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December 15, 2024
Third Sunday of Advent

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“He will be a joy and
delight to you, and
many will rejoice

because of His birth,

for He will be great in
the sight of the Lord.”

- Luke 1:14-15
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December 15, 2024

Please Note:

SATURDAY
CONFESSIONS
takes place in the
church from
8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

ADMINISTRATOR

Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju
frjay@johnxxiii.net
PAROCHIAL VICARS

Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frioseph@johnxxiii.net

Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS

Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:

A priestis on call 7 days a week,
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973

Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT:
You are encouraged to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick before
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:

St. Columbkille
239-489-3973

Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161

Lee Memorial Hospital

St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818

Select Hospital

LEHIGH ACRES:

St. Raphael

239-369-1831

Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:

St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901

Hope Hospice

MASS SCHEDULE:

8:00am Daily Mass (Monday-Saturday)
4:00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday)

8:00pm Vietnamese Mass (Saturday)
7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am (Sunday)
1:30pm Spanish Mass (Sunday)

PRAYING THE ROSARY:
7:15am Mon-Fri & Saturday 7am
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel

ADORATION CHAPEL:
8:30am-3:45pm (Monday-Friday)
8:30am-3:30pm (Saturday)

@%m/ @szfm&“m

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
e 8:00 AM T Marilyn Rose Jarema by Fr. Jay
& The St. John XXIII Pastoral Team

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
e 8:00 AM T Bob Kelly by Ray Kelly

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
e 8:00 AM t Elizabeth Myers by Susan & Frank Pappa

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
e 8:00 AM T Katherine Fontaine by Patty Testa

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
e 8:00 AM t Joe Cicherillo by Ken & Linda Barnas

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
e 8:00 AM t Robert O’Brien by Pat & Adrian Humbert
e 4:00 PM T Louise Jackson & Harold Downs
by William & Dorothy Jackson
e 8:00 PM T Dominic & Teresa - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 - 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7:15 AM t Betty Attwood by The Vitulich Family

9:15 AM t Jane Lewis by Susan Lewis Bennett

11:15 AM *t Joseph & Mary Cosentino by their family

1:30 PM t Arno Ghedina by Elizabeth Mufioz - Spanish Mass

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE* * * *

The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses”
which is given by a retired or priest DOV.

DECEMBER 22, 2024 READINGS

+ 1ST READING MI 5:1-4A

+ PSALM PS 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
+ 2ND READING HEB 10:5-10

+ GOSPEL LK 1:39-45

@%M RECONCILIATION

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
Our Advent Reconciliation Service
with Individual Confessions is
at 6pm in the church.

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245

Maintenance
Mark Bellis
239-561-2245

Dir. of Religious Education
Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499

Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Receptionist

Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant
Viviana Jaramillo-Mestra
viviana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Bulletin Editor

Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Music Director

John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
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kelly@johnxxiii.net
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Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
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ivette@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245

Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245




December 15, 2024

The
St. John XXIII
Administrator

Fr. Ga

Dear Friends,

On this Gaudete Sunday, the first reading reminds us that the Lord our God
is in our midst! We are called to cherish again and again the fact that our
God is in our midst! God also enjoys the company of His own people. It is
not a mere link but a strong connection. In this era of social media, we are
linked to the world through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram etc., but we stay
personally disconnected from all of the people. Similarly, sometimes, we can
feel that we are linked to God but not really connected. Let us pause for a
moment during this Advent preparation time and ask ourselves how deep
we are ‘connected’ to the Lord. Is my connection vital and strong to the
Lord? This vital connection brings joy!

In the Gospel, the crowd, the tax collectors and soldiers came to John the
Baptist and asked him what they should do. He did not say to them, ‘go...live
in the desert, wear camel’s skin, eat locusts and drink honey’, but he told
them to reconcile and reconnect themselves to God and to others by sharing
and caring. Real joy comes out of kindness, prayer, and gratitude. This is
achieved through the strong connection with God in the second reading.

During this Advent season, we can talk to God through meditation and
reflection. Ask yourself what you should do personally to become joyful. Let
us make our link a vibrant connection to God.

We have a great opportunity to make use of Advent Penance Service this
Tuesday, December 17th at 6:00pm in the Church. Approximately 20 priests
will be available for the service. Please consider making your connection
with our Lord more vibrant!

