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September 22, 2024 The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s

SEPTEMBER 29, 2024 - READINGS 
• 	 1ST READING 	 NM 11:25-29
•	 PSALM		  PS 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 
• 	 2ND READING	 JAS 5 :1 -6
•	 GOSPEL		  MK 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the 
Parish Office. Availability includes four intentions 
(two weekend Masses and two weekday) per calendar 
year, per registered family.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
•	 8:00 AM † Salvatore Munizza by Richard & Annemarie Nizza      

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
•	 8:00 AM † Elaine Dente by her family

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
•	 8:00 AM † Carmelo Santos by his family  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
•	 8:00 AM † Salvatore Munizza by Mr. & Mrs. John Gilmartin

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
•	 8:00 AM † Sara Brown by Robert & Ria Brown	

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
•	 8:00 AM † John Sewell by the Kascsak Family
•	 4:00 PM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII	
•	 8:00 PM † Anna - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
•	 7:15 AM † Reynold Welicky by his wife, Nancy
•	 9:15 AM † A.J. Cooper by Mom & Dad 
•	 11:15 AM † Ronald Hudepohl by St. John XXIII Pastoral Team
•	 1:30 PM † Laura Viteri-Herrera by The Watkins Family
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
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Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

Blood Pressure Checks

SEPTEMBER 28-29 
IN THE NARTHEX 

AFTER MASSES

Last Weekend of Every Month
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Dear Friends,

I read a cute, but embarrassing, story that happened to a family on a 
Sunday. The lady of the house was entertaining some guests who had 
come unannounced. When she was in their presence, she was all smiles. 
But, when she went into the kitchen, she was seething with anger and was 
cursing them. She didn’t realize her five-year-old daughter accompanied 
her, trying to help.

It was lunch time. The Dad asked the child to say a prayer before meals. 
The child said, “But I don’t know any prayer.” The Dad said, “Don’t worry, 
dear. Just say what Mom says.” The child closed her eyes and prayed: “God, 
why do you have to send these guests on a Sunday, to spoil my day? Amen”. 
Beware! Children are ‘listening’ even when we say nothing to them.

I enjoy asking children questions and admire their innocence, smartness, 
and wisdom in their replies. I recall my own childhood days and remember 
how I was celebrated by family and others. I sometimes wish I could still 
be in my childhood with the same innocence, smartness, and wisdom that 
Jesus in the gospel this week portrays as symbols of humility.  

Humility has an ‘ever-learning attitude’.  It is a tool to fight pride constantly. 
As per the words of Jesus, we need to become child-like, after all we are all 
children of God. The second reading clearly lists out the effects of pride and 
tells us to ask God for His grace with all humility.

It is a shame that our law makers try to crush children by denying their right 
to life by promoting abortion laws under flowery words of women’s health 
and by preserving gun laws that kill and victimize the children to violence. 
Please remember to vote NO on Amendment 4.  

Let us believe that children are the active mouth pieces of God. We 
remember children in war situations, in broken family situations, among 
refugees and migrant communities. Every child who is denied life, killed 
or victimized unjustly by the pride and selfishness of humans, will call for 
accountability before God and God hears the cry of a child!

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju

•	 Reading 1: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20

•	 Reading 11: James 3:16- 4:3

•	 Gospel: Mark 9:30-37



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Lucy DeRose
Cynthia & William
David Hilson               
Sandy Szymanski  
Girard Cugini
Ray & Janie Sucik
Karen Racz
Jill Louden
Darlene Kepshire
Crystal Heim
Mimi Weaver
Linda Anderson
Kristen Lipp

Kevin Walsh
Janice Herrington
Cora Davies
Marie Boutwell
Louis Cooper, Jr.
Bill Acini
Leyla A. Bolivar
Kate Maloney 
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Martha Gayford
Ralph Ottaiano
Henry Del Riego
Steve Berdeaux
Marilyn Dittrich
Jonathan Lochner
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Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Doris Gibbons
Annette Fazio

Prayers forEternal Life

PLEASE HELP OUR ACCOUNTING DEPAR TMENT BY 
INCLUDING YOUR ENVELOPE # ON YOUR DONATION

When you are writing 
a CHECK for your 
donation please only 
use BLACK or BLUE 
INK because other 
colors DO NOT show 
up when they are 
scanned at the bank.

