us to “put on compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience… 

forgiving one another…peace, gratitude.” 

(Colossians 3:17) Discuss which of these virtues 

best fits each person in your family.

“by Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net”

“by Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net”

CLUTTER 
EASY: Hopefully you will receive a nice Christmas 
present or two. Identify one current possession that 
you no longer need and donate it to someone who 
does need it.  

CHALLENGING: Choose one room or closet to do 
a deep dive decluttering day. If relatives or friends 
don’t want your extra stuff, research the best places 
to recycle or dispose of them. Act within the month. 



Rev. William J. Jarema, 
BA, MS, M.Div., MAS. NCC, is 
an international retreat and 
workshop provider. He has 
been an ordained Catholic 
priest for 42 years and a 
clinical psychotherapist for 46 
years. Fr. Bill has published 
numerous books and CD’s on 
healing and personal growth 
and development. Fr. Bill’s 
books and CD’s will be 
available at the classes. 
For more information about 
Fr. Bill and his work with the 
Mercy Center Inc. and a list of 
all his retreats and workshops 
held in Colorado Springs, 
books and CD’s go to: 
themercycenter@aol.com

OVERVIEW: The Growing Rich in Mercy Program is a dynamic and exciting 
program that empowers each person committed to a way of holiness. We 
believe that Spiritual growth is a pilgrimage that takes us on a journey that 
we walk together and alone.
A well-balanced spiritual life touches, integrates and becomes aware of 
how God mingles with our whole-person. God is continually healing and 
redeeming the spiritual, physical, social, and psychological dimensions of 
our personhood; each reflecting His image and likeness. (I Thes. 5:23) 
The 2025 Growing Rich in Mercy Program will explore Healing Spiritual 
Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price. We Christians believe that 
‘Grace builds on Nature” and therefore we need to grow in our capacity 
to be at home with ourselves. (St. Teresa of Avila) Come and explore how 
you can pray the blessings and burdens of your family system and discover 
additional ways to encourage healing and forgiveness.
Our ultimate goal for those who journey with us in the Growing Rich in 
Mercy Program is to become more aware of God’s mercy and active loving 
influence within our daily life.
Sharing the spiritual journey with a loving community will enhance your 
desire to become a generous distributor of God’s Mercy.
The cost is $100.00 with half going to the Mercy Center and half to the parish 
for the workbook and supplies. You can make out a check to St. John XXIII and 
drop it off at the office or in the collection baskets along with your registration.

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M
Healing Spiritual Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email Holly Atkins at holly@johnxxiii.net or call the office (239) 561-2245

Fr. Bill  JaremaCOME JOIN

PAYMENT METHOD: CHECKo CASHo CREDIT CARDo

•	 SATURDAY,  JANUARY 11	    - For the Love of It: How to fill your Cup

•	 SATURDAY,  JANUARY 18	    - Praying with the Mystics

•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 8	    - Celebrate What’s Right with the World

•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 15  - The Power of Compassion

•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 22  - Traits of a Healthy Family

•	 SATURDAY,  MARCH 15	     - Beginnings: New Adventures

PARISH LIFE CENTER: 9:00AM - 12:00PM

Healing
Spirtual
Shame:

DISCOVERING THE PEARL 
OF GREAT PRICE
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

DOV Hurricane Relief: If you are interested in donating to 
the Diocese of Venice Hurricane Relief Fund, please visit: 
https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/
BVHS Bus Driver/Monitor Needed: Bishop Verot High School 
is seeking an occasional bus driver and monitor to transport 
students. This is an occasional/as needed position. Hours will 
vary based on the school’s transportation needs, including 
morning, afternoon and evening shifts. Appilcant must 
have a CDL license with required passenger endorsements. 
Please visit the Diocese of Venice Employment webpage for 
more information and to apply: https://myjobs.adp.com/
dioceseofvenicecareers/cx/job-listing
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.   
Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content 
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create 
your FREE account by entering our St. John XXIII parish code 
and your email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee 
Witnessing Faith: Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane for his 
monthly radio program on Relevant Radio on 106.7 FM and 
1410 AM in Fort Myers and 93.3 FM and 1660 AM in Naples. 
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at 
8:30am on Friday, December 27. 
Bereavement Retreat for Grieving Parents: The one-day 
retreat for parents who have lost a child that was cancelled 
due to recent hurricanes has been rescheduled for Saturday, 
January 18, 2025, from 8:30am-4:00pm at Saint Maximilian 
Kolbe Church, 1441 Spear Street, Port Charlotte. The retreat 
will be led by Deacon Henry de Mena, M.A. Registration is 
required; a flyer is attached with details and registration 
information. For more information contact Jim Gontis at 
gontis@dioceseofvenice 
Anniversary Masses in 2025: Do you have a big anniversary 
coming up? Married couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries (25, 30, 35, 40 years, etc.) are invited by 
Bishop Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass in their 
honor!  On February 1, 2025, an Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated at St. Leo the Great Parish in Bonita Springs at 
11:00am and on March 8, 2025, at St. Thomas More Parish 
in Sarasota, also at 11:00am. Both events will include Mass, 
followed by a reception, and the availability of a photo with 
Bishop Dewane. Choose whichever location or date is more 
convenient for you. Advance registration is required and 
must be completed through your Parish. Registration will 
open soon and must be completed no later than one week 
before the event you choose to attend.  Stay tuned! 
Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition 
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website: 
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org

A MESSAGE FROM:
The Fort Myers Police Department

•	 Avoid driving alone or at night.

•	 Keep all car doors locked and windows closed 
while in or out of your car. Set your alarm or use 
an anti-theft device.

•	 If you must shop at night, be sure to park in a 
well-lighted area.

•	 Avoid parking next to vans, trucks with camper 
shells, or cars with tinted windows.

•	 Park as close as you can to your destination and 
take notice of where you parked.

•	 Never leave your car unoccupied with the motor 
running or with children inside.

•	 Do not leave packages or valuables on the seat 
of your car. This creates a temptation for thieves. 
If you must leave something in the car, lock it in 
the trunk or put it out of sight.

•	 Be sure to locate your keys prior to going to 
your car.

•	 Keep a secure hold on your purse, handbag and 
parcels. Do not put them down or on top of the 
car in order to open the door.

•	 When approaching or leaving your vehicle, be 
aware of your surroundings.

•	 Do not approach your car alone if there are any 
suspicious people in the area.

•	 Ask mall or store security for an escort before 
leaving your shopping location.



A MESSAGE FROM:
The Fort Myers Police Department

 Name _________________________________________________________________

 Number of Adults ____________		          	 Number of Children ____________

FREE!FREE!

PARISH
PARISH2025

HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND MORE PROVIDED

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME

Saturday, January 25 PARISH PICNIC 11am - 2pm
PLEASE RSVP BY SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
Please tear off and return to the parish office or place in the collection basket. 
Filling out this form will give us a head count for ordering food. Thank You!

SATURDAY,  JANUARY 25   
11am-2pm

SATURDAY,  JANUARY 25   SATURDAY,  JANUARY 25   
11am-2pm11am-2pm

Magic Show    Bingo    Fire Trucks    DJ/Music
Carnival Games     Face Painting     Slides

• • 
• • 

• 

Bring your own lawn chairs for outdoor seating.
Tables and chairs are set up inside the Parish Life Center.

Invite a Friend to Join You!