God Bless You, e Reading 1: Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Fr. Jay Raju
e s J Reading 11: Philippians 4:4-7
(66.)' ::' ..__,) Li:/-,l‘ﬁhﬁ”—_-_---:-_.‘-\r‘ >
o/ Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
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ADVENT PRAYER
3RD SUNDAY

%y lo lhe %&/w/

This Advent, as we strive to
become the best versions of
ourselves, we pray to be filled
with a deep and abiding
joy. Help us share this joy
with everyone we encounter,
especially those who need it
most. Lord, our God, we praise
You for Your Son, Jesus Christ.
He is the Wisdom that teaches
and guides us. He is the Savior
of us all. Oh Lord, let your
blessing come upon us as we
light the candle on this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christs promise
of salvation. May He come
quickly and not delay. We ask
this in His holy name.

Amen

ﬂmyw/ o%w

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer
Laura Ford
Braden O’Halloran
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William
Sandy Szymanski
Marie Boutwell
Leyla A. Bolivar
Kate Maloney
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Martha Gayford
Ralph Ottaiano
Henry Del Riego
Steve Berdeaux
Marilyn Dittrich
Jonathan Lochner

Vy Ho & Baby Evie Dang

Mary Ann Owen
Chuck Nieset
Shannon Halt
Vincent Falvo
Mark Dugo
Carolyn Smith
Polley Sedahl
Daniel Herrera
Ruth Starr

Jackie Ryall
Anna Ryerson
Hannah Kennedy
Anne Jennings
Linda Bissett
Dean DeRose
Sharon Louden
Denny Baginski
Donald & Lynne Domain
Julio Jaramillo
Debra Jacob
Christie & Sam Bell

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month.
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to

the prayer book in the Narthex.

The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email

eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

@%mmy %{M o%*mw/ e

You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week.
Please inquire in the parish office.

@Ww for Slomal Zg{&

Life is changed, not ended.

Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!

Luis Elias Mussauer

Tabomacte Gandle

In Memory of: Lois Shelp

Requested by: Lynne Domain
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ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church
Weekly Calendar

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, December 16

e Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am

e Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm

¢ Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
e Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm

e Advent Reflection Service: Church - 7pm

3

Tuesday, December 17

Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am

Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
Bereavement: PLC/Bernadette/Michael - 1:30pm
NO Evening of Adoration & Benediction

NO Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group

Advent Reconciliation Service: Church - 6pm

AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Wednesday, December 18
Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
Parish Office Closed 12pm-2pm - Christmas Staff Lunch
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm
Christmas Eve Pageant Rehearsal: Church - 6:15pm
Thursday, December 19
e Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
e Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
e Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm
L]
Friday, December 20 ‘
e Rosary - 7:15am/Daily Mass: Church - 8am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:45pm
All Night Adoration: Adoration Chapel - 4pm - 6am
Usher/Greeter Yearly Training: Church - 6pm
Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm
Rosary - 7am/Daily Mass - 8am
Confessions: Church - 8:30am-9:30am
Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 3:30pm
Spanish Baptism Class: PLC/Michael/Bernadette - 9:30am
Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm

Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm
Saturday, December 21

Sunday, December 22 - 4th Sunday of Advent

e 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am
e Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am
e Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am

e Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm

| WELCOME |
MNow Fwvishisness

Joseph Caputo Andrew & Nikki Flynn

Scott Ayers Christina Cunningham
Cindy Cerezo e Richard & Linda Federici, Jr.
e Blanca Rios Robert & Cindy Wilhelm

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, January 19, 2025
after the 11:15am Mass.

Registering at St. John XXIll is a declaration of your desire to be
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know
your email address or you can even update it on the parish
website: www.johnxxiii.net

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket.