A PRAYER

Child of God
TO LIVE AS A

Dear Jesus, Today I 
humbly come to You in 

acknowledgment of how little 
I really have under control. 
The world is turned upside 

down and my peace wavers. 
Anxiety wants to take over. 

But I know that You are God 
and You are on the throne. 

You are bigger than any 
calamity or struggle I may 
ever face. Father, I want to 
rest in the knowledge that I 

am a child of God. I am Yours. 
Today I set the reflection of 
the world down and pick up 
Your reflection, calm, steady, 
and unwavering. A reflection 
of righteousness, love, and 
mercy. Make me whole in 
You, Jesus. Make my heart 
overflow with You. I pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.



Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, September 23
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am 
•	 Crafite Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 7pm____________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, September 24
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am 
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm  
•	 Evening of Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6pm
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm 
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, September 25
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: ZOOM ONLY - 9:30am  
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
•	 Faith Formation 1st Session: Classrooms/Flex - 4:15pm
•	 Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm
•	 Middle School Youth Group Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm
•	 Faith Formation 2nd Session: Classrooms/Flex - 6:15pm
•	 Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, September 26
•	 Gospel Encounter: PLC/St. Michael - 1pm 
•	 Manor Care Mass - 1:30pm
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm
•	 Walking w/ Purpose: ZOOM ONLY - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Friday, September 27
•	 KofC Golf Tournament: Club Renaissance 8:30am - 1pm 
•	 All Night Adoration: Adoration Chapel - 4pm - 6am
•	 EM Training: Church - 5pm 
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, September 28
•	 Anointing of the Sick after all Masses
•	 Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex
•	 Craftie Ladies Mini Craft Fair: Narthex
•	 Mandatory Altar Server Training: Main Hall/Flex 

Rooms/Chapel/Church - 11:30am - 4pm 
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Sunday, September 29
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am 
•	 Anointing of the Sick after all Masses 
•	 Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex
•	 Craftie Ladies Mini Craft Fair: Narthex       
•	 Adult Choir Practice: Chapel - 10:30am
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am   
•	 St. Michael Prayer Service: Outside/Statue  - 12:15pm
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Praise & Worship: Adoration Chapel - 4pm

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation this Sunday, September 22, 
2024 after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

J o a q u i n  &  B e v e r l y  M a te u 
Daniel  & Shmouni  Sudrzynski
Ke v i n  &  Ly n n  P r e n d e r ga s t
F ra n c i s c o  A n t o n i o  V i l l a  				  
&  M a r i a  O fe l i a  C e s a r e

n

n

n

n
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If you would like more information, or interested in 
volunteering, email: respectlifejohn23@gmail.com

Opening Rally

September 25 - November 3

Help SAVE LIVES in Fort Myers!
www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - 6PM
Planned Parenthood

6418 Commerce Park Drive

Join us for an hour on Tuesday anytime between 
11:00am - 5:00pm to pray for these moms, dads, 
and the life of babies in the womb. 

Tuesdays: September 24 - October 29

Vigil Hours Every Tuesday
11:00AM - 5:00PM

Closing Rally
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3

M I N IM I N I

Below are suggested websites to stay current 
on what is happening in the Catholic church:

Information Websites

WHISPERS IN THE LOGGIA:  
whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE: 
www.catholicnews.com

CRUX: 
cruxnow.com

BISHOP BARRON: 
www.wordonfire.org

FR. RICHARD ROHR: 
cac.org/category/daily-meditations

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place! 
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspir-
ing talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks. 
All just a click away! Take advantage of your FREE 
subscription to FORMED.
HERE IS HOW EASY IT IS:
1.) Go to formed.org
2.) Click on Register
3.) Create your FREE account by entering our
parish code and your email address.
Our Parish Code is 1823ee

ACCESS
ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED 
right at your fingertips:
1. Apple users can download the iOS 	
     app.
2. Android users can use FORMED on 	
     the go with these easy instructions.
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Craftie LadiesCraftie Ladies

FAIRFAIR

M I N IM I N I

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

in the Narthex after Masses

The Craftie Ladies are busy getting ready for 
our craft fairs. The Mini Fall Sale will take 
place Saturday, September 28 and Sunday, 
September 29 in the Narthex after Masses. 
We will be sampling various crafted items 
that will be sold in November at the Annual 
Craft Fair the weekend of November 9-10. 
The Following Donations are Needed:
•	 Wine Corks
•	 Wicker Baskets
•	 Crucifixes and/or Rosary Medals to 

Repurpose into New Rosaries
Donations may be placed in our basket in 
the Narthex. We appreciate all of your help 
with past donations!

