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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

"Do not cast me off in my old age" - Psalm 71:9
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July 28, 2024 The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s

AUGUST 4, 2024 - READINGS 
•	 1ST READING 	 EX 16:2-4, 12-15
•	 PSALM		  PS 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54 
•	 2ND READING	 EPH 4:17, 20-24
•	 GOSPEL		  JOHN 6:24-35

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The 2025 Mass Intentions Book IS NOW OPEN in the 
Parish Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions 
(two weekend Masses and two weekday) per calendar 
year, per registered family.

MONDAY, JULY 29
•	 8:00 AM † Linda Tambini by Lucia & Ted Palladino     

TUESDAY, JULY 30
8:00 AM † Melanie Heuer by Jiles Heuer

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
•	 8:00 AM † Chuck Rouither by J. Krause       

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
•	 8:00 AM † JoAnn O’Brien by Amber O’Brien

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
•	 8:00 AM † Lorraine Eddy by St. John XXIII Pastoral Team

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3
•	 8:00 AM † Lucille Balzano by Mary Cramsey 
•	 4:00 PM ♥ Parishioners of St. John XXIII	
•	 8:00 PM † Peter - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
•	 7:15 AM † Gloria Del Brocco by Jim & Andrea Buczek
•	 9:15 AM † Ted Bierch by Alice Bierch
•	 11:15 AM † John Hagan by Joann Bernstein
•	 1:30 PM † Jose Gregorio Hernandez by 				  

	             Familia Bollvar Echegary - Spanish Mass

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Facilities Director
Jason Goss
239-561-2245
Maintenance 
Mark Bellis
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Frannie Cerniglia
franniedre@johnxxiii.net 
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Faith Formation Assistant
Paula Froio
paula@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                        
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
Martha Lovley
martha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Admin. Assistant
Eda Medica
eda@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
John Renfroe
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Clayton Goodridge
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                             

ADMINISTRATOR
Fr. Jayabalan (Jay) Raju 
frjay@johnxxiii.net

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Joseph Than Van Liem
frjoseph@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Greg Dougherty
frgreg@johnxxiii.net

DEACONS
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
Deacon John Gaulin
deaconjpg@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:30am

Livestreamed 
9:15am MASS on
Facebook/Website

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

FATHER JAY - Tuesday, July 30
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII
Administrator

Dear Friends,

Last weekend, in one of my Masses, as always, the children came up for a blessing 
after communion and I ask them a question. The question was based on my 
preaching, on being kind sheep and becoming a good shepherd. I asked them 
who the shepherd is in their own families. Everyone tried to give right answers 
like Mom, Dad, Grandparents, Jesus, God and so on. I continued the question, 
expecting a different answer from them and hoped they would say ‘I am the 
shepherd’ of my family. To my surprise, a 4 year old girl raised her hand and said, 
“I have a German Shepherd at home!” You never know what children might say 
or do when you interact with them.  

In the gospel this weekend, we find a boy bringing up five barley loaves and 
two fish. That is the beginning of the miracle, all the adults were reflective or 
calculative about the food, the boy brings it without any hesitation. He was 
so influenced by Jesus’ teaching, that unlike the adults who were hesitant, he 
jumped into an action of faith by sharing what he had with others. This is the 
starting point of a miracle! Appreciating the boy’s action of faith, Jesus performed 
the real miracle of feeding a large crowd!  Miracles start from home. The parents 
of that boy raised him to be kind, compassionate and good. We are also called to 
initiate miracles through the children of our family! 

The world needs compassionate hearts, actions of faith, to initiate miracles. The 
second reading brings us the advice of St. Paul to Ephesians: “to live in a manner 
worthy of the call you have received, with all the humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another through love, striving to preserve the unity of 
the spirit through bond of peace: one body and one spirit”.  

This Sunday, July 28, World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated. It 
falls on the Sunday closest to the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, Grandparents of 
Jesus. Pope Francis first established World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on 
Sunday, July 25, 2021. The theme chosen by Pope Francis for this year’s celebration 
is: “Do not cast me off in my old age” (Psalm 71:9) For more information, visit: 
www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org
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•	 Reading 1: 2 Kings 4:42-44

•	 Reading 11: Ephesians 4:1-6

•	 Gospel: John 6:1-15

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
William “Bill” Phillips
Marianita Pascual

Prayers forEternal Life

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer             
Laura Ford 
Braden O’Halloran 
Steve Lane
Lucy DeRose
Cynthia & William
David Hilson               
Sandy Szymanski  
Russ Aubrey
MaryAnn Hemmer
Girard Cugini
Edward Virtue
Ray & Janie Sucik
Karen Racz
Jill Louden
Darlene Kepshire
Crystal Heim

Mimi Weaver
Linda Anderson
Kristen Lipp
Denis Ryan
Kevin Walsh
Janice Herrington
Cora Davies
Marie Boutwell
Louis Cooper, Jr.
Bill Acini
Kathleen Atkins
Leyla A. Bolivar
Kate Maloney 
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset
Celeste Kane

CREDIT CARD POLICY:
We MUST request that any credit card 
transactions made at St. John XXIII be a 
minimum of $25. Thank You!

