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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time



September 1, 2024 The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s

SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 - READINGS 
• 	 1ST READING 	 IS  35 :4 -7A
• 	 PSALM		  PS 146:6-7 ,  8 -9 ,  9 -10 
• 	 2ND READING	 JAS 2 :1 -57
• 	 GOSPEL		  MK 7 :31-37

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the Parish 
Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two weekend 
Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per registered 
family. There is another option of “Unannounced Masses” 
which is given by a retired or priest of DOV. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 - LABOR DAY
•	 8:00 AM † Dorothy Adams by JoAnne Walsh      

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
8:00 AM † Michael Cullen by Lori Cullen

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
•	 8:00 AM † Paul A. Glanzman by Judith DeLuca       

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
•	 8:00 AM † Bill & Ethel Hesselbach by Mike & Cleo Hesselbach

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
•	 8:00 AM † Betty Attwood by The Vitulich Family	

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
•	 8:00 AM † Charles McDonald by his children
•	 4:00 PM † Vivian Pica by her husband, Bruno	
•	 8:00 PM † Joseph - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
•	 7:15 AM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII
•	 9:15 AM † John Hagan by Linda & Jim Robinson
•	 11:15 AM † Ann Reehil by Marie Guanci
•	 1:30 PM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII - Spanish Mass

Pastoral Team
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Mark Bellis
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Ana Thompson
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Receptionist
Martha Lovley
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Admin. Assistant
Eda Medica
eda@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                             

ADMINISTRATOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju 
frjay@johnxxiii.net

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 - LABOR DAY

MORNING MASS: 8:00AM
ST. LUKE ADORATION CHAPEL

OPEN from 8:30am - Noon
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII
Administrator
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God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju

•	 Reading 1: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8

•	 Reading 11: James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27

•	 Gospel: Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Dear Friends,
Fr. Tony De Mello, an Indian Jesuit priest, was popularly known for his story telling. 
In his book, ‘The Song of the Bird’, he told a story called ‘Guru’s Cat’. This is the 
original version of his story:
“Each time the Guru (The Master) sat for worship with his students, the Ashram 
(monastic community) cat would come in to distract them, so he ordered them to 
tie it when the ashram was at prayer. After the guru died, the cat continued to be 
tied at worship time. And when the cat expired, another cat was brought into the 
Ashram to make sure that the Guru’s orders were faithfully observed at worship 
time. Centuries passed and learned treatises were written by the Guru’s scholarly 
disciples on the liturgical significance of tying up a cat while worship is performed.”    
An act becomes ritual, and eventually becomes meaningless when performed 
just for the sake of ritualism. The Pharisees and Scribes wanted to be ritualistic, 
not because they wanted to keep up the traditions that God wanted them to 
be following, (given through Moses in the first reading) but wanted to show off 
themselves as icons of purity following the rules and rituals introduced by the 
elders. In the marketplaces and on the streets, when they happen to mingle with 
sinners, Gentiles, and simple people who do not know the law, the Pharisees and 
Scribes wanted to show off themselves that they were ‘pure’ and better than 
others. Jesus condemns this egotistic and perverted thinking of the Pharisees. 
I like Jesus’ quoting prophesy of Isaiah.… ‘this people honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me’.  What is actually needed is, not the rituals 
speaking, but hearts speaking. The rituals should lead to hearts speaking.  
The world we currently live in has been advancing more and more in ‘brain-speaking’ 
but dwindling in ‘hearts-speaking’. Our religion is called for making our hearts speak. 
In the second reading, St. James says that religion is pure and undefiled before God 
and the Father: we need to care for orphans and widows in their affliction and to 
keep oneself unstained by the world.  
What a beautiful religion we are blessed with as Catholics!    
One of the beauties of our parish is that we have so many ‘hearts-speaking’ people 
and ministries.  If you feel that you would like to become a part of it and learn how 
to talk with your heart, then we welcome you!   
On Monday, September 2, we observe Labor Day. Let us remember in our prayers our 
brothers and sisters who as workers, build our country in every respect; especially 
those who labor in unsafe working conditions and are underpaid. 
 



