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The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to
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4:00 PM T John McDermott by Anne Simeone
8:00 PM T Peter Nguyen - Vietnamese Mass
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7:15 AM t Patricia Van Kleunan by Kevin & Stephanie Sutton
9:15 AM t Angela Blinkiewicz by her family
11:15 AM t Nancy Thomas by Mike & Debbie Thomas
1:30 PM t Jose Gregorio Hernandez

by Familla Bolivar Echegaray

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE* * **

The 2025 Mass Intentions Book WILL BE OPEN ON JULY 1 in
the Parish Office. Availability inlcudes four intentions (two
weekend Masses and two weekday) per calendar year, per
registered parishioner.
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The
St. John XXIlI
Administrator

Fr. Gay

Dear Friends,

When | read “a thorn in the flesh” as mentioned by St. Paul in the second reading,
| think back to my childhood. For myself and children of my young age in India at that
time, had no shoes or sandals mostly due to poverty. | was lucky that my Dad gave
me a pair of flipflops but with the strict instructions that they were to be used only
when | went to the school and church. Shoes usually lasted for 2 years minimum.
| remember that | could never keep that promise, most often because the shoes
were stolen by other kids. Once we arrived at school or church, the custom
demanded that we remove our shoes, sandals or flipflops. Most of the time at
these places, | was always on high alert to watch for my flipflops and to also avoid
any trouble with them at home. But things have changed these days. Schools allow
flipflops, sandals and shoes to be worn all the time in the classroom. An interesting
fact to mention is that | only aquired my first new pair of formal shoes when | visited
the United States at the age of 32!

| had many painful experiences while walking barefoot stepping on thorns. Sometimes
the thorns were so deep that you could not clip them out easily. In such situations,
friends would attempt to expose the spot with a sharp needle, fill it with a sea salt
crystal and spark it with a small flame in order to get it out. This was a painful event!
| remember during the hot summer, my friends and | loved to make an adventure
out of picking Elanthai Pazham (Ziziphus jujuba), which is a type of a delicious berry
ironically found in those same thorny bushes. But it was worth the risk getting hurt!

In the first reading as well as gospel, we find such thorns. Prophet Ezekiel says they
are a rebellion house, yet | am sent as prophet to them! In the Gospel, people of his
native place are skeptical and critical on Jesus and yet he still cures some of them. The
Christian faith is based on such sufferings. God allows some thorns in our flesh! As Paul
says “when | am weak then | am strong” because he was able to hear the voice of God.
“My grace is sufficient for you, the power is made perfect in weakness”. Our gratitude
to God makes our life move forward. Please reflect on a personal “thorn” in the flesh
that you or your family undergoes and listen to the voice of God; “My grace is sufficient
for you”, God bless.

We wholeheartedly want to thank Fr. Simon Dao, who served our parish for the last four
years, particularly taking care of pastoral needs of the Viethamese community. We wish
him all the best and bless him with our prayers that he enjoys his next ministry journey.
Please stop by the Parish Life Center this weekend after Masses to greet and thank him.

We welcome Fr. Joseph Nhan as our new vicar to cover the pastoral needs of the
Vietnamese and our parish community. We are excited to learn more about him!

/
“\\\t Welcome Fr. Joseph Nhan!
b S God Bless, ® Reading 1: Ezekiel 2:2-5
. Fr. Jay Raju
‘1‘7' A~ , e Reading 11: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
o N )
() ‘ TB)- O Q/,-wm.__.—jw _° Gospel: Mark 6:1-6
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PRAYER FOR

%‘WW%

Dear Lord,

I pray not for tranquility
nor that my tribulations
may cease; I pray for
Your spirit and Your
love that You grant
me strength and grace
to overcome adversity
through Jesus Christ.

