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Twenty - Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Be sanctuaries of Respect for Life, 
proclaiming the sacredness of every human 

life from conception to natural death!”

M O N T H

- POPE FRANCIS

https://www.respectlife.org/celebrate



October 6, 2024 The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s

OCTOBER 13, 2024 - READINGS 
• 	 1ST READING 	 WIS 7 :7 -11
•	 PSALM		  PS 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 
• 	 2ND READING	 HEB 4 :12-13
•	 GOSPEL		  MK 10:17-30 OR 10:17-27

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest of DOV. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7
•	 8:00 AM † Biagio Dente by his family      

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
•	 8:00 AM † Timothy Shea by Tom & Vicki Shea

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
•	 8:00 AM ♥ Francis Factora by his family  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10
•	 8:00 AM † Adolf Kolwich Family by Jerome Krause

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 - FEAST OF ST. JOHN XXIII
•	 8:00 AM † Mark Lattner & Tim Shea by Paula Lattner	

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
•	 8:00 AM † Lillian Gill by Richard Gill
•	 4:00 PM † Robert Fascetti by his wife 	
•	 8:00 PM † Maria - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13
•	 7:15 AM † ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 9:15 AM † Deceased Members of the Gaulin Family 
•	 11:15 AM † Frank Conway by Frank Melchiorri
•	 1:30 PM † Julio Baez by The Baez Family - Spanish Mass
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ADMINISTRATOR
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frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

FALL RAFFLE VOLUNTEERS
We would like to thank all the 
volunteers who helped with 
the FALL RAFFLE mailing. Your 
help was greatly appreciated!  

Thank You!
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII
Administrator

Dear Friends,
October is a month of many blessings. Autumn begins, the Snowbirds fly to Florida, 
Fort Myers gets ready for receiving a huge population from the north, the businesses 
pick up, we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, observe a vibrant 40 
days of promoting Life and our parish celebrates the feast of our Patron Saint, John 
XXIII, who initiated the Vatican Council II on October 11, 1968.  
In the beginning of such an important, festive and busy season, all the readings of this 
weekend portray the importance of the family and its relationships among husband 
and wife and children.  
In the first reading, God created different species, found everything good, and brought 
them to Adam to give them names and thus Adam got power and authority over 
them. Then God finds out the first vulnerability of a human saying, “it is not good 
for the man to be alone”. It is God who wanted to create a partner for him, and He 
created Eve from Adam’s body and flesh itself, meaning they are equally important 
and respectful to each other.  It was not Adam who created, but it is God who created 
Eve (God’s Choice). In the Gospel, Jesus reiterates and reminds us that they are 
equals and deserve dignity and respect equally and therefore discards divorce. He 
also speaks about the importance of children. How beautiful it is to see Jesus talking 
about the three together at the same time. God loves relationship. That’s why He 
reveals himself to us through the Holy Trinity (three persons but one God)
In our society today, we find an increasing agenda-driven phenomenon of breaking up 
the institution of family by pushing gender ideologies, legalizing evils and evil practices 
(like drug use and abortions- through Amendment 3 and 4), shun out the values of 
God by cajoling or pushing individuals to adapt to a pleasure seeking, self-righteous, 
individualistic and complacent society with the help of media and social media. The 
science and technology we have already, like computers, internet, social media and 
lately Artificial Intelligence (AI) shun the people away from each other against God’s 
word in the first reading, “it is not good for the man to be alone”.  
The need of the hour is to build up family based on Jesus’ words. Practically speaking, 
divorce has been a fact in our society including Catholic families, but it needs a deeper 
reflection in the background of Jesus words. If we are sincere and serious to buildup 
family, then we would adapt to Jesus words and gain the strength of fighting all the 
evils that try to spoil the family at individual levels, as well as at society levels. I am 
happy to share that our diocese and our parish promote and provide a few platforms 
like “Together in Holiness” and “Teams of our Lady” to all married couples both 
younger and older.  Please consider them to find how you can make your family 
strong and joyful. For those who suffer spiritually from divorce, please know that 
annulment may be a possibility. You are always welcome to seek guidance on this with 
me or any parish priest.