FYI
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In Memory of:  David Lane
Requested by:  Steve & Pat Lane

Tabernac l eCandle

PRAYER TO

Good parents of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, grandparents of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ,
When life seems barren, help us 

to trust in God’s mercy. When 
we are confused, help us to 

find the way to God. When our 
marriage seems lifeless, show us 

the eternal youth of the Lord. 
When we are selfish. teach us 

to cling only to that which lasts. 
When we are afraid, help us 
to trust in God. When we are 

ashamed, remind us that we are 
God’s children. When we sin, 

lead us to do God’s will.
St. Joachim and St. Anne, 

beloved parents of Mary, our 
life, our sweetness and our hope, 

we pray to them to hear our 
prayer. Amen.

St. Joachim and 
St. Anne



New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

P a u l  H r a m i e c
K a t l y n n  G r o h
M a r c y  B e n k e n
L i s a  A h m a d
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n
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A n t o n i e t a  M i r a n d a
C a n d a c e  H i g g i n s
B r u n o  &  M i l b e t h  S i l l a
Ke v e n  &  M a r i a  C o r r e a
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Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet 
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC 
Capt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF
1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Robert Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
Ensign Aaron Humphrey
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, July 29
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm ____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, July 30
•	 HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR. JAY
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm  
•	 DOV Respect Life Meeting: PLC/Martha/Mary - 1pm 
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm 
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, July 31
•	 Living in the Father’s Love Virtual Bible Study: 		

ZOOM Only - 9am
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am____________________________________________________________

Thursday, August 1
•	 Mass at Cypress Point: Discovery Commons - 9:30am
•	 Hispanic Music Rehearsal: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Friday, August  2
•	 First Friday Adoration: Church - 8:30am
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am-8pm 
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, August  3
•	 First Saturday Benediction/Adoration/Confession 

after the 8am Mass
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, August  4
•	 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am    
•	 Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am
•	 Summer Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am 
•	 65+ Singles Brunch: Cristof’s on McGregor - 10:45am
•	 Hispanic Choir: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 11am 
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm followed by a 

farewell reception for Fr. Luis in the PLC

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, September 22, 
2024 after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm 
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm

WATCH AT HOME
•	 WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am 

ONLINE 
www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/		
communications/tvmass/
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•	 Yarn/Fabric Needed: The Craftie Ladies are in need 
of more yarn to make projects. You may drop off the 
donations in the church Narthex. 

FIRST FRIDAY

Adoration
AUGUST 2
ADORATION CHAPEL 
open: 8:30am - 8:00pm

PLEASE NOTE: Chapel Hours are Monday-Friday 
8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. 
Every first Friday has extended hours 8:30am-8pm

For more information:
EMAIL:
stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:
johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

BENEDICTION 
ADORATION 
CONFESSIONS
Saturday, August 3

Saturday, August 3, we offer the monthly First 
Saturday benediction followed by adoration after 
the 8:00am Mass until 10:00am. Confessions will 
still be available.  

PLEASE NOTE: The Adoration Chapel will not be 
open until 10:00am on the 1st Saturday. We invite 
people into the church for adoration.

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app 
store for myparish. You can also text the word 
“APP” to 88202!

STAY CONNECTED and get UPDATES! 
Scan the QR code or sign up at: 

StJohnXXIIICommunity.flocknote.com

MONTHLY
Bless ings

NEXT WEEKEND, 
AUGUST 3-4, as we	
 offer the MONTHLY 
BLESSINGS for all 
ANNIVERSARIES 		
and BIRTHDAYS. 

The blessing after the 
homily will be dedicated 
to anyone celebrating an 
anniversary that month. 
Parishioners can just 
stand in place. 

Birthday blessings take 
place after Mass once 	
a month. 



Thank you to everyone who participated 
in Totus Tuus. It was a fun filled week  
dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting the Catholic Faith!