Amen

@@ vayey o%w‘

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer
Laura Ford

Braden O’Halloran
Steve Lane

Lucy DeRose

Bill Becker
Cynthia & William
David Hilson
Sandy Szymanski
Russ Aubrey
MaryAnn Hemmer
Girard Cugini
Edward Virtue
Ray & Janie Sucik
Karen Racz

Jill Louden
Darlene Kepshire

Crystal Heim
Mimi Weaver
Linda Anderson
Kristen Lipp
Denis Ryan
Kevin Walsh
Janice Herrington
Cora Davies
Marie Boutwell
Louis Cooper, Ir.
Bill Acini
Kathleen Atkins
Leyla A. Bolivar
Kate Maloney
Kathy Privhinello
Steven Kapish
Denise Staerker
Carolyn Nieset

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month.
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to
the prayer book in the Narthex.

The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

@%’M&b&'ﬂf %m/ c%ww/ e

You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week.
Please inquire in the parish office.

@@myyﬂm for Slomal OCZ%&

Life is changed, not ended.
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Mable Jane White

Tabemacte Candle

In Memory of: Thomas Beile
Requested by: Gerry & Diane Beile

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:

myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app
store for myparish. You can also text the word
“APP” to 88202!
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ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, July 8

e Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
e KofC Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Tuesday, July 9

¢ Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am

e Repect Life Diocesan Meeting: PLC/St. Martha &

St. Mary - 9:30am

Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
Bingo: Main Hall (Doors open 5:30pm/Games 6:30pm)
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm

AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Wednesday, July 10

e PARISH OFFICE CLOSED for Staff Workshop

¢ Living in the Father’s Love Virtual Bible Study:
ZOOM Only - 9am

Thursday, July 11
e Manor Care Mass - 10am
e Hispanic Music Rehearsal: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 7pm

Friday, July 12

e Family Movie Night: Main Hall - 6pm - 8:30pm

e Spanish Baptism Class: PLC St. Bernadette &
St. Michael - 10am

¢ Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm
Saturday, July 13 t

e KofC Food Drive: Outside 10am-1pm
e Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
e Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm

Sunday, July 14

e 7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am
e Separation/Divorce Group: PLC/St. Michael - 9am
e Pre-School Bible Class: PLC/St. Susanna - 9:15am

e Summer Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 10:30am

e Hispanic Choir: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 11am

e Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm

WATCH AT HOME
e  WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am

ONLINE
www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/
communications/tvmass/

| WELCOME |
Now Fvishionesns

e Dennis & Roberta Deetman
e Chad & Janet Banken
e Wondwossen & Kristina Sha

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, September 22,
2024 after the 11:15am Mass.

Registering at St. John XXIll is a declaration of your desire to be
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know
your email address or you can even update it on the parish
website: www.johnxxiii.net

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket.

Owy G‘%&/Mﬂ/% @%wow/w/

PFC Bryan Bard

Sean Ball

Major Bart Boma

Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi

M/Sgt Jarod Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman

Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P. Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak

PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem

Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army

Eric Sanchez, US Air Force

Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN

Sgt. Eric Lyons, USMC

Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army

Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

Sean Dryhurst US Navy

Lt. Amanda Macaluso

Anthony An Schroeder,

SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA

Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army

2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army

Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force

| PAGES |

11 Bravo Infantry

Derrick Hambling, Army
Airborne Infantry

Maj. Paige Blevins USAF

Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN
Andrew Duffy, USSF

A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC
Sarah Lambert, USAF

1st Lt. Jarod Pankau USAF

1st Lt. Curi Pankau USAF
Charles Robert Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army
Ranger

Ensign Aaron Humphrey



C\J We would like to thank everyone who honored Fr. Mike
last weekend at Mass and in the Parish Life Center. It was
a n Ou bittersweet for us to say goodbye. Thank you for your

dedicated service to our parish community over the last
2 years. You will be missed!
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Fhank You
from

FR. MIKE

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

It was so great to see all of you this
past weekend! | enjoyed reconnecting
with this wonderful parish community.
The friendships | have made at St. John
will remain in my heart.

| can’t thank you enough for joining me
at Mass and then taking the time to
talk with me in the Parish Life Center.
Thank you for the all the cards, gifts
and well wishes.

| cherish all of you, your prayers and
the continued support. Please know
that all of you remain in my prayers as
well.