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Deceased Parishioners of St. John XXIII

Prayers forEternal Life

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Lucy DeRose
Cynthia & William
David Hilson               
Sandy Szymanski  
Girard Cugini
Ray & Janie Sucik
Karen Racz
Jill Louden
Darlene Kepshire
Crystal Heim
Mimi Weaver
Linda Anderson
Kristen Lipp

Denis Ryan
Kevin Walsh
Janice Herrington
Cora Davies
Marie Boutwell
Louis Cooper, Jr.
Bill Acini
Kathleen Atkins
Leyla A. Bolivar
Kate Maloney 
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Martha Gayford
Ralph Ottaiano
Henry Del Riego
Steve Berdeaux

CREDIT CARD POLICY:

|  PAGE 4 |

Labor Day
PRAYER FOR

Lord, on this Labor Day, 
we thank you for 

the  blessings of work. 
We ask for the strength 
to complete each day. 

We ask for rest for 
when we are weary. 

We ask for Your guidance 
for everyone seeking 

employment, and we ask 
that You be with those 
whose faces we might 

never see but who work 
tirelessly each day for 

the good of us all.

Amen

ATTENTION PARENTS

St. John XXIII Parish wants to assure that it is a 
safe environment for everyone.
Parents please be sure to accompany your 
children to the restroom and keep them with 
you in the Narthex before and after Mass. 
Thank You
Father Jay



New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Abygail Mora
Jennifer Manegold
Ingrid Turmeque
Jacqueline Franko

n

n

n

n

Troy & Sarah Turner
Josh & Micaela Prince
Jeffrey & Stephanie Campbell
Salih & Kelsey Golotic

n

n

n

n

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, September 2 - Labor Day
•	 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 12 Noon
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am ____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, September 3
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm  
•	 Evening of Adoration & Benediction: Chapel - 6pm 
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm 
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, September 4
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
•	 Faith Formation 1st Session: Classrooms/Flex - 4:15pm
•	 Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm
•	 Middle School Youth Group Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm
•	 Faith Formation 2nd Session: Classrooms/Flex - 6:15pm
•	 Blaze Girls Bible Study: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, September 5
•	 Mass at Cypress Point: Discovery Commons - 9:30am
•	 Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm 
•	 Rooted - Ages 17 to 22: PLC/St. Michael - 7pm
•	 Rooted - Ages 23 to 35: PLC/Martha/Mary - 7pm
•	 Rooted - Married: PLC/St. Susanna - 7pm
•	 Hispanic Music Rehearsal: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 7pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Friday, September 6
•	 First Friday Adoration: Church - 8:30am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am - 8pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, September 7
•	 First Saturday Benediction/Adoration/Confession 

after the 8am Mass 
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, September 8 - Grandparents Day
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am    
•	 High School Social Morning Gospel: PLC/St. Therese  
•	 OCIA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha St. Mary - 10:30am 
•	 Hispanic Choir: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 11am 
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Vietnamese Prayer Service: Chapel - 6pm

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, September 22, 
2024 after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm
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•	 Yarn/Fabric Needed: The Craftie Ladies are in need 
of more yarn to make projects. You may drop off the 
donations in the church Narthex. 

Labor Day Roots: 
The first Labor Day celebration took place in New York on September 5, 1882, and featured 
a march around Manhattan’s Union Square by 10,000 workers. Later, there were picnics, 
dancing, fireworks and, naturally, speeches extolling the virtues of the working class. So 
successful was the event that unions called for its annual celebration, designating the 
first Monday in September as Labor Day.
The idea caught on. From its union roots, Labor Day began honoring the broader 
contribution made by all workers to life in these United States. Oregon first recognized 
Labor Day on February 21, 1887. Within a few years, Labor Day became a federal holiday, 
fulfilling Peter McGuire’s dreams. 

