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March 10, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Lent

“Whoever lives by
the truth comes into
the light, so that it
may be seen plainly
that what they have
done has been done
in the sight of God.”

-John 3:21

St. John XXIII Catholic Parish in Fort Myers, Inc. a Florida non-profit corporation



The Mission of St. John XXI1I Catholic Church is to actively engage all those
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to
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St. Columbkille
239-489-3973

Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161

Lee Memorial Hospital
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
e 8:00 AM t Lelio DeSantis by his family

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
e 8:00 AM T Lorraine Ballarin by Mary Theresa Palma

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
e 8:00 AM * Christina Hillsman by Lou Cooper

SATURDAY, MARCH 16

e 8:00 AM t James Reilly by Linda Dwyer

e 4:00 PM t Ralph Emanuel by his wife, Nancy
e 8:00 PM t All Souls - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, MARCH 17

e 7:15 AM * Mari Cheslik by her family

e 9:15 AM t Archille DeSanctis by Flavia DeSanctis
e 11:15 AM ¥ Donald Laux by his wife, Susan

e 1:30 PM t Ana Rouse by Cianit Lopez

*%%*MASS INTENTION UPDATE* * * *

The Mass Book for 2024 is almost full. Please know we have
another option of “Unannounced Masses.” This means the
particular intention under the Unannounced Masses will be given
to a religious or retired priest of DOV to be celebrated at a time of
their choosing. Please call the parish office for more details.

MARCH 17, 2024 - READINGS

+ 1ST READING JER 31:31-34

+ PSALM PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15
+ 2ND READING HEB 5:7-9

+ GOSPEL JOHN 12:20-33
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March 10, 2024

The
St. John XXIlI
Administrator

Fr. Gay

Nicodemus came to Jesus at night to find the truth about Jesus. The words
of Jesus brought light to him. The gospel this weekend is a portion of the 3rd
chapter of John’s gospel.

“Everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the
light so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes
to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God”- John 3:20 &21

| came across a funny story on the internet: There was a ‘desert nomad’ who
woke up hungry in the middle of the night. He lit a candle and began to eat dates
from a bowl! beside his bed. He took a bite from one and saw a worm in it, so he
threw it out of the tent. He bit another one, found another worm and threw it
out as well. Tried another one, it was the same. Finally, reasoning that he would
not have any dates left to eat if he continued to look for worms, he blew out the
candle and quickly ate the rest of the dates.

Most often we tend to have the same or similar attitude towards Truth like that
of the nomad. We like to consume infested realities as truth by concealing under
the term “freedom.” Jesus makes it clear that everything about truth is to be
seen clearly as done in God, not with vested interests. There is zero tolerance
in proclaiming the Truth. The Truth is “God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life.” The Truth is given to us by grace not justified by our actions. The
more we become transparent to God, the more we are able to see the Truth.

On this Laetare Sunday, if we can find the truth, we will be joyful as mentioned
in the entrance antiphon for this Sunday “Rejoice Jerusalem, and all who love
her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning. Exult and be satisfied at her consoling
breast.”

This week, Fr. Michael Young is back with us. Take a moment to welcome him and
continue to pray for his good health and ministry.

| highly recommend that everyone register and attend the Eucharistic Conference
on Saturday, March 16th at Bishop Verot High School, Fort Myers.

‘]7 God Bless, e Reading 1: 2 Chronicles 36: 14-16,
( Fr. Jay Raju 19-23
| \\ _.--«\I‘ ,
55 O c’%b,“____:_\_ 3 ® Reading 11: Ephesians 2:4-10
”,:f\ 'Y o Gospel: John 3:14-21
J )
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Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

ST. Joun XXIII

Catholic Church

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer
Laura Ford

Nancy Hall
Leonard Hall
Barbi Cooper
Scott Dugan Abby Newsome
Braden O’Halloran Collin Carnel
Infant Anthony Vardaan Russ Aubrey
Steve Lane MaryAnn Hemmer
Kathleen Fontaine Girard Cugini

Lucy DeRose Edward Virtue
Cynthia & William Ray & Janie Sucik

EASTER SCHEDULE

2027

L%O/y (Week

ADORATION CHAPEL
Monday - Wednesday open 8:30am-3:45pm

Sandy Szymanski Karen Racz
JoAnne Walsh Jill Louden
William Bissett Darlene Kepshire
Jim Chartrand Crystal Heim