Tota l l y  You r s

https://photos.app.goo.gl/5AvGnSnSkDrnNv5g7
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Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

Sacrament PREPARATION

Faith FORMATION CLASSES

Please use the QR code or the below link to 
register for Faith Formation 2024-2025 K-5. 
https://osvhub.com/st-john-xxiii-parish/
forms/faith_formation_registration-24-25

Please use the QR code or the below link for 
more information about First Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist.  
https://johnxxiii.net/1st-reconciliation-and
-1st-eucharist/

ADULT FAITH

Educa t i o n
Keep in TOUCH with your Fai t h   ONLINE:

Watch a short video each week on Formed.org to help 
prepare you for the upcoming Sunday Readings. You 
can register at https://johnxxiii.formed.org/ and follow 
the instructions to sign in and watch Opening the 
Word. View all of the Catholic content 24/7. 

Tuesday Mornings at 9:00am
PARISH LIFE CENTER

For more information: 
Bethany Myers, Liturgy Coordinator
email: bethany@johnxxiii.net

Join us! The Liturgical Ministries are always 
open to new volunteers interested in serving our 
parish community. We are currently in need of 
additional Ushers and Greeters as we prepare 
for season. If you have an interest in serving as 
a bright, smiling face at the doors of the Church 
welcoming all those who enter or as a friendly face 
inside the Church guiding our congregation to their 
pews, please contact Bethany Myers in the parish 
office to begin the process of becoming a Liturgical 
Minister. . . for truly “it is in giving of ourselves that 
we receive” (The Prayer of St. Francis)
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YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH
inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Confirmation Program: 
Registration is available on the parish webiste. Both 
first year and second year candidates must register and 
commit to all scheduled dates. September 22 is our first 
mandatory gathering

High School Socials
Sunday morning Gospel Sessions begin September 8. 
Bring a friend! To use the gatherings as a weekly theol-
ogy choice for the Confirmation Program, you must at-
tend 10 sessions. Here are the dates: 9/8, 9/15, 9/29, 
10/6, 10/13, 10/27, 11/3, 11/10, 12/1, 1/19, 1/26, 
2/2, 2/23, 3/2, 3/23, 3/30, 4/6

Middle School Youth Group
Registration is available on the parish webiste. Sessions 
begin Wednesday, August 28 and will continue on 
Wednesday evenings throughout the school year. See 
our parish website for specific dates and times.

Youth Council
Join us Sunday, August 18 for our annual YOUTH 
CONCERT! Doors open at 4:15pm for pizza, concert 
starts at 5pm.    

Volunteer Opportunities
Scan this code with your mobile 
device photo app to be directed 
to the sign up genius webpage for 
opportunities to volunteer.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Please visit our Rooted Facebook page for exciting 
information starting this summer. Email Kelly for 
for updates: kelly@johnxxxiii.net

•	 AUGUST 1 - St. Michael 7:00pm 			 
Rooted 18-22

•	 AUGUST 1 - Parish Life Center			 
	 7:00pm					  
Rooted 23-29

•	 COMING SOON					   
Rooted and Married 				  
(children welcome)

Below are suggested websites to stay current 
on what is happening in the Catholic church:

Information Websites

WHISPERS IN THE LOGGIA:  
whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE: 
www.catholicnews.com

CRUX: 
cruxnow.com

BISHOP BARRON: 
www.wordonfire.org

FR. RICHARD ROHR: 
cac.org/category/daily-meditations

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place! 
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspir-
ing talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks. 
All just a click away! Take advantage of your FREE 
subscription to FORMED.
HERE IS HOW EASY IT IS:
1.) Go to formed.org
2.) Click on Register
3.) Create your FREE account by entering our
parish code and your email address.
Our Parish Code is 1823ee

ACCESS
ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED 
right at your fingertips:
1. Apple users can download the iOS 	
     app.
2. Android users can use FORMED on 	
     the go with these easy instructions.



WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 
PAVER MEMORIALIZATION
St. John XXIII Parish, along with the Knights of Columbus and 
The Women’s Guild, are excited to offer 12x12 pavers, which will 
be placed on the walkway around the site for our St. Michael 
the Archangel statue. The price for each paver is $350. This is a 
wonderful way to pay tribute to a loved one who has served, or is 
currently serving in the military or as a first responder.

Defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 

pray; and do thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

PAVER ORDER FORM

To order, or check the status of an order, please contact 
The Knights of Columbus: 
LARRY EVENER: larryevener@yahoo.com 

The Women’s Guild Contact: 
SUE EDWARDS:  sgedwards007@gmail.com

Name ________________________________________

Address or PO Box _____________________________

______________________________________________

Unit/Apt # ____________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

If paying by check, please makes checks payable to 
the Knights of Columbus.