Owy G‘%&/Mﬂ/% @%wow/w/

PFC Bryan Bard

Sean Ball

Major Bart Boma

Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi

M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet

Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman

Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak

PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem

Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army

2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
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Eric Sanchez, US Air Force

Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN

Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC

Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army

Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

Sean Dryhurst US Navy

Lt. Amanda Macaluso

Anthony An Schroeder,

11 Bravo Infantry

Derrick Hambling, Army
Airborne Infantry

Maj. Paige Blevins USAF

Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN
Andrew Duffy, USSF

A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC
Sarah Lambert, USAF

1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF

1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy

PFC Abner Casiano, US Army
Ranger

Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF



THE JOY OF ADVENT

@?w,(mw %zm SHowrt

by: Hannah Brockhaus - Catholic News Agency

During Advent, we should prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus like we
joyfully prepare our homes for a visit from a family member or friend, Pope
Francis said Sunday, especially removing anything keeping us from Christ.

“When we await at home a visit from a loved one, we prepare everything with
care and happiness. In the same way we want to prepare ourselves for the
coming of the Lord: to wait for him every day with solicitude, to be filled with his
grace when he comes,” the pope said this December.

In his weekly Angelus address, Francis reflected on the day’s first reading from
Isaiah, which says to “make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low.”

The pope pointed out that the valleys in this passage can represent our sins of
omission, such as failing to pray, or praying very little. The valleys could also be
the ways we have failed to have charity toward others, especially those most in
need of material or spiritual help.

In Advent, “we are called to be more attentive to the needs of others, those
closest (to us). Like John the Baptist, in this way we can open roads of hope in the
desert of the dry hearts of many people,” he said.

Therefore, Advent is a good time to fill these valleys in our life, he said; to pray
more intensely, to prioritize your spiritual life.

On the other hand, when the verse says, “every mountain and every hill be
lowered,” we are reminded of our faults of pride, arrogance and superiority,
which must become attitudes of meekness and humility, just like our Savior is
“meek and humble of heart.”

Then, when we’ve examined our conscience, “we are asked to eliminate all the
obstacles we put into our union with the Lord” with joy, he said, because we are
preparing for the coming of our Savior.

“The Savior we are waiting for is able to transform our life with the power of
the Holy Spirit, with the power of love. Indeed, the Holy Spirit pours into our
hearts the love of God, an inexhaustible source of purification, of new life and
freedom,” Francis said.

May the Virgin Mary, he concluded, who prepared for the coming of Christ with
her whole being and existence, “help us to follow her example and guide our
steps to meet the Lord who is coming.”

“Always be full of joy in the Lord. | say it again: rejoice!
Let everyone see that you are considerate in all
you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon.”

- Philippians 4:4-5

| PAGEG6 |



cAtlvent

REFLECTION
with FATHER BILL JAREMA

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
AND
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16

6:00pm in the Church

How do you plan to pray or
meditate on the 4 themes of
Advent this year?

® First Week: CD%;&&

(The Prophecy Candle)

® Second Week: (%ww
(The Bethlehem Candle)

® Third Week: %v/

(The Shepherd’s Candle)

® Fourth Week: c%/#ﬂ
(The Angel’s Candle)

Advent is a holy time to reflect, pray, and
light a candle for these four themes. The
Advent season is a time for reflection and
anticipation-reflection on our spiritual lives,
and anticipation for the arrival of Christmas.
These two nights will include prayers, Bible
verses, and practices to help you pray and
meditate on their importance in your life.
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ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church

Adpent & Christmas

SCHEDULE 2024

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15

Third Sunday of Advent

6:00pm Advent Reflection with Fr. Bill
in the Church

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
6:00pm Advent Reflection with Fr. Bill
in the Church

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
6:00pm Advent Reconciliation Service
with Individual Confessions

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE LITURGIES
4:00pm Mass (Children’s Pageant)
6:00pm Mas

8:30pm (Choral Prelude)

9:00pm Mass

11:00pm Vietnamese Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES

7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

Feast of the Holy Family
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2025

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
8:00am, 12:00pm (Noon)

8pm Vietnamese Mass |



Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

Sacrament PREPARATION

BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize
your child! At St. John XXIll, we are happy to help your
family prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered
after the preparation process is completed by the
parents and are scheduled only after the preparation
process is completed by the parents. Please do not make
arrangements for family members until you have actually
received a date. Contact Frannie at 239-561-2245 for
more information or to begin the process.

FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and
First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who
have expressed a desire and willingness and are attending
Mass, are welcome to begin the two year process of
preparing for these Sacraments. The first year consists
of regular attendance at Faith Formation classes or
through a Diocesan Catholic school. (Either St. Francis
Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year continues those
classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental Preparation
(Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. For more
information or to begin the process, please contact
Frannie at 239-561-7499. Parents who home school their
children must contact the office during Year I.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the
Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process that
begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the
Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly welcome!).
Each year consists of Faith Formation through the parish
Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot)
as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a retreat.
Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of
9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like
more information on our program, contact Kelly Evers at
239-561-3022 to begin the process.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Congratulations on your
decision to enter the beautiful sacrament of marriage!
The heart of Marriage Preparation in the Catholic Church
is the realization that “your wedding is one day but your
marriage lasts a lifetime.” Couples wishing to be married
will need to contact us at least six months prior to the
desired date. A venue should not be booked prior to first
meeting with a priest and getting a confirmation from
the parish office. The engaged couple will complete the
Witness to Love program alongside a mentor couple,
fill out the required forms, provide updated Baptismal
Certificate(s) and attend a Diocesan retreat. For more
information or to begin the process, please contact the
parish office at 239-561-2245.

__-;.
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5 SIMPLE TIPS

For Parents to Keep Their
Sanity During Holiday Mass

Michele Chronister - Catholic Exchange

1.) SET REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS

Toddlers are not designed to be confined in a pew for
an hour. You are not a failure if you have to take a child
out of Mass! Figure out how long it usually takes for
your child to begin to melt down, and try to leave the
pew before that point. Eventually, they’re able to stay
in the pew for the whole Mass, but in the meantime,
reasonable expectations keep everyone happier.

2.) TEACH ONE OR TWO SIMPLE THINGS

Making priorities is to help your little ones to love Jesus
in the Eucharist. From the time they are babies, you can
teach them to do one simple thing: to blow a kiss to the
tabernacle after Mass. It is such a simple thing, but it
reinforces a belief in the Real Presence, and it launches
a relationship with Jesus. Other simple things to teach:
how to make the Sign of the Cross, how to genuflect,
and how to bless yourself with holy water.

3.) USE WHATEVER WORKS
If a bag full of books or toys keeps your child happy,
then use them! You can have a family policy that they
can bring one stuffed animal or doll to Mass, until your
Sacramental preparation year.

4.) LOVE IS YOUR PRAYER

Your number one goal as a parent is NOT to teach your
child to behave perfectly at Mass. We are surrounded by
all of the saints and angels, united to Christ, and all of his
mystical body. Of course you should teach your children
this doctrine...but your average one or two year old
won’t understand it, yet. Mass is a good time to snuggle
your kids. What other time of week are you all confined
together, in a small space, for an hour? So go out of your
way to love them a little extra during Mass.

5.) THIS TOO SHALL PASS

Above all, remember that this is a fleeting stage of
childhood, and keep persisting in bringing those little
stinkers to Mass. There will come a day when you can
once again kneel quietly in your pew and pray at Mass.
In the meantime, remember the words of Christ, and
rest assured that in welcoming these little ones, you
are actually welcoming Him...and that prayer is very
pleasing to Him, indeed.



YOUNG ADULT
& YOuTH

inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Rooted at St. John XXIlI

Visit our Rooted Facebook page for more information.
Email Kelly for for updates: kelly@johnxxxiii.net

Rooted 18-22
e JANUARY 2
7pm PLC/St. Michael

Rooted 23-29
e JANUARY 2
7pm PLC/St. Martha/Mary

Rooted and Married
(children welcome)
e JANUARY 9

7pm PLC/St. Susanna

Confirmation Program:

Our mandatory sessions are: 1/12, 2/9 (2pm second
year study- 5pm chapel first year study), 3/9, & 4/13
(first year study only).

High School Socials

Sunday Morning Gospel Sessions: Bring a friend! To use
the gatherings as a weekly theology choice for the
Confirmation program, you must attend 10. Here are
the dates: 1/19, 1/26, 2/2,2/23,3/2,3/23, 3/30, 4/6

Middle School Youth Group

We meet on select Wednesday evenings throughout the
school year. See our parish website for specific dates
and times.

Youth Councill

Mission Statement: Challenge and equip children of
God with the tools to inspire and disciple others while
giving a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and grow
with the St. John XXIII community.