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju

•	 Reading 1: Genesis 2:18-24

•	 Reading 11: Hebrew 2:9-11

•	 Gospel: Mark 10:2-16



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Lucy DeRose
Cynthia & William               
Sandy Szymanski  
Ray & Janie Sucik
Karen Racz
Jill Louden
Darlene Kepshire
Crystal Heim
Mimi Weaver
Linda Anderson
Kristen Lipp
Kevin Walsh
Janice Herrington

Cora Davies
Marie Boutwell
Louis Cooper, Jr.
Bill Acini
Leyla A. Bolivar
Kate Maloney 
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Martha Gayford
Ralph Ottaiano
Henry Del Riego
Steve Berdeaux
Marilyn Dittrich
Jonathan Lochner
Vy Ho & Baby Evie Dang
Mary Ann Owen
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Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Bill Orcutte
Alfonso Severini

Prayers forEternal Life

THROUGH NOVEMBER 3

Help SAVE LIVES in Fort Myers!
www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

Join us any Tuesday between 11:00am - 5:00pm at 
Planned Parenthood, 6418 Commerce Park Drive, 
Ft. Myers, to pray for these moms, dads, and the life of 
babies in the womb. 

Vigil Hours Every Tuesday
11:00AM - 5:00PM

Save the Date

On Thursday, October 17 at 6pm, we are honored to 
welcome Dr. Haywood Robinson, former abortionist, 
now serving on the Board of Directors for the National 
40 Days for Life organization. We hope you’ll come out 
to join us and hear the testimony and encouraging word 
of Dr. Robinson.

RAIN OR SHINE, WE WILL BE THERE!
Bring a lawn chair, water and umbrella (just in case!) 
No RSVP is required, call a friend and join us to be 
inspired and to pray for the mothers and children of 
our community and an end to abortion in Lee County! 
Please bring diaper donation sizes: 3-4-5-6 for the 
Pro-Life Pregnancy Center.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 - 6PM

For questions or more information, please, email: 
40DaysForLifeFM@gmail.com

Sidewalk outside Planned Parenthood
6418 Commerce Park Dr, Fort Myers 

In Memory of:  Mary Kathleen Atkins 
Requested by:  Craig & Sue Edwards

Tabernac l eCandle

In Honor of:  Respect Life Month
Please VOTE NO on Amendment 4

Adorat i onChape l



New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Delilah Cortez
Massiel Rincon
Eileen Coolahan
Joshua Ullrich

n

n

n

n

Oanh Le & Thuy Truong
Carl & Karen Treml
Christian & Amanda Fleagle
Troy & Kathy Wilkinson

n

n

n

n

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Zachary Gagis, Lt. Cdr, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
Lieutenant Adam Blevins USAF
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, October 7
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am 
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm
•	 Hispanic Catechist Meeting: PLC/Martha/Mary - 6:30pm
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, October 8
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am 
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
•	 Respect Life Diocesan Meeting: PLC/Martha/Mary  11:30am 
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm  
•	 Evening of Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6pm
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm 
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, October 9
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: ZOOM ONLY - 9:30am  
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
•	 Faith Formation 1st Session: PLC/Classrooms - 4:15pm 
•	 Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5:30pm
•	 Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm
•	 Faith Formation 2nd Session: PLC/Classrooms - 6:15pm 
•	 Middle School Youth Group Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm
•	 Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, October 10
•	 Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 5pm
•	 Journey to Hope: PLC/St. Therese - 6pm
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm
•	 Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible: Main Hall - 6:30pm
•	 Rooted & Married: PLC/St. Susanna - 7pm
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: ZOOM ONLY - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Friday, October 11 - Feast Day of St. John XXIII
•	 All Night Adoration: Adoration Chapel - 4pm - 6am
•	 Volunteer Appreciation Mass & Reception: Church/