Payments may be made by cash, credit card or check.
I would like to pay by:
____CASH     ____CHECK    ____CREDIT CARD

Please circle the graphic to be added to the stone:

Please print clearly. The 12x12 paver has 3 lines.

Please sign and date verifying all information is correct 
on the paver. 
PRINT NAME _____________________________________

SIGNATURE ______________________________________

DATE ________________

LINE 1 NAME ____________________________________

LINE 2 RANK ____________________________________

LINE 3 SERVICE __________________________________

example: John Doe

example: SGT. USMC

example: WWII

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 

FYI Paver orders may also be placed at www.KC23.org



|  PAGE 11  |

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	            07-21-24               07-23-23        Difference
Offertory            $24,524.01         $20,334.20      $4,189.81      
Building Fund         $946.00              $1,279.33       ($333.33)
Total	              $25,470.01           $21,613.53        $3,856.48
Mass Attendance          2427	     2346		
Registered Families     3594	     3715

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

2024 Catholic Faith Appeal
2024 Goal			   $492,000.00  
Pledge				   $445,510.67                 
Payments			   $375,942.04          

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will

Thank you

2 gold bracelets both XO style were lost 
in the back parking lot spaces 4-5 by 
the Faith Formation door/garden area. 
They have great sentimental value to the 
owner. If found, please bring them to the 
office, or put in the collection basket in 
an envelope.

It has once again been brought to our attention 
that parishioners have received messages from 
people pretending to be priests and requesting 
donations in the form of gift cards and/or wire 
transfers. The messages often greet the person by 
name and have the priests name in the closing sig-
nature of the message; this is a well-crafted and 
targeted attack on the Church across the country 
which has hit our Diocese again. These text/email 
messages are ‘spoofed’ fakes that should not be 
responded to or taken seriously by anyone. The 
best defense against this sort of scam is to raise 
awareness in the community and not respond or 
open any worrying attachments. It is Diocesan 
policy that no priest or staff within the Diocese 
request any donations in the form of gift cards, 
PayPal, MoneyGram, etc.
There is already an established process in place 
on how the parishioners can make donations and/
or participate in the life of the Parish. Whenever a 
parishioner is worried about any request for money 
from the parish or a priest, they should immediately 
call their parish and under no circumstances should 
they respond to these scam requests.
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Hospice is end of life care. The Hospice team is called 
in when you decide that your focus has changed from 
doing all that is offered to make you better, to doing 
everything you can to live out your life with honor and 
dignity. The focus shifts to comfort rather than cure.

IS HOSPICE ABOUT DYING?
No. Hospice is about living your life with the focus on 
giving you the best quality of life for as long as you 
have. Your emotional, spiritual and physical needs 
will be met.

For more information: 
It is an honor for the St. John XXIII Parish Nurses to 
embark on this journey with you, and we are happy to 
meet with you to address any questions or concerns. 
The nurses are available for health counseling, health 
education, emotional and spiritual support.  
Please call the parish office Monday-Friday, from 
8:00am to 4:00pm at (239) 561-2245

WHO PAYS? WHAT’S COVERED?
Medicare covers Hospice 100% as do most insurance 
companies. The Hospice team consists of an MD, 
nurse, MSW, chaplain and volunteers. All needed 
equipment is covered as well as medication related to 
your Hospice diagnosis. 

Parish
N U R S I N G  M I N I S T R Y

WHAT IS HOSPICE?

65+
SINGLES

AUGUST 4AUGUST 4
10:45 AM

RSVP BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
Carole Eckhout (248) 385-4100

10231 McGregor Blvd.
Fort Myers, FL 33919

Thank You!
Recently, the Bloodmobile had a good turnout. 
ALL 18 PEOPLE DONATING were eligible! We 
collected 16 units of blood. Presently, we are 
experiencing staffing issues and apologize for 
not being at St. John XXIII on Sunday, July 7. We 
hope to schedule regular visits to St. John XXIII 
soon. Thank you for your continued support of 
our parish community!

If you are interested in upcoming blood drives, 
please call the Lee Health Blood Center at 
(239) 343-2333