Volunteer Opportunities

Scan this code with your mobile
device photo app to be directed
to the sign up genius webpage for
opportunities to volunteer.

s —— - W

Order of Christian Initiation

OCIA

A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the
Catholic Church....

The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults
who are considering it.

For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcame to Fasticipate!

loctvon QUESTIONS

We would like to invite parishioners to share in
the OCIA experience by making them aware of
the Reflection Questions that the participants
are discussing each week.

Below is the the next session reflections:
12/15 - Baptism

How does the grace of Baptism open our hearts to
God’s love and presence in our lives?

\

PROGRAM

Deacon John Gaulin has created a Confirmation
Program for Adults. (NOT Part of OCIA)

He will lead Mondays, February 3 through March 31
in Parish Life Center from 6:30pm - 8:00pm.

If the Spirit is prompting you, now is the time!

Please call Leslie Robertson at 239-560-5617 for
more information.
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PAVER MEMORIALIZATION

St. John XXIII Parish, along with the Knights of Columbus and
The Women’s Guild, are excited to offer 12x12 pavers, which will
be placed on the walkway around the site for our St. Michael
the Archangel statue. The price for each paver is $350. This is a
wonderful way to pay tribute to a loved one who has served, or is
currently serving in the military or as a first responder.

Paver orders may also be placed at WWW. KC23.org

Defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbl
pray; and do thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

: PAVER ORDER FORM
gua’zcltan uqnge/s |

Please circle the graphic to be added to the stone:

- WALKWAY R%,N v‘

Address or PO Box

Unit/Apt #
City/State/Zip
Please print clearly. The 12x12 paver has 3 lines.
Phone
Email LINE 1 NAME

example: John Doe

Payments may be made by cash, credit card or check.
LINE 2 RANK

example: SGT. USMC

| would like to pay by:

CASH CHECK CREDIT CARD
LINE 3 SERVICE

If paying by check, please makes checks payable to

the Knights of Columbus. example: WWII

Please sign and date verifying all information is correct

To order, or check the status of an order, please contact on the paver.

The Knights of Columbus:
LARRY EVENER: larryevener@yahoo.com PRINT NAME
SIGNATURE

The Women’s Guild Contact:
LINDA HEINZ: LMHeinz1016@gmail.com DATE




ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church
Weekly Financials

12-01-24 12-03-23 Difference
Offertory $41,479.77 $42,600.20 ($1,120.43)
Building Fund  $1,047.00 $1,172.00  ($125.00)
Total $42,526.77 $43,772.20 ($1,245.43)

Mass Attendance 2934 2912
Registered Families 3679 3645

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”
2024 Catholic Faith Appeal

2024 Goal $492,000.00
Pledge $554,094.66
Payments $539,362.66

P [anning Q%ou’z Wil

Remember St. John XXII|

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.

The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of S or % of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXl Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by
you and your attorney.

For more information,
qguestions, or wish to
consider a gift annuity
or trust for St. John
XXIII Catholic Church,
then please email:

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL

_C/Le- 95—%5— crf
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The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) is an annual opportu-
nity for every member of our Faith family to support
the life-changing work and outreach programs of the
Diocese of Venice. The programs and services assist-
ed by the CFA, make a meaningful impact on the lives
of individuals, families and communities. By support-
ing the CFA, you share in the work of Christ and the
grace of Catholic discipleship.

Remember, “The generous will be blessed, for they
share ... with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9).

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:

e CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD can be used for a
one-time gift or a monthly amount. Please visit
www.dioceseofvenice.org and click on Catholic
Faith Appeal Donate Now.

e CHECK made payable to Catholic Faith Appeal
with St John XXIII in the memo can be placed in
the white envelopes in the Narthex and the do-
nation will be sent to the Catholic Faith Appeal.

e GIFT OF SECURITIES - Federal tax laws allow
a charitable deduction for the full market value

of the appreciated securities on the date of your
gift.