Main Hall - 6pm - 9pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, October 12 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am to 3:30pm 
•	 Spanish Baptism Class: PLC/Michael/Bernadette - 10am
•	 Rosary Rally: Memorial Garden - 12pm (noon)
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Hispanic Catechist Meeting: Martha/Mary - 6:30pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Sunday, October 13
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am 
•	 Pre-school Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am 
•	 HS Social Morning Gospel: PLC/St. Therese
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am   
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Praise & Worship: Adoration Chapel - 4pm

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, November 17, 2024 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm
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A PRAYER
FOR LIFE 

Oh most holy Lord, creator 
of heaven and earth, from 

Your gentle hand allows the 
gift of life. To Your sons and 
daughters You have given 

the role of steward to care for 
all Your creation from womb 
to tomb. Hear us as we pray 
for a greater respect for all 
life throughout our world:

•	 that the unborn may be born

•	 that the child may be safe

•	 that the teen may be prepared

•	 that the young adult may be 
centered

•	 that the aged may be revered

•	 that the deceased may rest in 
peace

•	 that the resources of creation 
may be used well

•	 that all Your creation may be 
blessed

Having served You loyally 
on earth, may we obtain the 
rewards of everlasting life. 
We ask this through Christ 

our Lord, Amen.

Respect Life MONTH 

Human Dignity and the 

Respect for all  Life
by: Kathryn Danehy - Respect Life Ministry

Many years ago I embarked on a yearlong spiritual retreat 
called “52 Weeks to the Presence of God.”  Each week has a 
specific task, the goal of which was to deeply dive into seeing 
God in our world, ourselves, our actions and others.

Out of those 52 weeks the activity that had the greatest impact 
was the challenge to sit in a public place and look at everyone 
through God’s eyes. I spent hours sitting on a bench at the 
Edison Mall trying to do just that. As a nurse, I had always 
treated each one of my patients with dignity and respect, but 
this pulled me even deeper to truly look at EVERY person as 
God’s creation. 

As we begin the month of October, the Catholic Church calls us 
to deepen our understanding of what it means to have respect 
for life. We are also tasked to educate ourselves on life issues 
and to deepen our own understanding of the dignity of the 
human person. As Catholics, it is central to our core belief that 
ALL life is precious. The unborn life, the addict, the elderly, the 
death row inmate, and the mentally ill all have inherent worth. 

This month, we invite all parishioners and friends to look at the 
various life issues and learn what and why our church teaches 
and upholds the value of each life. From the innocent helpless 
newborn who is at the mercy of what our culture defines as 
“choice” to the person who may have committed a horrible 
crime and sits on death row, we are all God’s children and 
are called to defend and uphold the dignity of one another 
beginning with life in the womb and ending with natural death 
when God calls us each home in His timing.

Throughout the month of October and beyond, we ask you 
to pray for an open heart to the many ways in which we, as 
Catholics, are called to live out with care and compassion, 
the respect for all life. We will be offering a few events during 
the month (see the bulletin for details) as well as offering 
information on a variety of issues on the tables in the Narthex. 
For more information or to become part of this important 
ministry please email respectlifejohn23@gmail.com
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A LETTER FROM