SAVE A LIFE SUNDAY
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20 Ways for Busy People to Connect with God
1.) Start the Day Right: Set yourself on the right course 
by beginning your day with some spiritual reading alongside 
your bowl of cereal.
2.) Set an Alarm: You use an alarm clock to wake up. Why 
not take the same approach to your spiritual health that you 
take with your physical health? Set alarms throughout the 
day to remind yourself to pray.
3.) Use Your Commute: Speak to God in the car. If you 
can talk to a passenger while you’re driving, why not talk 
aloud to God? If you take public transit, use the opportunity 
to engage in silent conversation with your savior.
4.) Take Advantage of Audio: Listen to audio record-
ings of the Bible or a daily devotional. Fill your ears with the 
sound of God’s word.
5.) Open Your Email: Many websites offer to send you 
a daily email containing a mediation, saint story, prayer or 
text of the day’s Mass readings. The technology that can so 
easily distract you will now alert you to the day’s prayer.
6.) Use Your Lunch Break: Eat while reading the day’s 
readings, listen to a Catholic podcasts or an online video. 
Keep a Bible or religious book in your desk to pull out at the 
beginning of each lunch.
7.) Keep Your Bible on Your Nightstand: Reach for 
it first thing in the morning or right before you go to bed to 
take in as much of God’s word as you can in that moment. 
Choose a chapter or pick a verse on which to meditate 
throughout your day.
8.) Create a Mental Association: Place a sticky note 
on your bathroom mirror to remind yourself to pray every 
time you brush your teeth. Hang a sign at the base of your 
home’s stairs encouraging you to walk in prayer with God 
as you ascend the stairs. Soon, you will have established a 
habit of prayer.
9.) Stay 5 Minutes after Mass: If you don’t have the 
time or opportunity to make a special trip for Eucharistic 
adoration, stay after the recessional hymn to enjoy one on 
one time with the Blessed Sacrament. 
10.) Make an Appointment with God: Our relation-
ship with God is precious. If there’s no such thing as “free 
time” in your world, set up one more appointment - this 
time with God. Carve out time for daily prayer, weekly ado-
ration or online Bible study.

11.) Pray Before Meals: There’s always time for grati-
tude. Before digging in to a meal at home or on the go, 
pause to thank God for his many blessings and offer prayer 
for those in need.
12.) Make it a Family Affair: Sit around the table and 
read a short devotional after each dinner or each Kneel 
down together for bedtime prayers. Establish a daily rotation 
so that each family member can choose a prayer intention.
13.). Create Traditions Around Prayer: Celebrate your 
family’s patron saints’ feast days with intercessory prayers. 
Light Advent candles with a short prayer. Place a bowl of 
holy water by the front door so that your family members 
can bless themselves when they come and go.
14.) Pray on the Road: Consider the good you can do 
over time for your brothers and sisters waiting to enter 
heaven. Or remind yourself to pray whenever you pass a 
church.
15.) Say a Morning Offering Prayer: Pledge your day’s 
activities to God in your own words or memorize an existing 
prayer. By dedicating your day to the intentions of Jesus, the 
salvation of our souls, the reunification of Christians, and 
more, you infuse purpose into your experiences.
16.) Offer it Up: Sometimes life hands us trials that we 
must bear. Offer them up, even the small frustrations in life 
as prayer.
17.) Pick up Some Prayer Cards: Use some prayer 
cards of saints to whom you feel connected or who are 
patrons of a cause near and dear to you and your family. 
Keep the cards in your wallet or purse and pray the prayers 
while standing in line at the grocery store or stopped at a 
traffic light.
18.) Tap into Ready-Made Prayers: Use a prayer book 
or search engine to find a prayer that suits your mood or 
your spiritual need. Take advantage of the words that others 
have crafted in guiding you toward your own conversation 
with God.
19.) Take a Walk: Even if you’re just walking the perim-
eter of your house with a baby monitor, create some quiet 
time for yourself in the presence of God’s creation. Let him 
speak to your heart and share your thoughts with him.
20.) Change Your Tune: Instead of opting for the latest 
hits, try a hymn. Singing the glory of the Nativity is never 
out of season.
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When a crafter dies mid-project, or is 
no longer able to do handwork due to 

disability or illness, they will likely have 
unfinished items they were making 

for friends and family. These tangible, 
handmade expressions of love could get 

lost, donated away, or thrown out. 

We match unfinished projects 
to volunteer finishers 

who complete and return 
the garments, blankets, & 

accessories, to their loved ones.

Need a project finished? 
Visit us online to find out if your project 
qualifies to be completed by a Loose Ends 
finisher. If it does, simply fill out the online form 
and we will match you with a volunteer who has 
the skills and time to get the job done. 