Chuck McCallum
Bill Mackie
Julia Reitz

Debbie Glittone
Mimi Weaver
Linda Anderson

Thursday - Sunday: CLOSED

Easter Monday April 1: open 8:30am-3:45pm

(Please note the Parish Office is Closed)

HOLY THURSDAY - MARCH 28
Morning Prayer: 8:00am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:00pm
Adoration: 8:00pm - 10:30pm in the
Parish Life Center

GOQOD FRIDAY - MARCH 29
Morning Prayer: 8:00am
Stations of the Cross: 2:15pm
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: 3:00pm
Vietnamese Passion Service: 8:00pm

HOLY SATURDAY - MARCH 30
Morning Prayer: 8:00am
Blessing of Food: 8:30am
Easter Vigil Mass: 8:00pm

EASTER SUNDAY - MARCH 31
Masses: 7:15am, 9:15am, 11:15am
Spanish Mass: 1:30pm
Vietnamese Mass: 4:00pm

3k 3k 3k 3k >k sk 5k 3k sk %k >k 3k 5k >k sk 5k >k sk 5k 3k 3k 5k 3k sk 5k sk sk 5k 3k %k %k sk sk ok kosk ok k ok

DIVINE MERCY - APRIL 7

Reconciliation: 1:00pm (Church)
Mass: 3:00pm (Church)

Marshall Conner

Kristen Lipp

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month.
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to
the prayer book in the Narthex.

The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Join our ePrayer community and give the gift of prayer. Register
at: https://johnxxiii.net/e-prayer/

@%/mw}'z/f/ %Mf/ o%ww/ (e

You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week.
Please inquire in the parish office.

(@myym/ for Slomal OCZj%g

Life is changed, not ended.
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!

Angelo Scaccia
Marie Percheski

Tabornacte Gundle

In appreciation for the time and talents
given to the 17th Annual St. John XXl
Women’s Guild Fashion Show.

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:

myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app
store for myparish. You can also text the word
“APP” to 88202!
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Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, March 11

Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
Saving Women & Their Babies: Main Hall - 11am
Craftie Ladies: Villas - 1pm

KofC Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 5pm
Handbell Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm

Tuesday, March 12

Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am

Walking w/ Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
Bingo: Main Hall (Doors open 5:30pm/Games 6:30pm)
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm
AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Wednesday, March 13

Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
Walking w/ Purpose: ZOOM - 10am
Faith Formation Session 1: PLC - 4:15pm

Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm

Faith Formation Session 2: PLC - 6:15pm

MSYG Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm

Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm
Thursday, March 14
e Manor Care Mass - 10am

Mike Reese Class: Main Hall - 10am

Journey to Hope: St. Therese - 6pm

Adult Choir Rehearsal: Church - 6:30pm

Walking w/ Purpose: PLC Martha/Mary/ZOOM - 7pm
Friday, March 15
e Adoration Chapel open 8:30am-5:45pm

Stations of the Cross/Benediction: Church - 6pm

Mass of Remembrance: Chapel - 7pm

Way of the Cross (Spanish): Church - 7pm

Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm
Saturday, March 16
¢ Growing Rich in Mercy: Main Hall - 9am-12pm

KofC Food Drive: Outside - 10am-1pm

Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm

Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm kﬁ/
Sunday, March 17

7:15am, NOTE: 9:15am* Livestreamed & 11:15am

Bloodmobile: Parking Lot - 8am-1pm

Pre-School Bible Class: St. Susanna - 9:15am

RCIA: PLC/Martha/Mary/Bernadette - 10:15am

Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm

Carmelite Meetings: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1:30pm
Praise & Worship: Adoration Chapel - 4pm

| WELCOME |
Now Fvishionesns

Alex Gonzalez & Judy Zedreck
Nicholas & Judith Mathiowdis
Andrew & Marianne LaDuke
Ryan & Christina Moorehead

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, March 24, 2024
after the 11:15am Mass.

Registering at St. John XXIll is a declaration of your desire to be
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know
your email address or you can even update it on the parish
website: www.johnxxiii.net

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket.