The Church View: 
Catholic social teaching has long stressed the value of work in developing the dignity 
of each person. As the great Pope Leo XIII said in his 1891 encyclical, Rerum Novarum, 
“gainful occupations are not a mark of shame to man, but rather of respect, as they 
provide him with an honorable means of supporting life.”
More recently, in his encyclical On Human Work, Pope John Paul II wrote, “Work is a 
good thing for man – a good thing for his humanity – because through work man not 
only transforms nature, but he also achieves fulfillment as a human being and indeed in 
a sense becomes more a human being.”
Much of our thinking in this country about the value and dignity of a good day’s labor 
comes from what sociologist Max Weber called “the Protestant work ethic,” a term you 
don’t hear much anymore. Under Weber’s thesis, American settlers brought an attitude 
of hard work and thrift as religious and moral obligations. 
For earlier generations of Americans, work was considered a calling, a way of honoring 
God. Thus, any legitimate work had inherent value, no matter how menial or low-paid. 
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s “Little House” books — among this country’s greatest literary works 
— provide some of the best portrayals of the old American work ethic. Her parents’ self-
reliance and industriousness would shame today’s hardest-working entrepreneurs.     

Time-Honored Work Ethic: 
Although the welfare state has undercut much of this work ethic, belief in the value of 
industry in building character and responsibility remains strong. Our own self-image 
and spiritual well-being are still directly tied to how productively we spend our waking 
hours — no different than in Laura Wilder’s day. 
Today, of course, Labor Day signals the final breath of summer, the end of vacation, the 
last bit of fun before school starts. But it’s also fitting that we pause to pay tribute to the 
simplest, as well as the most complex, of human endeavors: the time-honored notion of 
good, honest labor that earns its daily bread.

and the VIRTUE of WORK
by: James Bemis - Catholic Exchange

Labor Day
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A LETTER FROM

Bishop Dewane

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
The Catholic University of America is the national 
university of the Catholic Church in the United States. The 
University is committed to being a comprehensive Catholic 
and American institution of higher learning, faithful to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 
The National Collection for the Catholic University of 
America will help support more than 6,000 students 
seeking a faith-filled education and enables the University 
to continue to support the Church by preparing the next 
generation of leadership, both religious and lay, of our 
Church and nation. Further, the Collection serves dioceses 
and parishes through innovative research and training 
programs such as a credentialing program that prepares 
recent graduates to serve as campus ministers and Insight, 
a program for K-12 Catholic school educators.
In support of these efforts, the Diocese of Venice will take 
up the collection for the Catholic University of America 
the weekend of September 7 and 8, 2024. Thank you 
for your continued generosity to support America’s 
Catholic University, which helps the University maintain 
its legacy built upon 130 years of education in the Catholic 
intellectual tradition. 
This opportunity is taken to extend to you the assurances 
of my continued consideration, as well as my prayers for 
you and your family. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

30% OFF Artificial Plants, Candles, 
Candlesticks, Candle Holders, Decorative 
Boxes, Decorative Plates, Vases & Wall Art

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII

PLEASE NOTE: Sales CANNOT be combined 
with other sales, specials, offers or items 
marked with FIRM pricing.

Store Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM - 5PM 
	              SATURDAY - 10AM - 4PM
Address: 15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110, Ft. Myers, FL

Website:   www.bpjthrift.com

SEPTEMBER:
FOR THE CRY OF THE EARTH
We pray that each one of us will 
hear and take to heart the cry of 
the Earth and of victims of natural 
disasters and climactic change, and 
that all will undertake to personally 
care for the world in which we live.

Sign up for monthly prayers and intentions:
www.popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/
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FIRST FRIDAY

Adoration
SEPTEMBER 6
ADORATION CHAPEL 
open: 8:30am - 5:45pm

PLEASE NOTE: The chapel will be open Monday, 
LABOR DAY, September 2 from 8:30am - 12 Noon
Regular Chapel Hours are : Monday-Friday 
8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm 

For more information:
EMAIL:
stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:
johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

BENEDICTION 
ADORATION 
CONFESSIONS

Saturday, September 7
Saturday, September 7, we offer the monthly 
First Saturday benediction followed by adoration 
after the 8:00am Mass until 10:00am. Confessions 
will still be available.  

PLEASE NOTE: The Adoration Chapel will not be 
open until 10:00am on the 1st Saturday. We invite 
people into the church for adoration.

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app 
store for myparish. You can also text the word 
“APP” to 88202!