All are invited to attend a special prayer service 
in honor of the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel 
on Sunday, September 29 immediately following 
the 11:15am Mass. 
We would especially like to invite all First 
Responders, past and present Military personnel, 
and those families who have purchased a stone 
in the Guardian Angels Walkway to join us at the 
base of the St. Michael statue after Mass so we 
can pray together for St. Michael’s intercession 
and protection.

WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 
PRAYER SERVICE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
after the 11:15am Mass

Defend us in battle, be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil. May 

God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do 
thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 

power of God, cast into hell Satan and all 
the evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
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Are you ready to showcase your writing skills and 
earn some cash? We’re excited to announce an Essay 
Contest exclusively for high school parishioners! 

CONTEST DETAILS:
•	 TOPIC: what are the two most important 

virtues for an elected leader to possess, and 
why? How can you determine if the leader has 
these virtues?

•	 ELIGIBILITY: Open to all high school students 
in our parish

•	 LENGTH: 500 to 750 words

•	 Submission Deadline: Return  your submission 
to  youth ministry by September 30, 2024

PRIZES:
•	 FIRST PLACE: $100 to be judged by the 

St. John XXIII Knights of Columbus Council. 

WHY PARTICIPATE?
•	 Improve your writing skills

•	 Engage with an interesting topic

•	 Win a prize and earn recognition

We look forward to reading your essays and 
celebrating your creativity. Good luck!

For more details or questions, please contact 
Kelly@johnxxiii.net 

Happy Writing!

Knight s o fColumbus

High School Parishioners!
Attention

		

Sacrament PREPARATION

Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize 
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your 
family prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered 
after the preparation process is completed by the 
parents and are scheduled only after the preparation 
process is completed by the parents. Please do not make 
arrangements for family members until you have actually 
received a date. Contact Frannie at 239-561-2245 for 
more information or to begin the process.
FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and 
First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who 
have expressed a desire and willingness and are attending 
Mass, are welcome to begin the two year process of 
preparing for these Sacraments. The first year consists 
of regular attendance at Faith Formation classes or 
through a Diocesan Catholic school.  (Either St. Francis 
Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year continues those 
classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental Preparation 
(Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. For more 
information or to begin the process, please contact 
Frannie at 239-561-7499. Parents who home school their 
children must contact the office during Year I. 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process that 
begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the 
Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly welcome!). 
Each year consists of Faith Formation through the parish 
Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot) 
as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a retreat. 
Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register 
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of 
9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like 
more information on our program, contact Kelly Evers at 
239-561-3022 to begin the process.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Congratulations on your 
decision to enter the beautiful sacrament of marriage! 
The heart of Marriage Preparation in the Catholic Church 
is the realization that “your wedding is one day but your 
marriage lasts a lifetime.”  Couples wishing to be married 
will need to contact us at least six months prior to the 
desired date. A venue should not be booked prior to first 
meeting with a priest and getting a confirmation from 
the parish office. The engaged couple will complete the 
Witness to Love program alongside a mentor couple, 
fill out the required forms, provide updated Baptismal 
Certificate(s) and attend a Diocesan retreat. For more 
information or to begin the process, please contact the 
parish office at 239-561-2245.
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YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH
inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Confirmation Program: 
Our mandatory sessions are: 9/22 (3pm chapel second 
year study - 5pm chapel first year study), 10/20, 11/17, 
12/8, 1/12, 2/9 (2pm second year study- 5pm chapel 
first year study), 3/9, 4/13 (first year study only)

High School Socials
Sunday Morning Gospel Sessions: Bring a friend! To use 
the gatherings as a weekly theology choice for the 
Confirmation Program, you must attend 10 sessions. 
Dates: 9/15, 9/29, 10/6, 10/13, 10/27, 11/3, 11/10, 
12/1, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/23, 3/2, 3/23, 3/30, 4/6

Middle School Youth Group
Registration is available on the parish webiste. Sessions 
have begun and will continue on Wednesday evenings 
throughout the school year. See our parish website for 
specific dates and times.