Owy G‘%&/Ma/% @%wﬂ/m&/

PFC Bryan Bard

Sean Ball

Major Bart Boma

Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi

Sgt. Jared Gaudet

Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman

Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak

PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem

Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army

Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force

Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN

CPL Eric Lyons, USMC

Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army

Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

Sean Dryhurst US Navy

Lt. Amanda Macaluso

Anthony An Schroeder,

SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA

Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
BG Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army

2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army
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11 Bravo Infantry

Derrick Hambling, Army
Airborne Infantry

Maj. Paige Blevins USAF

Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN
Andrew Duffy, USSF

A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC
Sarah Lambert, USAF

2nd Lt. Jarod Pankau

2nd Lt. Curi Pankau

Charles Robert Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army
Ranger
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Currently, we are in the second year, the Parish Year, of a three
year National Eucharistic Revival initiated by the Bishops of the
United States. The purpose of the Eucharistic Revival is to reinvig-
orate love and reverence for the Holy Eucharist in our Diocese,
in our parishes, our families, and in our own individual lives!
With that in mind, | heartily encourage you to participate in, the
2024 Diocese of Venice Eucharistic Conference, being held:

Saturday, March 16, at Bishop Verot High School
(5598 Sunrise Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919)

The theme of this Conference is “The Holy Eucharist: Center of
Our Parishes, Our Families, Our Lives”. Inspirational talks will be
presented by nationally renowned Catholic speakers, highlighted
by the Keynote Speaker, Steven Ray. There will be presentations in
Spanish and English.

The “bookends” of the day will be adoration and the celebration of
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. There will also be opportunities for
Confession, space set aside for private Adoration, as well as time
to visit Catholic vendors, and to eat and visit with brothers and
sisters in Christ from parishes throughout our Diocese.

For more information, or to register, please see the Eucharistic
Conference page at:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/eucharistic-conference-2024

Won’t you join us for this important celebration of the Presence of
Christ in the Holy Eucharist? | look forward to seeing you!

This opportunity is taken to extend to you the assurances of my
continued consideration and prayers for you and for your work in
the Lord’s vineyard.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Venice in Florida




Steven Ray, Keynote Speaker

English and Spanish Sessions!

Bishop Verot High School
5598 Sunrise Drive
Fort Myers, Florida

QR Code to register!
For more information contact:

Jim Gontis, 941-486-4754
gontis@dioceseofvenice.org

dioceseofvenice.org/
eucharistic-conference-2024

Bishop Frank J. Dewane



TUESDAY, MARCH 12
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Doors open at 5:30pm
Games begin at 6:30pm

1 book of game cards is 520

2 books of game cards is 535

Daubers cost 51

Each game pack includes 18 chances to win!
Food and snacks available for purchase.

MUST BE 21 TO PLAY

All proceeds will go to a charity in our community.

JOURNEY TO

;Zain QUL NEXT MEETING!

Thursday, March 14 - 6pm
PARISH LIFE CENTER

St. Therese Classroom

This family support group for mental health
challenges meets on the second Thursday of
each month at 6pm in the Parish Life Center in
room, St. Therese. The next meeting will take
place on Thursday, March 14.

Help is available by phone for those in crisis.
For local response, call Mobile Crisis Response
Team at 844-395-4432 or National Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline at 988

| PAGES |

\/ERI AS
WHY IT IS

IMPORTANT

A beautiful transformation of faith
and fellowship:

Transformation is the reason why youth ministry
is taking kids to camp. Spending time in nature,
doing simple activities, and building face to face
relationships are exactly what our children need
today. Learning our beautiful Catholic traditions
and celebrating them daily gives the kids a different
outlook on why we do what we do as Catholics.

Camp Veritas Is completely run by volunteers. There
are no paid positions. All the money goes to support
the kids and their Catholic faith. In fact, most
volunteers take a week off of work to volunteer.

Overnight Camp Details:
e Lake Placid, Florida - June 9 to 14
e Forages12to 18

e Registration has begun and early bird pricing
ends April 1, 2024

e S$550 per camper (includes housing, food, and
activities. Does not include transportation to
and from)

Registration
OPEN NOW

A week long sleep away for
Catholic Teens ages 12-18,
with adoration, engaging
talks, praise, worship, team
building actitivies and so
much more!

Wwww.campveritas.org



YOUNG ADULT
& YOouTH

inistries

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Rooted at St. John XXIlI

We are reformatting the Rooted Ministry and looking for
small group leaders. If you have a small group idea and
would like to meet on the first Thursday of each month
7pm -8:30pm, please contact Kelly Evers.

Here are a few group ideas:

e Rooted in College
e Rooted Special Needs
e Rooted 20 years of age to 30

e Rooted and Married
(children welcome)

e Rooted 30 years of age to 55

Confirmation Program:

Our next session is March 10

e 1st Year Study: Apologetics, how to explain our faith.
- In the Parish Life Center.

e 2nd Year Study: Ministry Guide, how will | stay con-
nected to the church after Confirmation.