Have some time to give?
As a crafter, you understand that a handmade 
gift is priceless. The materials and hours that 
go into making something for a loved one are 
a gesture of love. Your efforts will reconnect an 
individual with a garment or accessory that had 
been begun for them by a loved one who died 
or became ill mid-project.

finishing projects loved ones left behind

info@looseendsproject.org
VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE INFO: LOOSEENDSPROJECT.ORG    
photos © Winky Lewis

knit / crochet / sewing / quilting / tatting / rug-making / embroidery / cross-stitch 
Tunisian crochet / mending / amigurumi / needlepoint / basketry / turkey work / felting 

nalbinding / applique / spinning  / latch hook / punch needling / weaving
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“My mother and I chose the yarn together 
and picked out the pattern. It was so special 
to receive the project she’d been making for 
me when she died – even though she hadn’t 
finished it, she’d touched it and she’d been 
making it for me. I’ll cherish this forever.”  
— Iris., Portland, Maine

“My daughter had a very special connection 
with her nana. Having her finished sweater 
feels like a warm hug, and helps her feel 
close to her grandmother again. We are so 
grateful that a volunteer could make this 
happen – no one else in our family knows 
how to knit.”  — Jo S., Burlington, Vermont

“You look like somebody loves you.” 

info@looseendsproject.org
VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE INFO: LOOSEENDSPROJECT.ORG    

Anyone with fiber-
arts handwork skills 
may sign up at 
looseendsproject.org 
to become a finisher.

Projects and finishers 
are welcome from 
anywhere in the world. 
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About Loose Ends: 
When a crafter dies mid-project, or is no longer able to 
do hand work due to disability or illness, they will likely 
have unfinished items they were making for friends and 
family. These tangible, handmade expressions of love 
could get lost, donated away, or thrown out. 

The Loose Ends Project matches unfinished projects to 
volunteer finishers who complete and return the 
garments, blankets, & accessories, to their loved ones.

Need a project finished? 
Visit us online to find out if your project qualifies to be 
completed by a Loose Ends finisher. If it does, simply 
fill out the online form and we will match you with a 
volunteer who has the skills and time to get the job done. 

Have some time to give?
As a crafter, you understand that a handmade gift is 
priceless. The materials and hours that go into making 
something for a loved one are a gesture of love. Your 
efforts will reconnect an individual with a garment or 
accessory that had been begun for them by a loved one 
who died or became ill mid-project.

For more information visit: 
looseendsproject.org
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embroidery / cross-stitch Tunisian crochet / mending / amigurumi
needlepoint / basketry / turkey work / felting nalbinding / applique

spinning / latch hook / punch needling / weaving

The Rosary Ministry of Craftie Ladies will 
be having a rosary making class in the 
Parish Life Center, Monday, August 12 
from 1pm to 3pm. Class size is limited to 
5-6 persons. Supplies will be provided.  

Please RSVP to rajotte78@yahoo.com by 
Friday, August 10.

Craftie LadiesCraftie Ladies
R O S A R YR O S A R Y

CLASSCLASS
MONDAY, AUGUST 12

1PM - 3PM
Parish Life Center



I would like to learn more about the process of becoming Catholic or receiving 
my sacraments. Please have someone contact me to explain the program in 
more detail. - Thank You

NAME: ___________________________________________________________

CELL or HOME PHONE #: _____________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

OCIA is the program designed to provide a solid formation for anyone considering 
becoming Catholic. If you or someone you know is discerning how they can become 
more fully part of the Church, please complete the form below and place it in the 
collection basket. You may also call the parish office at: 239-561-2245, option 3.

Interested in becoming Catholic or 
receiving any of the Sacraments?

 NOVEMBER 1-3, 2024 
10th Annual Women’s Retreat

For more information contact: 
JUDY FENNELL (701) 361-8826
judyfennell1959@gmail.com A Heart Like Mary 

FYI: We will provide the form in late August’s bulletin.  

Calling ALL Women to Save the DATE



|  PAGE 16  |

Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Prayer for Safety During Hurricane Season: Hurricane 
Season continues until November 30. All are encouraged 
to pray for protection from the storms that can and 
have threatened Southwest Florida. The devastation, as 
witnessed by Hurricane Ian, reinforces the fact that we 
need to pray for God’s protection and care during these 
next months. 
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Free Rosary Repair: Send your broken rosaries in a padded 
envelope to Betty and Dick Holden, Free Rosary Repair 
Service, 7930 Estero Blvd., Unit 502, Fort Myers Beach, FL 
33931. Rosaries will be repaired and returned within the 
week of receipt. Donations of old rosaries are also accepted 
which will be repaired and sent to missions. Include a note 
indicating repair or donation. For more details, please call 
(239) 463-3993 or (860) 595-6370
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions, 
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel 
Helpline at (941) 412-5860 
Join a Prayer Group: Who is Jesus to you? A picture or a 
statue? Is He flesh and blood to you? We are a group of 
women who gather to meditate on the Gospels, to develop 
a personal relationship with the Living Word Himself. To 
share our experience of the Word, apply it concretely to our 
daily lives, and provide spiritual support to one another. In 
short, to “know” Jesus intimately through prayer according 
to Catholic Tradition and the Doctors of the Church. “Come 
taste and see the goodness of the Lord.” Interested? We 
meet twice monthly in the afternoons on the second and 
fourth Thursdays. Contact Peggy Kepple at (734) 223-8151 
or email peggykepple@yahoo.com for more information. 
4KIDS Brings Hope: The 4KIDS model and paradigm extends 
Hope, Homes, and Healing to children and families across 
13 Florida counties. Healing is made possible for children 
and families who have experienced trauma with the help of 
training and therapeutic care. For more information, please 
call (239) 266-8354 or visit https://www.4kids.us/4kidsswfl
Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition 
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website: 
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 
provides 24/7 service for those in emotional distress. 
Veteran services are also available. Simply call 988