Youth Council
Mission Statement: Challenge and equip children of 
God with the tools to inspire and disciple others while 
giving a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and grow 
with the St. John XXIII community.     

Volunteer Opportunities

Scan this code with your mobile 
device photo app to be directed 
to the sign up genius webpage for 
opportunities to volunteer.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Visit our Rooted Facebook page for more information. 
Email Kelly for for updates: kelly@johnxxxiii.net

Rooted 18-22 
•	 OCTOBER 3				  

7pm PLC/St. Michael
Rooted 23-29
•	 OCTOBER 3					   

7pm PLC/St. Martha/Mary
Rooted and Married 				  
(children welcome)
•	 OCTOBER 10	 			 

7pm PLC/St. Susanna 

OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!

Refle c t i on QUESTIONS

Order of Christian Initiation

We would like to invite parishioners to share in 
the OCIA experience by making them aware of 
the Reflection Questions that the participants 
are discussing each week. 
Below are the the next session reflections:
9/22 - Who is Jesus?         
In two or more paragraphs, reflect on how the 
love of Jesus has touched your life thus far, and 
how that has affected your faith journey.

9/29 - Bible Overview:         
What part of the Bible has most shaped your 
faith journey?

10/6 - Divine Revelation and How to 
Navigate and Use the Bible         
God wants to reveal himself to your heart. How 
do you receive this revelation of love?

10/13 - Catholic Prayer & Practices:         
What intrigues, confuses, or concerns you about 
the Catholic approaches to prayer?

10/20 - The Mass:         
As Catholics, we believe that the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass is the highest form of worship. In two 
paragraphs or more, explain do you think that is?

Attention



WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 
PAVER MEMORIALIZATION
St. John XXIII Parish, along with the Knights of Columbus and 
The Women’s Guild, are excited to offer 12x12 pavers, which will 
be placed on the walkway around the site for our St. Michael 
the Archangel statue. The price for each paver is $350. This is a 
wonderful way to pay tribute to a loved one who has served, or is 
currently serving in the military or as a first responder.

Defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 

pray; and do thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

PAVER ORDER FORM

To order, or check the status of an order, please contact 
The Knights of Columbus: 
LARRY EVENER: larryevener@yahoo.com 

The Women’s Guild Contact: 
LINDA HEINZ: LMHeinz1016@gmail.com

Name ________________________________________

Address or PO Box _____________________________

______________________________________________

Unit/Apt # ____________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

If paying by check, please makes checks payable to 
the Knights of Columbus.

Payments may be made by cash, credit card or check.
I would like to pay by:
____CASH     ____CHECK    ____CREDIT CARD

Please circle the graphic to be added to the stone:

Please print clearly. The 12x12 paver has 3 lines.

Please sign and date verifying all information is correct 
on the paver. 
PRINT NAME _____________________________________

SIGNATURE ______________________________________

DATE ________________

LINE 1 NAME ____________________________________

LINE 2 RANK ____________________________________

LINE 3 SERVICE __________________________________

example: John Doe

example: SGT. USMC

example: WWII

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 

FYI Paver orders may also be placed at www.KC23.org
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	               09-15-24         09-17-23         Difference
Offertory               $28,759.21     $30,816.04     ($2,056.83)      
Building Fund       $1,176.00              $925.30            $250.70
Total	                $29,935.21        $31,741.34     ($1,806.13)
Mass Attendance          2540	  2368		
Registered Families     3643	  3713

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

2024 Catholic Faith Appeal
2024 Goal			   $492,000.00  
Pledge				   $493,617.53                 
Payments			   $441,162.15          

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will

   
  “Witnessing Faith 

with  
     Bishop Dewane” 
 

  

Listen anywhere online at RelevantRadio.com 

 Listen the  
last Friday of   

every month at 10:30 a.m.  