Bishop Dewane
WHY VOTE “NO” ON AMENDMENT 4?   
Amendment 4, a dangerous pro-abortion amendment 
which will appear on the Florida ballot this fall, has 
no doubt reached you by now. The amendment is 
misleading in its language, and dangerous not only for 
full-term babies, but women, and girls. It is my hope that 
once you look into the facts of this proposed change to 
Florida’s state constitution, you will unequivocally vote 
“no” in November.
Amendment 4 would allow for second and third trimester 
abortions, a stark contrast to Florida’s current Heartbeat 
Protection Law which allows abortion up until a heartbeat 
can be detected, at about six weeks gestation. Although 
in a perfect world any abortion would be unthinkable, it is 
certainly preferable to have some limits on when it is legal.
This amendment allows for abortion for any reason, 
including consideration of the “patient’s health,” 
which is undefined in the amendment.  Current Florida 
law includes an exception for when the pregnant women’s 
life is in danger, among many other exceptions.  
Further, Amendment 4 puts not only babies, but women 
and girls at risk. The amendment weakens the current 
medical doctor requirement, allowing “healthcare 
providers,” not just physicians, to determine if an 
abortion is necessary to protect the mother’s health. 
This is dangerous for women. 
The Amendment also eliminates the currently required 
parental “consent” for a minor to have an abortion, 
preserving only parental “notification.” This is reckless, 
and destructive, for girls, and their families.
Amendment 4 goes dangerously beyond even what was 
permitted in the Roe v. Wade ruling. It is extreme, and 
unnecessary. There is simply no need to expand what is an 
already expansive abortion law in Florida.
Let us UNITE IN PRAYER TO DEFEAT THIS EXPANSIVE, 
pro-abortion amendment, and vote “no” on Amendment 
4 in November.

We now offer Eucharistic Adoration and 
Benediction EVERY TUESDAY at 6:00pm in 
Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel. 
Come and enjoy the friendship of our Lord 
and bring healing to people in need. The 
world needs ‘healing’. 
This is an opportunity to spend some quiet 
time with Jesus amidst the hustle and bustle 
of our every day lives.

TUESDAY
Holy Hour

FRIDAY
Adorat i on

Join us EVERY FRIDAY in the St. Luke 
Adoration Chapel to pray for all unborn 
children and their mothers and to pray for 
the defeat of Amendment 4. If you would 
like to participate, please visit the table 
in the Narthex devoted to information on 
Amendment 4 where there is a sign-up 
sheet for every Friday through November 1st 
between 4:00pm and 8:00am on Saturday. 
Please be sure to list your email address so 
that we can send you the code to enter the 
Adoration Chapel after hours. 



2024 GIFT/FOOD REQUESTS
ANGEL TREES will be be put up in the Narthex on Friday, November 8, earlier than in the past, and all gifts must be 
returned by November 27, 2024.  
Please help our children, seniors, and veterans in need:
•	 Select an Angel Tag
•	 Purchase the desired gift (suggested maximum cost of $50)
•	 Return wrapped gift by November 27, 2024
If you’re not a shopper, you may wish to make a monetary donation: 
Please make your check payable to St. John XXIII Church with the notation “Angel Tree” in the Memo Portion. Drop 
check into the offertory basket at Mass, or mail it to St. John XXIII Church, 13060 Palomino Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 33912 
Or consider sponsoring a family: 
Provide gifts for a needy family. Contact Stellamccaffrey@aol.com regarding the size family you wish to sponsor. 

ST.  JOHN XXII I  -  2024 HOLIDAY FOOD/GIFT REQUEST FORM

Parent Name:	(Last, First)             Phone #	                        E-mail:

Child’s First Name Age Gender SUGGESTED GIFT (If Clothing, state Size)

(Please check ALL that apply): 

 Total Number for FOOD _____               

 _____  Food for Thanksgiving (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, November 25 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Food/Christmas Gifts (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, December 20 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Food for Easter (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14 from 1-3pm)

REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 6,  2024

Families in need of help are invited to complete and return this request form below.
DEADLINE OCTOBER 6, 2024      EMAIL TO:  Stellamccaffrey@aol.com

PLEASE NOTE: To be ELIGIBLE, you must be a registered parishioner with regular Mass attendance. 

SUBMIT 

FORM

BY 10/6
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Rosary RALLY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
12:00 PM

in the Memorial Garden
You are invited to join the Rosary Rally taking place on 
October 12 at 12:00 noon in the Memorial Garden. The 
Rosary Rally is sponsored by the Women’s Guild and 
America Needs Fatima. It will be one of over 22,500 
rallies that will take place all across the United States 
on that day. Please join us in offering reparation for the 
sins and offenses committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and to fervently pray for the conversion 
of the United States. Will you please join us and other 
Catholics on this very important day.
For questions or more information, call Joann Bernstein 
at (502) 939-8659