e |IRA - In 2020 the law changed, requiring those
72 years and older to begin taking a required
minimum distribution (RMD) from their indi-
vidual retirement account (IRA). However, only
those who will turn 70% (born on or after July
1, 1949) in 2020 or later may wait until age 72
to begin taking required distributions. If you are
currently receiving RMDs (or should be) because
you are over age 70%, you must continue
taking these RMDs. For traditional accounts this
income is taxable! To avoid paying taxes on this
income while also meeting the obligation of the
RMD, you may designate the distribution as a gift
directly from the IRA custodian to the CFA. You
can donate up to $100,000 and married couples
can donate up to $200,000 if the spouse has a
separate IRA.
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THE JOY OF
In the season of Advent each of us may ask ourselves:
what do | expect? Advent starts a new liturgical
year full of possibilities to deepen our spiritual
perspectives and closeness with God. Advent season
invites us to awaken new hope in God’s plan and
promises. Advent can be a season of healing through
deeper awareness that the Christ Child desires to be
born anew in you. The Savior arrives to save, heal,
and deliver you. His coming is profoundly personal.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,

that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life” (Jn 3:16).

The Incarnation was the fulfillment of the ancient
expectancy of a Messiah, healer and deliverer of his
people. The Catechism teaches, “When the Church
celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes
present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for
by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s
first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire
for his second coming” (524).

First, let’s consider the experience of expectation
and preparation. Think of a couple expecting a child,
a person waiting for the results of an exam, someone
expecting the arrival of a friend, the anticipation of
someone meeting a loved one. According to Pope
Benedict XVI, “We could say that man is alive so
long as he expects, so long as hope remains alive
in his heart. Men and women can be recognized by
their expectations, and that our moral and spiritual
stature may be measured by what our hopes are.”

Advent is an opportunity to renew our commitment
to Christ as Lord of our life. Oftentimes in the lives
of the saints we read of how they made “acts of
oblation” during Advent or Lenten retreats. | find
this to be very efficacious because with each passing
year, I’'m changed, and circumstances of my life are
different also. Therefore each “act of oblation” or
“re-consecration” of myself to the Lord, brings a
fresh offering with new perspective of self- offering.
In preparing for Christmas we have weeks to reset
our spiritual life. Likely, this won’t happen if we don’t
prioritize our time spent with the Lord. The Church’s
liturgy certainly helps us to focus.

4.

OPLATKI TRADITION

Following the time honored tradition, many families will
begin their Christmas Eve celebration by waiting for the
appearance of the first star in the early evening sky as
they look toward the East. This first star appearing sym-
bolizes the Star of Bethlehem which announced that the
Great Light was coming into our world, to the “people
who lived in darkness.”

The table at which the family gathers for the Christmas
Eve dinner typically has some straw strewn beneath a fine
white tablecloth to commemorate the birth of the Christ
Child in the manger or cave where the animals lived. A
more modern adaptation includes the use of straw or
sprigs of evergreen which are placed on a serving platter
and then covered with a fine white napkin on which the
Oplatki wafers rest.

The Christmas Eve meal begins with the eldest member of
the family taking an Oplatki wafer, breaking it and sharing
it with the family member next to him. Each then shares
pieces of the Oplatki wafer with everyone else present at
the table, Some families, particularly of the Slovak tradi-
tion, share the Oplatki with honey on it, as a symbol of
the sweetness and joy of the occasion. The sharing ritual
is accompanied by embracing and the exchange of good
wishes. The symbolism of sharing the wafer with each
person and then back and forth, symbolizes the giving
and sharing of our lives.

Christmas Oplatki <#rad

Families of Polish, Slovak and

Lithuanian background observe

this Christmas Eve Tradition.

Family members and guests are

each handed an oplatek and

they each break off a piece from

one another and eat it, express-

ing best wishes and blessings to

each other, and asking for for-

giveness. This is a tender, touching family celebration of
love and forgiveness. Envelopes of the bread are located
in the Office and Church Narthex.

A S3 donation towards the cost of the Oplatki is greatly
appreciated and can be placed in the envelope next to
the basket.
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MEMORIALIZATION
OF CHASUBLES

£500 Donation

You may have noticed that our priests have been wearing
matching chasubles when they concelebrate Masses. Several
months ago, the parish purchased 4 sets of chasubles in each
of the liturgical colors: GREEN, RED, PURPLE, and WHINTE
(4 of each color), as well as two chasubles, so
that our priests can represent the unity of the Church through
matching vestments when we celebrate our larger liturgies.