   
  “Witnessing Faith 

with  
     Bishop Dewane” 
 

  

Listen anywhere online at RelevantRadio.com 

 Listen the  
last Friday of   

every month at 10:30 a.m.  Listen the LAST FRIDAY of 
EVERY MONTH at 8:30am

Listen anywhere online at: 
RelevantRadio.com

SEPTEMBER 27SEPTEMBER 27

WITH BISHOP DEWANE

Witnessing the Faith

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 - 4:00PM
St. Luke Adoration Chapel

Come join our Praise & Worship Ministry in 
the St. Luke Adoration Chapel on Sunday, 
SEPTEMBER 29 at 4:00pm, and sing a joyful 
song to the Lord in the presence of Jesus. 
ALL ARE WELCOME: No choir experience 
necessary, just a loving prayerful heart. 
For more information, contact: 
Gaby Frei at gabriela@gabrielafrei.com

We look forward 
to seeing you and 
praising the Lord 
together! Use this 
QR code to access 
the music.
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Women’s Guild
FROM THE

Request

Thank You

As we prepare for our 2025, 18th Annual 
Fashion Show Fundraiser, we are in need of 
donated items for our gift baskets which will 
be raffled off at our event. 
The proceeds from this event, fund our many 
outreach projects. These projects help the 
homeless, handicapped, those in hospice, 
disadvantaged children, families in need, 
new mothers, the poor, veterans and seniors. 
We ask for NEW items. NO Non perishable or 
clothing items please.

Some possible items include:
•	 gift cards, gift certificates of any kind 

and any denomination
•	 Pet items
•	 Kitchen, bath, bed, or spa items
•	 Glassware, statues, figurines, home decor
•	 Religious items
•	 Candles and candle holders
•	 Holiday items
•	 Coffee, tea, wine, liquor
•	 Snacks, cookies, candy, jellies, and jams
•	 Baby, toddler, and children’s items
•	 Toys, games, puzzles, books, stationary, 

sports items
•	 Sauces, oils, vinegar
•	 Jewelry, perfume, cologne, purses, wallets
•	 Dry goods, handmade items

All items should be dropped off at the 
Women’s Guild table in the Narthex before 
or after Mass on Saturday, October 12 and 
Sunday, October 13.

ATTENTION ALL

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 
7:00PM

Married 
COUPLES

CATHOLIC

You are invited to find out how to 
keep Christ in your marriage and to meet 
other Catholic Married Couples at the 
home of Linda and John Stankiewicz on 
Saturday, October 5 at 7:00pm. It doesn’t 
matter if you have been married 1 year 
or 50 plus years. Enjoy the fellowship and 
prayer life of Teams of Our Lady.

EMAIL us at jjlinstan@aol.com for 
our address.
RSVP by October 1. We look  forward to 
seeing you on October 5. 
May God Bless you and your marriage.
- Linda and John

Dessert and 
Information Night



2024 GIFT/FOOD REQUESTS
ANGEL TREES will be be put up in the Narthex on Friday, November 8, earlier than in the past, and all gifts must be 
returned by November 27, 2024.  
Please help our children, seniors, and veterans in need:
•	 Select an Angel Tag
•	 Purchase the desired gift (suggested maximum cost of $50)
•	 Return wrapped gift by November 27, 2024
If you’re not a shopper, you may wish to make a monetary donation: 
Please make your check payable to St. John XXIII Church with the notation “Angel Tree” in the Memo Portion. Drop 
check into the offertory basket at Mass, or mail it to St. John XXIII Church, 13060 Palomino Lane,  Fort Myers, FL 33912 
Or consider sponsoring a family: 
Provide gifts for a needy family. Contact Stellamccaffrey@aol.com regarding the size family you wish to sponsor. 

ST.  JOHN XXII I  -  2024 HOLIDAY FOOD/GIFT REQUEST FORM

Parent Name:	(Last, First)             Phone #	                        E-mail:

Child’s First Name Age Gender SUGGESTED GIFT (If Clothing, state Size)

(Please check ALL that apply): 

 Total Number for FOOD _____               

 _____  Food for Thanksgiving (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, November 25 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Food/Christmas Gifts (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, December 20 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Food for Easter (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, April 14 from 1-3pm)

REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 6,  2024

Families in need of help are invited to complete and return this request form below.
DEADLINE OCTOBER 6, 2024      EMAIL TO:  Stellamccaffrey@aol.com

PLEASE NOTE: To be ELIGIBLE, you must be a registered parishioner with regular Mass attendance. 



The Pulitzer Prize Novel Becomes a 
Vital, Very Great Motion Picture!