FLORIDA BISHOPS OPPOSE
Extreme Abortion Amendment
Vote No on Amendment 4

GRADUATES AND PARENTS - FIND YOUR CENTER 
Did you know that 80% of students stop practicing 
their faith at some point during college, while only 
15% look for a campus ministry on their own?

The Diocese of Venice would like to support our in-
coming college freshmen by connecting them to 
Catholic organizations at the Universities they will be 
attending.

The Newman Connection is a data entry program 
that assists in this effort at the national level. We will 
have Newman Connection cards available at the 
Welcome Desk for those parents and/or grandpar-
ents who wish to fill out the card. The only informa-
tion needed is the student’s name, college choice 
and the college’s city. The Campus Ministry will 
welcome the students and reach out to them when 
they arrive.

For more information visit the Newman Connection 
at: www.newmanconnection.com

Diocese of Venice
IN FLORIDA

KEEP OUR YOUTH

Connected

SUPPORTED BY:

TO THE CHURCH



 
 

Florida Bishops Oppose Extreme Abortion Amendment 
Vote No on Amendment 4 

 
Florida Amendment 4, which will appear on Florida’s November 2024 ballot, is an extreme proposal that legalizes full-
term abortion with no protections for the preborn child, including when the child is capable of feeling pain. This 
proposed amendment to our state constitution would prohibit all restrictions on abortion before viability and create a 
broad exception that any healthcare provider could exploit to allow abortion up to birth.  
 
Furthermore, the amendment would effectively overturn or seriously jeopardize common-sense state laws that have 
regulated abortion for years. These include basic health and safety requirements for clinics where abortions are 
performed, requiring a physician to perform abortions, informed consent requirements, laws limiting public funding of 
abortion, and parental consent requirements before a minor’s abortion.i These risks demonstrate the extreme nature 
of the amendment.  
 
We urge all Floridians of goodwill to stand against the legalization of late-term abortion and oppose the abortion 
amendment. In doing so, we will not only protect the weakest, most innocent, and defenseless of human life among 
us but also countless women throughout the state from the harms of abortion.  
 
Human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision of society. Direct attacks on 
innocent persons are never morally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our state, human life is repeatedly 
being destroyed by abortion. Over 84,000 vulnerable and voiceless children were aborted in Florida in 2023.  
 
This matter concerning the respect for human dignity and the fundamental value of human life is of grave importance 
to both our Church and our state. The threat of abortion remains our pre-eminent public policy priority. Therefore, we 
support a coordinated campaign to mobilize against the proposed amendment. To this end, we offer this prayer to 
defeat Amendment 4: 
 

Ever-living God, you give life and desire a future for all your children. Take hold of our nation, state and 
community and awaken in every heart awe for the gift of life. Send your Spirit to strengthen us with wisdom 
and fortitude as we defend mothers and children in Florida from laws that disregard their health and safety. 
 
Mary and Joseph trusted in you and welcomed Jesus into our broken world. God Almighty, we ask their 
intercession to protect the preborn and their mothers, and to guide all parents in raising their children. May 
they help us build a civilization of love by upholding the sacredness of life and accompanying pregnant 
women in need.  
 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Our Lady, Mother of the Family, pray for us! St. Joseph, Protector of the Unborn, pray for us! 
 

Most Rev. Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Rev. Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Most Rev. John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Most Rev. Gregory L. Parkes  
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Rev. William A. Wack, CSC  
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Most Rev. Erik T. Pohlmeier 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Rev. Enrique E. Delgado 
Archdiocese of Miami 

 

i Florida law distinguishes between parental consent prior to a minor’s abortion (Ch. 390.01114(5) which would be invalidated by 
Amendment 4 and parental notice of a minor’s abortion (Ch. 390.01114(4)), which would be retained. 