OUTREACH
MINISTRY

Toiletries Collection
The St. John XXIII Outreach Ministry is asking for help 
to provide basic toiletries to 650 students in need this 
Chirstmas. Please place your UNOPENED TOILETRY 
donations such as: toothbrushes, bars of soap, 
shampoo, deodorant and combs  in the blue bin 
located in the Narthex. You may write a check with 
“Pinecrest” in the memo line and place it in the 
collection baskets at church. Women’s Guild

FROM THE
Request

As we prepare for our 2025, 18th Annual Fashion 
Show Fundraiser, we are in need of donated 
items for our gift baskets which will be raffled 
off at our event. 
The proceeds from this event, fund our many 
outreach projects. These projects help the 
homeless, handicapped, those in hospice, 
disadvantaged children, families in need, new 
mothers, the poor, veterans and seniors. 
We ask for NEW items. NO Non perishable or 
clothing items pleas

Some possible items include:
•	 gift cards, gift certificates of any kind and 

any denomination
•	 Pet items
•	 Kitchen, bath, bed, or spa items
•	 Glassware, statues, figurines, home decor
•	 Religious items
•	 Candles and candle holders
•	 Holiday items
•	 Coffee, tea, wine, liquor
•	 Snacks, cookies, candy, jellies, and jams
•	 Baby, toddler, and children’s items
•	 Toys, games, puzzles, books, stationary, 

sports items
•	 Sauces, oils, vinegar
•	 Jewelry, perfume, cologne, purses, wallets
•	 Dry goods, handmade items

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

Order of Christian Initiation

All items should be dropped off at the Women’s 
Guild table in the Narthex before or after Mass on 
Saturday, October 12 and Sunday, October 13.
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Although few people had as great an impact on the 20th century as 
Pope John XXIII, he avoided the limelight as much as possible. Indeed, 
one writer has noted that his “ordinariness” seems one of his most 
remarkable qualities.
The firstborn son of a farming family in Sotto il Monte, near Bergamo in 
northern Italy, Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was always proud of his down-
to-earth roots. In Bergamo’s diocesan seminary, he joined the Secular 
Franciscan Order.
After his ordination in 1904, Fr. Roncalli returned to Rome for canon 
law studies. He soon worked as his bishop’s secretary, Church history 
teacher in the seminary, and as publisher of the diocesan paper.
His service as a stretcher-bearer for the Italian army during World War 
I gave him a firsthand knowledge of war. In 1921, Fr. Roncalli was made 
national director in Italy of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 
He also found time to teach patristics at a seminary in the Eternal City.
In 1925, he became a papal diplomat, serving first in Bulgaria, then 
in Turkey, and finally in France. During World War II, he became well 
acquainted with Orthodox Church leaders. With the help of Germany’s 
ambassador to Turkey, Archbishop Roncalli helped save an estimated 
24,000 Jewish people.
Named a cardinal and appointed patriarch of Venice in 1953, he was 
finally a residential bishop. A month short of entering his 78th year, 
Cardinal Roncalli was elected pope, taking the name John after his 
father and the two patrons of Rome’s cathedral, St. John Lateran. Pope 
John took his work very seriously but not himself. His wit soon became 
proverbial, and he began meeting with political and religious leaders 
from around the world. In 1962, he was deeply involved in efforts to 
resolve the Cuban missile crisis.
His most famous encyclicals were Mother and Teacher (1961) and 
Peace on Earth (1963). Pope John XXIII enlarged the membership in the 
College of Cardinals and made it more international. At his address at 
the opening of the Second Vatican Council, he criticized the “prophets 
of doom” who “in these modern times see nothing but prevarication 
and ruin.” Pope John XXIII set a tone for the Council when he said, “The 
Church has always opposed… errors. Nowadays, however, the Spouse of 
Christ prefers to make use of the medicine of mercy rather than that of 
severity.”
On his deathbed, Pope John said: “It is not that the gospel has changed; 
it is that we have begun to understand it better. Those who have lived 
as long as I have…were enabled to compare different cultures and 
traditions, and know that the moment has come to discern the signs of 
the times, to seize the opportunity and to look far ahead.”
“Good Pope John” died on June 3, 1963. Saint John Paul II beatified him 
in 2000, and Pope Francis canonized him in 2014.