Your brother-in-Christ,
Fr. Mike
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Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre @johnxxxiii.net

Sacrament PREPARATION

BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize
your child! At St. John XXIIl, we are happy to help your
family prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered
after the preparation process is completed by the
parents and are scheduled only after the preparation
process is completed by the parents. Please do not make
arrangements for family members until you have actually
received a date. Contact Frannie at 239-561-2245 for
more information or to begin the process.

FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and
First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who
have expressed a desire and willingness and are attending
Mass, are welcome to begin the two year process of
preparing for these Sacraments. The first year consists
of regular attendance at Faith Formation classes or
through a Diocesan Catholic school. (Either St. Francis
Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year continues those
classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental Preparation
(Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. For more
information or to begin the process, please contact
Frannie at 239-561-7499. Parents who home school their
children must contact the office during Year I.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the
Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process that
begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the
Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly welcome!).
Each year consists of Faith Formation through the parish
Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot)
as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a retreat.
Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of
9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like
more information on our program, contact Kelly Evers at
239-561-3022 to begin the process.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Congratulations on your
decision to enter the beautiful sacrament of marriage!
The heart of Marriage Preparation in the Catholic Church
is the realization that “your wedding is one day but your
marriage lasts a lifetime.” Couples wishing to be married
will need to contact us at least six months prior to the
desired date. A venue should not be booked prior to first
meeting with a priest and getting a confirmation from
the parish office. The engaged couple will complete the
Witness to Love program alongside a mentor couple,
fill out the required forms, provide updated Baptismal
Certificate(s) and attend a Diocesan retreat. For more
information or to begin the process, please contact the
parish office at 239-561-2245.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

JULY:

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK

We pray that the Sacrament of
the Anointing of the Sick confer to
those who receive it and their loved
ones the power of the Lord and
become ever more a visible sign of
compassion and hope for all.

Sign up for monthly prayers and intentions:
_www.popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/
r

» A 0
4 L
st -2

ST. Joun XXIII

20% OFF Mirrors, Picture Frames,

Travel Mugs, Water Bottles, Sets of China,
CDs, DVDs, Blu-Rays and VHS Tapes

PLEASE NOTE: Does not include seasonal
Christmas items and can NOT be combined
with other sales, specials or offers.

Store Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM - 5PM
SATURDAY - 10AM - 4PM

Address: 15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110, Ft. Myers, FL
Website: www.bpjthrift.com
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We would like to thank everyone who
participated in last week’s Vacation Bible
School. All of the generous donations were
greatly appreciated. We all had a fun time
diving deeper into a friendship with God!
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PRESENTS

THIS IS A NICE
NIGHT FOR
CHILDREN AND
PARENTS!

Bring Your
Children!

Enjoy a Movie
and Food!

Meet Other
Parents!

Please sign up by Tuesday, July 9
so we know how much food and
refreshments to prepare:
deaconrich@johnxxiii.net

Pizza provided by:
The Knights of Columbus

IN THE PARISH LIFE CENTER
FRIDAY, JULY 12 - 6PM TO 7:30PM




ST. JouN XXIII

Catholic Church

Weekly Financials

NO UPDATE  06-23-24 06-25-23 Difference
Offertory $22,026.16  $25,009.19  ($2,983.03)
Building Fund $920.00 $1,548.50 _ ($628.50)
Total $22,946.16  $26,557.69  ($3,611.53)
Mass Attendance 2244 2253
Registered Families 3591 3702

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”

2024 Catholic Faith Appeal - NO UPDATE

2024 Goal $492,000.00
Pledge $390,216.67
Payments $310,550.60

Q[anning Q%ou’z Will

Remember St. John XXII|

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the parish in your will is
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.

The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of S or % of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXl Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by
you and your attorney.