If you would like to honor a loved one by memorializing one
of these beautiful chasubles, adorned with the Holy Eucharist.
For a $500 donation, please contact our Business Manager,
Holly Atkins in the parish office at (239) 561-4451

ST. JouN XXIII SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 - 6PM

Catholic Church

VIINISTRY PARISH LIFE CENTER

(r— All St. John XXIII volunteers and their spouses

\\./ L‘ U N -r 5 5 R (please no children) are invited to an appreciation
reception on Sunday, January 5, 2025 at 6:00pm.

We will provide heavy hors d’oeuvres and spirits

APPREClAT|ON RECEPT|ON in our Parish Life Center. We appreciate you and

want to thank you for sharing your many gifts in all
of the ministries at St. John XXIIl Catholic Church.

You must RSVP so that we can plan the evening.
Please use the RSVP below and return to the
parish office by December 30

ST. JOI—IN XXIII Name: Number
Catholic Church

MINISTRY
V LUNTEER

APPRECIATION RECEPTION gzm,,é%m/w d///%%ﬁ Ao/

Ministry:
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“by Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net”

THE GIFT OF Fzeycling

Start planning your strategy for recycling
all of your Christmas gift packaging.

Your greeting cards, envelopes and most
wrapping paper can be recycled. Paper
containing aluminum should not be recycled.

Cardboard gift boxes and shipping packaging
should be broken down before placing in
recycling bin.

CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING

EASY: Give quality/interesting gifts that you already
have but no longer need. Donate to a worthy cause in
someone’s hame.

CHALLENGING: If you have a talent, hand-make a gift
or offer a service instead of buying something. Instead
of buying plastic or inflatable lawn decorations, create
a scene with sleds, snow people, etc.

Mow v ige Moment-

n
e longest night of the ye:rrmc;
ights can pe cozy when wb,eSSEd
ht. If this week finds you

s of darkness, pray for those
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BEREAVEMENT

AND BEYOND

The holidays can be an especially tough time for
those who have experienced the loss of a loved one.
The Bereavement and Beyond Group at St. John XXIl|
offers a safe, supportive place to deal with this
life changing event.

We invite you to join us as you journey to find

new meaning and purpose in your life. You will be
warmly welcomed.

The Bereavement and Beyond Group meets each
Tuesday at 1:30pm in the Parish Life Center, in
rooms: St. Bernadette and St. Michael.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact the Parish office at (239) 561-2245



Heallng DISCOVERING THE PEARL
Spirtua

Shame OF GREAT PRICE

“fr. DBill ga’zema

COME JOIN *f

OVERVIEW: The Growing Rich in Mercy Program is a dynamic and exciting
program that empowers each person committed to a way of holiness. We
believe that Spiritual growth is a pilgrimage that takes us on a journey that
we walk together and alone.

A well-balanced spiritual life touches, integrates and becomes aware of
how God mingles with our whole-person. God is continually healing and
redeeming the spiritual, physical, social, and psychological dimensions of
our personhood; each reflecting His image and likeness. (I Thes. 5:23)

The 2025 Growing Rich in Mercy Program will explore Healing Spiritual
Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price. We Christians believe that
‘Grace builds on Nature” and therefore we need to grow in our capacity
to be at home with ourselves. (St. Teresa of Avila) Come and explore how
you can pray the blessings and burdens of your family system and discover
additional ways to encourage healing and forgiveness.

Our ultimate goal for those who journey with us in the Growing Rich in
Mercy Program is to become more aware of God’s mercy and active loving
influence within our daily life.

Sharing the spiritual journey with a loving community will enhance your
desire to become a generous distributor of God’s Mercy.

The cost is $100.00 with half going to the Mercy Center and half to the parish
for the workbook and supplies. You can make out a check to St. John XXIII and
drop it off at the office or in the collection baskets along with your registration.

PARISH LIFE CENTER:

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

9:00AM - 12:00PM

- For the Love of It: How to fill your Cup

e SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 - Praying with the Mystics

e SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 - Celebrate What’s Right with the World
e SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 - The Power of Compassion

e SATURDAY, MARCH 8 - Traits of a Healthy Family

e SATURDAY, MARCH 15 - Beginnings: New Adventures

Rev. William J. Jarema,
BA, MS, M.Div., MAS. NCC, is
an international retreat and
workshop provider. He has
been an ordained Catholic
priest for 42 years and a
clinical psychotherapist for 46
years. Fr. Bill has published
numerous books and CD’s on
healing and personal growth
and development. Fr. Bill's
books and CD’s will be
available at the classes.