Celebrating the Feast of 

St. John XXIII
Friday, October 11, 2024

ABOUT ST.  JOHN XXI I I

PRAYER TO ST. JOHN XXIII
Dear Pope John,

Your simplicity and meekness 
carried the scent of God and 
sparked in people’s hearts the 
desire for goodness. You spoke 
often of the beauty of the family 
gathered around the table to 
share bread and faith. Pray for 
us that once again true families 
would live in our homes.

With outstretched hands you 
sowed hope, and you taught us 
to listen for God’s footsteps as 
he prepares a new humanity; 
help us have a healthy optimism 
of defeating evil with good. You 
love the world with its light and 
darkness, and you believed that 
peace is possible. Help us be 
instruments of peace at home 
and in our communities.  

With paternal gentleness you 
gave all children a caress: you 
moved the world and reminded 
us that hands have been given 
to us not for striking, but for 
embracing and drying tears.

Pray for us so that we do not 
limit ourselves to cursing the 
darkness but that we bring 
Jesus everywhere and always 
praying to Mary. Amen.
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	               09-29-24         10-01-23           Difference
Offertory               $25,509.27      $28,135.60     ($2,626.33)      
Building Fund       $1,627.00           $1,073.50            $553.50
Total	                $27,136.27         $29,209.10     ($2,072.83)
Mass Attendance          2529	  2583		
Registered Families     3643	  3694

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

2024 Catholic Faith Appeal
2024 Goal			   $492,000.00  
Pledge				   $505,423.53                 
Payments			   $463,470.51          

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

20% OFF Dolls, Footwear, Luggage, 
Pillows, Placemats, Non-Crystal Stemware

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII

PLEASE NOTE: Sales CANNOT be combined 
with other sales, specials or discounts. 
Does NOT include items in locked cases or 
items on clearance.

Store Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM - 5PM 
	              SATURDAY - 10AM - 4PM
Address: 15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110, Ft. Myers, FL

Website:   www.bpjthrift.com

OCTOBER:
FOR A SHARED MISSION
We pray that the Catholic Church 
continues to sustain in all ways 
a Synodal lifestyle, as a sign of 
co-responsibility, promoting the 
participation, the communion and 
the mission shared among priests, 
religious and lay people.

Sign up for monthly prayers and intentions:
www.popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/



Michael Sullivan, retired Chicago policeman, Vietnam 
veteran, 4th Degree Knight of Columbus, Eucharistic 
Minister, said he related to St. Joseph because he would 
be “lost without my faith in God” and that Joseph was 
“a working guy” taking care of his family. 
“Having faith in difficult situations,” sustained Mike in his 
work as a policeman. For more than two years his duties 
included informing members of a police officer’s family 
that a loved one had been killed in the line of duty. “Oh 
God, be merciful to this dear hero, “was Mike’s prayer the 
seven times he had to perform this act of comforting the 
afflicted. 
Striving to be a “father figure, a living representative of 
the Holy Family” was his goal when serving as a member 
of the Knights of Columbus honor guard at funerals for 4th 
degree Knights or their spouses. Also, Mike was proud of 
the work the Knights did, providing help to those in need 
with donations to Ft. Myers Rescue Mission and Hearts 
and Homes, an organization that supports veterans. 
In a very personal effort to honor a fallen veteran, Mike 
dedicated a paver in the Guardian Angel Walkway that will 
surround the parish St. Michael the Archangel statue to 
US Army CWO-W2, helicopter pilot, Daniel C. Schuster, 
who was killed in action during a rescue mission in 
Vietnam on July 13, 1968. Daniel was the husband of 
Melody Schuster, a distant cousin of Mike’s. When Daniel 
went overseas, Melody was pregnant with their only 
son, James. Daniel’s sacrifice for his family and country 
reminded Mike of St. Joseph and the quote, “What greater 
act of love, but to lay down one’s life for another.”
Another aspect of Mike’s work with veterans included 
CollierLee county Honor Flights, which take veterans from 
WWII, Korea, and Vietnam, to Washington DC for the day. 
These heroes are then welcomed back to RSW Airport by 
large crowds of cheering supporters, which include Knights 
of Columbus and the Color Guard. Also, Mike helped 
decorate the graves of veterans with flags in St. John’s 
XXIII Memorial Garden every Memorial and Veteran’s Day.
As St. Joseph lovingly cared for his wife, Mike was at his 
wife, Christine’s side during her 4 year battle with cancer. 
Their strong faith sustained them during this difficult time 
and after Chris “went home to the Lord,” Mike dedicated 
the second and sixth Stations of the Cross in the Holy 
Rosary Chapel in her honor. He continued to work with 
the bereaved, personally calling those in need of comfort 
and counsel.
In an effort to bring hope to the sick, Mike took the 
Eucharist to those at Gulf Coast Hospital before Covid 
restrictions curtailed this ministry. His work as a Eucharistic 
Minister led him to many father-like relationships, that 
included being asked to serve as a Confirmation sponsor 
for a young man in our parish. 
Like St. Joseph, Mike saw his role as being there to “comfort 
families and help people in time of need.”