Our next presentation is All the King’s Men. This 1949 film tells the 
story of a politician who gains and retains power through populist 
appeal. It won the Academy Award for the Best Picture in 1950. 
Join us in the Parish Life Center, followed by a discussion of the film.

RSVP BY OCTOBER 1 so we know how much food to 
prepare via email to:deaconrich@johnxxiii.net
Pizza provided by: The Knights of Columbus

FilmandFaith
NO CHARGE!

PARISH LIFE CENTER

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
6PM TO 8:30PM6PM TO 8:30PM

Our Parish Community 
On Wedneday, September 11, we commemorated 
the 9-11 attacks on our country in the Memorial 
Garden. We will NEVER FORGET!



MEN RE-ENCOUNTERING CHRIST TOGETHER

FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email: Mike Reese at mjreese@ptd.net

LIKE IRON

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

MEN’S RETREAT 2024

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE RETREAT: CHECKo CASHo

Register by October 11 - Drop off in collection basket or parish office.

•	 The cost is $15 per person and required prior to the retreat.

•	 Refreshments, snacks, drinks and lunch will be provided. 

•	 To ensure there is enough food, please register by October 11.

•	 The completed registration form and fee may be turned into the 
office or placed in an envelope in the collection basket. Please 
include your full name. 

LIKE IRON

MEN’S RETREAT 2024
MEN RE-ENCOUNTERING CHRIST TOGETHER

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2024
9:30am to 4pm - Parish Life Center

Iron sharpens iron, and one 
man sharpens another. 

 - Proverbs 27:17

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2024
9:30am to 4pm - Parish Life Center Main Hall
with Mass together in the PLC at 4:00pm

COST
$15
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Catholic Street Evangelization Training Workshop: Attend 
our upcoming workshop with St. Paul Street Evangelization 
Vice President Adam Janke on Saturday, September 28, 
from 9am-3:30pm, at Church of the Resurrection in Fort 
Myers. Mass will be offered at 8am in the parish chapel. 
Registration is $25 and includes light breakfast, lunch and all 
training materials. For additional information, contact Jim 
Gontis at gontis@dioceseofvenice.org or register online: 
http://stpaulse.com/venice
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Prayer for Safety During Hurricane Season: Hurricane 
Season continues until November 30. All are encouraged 
to pray for protection from the storms that can and 
have threatened Southwest Florida. The devastation, as 
witnessed by Hurricane Ian, reinforces the fact that we 
need to pray for God’s protection and care during these 
next months.
Catholic Charities Tee-Up Fore Kids: A Fundraiser at Top 
Golf Ft. Myers to support Catholic Charities’ AFCAAM Center 
serving children in the Dunbar Community. This event takes 
place October 24 from 6-10pm hosted at Top Golf, 2021 Top 
Golf Way, Ft. Myers. Tickets $165 per player, $300 for two 
players. For more information, call 239-334-4007, email, 
TeeUp4kids@ccdov.org or visit catholiccharitiesdov.org
Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions, 
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel 
Helpline at (941) 412-5860 
4KIDS Brings Hope: The 4KIDS model and paradigm extends 
Hope, Homes, and Healing to children and families across 
13 Florida counties. Healing is made possible for children 
and families who have experienced trauma with the help of 
training and therapeutic care. For more information, please 
call (239) 266-8354 or visit https://www.4kids.us/4kidsswfl 
Noticing and Nurturing Children’s Spiritual Gifts: Whether 
you are a parent, grandparent, great-grandparent, teacher, 
counselor, mentor, or lover of children you will not want to 
miss this presentation and Q&A Webinar on August 23 from 
7-8pm. Let’s use social media for a positive, God-centered 
purpose – to learn how to recognize and celebrate, notice 
and nurture children’s spiritual gifts. You’ll enjoy the real-
life stories and even share some of your own. Link to login: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/489629833710901
Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition 
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website: 
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org

 

SStt..  JJoohhnn  XXXXIIIIII  88tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  WWoommeenn’’ss  RReettrreeaatt  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1111--1133tthh  22002222 

 

PLACE: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center 
           3989 S. Moon Drive • Venice, FL 34292 (944) 486-0233 

DATE:  Arrival: Friday, November 1     
Check-in: 3:00pm   Welcome Introductions: 4:00pm   Dinner: 5:00pm   Retreat Begins: 6:30pm     

          Departure:  Sunday, November 3 by 12:00 Noon 
COST: $325.00 per person. (Includes all meals) - All Rooms Double Occupancy 
PROGRAM: There will be time for private and communal prayer, brief presentations, quiet reflections, Mass,  

sharing joyful song and fellowship. An email containing specific details will be sent out prior to the retreat. 
PLEASE NOTE: Walking is necessary between buildings at the retreat center. 