STAY CONNECTED and get UPDATES! 
Scan the QR code or sign up at: 

StJohnXXIIICommunity.flocknote.com

MONTHLY
Bless ings

Join us NEXT WEEKEND, 
SEPTEMBER 7-8, as 
we  offer the MONTHLY 
BLESSINGS for all 
ANNIVERSARIES 		
and BIRTHDAYS. 

The blessing after the 
homily will be dedicated 
to anyone celebrating an 
anniversary that month. 
Parishioners can just 
stand in place. 

Birthday blessings will 
take place after Mass 
once a month. 
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YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH
inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Confirmation Program: 
Registration is available on the parish webiste. Both 
first year and second year candidates must register and 
commit to all scheduled dates. September 22 is our first 
mandatory gathering.

High School Socials
Sunday morning Gospel Sessions begin September 8. 
Bring a friend! To use the gatherings as a weekly 
theology choice for the Confirmation Program, you 
must attend 10 sessions. Here are the dates: 9/8, 9/15, 
9/29, 10/6, 10/13, 10/27, 11/3, 11/10, 12/1, 1/19, 
1/26, 2/2, 2/23, 3/2, 3/23, 3/30, 4/6

Middle School Youth Group
Registration is available on the parish webiste. Sessions 
have begun and will continue on Wednesday evenings 
throughout the school year. See our parish website for 
specific dates and times.

Youth Council
Mission Statement: Challenge and equip children of 
God with the tools to inspire and disciple others while 
giving a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and grow 
with the St. John XXIII community.     

Volunteer Opportunities
Scan this code with your mobile 
device photo app to be directed 
to the sign up genius webpage for 
opportunities to volunteer.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Visit our Rooted Facebook page for more information. 
Email Kelly for for updates: kelly@johnxxxiii.net

Rooted 18-22 
•	 SEPTEMBER 5				  

7pm PLC/St. Michael
Rooted 23-29
•	 SEPTEMBER 5					   

7pm PLC/St. Martha/Mary
Rooted and Married 				  
(children welcome)
•	 SEPTEMBER 5	 			 

7pm PLC/St. Susanna 

OCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The OCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!

Refle c t i on QUESTIONS

Order of Christian Initiation

We would like to invite parishioners to share in 
the OCIA experience by making them aware of 
the Reflection Questions that the participants 
are discussing each week. 
Below are the the next session reflections:
9/8 - What is Faith?         
How is participation in OCIA a sign of your growing 
faith in God?

9/15 - Holy Trinity:         
How does a closer study of the Trinity impact 
your prayer life as you build s closer relationship 
with Jesus Christ?

9/22 - Who is Jesus?         
In two or more paragraphs, reflect on how the 
love of Jesus has touched your life thus far, and 
how that has affected your faith journey.

9/29 - Bible Overview:         
What part of the Bible has most shaped your 
faith journey?

10/6 - Divine Revelation and How to 
navigate and use the Bible         
God wants to reveal himself to your heart. How 
do you receive this revelation of love?



www.walkingwithpurpose.com

COME AS YOU ARE
You are Welcome Here 

ALL SESSIONS START the week of SEPTEMBER 9

Text: SJ23WWP to 84576

For more information or to join contact: 
Elizabeth Andrews: 734-552-4560 or Jennifer Eno: 239-826-0747

Make authentic connections with other women 
REFUEL, REFRESH and LEARN MORE ABOUT GOD

Walking with Purpose is a program that meets women right where they are, hands 
them a cup of coffee, and transforms their hearts. We are thrilled to announce that 
we will offer two Bible studies this season. Trust us. This may be your best YES ever.

www.walkingwithpurpose.com

Come as you are.
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE

Make authentic connections with other women
Refuel, refresh & learn more about God

Walking with Purpose is a program that meets women right where they are, hands
them a cup of coffee, and transforms their hearts. We are thrilled to announce that
we will offer two Bible studies this season. Trust us. This may be your best YES ever.

Opening Your Heart, our foundational study, is perfect for a
woman new to WWP (with or without Bible study experience).
We invite you to be amazed at how scripture applies to your

everyday life. 
Only offered during the in-person, Tuesday 10-11:30am session.