Mike Sullivan

Michael T. Sullivan
November 2, 1946 - September 20, 2024
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In the midst of a storm, the sun shined bright for 
fellow parishioner, Mike Sullivan. 
Family, friends, clergy and parish staff, honored 
Mike for his unwavering service to our community. 
Thank you Mike, you are irreplaceable!
“Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” - Luke 23:43
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

Contact: John Renfroe | musicdirector@johnxxiii.net

Come Join Us!
There is a place for YOU

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Wednesdays: 5:30 PM - 6:15 PM

HANDBELL CHOIR
Thursdays: 5: 00 PM - 6:15 PM

ADULT CHOIR
Thursdays: 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Contemporary Choir Band and Voices!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
10AM-1PM

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

Journey to Hope Family Support Group will meet on 
Thursday, October 10 at 6pm in the Parish Life 
Center, St. Therese Room. Family members and 
friends seeking education and support for the best 
ways to help their loved one with a mental health 
condition can find direction and hope.  
October World Mental Health Prayer: 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), invites us to pray for mental health and 
wellness with a nationwide Novena beginning 10/10 
through 10/18. The prayer is online at: https://www.
usccb.org/mentalhealth and our parish website with 
a button to this link at the Journey to Hope-Mental 
Health page under “Ministries.”

NEXT MEETING: OCTOBER 10     6pm n

St. Therese Classroom
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Journey TO
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24 - 6:30PM
ST. CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
$28 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandwineleecounty.com

Guest Speaker:
SUSAN TASSONE
“Grief, Graveyards and a Reason 	
  for Hope”

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 - 6PM
ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH LIFE CENTER  
$10 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandale.com

Guest Speaker:
REV. TAD PACHOLCZYK
“A Crash Course in Catholic Ethics, 	   	
  Transgender Issues & Gender 
  Dysphoria”

WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 
PRAYER SERVICE

On Sunday, September 29 a special prayer service 
and blessing honored St. Michael the Archangel on his 
feast day.  
We thank all First Responders, past and present 
Military personnel, and those families who have 
purchased a stone in the Guardian Angels Walkway. 
If you are interested in memorializing a paver, orders 
may be placed at www.KC23.org



MEN RE-ENCOUNTERING CHRIST TOGETHER

FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email: Mike Reese at mjreese@ptd.net

LIKE IRON

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

MEN’S RETREAT 2024

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE RETREAT: CHECKo CASHo

Register by October 11 - Drop off in collection basket or parish office.

•	 The cost is $15 per person and required prior to the retreat.

•	 Refreshments, snacks, drinks and lunch will be provided. 