For more information,
questions, or wish to
consider a gift annuity
or trust for St. John
XXl Catholic Church,
then please email:

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL

Che Gt off

YSIVIN G»

“m\\‘

THE CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL (CFA) is an annual
opportunity for every member of our Faith family to
support the life-changing work and outreach programs
of the Diocese of Venice. The programs and services
assisted by the CFA, make a meaningful impact on
the lives of individuals, families and communities. By
supporting the CFA, you share in the work of Christ
and the grace of Catholic discipleship.

Remember, “The generous will be blessed, for they
share ... with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9).

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:

e CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD can be used for a
one-time gift or a monthly amount. Please visit
www.dioceseofvenice.org and click on Catholic
Faith Appeal Donate Now.

e CHECK made payable to Catholic Faith Appeal
with St. John XXIII in the memo can be placed
in the white envelopes in the Narthex and the
donation will be sent to the Catholic Faith Appeal.

e GIFT OF SECURITIES - Federal tax laws allow a
charitable deduction for the full market value of
the appreciated securities on the date of your gift.

e IRA - In 2020 the law changed, requiring those
72 years and older to begin taking a required
minimum distribution (RMD) from their indi-
vidual retirement account (IRA). However, only
those who will turn 70% (born on or after July
1, 1949) in 2020 or later may wait until age 72
to begin taking required distributions. If you are
currently receiving RMDs (or should be) because
you are over age 70%, you must continue
taking these RMDs. For traditional accounts this
income is taxable! To avoid paying taxes on this
income while also meeting the obligation of the
RMD, you may designate the distribution as a gift
directly from the IRA custodian to the CFA. You
can donate up to $100,000 and married couples
can donate up to $200,000 if the spouse has a
separate IRA.
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NURSING MINISTRY

A NOTE REGARDING:

CALLING 911

from

St. John XXIl|
Property

Please avoid giving anyone who may need 911
assistance from the fire department or the
paramedics, ANY TYPE OF LIQUID OR FOOD.

They specifically request this in case blood needs
to be drawn for a lab test. Also, people may tend
to get sicker when they drink or eat anything.

It is good to know that if assistance arrives for
an assessment, but the patient does NOT have
to transported, there is NO charge for the
assessment. We usually recommend letting them
come and make their assessment because then
they can make an objective decision.

It certainly has saved lives in the past!

Thank You

from your Faith Community Parish Nurse Team!

| PAGE12 |

TUESDAY, JULY 9
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Doors open at 5:30pm
Games begin at 6:30pm

1 book of game cards is 520

2 books of game cards is S35

Daubers cost 51

Each game pack includes 18 chances to win!
Food and snacks available for purchase.

MUST BE 21 TO PLAY

All proceeds will go to a charity in our community.

COLLECTION
church parking lot

—

-

NON-PERISHABLE

SATURDAY, JULY 13
10AM-1PM

DS

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

=

o
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Mary Ann Deas

‘o

On behalf of the parish staff, we honor Mary Ann Deas on
her 20 Year Anniversary at St. John XXIIl. We are going to
miss her smiling face at the front desk in the parish office.
We wish Mary Ann a well deserved happy retirement and
thank her for all memories and dedicated service to our
parish community. WE LOVE YOU!

fmankum.
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SEPARATION/DIVORCE
PRAYER FOR SAFETY
During Hurricane Season S ORT GROUP

Through November 30

Oh God, Master of this passing
world, hear the humble voices

of your children. The Sea of
Galilee obeyed Your order and SUNDAY, JULY 14

returned to its former quietude. 9AM - PARISH LIFE CENTER
Room: St. Michael

You are still the Master of land

and sea. We live in the shadow You are welcome to attend at any time in whatever
ofa danger over which we have stage of separation/divorce you are in.
. e Join our next session, Sunday, July 14 at 9:00am
ngncgzzrg,/"ytgiz,iuiﬁazkgxai;o;%ﬁid in the Parish Life Center, room St. Michael.
4
its seeming lethargy, overstep For more information contact:
its conventional boundaries, Carole Wheeler-Antle (239) 850-7443
invade our land, and spread email: cdwantle819@gmail.com

chaos and disaster.