Grounded in Hope, based on the book of Hebrews, will help you
encounter Jesus in such a powerful, comforting, and stabilizing
way so that He can become your lifeline. This study is designed

for women who have participated in WWP in the past.
Offered at all sessions.

For more information or to join contact:
Elizabeth Andrews: 734-552-4560

Jennifer Eno: 239-826-0747
-or-

Text SJ23WWP to 84576

We will be offering multiple session options
In-person Mondays 7-8:30pm -OR- Tuesdays 10-11:30am 
with morning and evening virtual options also available

All sessions start the week of September 9thWE WILL BE OFFERING MULTIPLE SESSION OPTIONS 
In-person Meetings: Mondays 7-8:30pm -OR- Tuesdays 10-11:30am

with morning and evening virtual options also available
Virtual Meetings: Meetings Wednesdays 10-11:30am -OR- Thursdays 7-8:30pm via Zoom
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

Contact: John Renfroe | musicdirector@johnxxiii.net

Spring Musical
CHILDREN’S

ATTENTION
ALL CHILDREN who LOVE to SING!

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
5:30 PM THROUGH 6:15 PM

We will be signing up children entering grades 
3rd - 8th in the Parish Liffe Center Lobby on:

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
10AM-1PM

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

If you lost a loved one, we offer a safe, supportive 
place to deal with this life changing event. 
The Bereavement and Beyond Group meets each 
Tuesday from 1pm-3pm in the Parish Life Center 
in rooms: St. Bernadette and St. Michael.

A N D  B E Y O N D
B E R E AV E M E N T

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N :
Contact the Parish office at (239) 561-2245
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FACTS
•	 The first celebrated U.S. Labor Day was on 

Tuesday, September 5th, 1882 in New York 
City, planned by the Central Labor Union.

•	 The decision to make Labor Day the first 
Monday of September was approved on 
June 28, 1894.

•	 Labor Day started as a part of the labor union 
movement, to recognize the contributions of 
men and women in the US workforce, but 
currently is seen as a chance to celebrate 
the last weekend of summer. 

•	 10,000 workers marched from City Hall all the 
way to 42nd Street and then met with their 
families in Wendel’s Elm Park for a picnic, 
concert, and speeches.

•	 There is disagreement about who actually 
proposed Labor Day as a holiday. Some 
say it was Peter J. McGuire, who was the 
cofounder of the American Federation 
of Labor, while others believe that it was 
Matthew Maguire, a machinist.

•	 Oregon was the first state to celebrate Labor 
Day as a legal holiday in 1887.

•	 Americans worked 12-hour days seven days 
a week during the 19th century!

•	 The "Adamson Act" was passed on September 
3rd, 1916 to establish an eight-hour work day.

•	 Historians say the expression “no white after 
Labor Day” comes from when the upper 
class would return from their summer vaca-
tions and stow away their lightweight, white 
summer clothes as they returned back to 
school and work.

FUN

L A B O RL A B O R
D A YD A Y

- Pope Francis

"We need to see each child as a gift to be 
welcomed, cherished and protected."

Parenting  Pointer:

Marriage  Moment:

LABOR DAY: Isn’t it ironic that Labor Day is a day when 

many adults get OFF work. However sweet your love for 

each other may be, the work of love takes no holiday. Do a 

favor for your honey today. Open a door, get a cold drink, 

watch the kids unbidden. It needn’t be major, just do it.

GRANDPARENT'S DAY: Next Sunday, September 8, is 

Grandparents Day. Join with your children in telling 

your (or their) grandparents how much they mean 

to you. Grandparents are the carriers of history. Ask 

them what they’ve learned and how the world has 

changed. Listen. If they are no longer living, talk with 

them in prayer.

“by Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net”

“by Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net”

COOLING & HEATING 
Invest in a programmable thermostat to make 
these changes easy so you don’t cool or heat your 
home when no one is there. AC & Heating: In the 
summer avoid AC until the inside temperature is 
above 78°; In winter try to wait until the inside 
temperature is under 68° to turn on the heat. You 
can always put on a sweater. 

Buy a ceiling fan. In warm weather run it count-
er-clockwise to cool. In cold weather run it clock-
wise to force warm air down into the living space.