High School Youth Group

All High School students and friends are welcome to
attend our gatherings on select Sunday mornings in
the Parish Life Center between the 9:15am & 11:15am
Masses. (4/14, 5/12)

Middle School Youth Group

Visit our Parish website at johnxxiii.net under the
Education tab to see dates and topics. High School
Youth are welcome to attend to earn volunteer hours
as mentors.

Youth Councill

Mission statement: To challenge and equip children of
God with the tools to inspire and disciple others while
giving a voice to young leaders to serve, love, and
grow with St John XXIlII Community.

Volunteer Opportunities

Scan this code with your mobile
device photo app to be directed
to the sign up genius webpage for
opportunities to volunteer.

RCIA

A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the
Catholic Church....

The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults
who are considering it.

For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcame to Fasticipate!

Yoclien, QUESTIONS

We would like to invite parishioners to share in
the RCIA experience by making them aware of
the Reflection Questions that the participants
are discussing each week.

Below are some upcoming reflections:
3/10 - The Lord’s Prayer

As you reflect on the events of your life this week,
how has God made His presence known to you as
your Father? How did you respond?

3/17 - The Meaning of Holy Week

What two sacraments were instituted by Christ
on Holy Thursday? How are they linked, and
why is one called “the Source and Summit of the
Christian Life”?

4/7 - Conversion: Life-long Process

Where and how do you feel God calling you on
your faith journey: At home/family, at work, in
your parish, community?

4/14 - Role of the Laity

How is God calling you to get involved at St. John
XXIIl, using your unique skills and talents?

4/14 - Family Life

At what age did you know without a doubt that
there was a God? Who helped you to discover
that you are a child of God - and how can you be
that person for someone else?

| PAGE9 |



Fenights of Columbus
The Gift of GIVING

The Knights of Columbus want to thank all the parishioners
that supported our Amaryllis flower sales at Christmas. It’s due
to your support to help save the life of babies we were able to
provide funding to these two wonderful organizations.

As we journey the 40 Days for Life, please keep all the wonderful
organizations that support our belief in your prayers.

“The bulb we purchased from the Knights
of Columbus is gorgeously blooming! | want
to thank the Knights of Columbus and show
them how beautifully their bulb bloomed.
And another stalk is set to follow the first!”

- Laura Warren, Parishioner

NAMIWalks is the annual fundraiser that enables our
local National Alliance on Mental lliness office to resource
individuals, families and the community at large while
also raising awareness. NAMI’s education, support, and
advocacy assists individuals and their families who live with
a mental health condition by providing a helpline, support
groups, classes, volunteer training, and Crisis Intervention
Training (CIT) to local law enforcement to enable the
best evidence-based response to a mental health crisis.
Nationally, NAMI advocates for policy changes to improve
accessibility of treatment.

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
5:00PM TO 6:30PM - PARISH LIFE CENTER

The Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry will take
place Friday, March 22 in the Parish Life Center,
serving from 5:00pm until 6:30pm. Fish Fry Dinner
includes french fries, roll/butter, coleslaw, dessert,
coffee and lemonade.

ADULTS: $15 children 12 & under: $10

LIMIT 200 TICKETS AVAILABLE. Tickets will be
available in the Narthex this weekend.
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ST. JouN XXIII

Catholic Church

Weekly Financials

03-03-24 03-05-23 Difference
Offertory $45,961.83 $55,804.22  ($9,842.39)
Building Fund 1,806.00 2,225.00 419.00
Total $47,767.83 $58,029.22 ($10,261.39)
Mass Attendance 4487 4462
Registered Families 3608 3718

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”

meeemememee-2024 Catholic Faith Appeal---—--------—----
2024 Goal $492,000.00
Pledge $171,259.58
Payments $99,587.24

P [anning Q/ou’z Wil

Remember St. John XXII|

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will is
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.

The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of S or % of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXl Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by
you and your attorney.

For more information,
qguestions, or wish to
consider a gift annuity
or trust for St. John
XXl Catholic Church,
then please email:

Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

REMINDERS FROM THE

DEPARTMENT

Envelopes:

Please use your envelopes whenever possible. If
using pink or green envelopes located at the back
door and welcome center in the Narthex, include
your envelope number. All registered parishio-
ners are provided an envelope number. Other-
wise, please fill in the envelope completely with
name and address. To keep cost down, please
notify us of any address changes or if you don’t
need them.