April 9, 2024 

Florida Amendment 4, which will appear on Florida’s November 2024 
ballot, is an extreme proposal that legalizes fullterm abortion with no 
protections for the preborn child, including when the child is capable of 
feeling pain. This proposed amendment to our state constitution would 
prohibit all restrictions on abortion before viability and create a  broad 
exception that any healthcare provider could exploit to allow abortion 
up to birth.
Furthermore, the amendment would effectively overturn or seriously 
jeopardize common-sense state laws that have regulated abortion for 
years. These include basic health and safety requirements for clinics 
where abortions are performed, requiring a physician to perform abor-
tions, informed consent requirements, laws limiting public funding of 
abortion, and parental consent requirements before a minor’s abortion.* 
These risks demonstrate the extreme nature of the amendment.
We urge all Floridians of goodwill to stand against the legalization of late-
term abortion and oppose the abortion amendment. In doing so, we will 
not only protect the weakest, most innocent, and defenseless of human 
life among us but also countless women throughout the state from the 
harms of abortion. 
Human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is the foundation 
of a moral vision of society. Direct attacks on innocent persons are never 
morally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our state, human 
life is repeatedlybeing destroyed by abortion. Over 84,000 vulnerable 
and voiceless children were aborted in Florida in 2023.
This matter concerning the respect for human dignity and the funda-
mental value of human life is of grave importance to both our Church 
and our state. The threat of abortion remains our pre-eminent public 
policy priority. Therefore, we support a coordinated campaign to 
mobilize against the proposed amendment.

FLORIDA BISHOPS OPPOSE
Extreme Abortion Amendment
Vote No on Amendment 4

Prayer
TO DEFEAT
AMENDMENT 4:

Ever-living God, you give life 
and desire a future for all your 
children. Take hold of our nation, 
state and community and awaken 
in every heart awe for the gift of 
life. Send your Spirit to strengthen 
us with wisdom and fortitude as 
we defend mothers and children 
in Florida from laws that disregard 
their health and safety.

Mary and Joseph trusted in you 
and welcomed Jesus into our 
broken world. God Almighty, we 
ask their intercession to protect 
the preborn and their mothers, 
and to guide all parents in rais-
ing their children. May they help 
us build a civilization of love 
by upholding the sacredness of 
life and accompanying pregnant 
women in need. 

We ask this through Christ, our 
Lord. Amen.

Our Lady, Mother of the Family, 
pray for us! St. Joseph, Protector 
of the Unborn, pray for us!
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Florida Bishops Oppose Extreme Abortion Amendment 
Vote No on Amendment 4 

 
Florida Amendment 4, which will appear on Florida’s November 2024 ballot, is an extreme proposal that legalizes full-
term abortion with no protections for the preborn child, including when the child is capable of feeling pain. This 
proposed amendment to our state constitution would prohibit all restrictions on abortion before viability and create a 
broad exception that any healthcare provider could exploit to allow abortion up to birth.  
 
Furthermore, the amendment would effectively overturn or seriously jeopardize common-sense state laws that have 
regulated abortion for years. These include basic health and safety requirements for clinics where abortions are 
performed, requiring a physician to perform abortions, informed consent requirements, laws limiting public funding of 
abortion, and parental consent requirements before a minor’s abortion.i These risks demonstrate the extreme nature 
of the amendment.  
 
We urge all Floridians of goodwill to stand against the legalization of late-term abortion and oppose the abortion 
amendment. In doing so, we will not only protect the weakest, most innocent, and defenseless of human life among 
us but also countless women throughout the state from the harms of abortion.  
 
Human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision of society. Direct attacks on 
innocent persons are never morally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our state, human life is repeatedly 
being destroyed by abortion. Over 84,000 vulnerable and voiceless children were aborted in Florida in 2023.  
 
This matter concerning the respect for human dignity and the fundamental value of human life is of grave importance 
to both our Church and our state. The threat of abortion remains our pre-eminent public policy priority. Therefore, we 
support a coordinated campaign to mobilize against the proposed amendment. To this end, we offer this prayer to 
defeat Amendment 4: 
 

Ever-living God, you give life and desire a future for all your children. Take hold of our nation, state and 
community and awaken in every heart awe for the gift of life. Send your Spirit to strengthen us with wisdom 
and fortitude as we defend mothers and children in Florida from laws that disregard their health and safety. 
 
Mary and Joseph trusted in you and welcomed Jesus into our broken world. God Almighty, we ask their 
intercession to protect the preborn and their mothers, and to guide all parents in raising their children. May 
they help us build a civilization of love by upholding the sacredness of life and accompanying pregnant 
women in need.  
 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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