•	REGISTRATION: 7AM - 8:30AM 
•	SHOTGUN START:  8:30AM
•	LUNCH & AWARDS

FOURTH ANNUAL 
Charity Golf Tournament

Friday, September 27

Benefiting Golden Paws, Hope Hospice, 
Special Equestrians and St. Martin de Porres

ENTRY FEE: $130 Per Player$130 Per Player 
(includes lunch)
LUNCH ONLY: $30 Per Person$30 Per Person 

For More Information:
Larry Evener (407) 986-0851

THE CLUB at RENAISSANCE
12801 Renaissance Way, Fort Myers, FL

For more information contact:
Larry Evener  
larryevener@yahoo.com
PLEASE NOTE: You must submit your 
entry by September 20, 2024 

Even if you are not a golfer, your family 
can buy a hole sponsorship sign that 
will be displayed on the course for 
the entire day. Just provide a picture 
or sketch of what you want it to say and 
we’ll help you get it done. 
The cost is S100.00

SUPPORT THE KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS GOLF 

TOURNAMENT

SAMPLE SIGN:

ADDITIONAL
SPONSORSHIP

OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE

Diamond Sponsor: $1,000

Platinum Sponsor: $500

Gold Sponsor: 	     $300

Silver Sponsor: 	     $100

Make a payment at:
www.KC23.org/sponsor  

following the tournament

ALL ARE
WELCOME!

CHARITY GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Fourth Annual

SEPTEMBER 27 ,  2024

ST.  JOHN XXIII
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The proceeds from this event
will benefit:

And other local charities

St. John XXIII Catholic Church
Council 13624 Suppor t  l oca l  char i t i e s  wh i l e

p lay ing  a t  a  top  ra ted  go l f  cour se

THE CLUB AT RENAISSANCE

Organized By

Since its inception in 2020, the event has
raised more than $11,000 for charities.

Scan for
more info

or to
register:

Or visit KC23.org/golf

info@KC23.org

Thanks  to  Pa lm Pr in t ing

SCAN the QR 
code for more 
information or 

register at:

KC23.org/golf

FYI SIGN-UP DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 15



S I G N  U P  F O R M
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible: The Story of Salvation

NAME: ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email Eda Medica at eda@johnxxiii.net or call the office (239) 561-2245

PAYMENT METHOD: CHECKo CASHo payment may be brought to the 1st session

Due to materials being pre-ordered please
Sign-up by September 20, 2024

•	 Thursdays, October 3, 10, 24
•	 Tuesday, October 29
•	 Thursdays, November 7, 14, 21

Time: 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Place: Parish Life Center Main Hall

RSVP to: Eda Medica 		
in the parish office (239) 561-2245
Email: eda@johnxxiii.net

Cost: $30 per Person at the Door 
•	 Sign-up by September 20

The Story of Salvation
presented by Mike Reese

visit: ascensionpress.com to learn more!

Many people want to read the Bible because they 
know it is God’s Word, but they give up because 
it seems so complicated. Unlocking the Mystery 
of the Bible helps you to get the “big picture” 
of the Bible by showing how fourteen narrative 
books of the Bible tell the complete story from 
Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. 



MEN RE-ENCOUNTERING CHRIST TOGETHER

LIKE IRON

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

MEN’S RETREAT 2024

Iron sharpens 
iron, and one man 
sharpens another. 

 - Proverbs 27:17
More specific information and sign-up 
form will follow closer to our retreat.

PLEASE NOTE:

Saturday, October 19, 2024 - 9:30am to 4pm - PLC

Name:__________________________________ Number ______

Ministry:________________________________________________

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

V   L U N T E E R
MINISTRY

A P P R E C I AT I O N  M A S S Thank you for all you do!

Come celebrate the Spirit of St. John XXIII on 
his feast day! We will have a multi-cultural Mass 
in appreciation of all our volunteers at 6pm on 
Friday October 11, 2024. Immediately following 
the Mass, we will have heavy hors d’oeuvres and 
spirits in our Parish Life Center. We appreciate 
you and want to thank you for sharing your 
many gifts in all of the ministries at St. John XXIII 
Catholic Church. 