For more information about
Fr. Bill and his work with the
Mercy Center Inc. and a list of
all his retreats and workshops
held in Colorado Springs,
books and CD’s go to:

themercycenter@aol.com

Healing Spiritual Shame: Discovering the Pearl of Great Price

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:

EMAIL: PHONE:

O CASH

PAYMENT METHOD: [J CHECK

[0 CREDIT CARD

For more information email Holly Atkins at holly@johnxxiii.net or call the office (239) 561-2245
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HAPPENINGS

DOV Hurricane Relief: If you are interested in donating to
the Diocese of Venice Hurricane Relief Fund, please visit:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/

BVHS Bus Driver/Monitor Needed: Bishop Verot High School
is seeking an occasional bus driver and monitor to transport
students. This is an occasional/as needed position. Hours will
vary based on the school’s transportation needs, including
morning, afternoon and evening shifts. Appilcant must
have a CDL license with required passenger endorsements.
Please visit the Diocese of Venice Employment webpage for
more information and to apply: https://myjobs.adp.com/
dioceseofvenicecareers/cx/job-listing

Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).

Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.

Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create
your FREE account by entering our St. John XXIII parish code
and your email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee

Witnessing Faith: Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane for his
monthly radio program on Relevant Radio on 106.7 FM and
1410 AM in Fort Myers and 93.3 FM and 1660 AM in Naples.
“Witnessing Faith with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at
8:30am on Friday, December 27.

Bereavement Retreat for Grieving Parents: The one-day
retreat for parents who have lost a child that was cancelled
due to recent hurricanes has been rescheduled for Saturday,
January 18, 2025, from 8:30am-4:00pm at Saint Maximilian
Kolbe Church, 1441 Spear Street, Port Charlotte. The retreat
will be led by Deacon Henry de Mena, M.A. Registration is
required; a flyer is attached with details and registration
information. For more information contact Jim Gontis at
gontis@dioceseofvenice

Anniversary Masses in 2025: Do you have a big anniversary
coming up? Married couples celebrating milestone
anniversaries (25, 30, 35, 40 years, etc.) are invited by
Bishop Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass in their
honor! On February 1, 2025, an Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated at St. Leo the Great Parish in Bonita Springs at
11:00am and on March 8, 2025, at St. Thomas More Parish
in Sarasota, also at 11:00am. Both events will include Mass,
followed by a reception, and the availability of a photo with
Bishop Dewane. Choose whichever location or date is more
convenient for you. Advance registration is required and
must be completed through your Parish. Registration will
open soon and must be completed no later than one week
before the event you choose to attend. Stay tuned!

Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website:
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org
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Be extra cautious about locking doors
and windows when you leave the
house, even for a few minutes.

When leaving for an extended time,
have a neighbor or family member
watch your house and pick up your
newspapers and mail.

Indoor and outdoor lights should be
on an automatic timer.

Leave a radio or television on so the
house looks and sounds occupied.

In today’s inter-connected age, it is
important to be very careful about
what you share on social media. If
you decide to share your gifts, make
sure you don’t have your location
tagged to the post.

Large displays of holiday gifts should
not be visible through the windows
and doors of your home.

When setting up a Christmas tree
or other holiday display, make sure
doors and passageways are clear
inside your home.

Don’t let the bad guy know what you
or your family got for Christmas. Break
down the boxes.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
1 Fkaims2{plim
HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND MORE PROVIDED

Magic Show « Bingo « Fire Trucks « DJ/Music
Carnival Games °* Face Painting e« Slides

Bring your own lawn chairs for outdoor seating.
Tables and chairs are set up inside the Parish Life Center.
Saturday, January 25 PARISH PICNIC 11am - 2pm
PLEASE RSVP BY SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

Please tear off and return to the parish office or place in the collection basket.
Filling out this form will give us a head count for ordering food. Thank You!

Name

Number of Adults Number of Children

______________________________________________________