 

For more information please call ________________________________________ 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Registration Form 
 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone (______) _______-_________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________ May we share on the roster? ___Yes ____ No 
 
Address: _________________________________________________  City/State/Zip_____________________ 
 
Age: ___ 20-35      ____ 36-50       ____ 51-65      ____66 and up              
 
Special Needs, Requests or Roommate Preference: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Dietary Restrictions PLEASE NOTE Additional $45 Cost Per Person: ___ Gluten Free   ___ Dairy Free   ___ Vegetarian 
 

Spaces are limited Please return this registration form and payment  

Registrations will be accepted based on the date that the check and completed registration form are received. 

A $50.00 nonrefundable fee will hold your spot.  Remaining balances are due by October 1, 2023.  

Please make checks made payable to St. John XXIII  

 

 

Please return form & payment to the parish office or Drop it in the collection basket in an envelope marked ‘Women’s Retreat’ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Paid $__________________            Date __________________    CK#______________ Cash______  
 

Celebrant: Rev. Frank J. Dewane

Dynamic Presentations, Childcare, 
Mass, Adoration, Confession

For more information contact: 
ELLEN SANTORO, Senior Conference Coordinator
(832) 779-1070 or ellen@forlifeandfamily.org



 NOVEMBER 1-3, 2024 
10th Annual Women’s Retreat

SPACES ARE LIMITED. PLEASE RETURN THIS REGISTRATION FORM WITH PAYMENT 
A $100 FEE will hold your spot of which $50 is Nonrefundable. Registration Deadline: OCTOBER 1, 2024

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ST. JOHN XXIII AND RETURN
TO PARISH OFFICE OR DROP IN CHURCH COLLECTION BASKET

For more information contact: JUDY FENNELL 
(701) 361-8826    judyfennell1959@gmail.com

10th Annual Women’s Retreat - Registration Form
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PLACE: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center 
           3989 S. Moon Drive • Venice, FL 34292 (944) 486-0233 

DATE:  Arrival: Friday, November 1     
Check-in: 3:00pm   Welcome Introductions: 4:00pm   Dinner: 5:00pm   Retreat Begins: 6:30pm     

          Departure:  Sunday, November 3 by 12:00 Noon 
COST: $325.00 per person. (Includes all meals) - All Rooms Double Occupancy 
PROGRAM: There will be time for private and communal prayer, brief presentations, quiet reflections, Mass,  

sharing joyful song and fellowship. An email containing specific details will be sent out prior to the retreat. 
PLEASE NOTE: Walking is necessary between buildings at the retreat center. 

 

For more information please call ________________________________________ 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Registration Form 
 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone (______) _______-_________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________ May we share on the roster? ___Yes ____ No 
 
Address: _________________________________________________  City/State/Zip_____________________ 
 
Age: ___ 20-35      ____ 36-50       ____ 51-65      ____66 and up              
 
Special Needs, Requests or Roommate Preference: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Dietary Restrictions PLEASE NOTE Additional $45 Cost Per Person: ___ Gluten Free   ___ Dairy Free   ___ Vegetarian 
 

Spaces are limited Please return this registration form and payment  

Registrations will be accepted based on the date that the check and completed registration form are received. 

A $50.00 nonrefundable fee will hold your spot.  Remaining balances are due by October 1, 2023.  

Please make checks made payable to St. John XXIII  

 

 

Please return form & payment to the parish office or Drop it in the collection basket in an envelope marked ‘Women’s Retreat’ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Paid $__________________            Date __________________    CK#______________ Cash______  
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A $50.00 nonrefundable fee will hold your spot.  Remaining balances are due by October 1, 2023.  

Please make checks made payable to St. John XXIII  

 

 

Please return form & payment to the parish office or Drop it in the collection basket in an envelope marked ‘Women’s Retreat’ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Paid $__________________            Date __________________    CK#______________ Cash______  
 

A Heart Like Mary 
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