During this hurricane season we

turn to You, Oh loving Father. Spare C%yé/y 6% %&/JMMJW
us from past tragedies whose :
memories are still so vivid and WHAT'S NEW?

whose wounds seem to refuse to

heal with passing of time. at . | f N -
Oh Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our - \ | o | L E
beloved Mother, we ask you to R :

plead with your Son on our behalf,
so that spared from the calamities FO U RTH ANNUAL
common to this area and animated Charity Golf Tournament
‘e will walk n the footsteps
we will walk in the footsteps Friday, September 27, 2024
of your Divine Son to reach the THE CLUB AT RENAISSANCE

heavenly Jerusalem,where a
stormless eternity awaits us.

=N SCAN the QR
code for more
information or

register at:

KC23.org/golf

Amen
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Calling ALL Women to Save thesDATE

NOVEMBER 1-3, 2024
10th Annual Women’s Retreat
For more information contact:

JUDY FENNELL (701) 361-8826 ,
judyfennell1959@gmail.com A Heart Like M&li’y

FYI: We will provide the form in late August’s bulletin.

Interested in becoming Catholic or
receiving any of the Sacraments?

OCIA is the program designed to provide a solid formation for anyone considering
becoming Catholic. If you or someone you know is discerning how they can become
more fully part of the Church, please complete the form below and place it in the
collection basket. Alternatively, please call the parish office at: 239-561-2245, option 3.

r----------------------------------1

I would like to learn more about the process of becoming Catholic or receiving |
my sacraments. Please have someone contact me to explain the program in |
more detail. - Thank You l

EMAIL ADDRESS:

1
I
I
i 1
I I
1 1
I I
| CELL or HOME PHONE #: |
I I
I 1
1 1
L i
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HAPPENINGS

Prayer for Safety During Hurricane Season: Hurricane
Season continues until November 30. All are encouraged
to pray for protection from the storms that can and
have threatened Southwest Florida. The devastation, as
witnessed by Hurricane lan, reinforces the fact that we
need to pray for God’s protection and care during these
next months.

Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).

Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.

4KIDS Brings Hope: The 4KIDS model and paradigm extends
Hope, Homes, and Healing to children and families across 13
Florida counties. Hope is experienced through preventative
based care. Homes are open to children in foster care. And
Healing is made possible for children and families who
have experienced trauma with the help of training and
therapeutic care. Here is how 4KIDS brings Hope, Homes,
and Healing to those in need. For more information, please
call (239) 266-8354 or visit https://www.4kids.us/4kidsswfl

Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that
all employees and those volunteers who work with children
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering.
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed: Catholic Charities is
in need of volunteers for our Food Pantry, located at
4235 Michigan Link Avenue in Ft. Myers. Help is needed
Wednesday 8:30am-11am and/or Thursday 8:30am - 12pm
noon. On Wednesdays we bag the food and receive the
delivery. Thursdays is the actual distribution with bagging
also occurring. If you would like to help, please contact
Mike Vega mike.vega@catholiccharitiesdov.org or call
(239)270-3291

Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions,
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel
Helpline at (941) 412-5860

Join a Prayer Group: “Who is Jesus to you? A picture or a
statue? Is He flesh and blood to you? We are a group of
women who gather to meditate on the Gospels, to develop
a personal relationship with the Living Word Himself. To
share our experience of the Word, apply it concretely to our
daily lives, and provide spiritual support to one another. In
short, to “know” Jesus intimately through prayer according
to Catholic Tradition and the Doctors of the Church. “Come
taste and see the goodness of the Lord.”Interested? Gospel
Encounter meets twice monthly in the afternoons on the
second and fourth Wednesdays. Contact Peggy Kepple
(734) 223-8151 or email peggykepple@yahoo.com for
more information.

Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website:
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org

| PAGE16 |

Umendment 4
FREE

Juaining Oppotunity
SATURDAY, JULY 27
9:00 am - 3:00pm

We're excited to invite you to join the Florida
Physicians Against Amendment 4 for an expert
communications training, described by one of
your fellow doctors as “the best training | have
attended since graduating residency.” This is
aninvaluable opportunity that is FREE OF COST
and the session takes place in Miami, Florida on
Saturday, July 27 from 9am-3pm.

Hundreds of doctors have found the training
beneficial to all areas of their practice, and in
addition to specifically preparing them for media
appearances with reporters across the political
spectrum as well as for conversations with
colleagues and friends.

Florida doctors and medical professionals of all
types (including med students) are welcome at
this day-long expert training. Come and learn
the specifics of Amendment 4, which could
allow for abortions up to birth and do away
with basic health and safety standards for
abortionists. The training will equip you
to respond to tough questions and speak
with the press to raise concerns about how
this measure could affect your patients and
your ability to provide them with excellent
healthcare. We hope you can join us.

Sign up NOW

https://aaplog.wildapricot.org/
event-576300



FLORIDA BISHOPS OPPOSE
Extreme Abortion Amendment

Vote No on Amendment 4

Florida Amendment 4, which will appear on Florida’s November 2024
ballot, is an extreme proposal that legalizes fullterm abortion with no
protections for the preborn child, including when the child is capable of
feeling pain. This proposed amendment to our state constitution would
prohibit all restrictions on abortion before viability and create a broad
exception that any healthcare provider could exploit to allow abortion
up to birth.

Furthermore, the amendment would effectively overturn or seriously
jeopardize common-sense state laws that have regulated abortion for
years. These include basic health and safety requirements for clinics
where abortions are performed, requiring a physician to perform abor-
tions, informed consent requirements, laws limiting public funding of
abortion, and parental consent requirements before a minor’s abortion.*
These risks demonstrate the extreme nature of the amendment.

We urge all Floridians of goodwill to stand against the legalization of late-
term abortion and oppose the abortion amendment. In doing so, we will
not only protect the weakest, most innocent, and defenseless of human
life among us but also countless women throughout the state from the
harms of abortion.

Human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is the foundation
of a moral vision of society. Direct attacks on innocent persons are never
morally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our state, human
life is repeatedlybeing destroyed by abortion. Over 84,000 vulnerable
and voiceless children were aborted in Florida in 2023.

This matter concerning the respect for human dignity and the funda-
mental value of human life is of grave importance to both our Church
and our state. The threat of abortion remains our pre-eminent public
policy priority. Therefore, we support a coordinated campaign to
mobilize against the proposed amendment.

Most Rev. Gerald M. Barbarito
Diocese of Palm Beach

Most Rev. William A. Wack, CSC
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Most Rev. Thomas G. Wenski
Archdiocese of Miami

Most Rev. Gregory L. Parkes
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Most Rev. John G. Noonan
Diocese of Orlando

Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane
Diocese of Venice

Most Rev. Erik T. Pohimeier Most Rev. Enrique E. Delgado
Diocese of St. Augustine Archdiocese of Miami

* Florida law distinguishes between parental consent prior to a minor’s
abortion (Ch. 390.01114(5) which would be invalidated by Amendment
4 and parental notice of a minor’s abortion (Ch. 390.01114(4)), which
would be retained.

Tk 1ayen

TO DEFEAT

AMENDMENT 4:

Ever-living God, you give life
and desire a future for all your
children. Take hold of our nation,
state and community and awaken
in every heart awe for the gift of
life. Send your Spirit to strengthen
us with wisdom and fortitude as
we defend mothers and children
in Florida from laws that disregard
their health and safety.

Mary and Joseph trusted in you
and welcomed Jesus into our
broken world. God Almighty, we
ask their intercession to protect
the preborn and their mothers,
and to guide all parents in rais-
ing their children. May they help
us build a civilization of love
by upholding the sacredness of
life and accompanying pregnant
women in need.

We ask this through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Our Lady, Mother of the Family,
pray for us! St. Joseph, Protector
of the Unborn, pray for us!