You must RSVP so that we can plan the evening. 
Please use the RSVP below and return to the 
parish office or drop in the donation basket at 
church by September 27.

V   L U N T E E R
A P P R E C I AT I O N  M A S S

MINISTRY
St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII

 Catholic Church FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 - 6PM
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SStt..  JJoohhnn  XXXXIIIIII  88tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  WWoommeenn’’ss  RReettrreeaatt  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1111--1133tthh  22002222 

 

PLACE: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center 
           3989 S. Moon Drive • Venice, FL 34292 (944) 486-0233 

DATE:  Arrival: Friday, November 1     
Check-in: 3:00pm   Welcome Introductions: 4:00pm   Dinner: 5:00pm   Retreat Begins: 6:30pm     

          Departure:  Sunday, November 3 by 12:00 Noon 
COST: $325.00 per person. (Includes all meals) - All Rooms Double Occupancy 
PROGRAM: There will be time for private and communal prayer, brief presentations, quiet reflections, Mass,  

sharing joyful song and fellowship. An email containing specific details will be sent out prior to the retreat. 
PLEASE NOTE: Walking is necessary between buildings at the retreat center. 

 

For more information please call ________________________________________ 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Registration Form 
 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone (______) _______-_________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________ May we share on the roster? ___Yes ____ No 
 
Address: _________________________________________________  City/State/Zip_____________________ 
 
Age: ___ 20-35      ____ 36-50       ____ 51-65      ____66 and up              
 
Special Needs, Requests or Roommate Preference: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Dietary Restrictions PLEASE NOTE Additional $45 Cost Per Person: ___ Gluten Free   ___ Dairy Free   ___ Vegetarian 
 

Spaces are limited Please return this registration form and payment  

Registrations will be accepted based on the date that the check and completed registration form are received. 

A $50.00 nonrefundable fee will hold your spot.  Remaining balances are due by October 1, 2023.  

Please make checks made payable to St. John XXIII  

 

 

Please return form & payment to the parish office or Drop it in the collection basket in an envelope marked ‘Women’s Retreat’ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Paid $__________________            Date __________________    CK#______________ Cash______  
 

You Are Invi t ed!
SEPTEMBER 14       9:30am-12:30pm n

Be Blessed and Encouraged at our next Magnificat 
breakfast for women, Saturday, September 14, from 
9:30am-12:30pm at the Crown Plaza Fort Myers Gulf 
Coast, formerly Holiday Inn Airport. 
Our speaker, ESPERANZA LISZEWSKI, is the third of six 
children born in Ibague, Colombia. At age ten, her family 
moved to the capital city of Bogota. Education was taken 
very seriously so most of her memories were studying 
hard during the school year and vacationing at the family 
farm during the summer. They were the happiest and 
fondest times. She studied International Law and Diplomacy 
and completed her Master’s degree in Social Work from 
Barry University. Esperanza worked as a mental health 
counselor in private and public agencies, then in the Lee 
County School System until retirement. 
Esperanza dreamed of living many years together with 
her husband Leonard, but the Lord had different plans. 
She became a widow in 2013. Nevertheless, Esperanza 
has learned that she is never alone. The Lord is with her 
so she lives trusting in Him. She lives by: “Fear not, I am 
with you. Be not dismayed; I am your God. I will strength-
en you and help you, and uphold you with My right hand 
of justice” - Isaiah 41:10.

CONTACT:
Felice Gerwitz at (239) 470-7471

For Mor e  In f o rma t i o n :

To Pur c h a s e  Ti c k e t s :
MAIL REQUEST:
Please send a $26 check, payable to:
Magnificat Fort Myers (Felice Gerwitz)
15720 S. Pebble Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33912
Must be postmarked by Friday, September 6

ORDER ONLINE:
https://magnificatfortmyers.com/order-tickets/
Online Reservations by Noon on Tuesday, September 10 

Dynamic Presentations, Childcare, 
Mass, Adoration, Confession

For more information contact: 
ELLEN SANTORO, Senior Conference Coordinator

(832) 779-1070 or ellen@forlifeandfamily.org

Early Bird pricing ends September 9
Couple/$54 | Individual/$35
Celebrant: Rev. Frank J. Dewane