•	 To ensure there is enough food, please register by October 11.

•	 The completed registration form and fee may be turned into the 
office or placed in an envelope in the collection basket. Please 
include your full name. 

LIKE IRON

MEN’S RETREAT 2024
MEN RE-ENCOUNTERING CHRIST TOGETHER

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2024
9:30am to 4pm - Parish Life Center

Iron sharpens iron, and one 
man sharpens another. 

 - Proverbs 27:17

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2024
9:30am to 4pm - Parish Life Center Main Hall
with Mass together in the PLC at 4:00pm

COST
$15

RSVP

BY 10/11
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2024
9:30am to 4pm - Parish Life Center Main Hall
with Mass together in the PLC at 4:00pm

Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Prayer for Safety During Hurricane Season: Hurricane 
Season continues until November 30. All are encouraged 
to pray for protection from the storms that can and 
have threatened Southwest Florida. The devastation, as 
witnessed by Hurricane Ian, reinforces the fact that we 
need to pray for God’s protection and care during these 
next months. 
October Mental Health Novena: One in five Americans has 
a mental health condition. One in twenty have a serious, 
often disabling mental health condition. Include the families 
who are their support system and it is safe to say most 
every family is affected. Mental health conditions present 
a profound challenge. The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) invites us to pray for mental health 
and wellness with a nationwide Novena beginning on World 
Mental Health Day 10/10 through 10/18 or whenever able. 
Prayer works. The prayer is online at: https://www.usccb.
org/mentalhealth and also in our parish website with a 
button to this link at the Journey to Hope-Mental Health 
page under “Ministries.”
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
White Mass: The Annual White Mass and lecture for 
physicians and medical professionals will be held at 8:30am 
on Saturday, October 19 at St. Agnes Parish, 7775 Vanderbilt 
Beach Road, Naples. A White Mass gathers health care 
professionals to receive God’s blessing upon physicians, 
nurses, and all health care workers. Following the Mass 
there will be a blessing of stethoscopes. In addition, there 
is an educational program, with a Continuing Medical 
Education credit, in the Parish Center. Breakfast is provided. 
The keynote speaker is Daniel Sulmasy, MD, PhD, MACP, of 
Georgetown University and the Kennedy Institute of Ethics.
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Together in Holiness Conference: Join us at Church of 
Resurrection in Fort Myers on Saturday, October 19 from 
8am-2:45pm. Enjoy dynamic presentation, childcare, Mass, 
adoration and confession. $64/couple, $40/individual. 
Register online: forlifeandfamily.org/form-page-th24-vnfl/ 
For more information contact Ellen Santoro (832) 779-1070 
or email: ellen@forlifeandfamily.org
Catholic Charities Tee-Up Fore Kids: A Fundraiser at Top 
Golf Ft. Myers to support Catholic Charities’ AFCAAM Center 
serving children in the Dunbar Community. This event takes 
place October 24 from 6-10pm hosted at Top Golf, 2021 Top 
Golf Way, Ft. Myers. Tickets $165 per player, $300 for two 
players. For more information, call 239-334-4007, email, 
TeeUp4kids@ccdov.org or visit catholiccharitiesdov.org
Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions, 
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel 
Helpline at (941) 412-5860 

 
charity
sale

NOVEMBER 8-10
SHOP - SAVE - GIVE

$5.00 PER TICKET
You get $5.00 OFF your 
purchase. PLUS an extra 
25% OFF your favorite 

brands. AND BELK donates 
ticket price to the St. John 

XXIII Women’s Guild. 

SHOP EARLY
October 29 - November 7

FOR TICKETS
Call or Text Stella McCaffrey 

239-823-5421

Below are suggested websites to stay current 
on what is happening in the Catholic church:

Information Websites

WHISPERS IN THE LOGGIA:  
whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE: 
www.catholicnews.com

CRUX: 
cruxnow.com

BISHOP BARRON: 
www.wordonfire.org

FR. RICHARD ROHR: 
cac.org/category/daily-meditations