 NOVEMBER 1-3, 2024 
10th Annual Women’s Retreat

SPACES ARE LIMITED. PLEASE RETURN THIS REGISTRATION FORM WITH PAYMENT 
A $100 FEE will hold your spot of which $50 is Nonrefundable. Registration Deadline: OCTOBER 1, 2024

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ST. JOHN XXIII AND RETURN
TO PARISH OFFICE OR DROP IN CHURCH COLLECTION BASKET

For more information contact: JUDY FENNELL 
(701) 361-8826    judyfennell1959@gmail.com

10th Annual Women’s Retreat - Registration Form

 

SStt..  JJoohhnn  XXXXIIIIII  88tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  WWoommeenn’’ss  RReettrreeaatt  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1111--1133tthh  22002222 

 

PLACE: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center 
           3989 S. Moon Drive • Venice, FL 34292 (944) 486-0233 

DATE:  Arrival: Friday, November 1     
Check-in: 3:00pm   Welcome Introductions: 4:00pm   Dinner: 5:00pm   Retreat Begins: 6:30pm     

          Departure:  Sunday, November 3 by 12:00 Noon 
COST: $325.00 per person. (Includes all meals) - All Rooms Double Occupancy 
PROGRAM: There will be time for private and communal prayer, brief presentations, quiet reflections, Mass,  

sharing joyful song and fellowship. An email containing specific details will be sent out prior to the retreat. 
PLEASE NOTE: Walking is necessary between buildings at the retreat center. 

 

For more information please call ________________________________________ 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Registration Form 
 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone (______) _______-_________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________ May we share on the roster? ___Yes ____ No 
 
Address: _________________________________________________  City/State/Zip_____________________ 
 
Age: ___ 20-35      ____ 36-50       ____ 51-65      ____66 and up              
 
Special Needs, Requests or Roommate Preference: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Dietary Restrictions PLEASE NOTE Additional $45 Cost Per Person: ___ Gluten Free   ___ Dairy Free   ___ Vegetarian 
 

Spaces are limited Please return this registration form and payment  

Registrations will be accepted based on the date that the check and completed registration form are received. 

A $50.00 nonrefundable fee will hold your spot.  Remaining balances are due by October 1, 2023.  

Please make checks made payable to St. John XXIII  

 

 

Please return form & payment to the parish office or Drop it in the collection basket in an envelope marked ‘Women’s Retreat’ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Paid $__________________            Date __________________    CK#______________ Cash______  
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DATE:  Arrival: Friday, November 1     
Check-in: 3:00pm   Welcome Introductions: 4:00pm   Dinner: 5:00pm   Retreat Begins: 6:30pm     

          Departure:  Sunday, November 3 by 12:00 Noon 
COST: $325.00 per person. (Includes all meals) - All Rooms Double Occupancy 
PROGRAM: There will be time for private and communal prayer, brief presentations, quiet reflections, Mass,  

sharing joyful song and fellowship. An email containing specific details will be sent out prior to the retreat. 
PLEASE NOTE: Walking is necessary between buildings at the retreat center. 

 

For more information please call ________________________________________ 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Registration Form 
 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone (______) _______-_________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________ May we share on the roster? ___Yes ____ No 
 
Address: _________________________________________________  City/State/Zip_____________________ 
 
Age: ___ 20-35      ____ 36-50       ____ 51-65      ____66 and up              
 
Special Needs, Requests or Roommate Preference: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Dietary Restrictions PLEASE NOTE Additional $45 Cost Per Person: ___ Gluten Free   ___ Dairy Free   ___ Vegetarian 
 

Spaces are limited Please return this registration form and payment  

Registrations will be accepted based on the date that the check and completed registration form are received. 

A $50.00 nonrefundable fee will hold your spot.  Remaining balances are due by October 1, 2023.  

Please make checks made payable to St. John XXIII  

 

 

Please return form & payment to the parish office or Drop it in the collection basket in an envelope marked ‘Women’s Retreat’ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Paid $__________________            Date __________________    CK#______________ Cash______  
 

A Heart Like Mary 
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