Credit Card Donations:

Please remember to update the parish office
with any changes to your card. Please call the
office if your card has expired or been compro-
mised. This will allow your donations to continue
without interruption.

Checks:

Please use only BLACK or BLUE ink when writing
checks. PINK, PURPLE, RED, etc. does not scan
well when deposited.

CFA: (Catholic Faith Appeal)

The large WHITE envelopes in the pews are for
the Catholic Faith Appeal. Please make checks
payable to the CFA.

Thank you for helping us save time
to keep our records accurate.
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ST. JouN XXIII

Catholic Church

General Announcements

Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings,
search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address.

St. John XXIII Flocknote: Sign up for updates at
StJohnXXIlICommunity.flocknote.com

Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIIl is now on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/

Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your
time and talent!

Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to
donate to our Offertory Fund and it will be processed.

Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John
XXIIl website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving

Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create
your FREE account by entering our parish code and your
email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee

Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request.

St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel Hours are Monday-
Friday 8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm.
Fridays in Lent, the chapel is open 8:30am-5:45pm.
For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry please
visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/ or email:
stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com

Divorce/Separation Support Group: For more information
contact Carole Wheeler-Antle (239) 850-7443 or email:
cdwantle819@gmail.com

Human Trafficking Info: Human Trafficking can happen
to anyone, but some people are more vulnerable than
others. If you believe human trafficking may be occurring,
call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-
373-7888 or text HELP or INFO to BeFREE (233733)

Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing
your nonperishable items to church. These donations
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the
Narthex. Please check expiration dates.

Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIlI
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, and
social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the Parish.
It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations to use
this content for promotion or other purposes without the
express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII.
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COLLECTION
church parking lot

NON-PERISHABLE

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
10AM-1PM

= INATY o

“—

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

SUNDAY, MARCH 17 - 4:00PM
St. Luke Adoration Chapel

Come join our Praise & Worship Ministry in
the St. Luke Adoration Chapel on Sunday,
March 17 at 4:00pm, and sing a joyful song
to the Lord in the presence of Jesus.

ALL ARE WELCOME: No choir experience
necessary, just a loving prayerful heart.

For more information, contact:
Gaby Frei at gabriela@gabrielafrei.com

We look forward
to seeing you and
praising the Lord
together! Use this
QR code to access
the music.




Prayer Vigils

EVERY TUESDAY
Through March 19 e 12:00pm - 4:00pm
Closing Rally: Sunday, March 24

Location: Planned Parenthood

6418 COMMERCE PARK DR.
(Just off Daniels between Plantation & Metro Pkwy.)

A Prayer for the Respect and Dignity of All
Human Life: God of Life and Love you created us
in your image and sent your son to bring us life,
from conception to natural death. Empower us to
work for justice for the poor. Nourish us that we
may bring food to the hungry. Inspire us to cherish
the fragile life of the unborn. Strengthen us to
bring comfort to the chronically ill. Teach us to
treat the aging with dignity and respect. Bring us
one day into the glory of everlasting life. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. AMEN.

If you would like to be kept up to date please join
our email list at: respectlifejohn23@gmail.com or
call the parish office at (239) 561-2245
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AODAYS FORLIFE
Pain of Abortion

Maureen Nash - Respect Life Ministry

DID YOU KNOW THAT MOST
WOMEN DID NOT WANT TO
HAVE AN ABORATION?

WHAT THEN DRIVES WOMEN
TO GET AN ABORTION?

Most women who get abortions do so as a result
of panic, fear, pressure, coercion. A study from
the Charlotte Lozier Institute shows that more
than two-thirds of women who had abortions did
not want to. 60% of women who had abortions
report high levels of pressure to abort from one
or more sources, a boyfriend, even parents, (the
grandmother or grandfather of the baby), peer
pressure, or financial concerns. These women
had no support from anyone, just the opposite.
They were encouraged or coerced. Women
report a range of emotions and side effects after
an abortion. This can include:

e 67% of women described their abortions as
accepted but inconsistent with their values.

Only 33% identified their abortions as wanted.

e 60% would have preferred to give birth if they
had received either more emotional support or
had financial support

e Depression after abortion
e Thoughts of suicide after abortion

e Feelings of grief, anxiety, sadness, lowered self-
esteem

e Regret after abortion
e Sexual dysfunction after abortion

e Avoidance of emotional attachment after
abortion.

e Flashbacks after abortion

The good news is that there is help for these
women. Forgiveness, hope and healing after
an abortion is available. If you or someone you
know is carrying the pain of abortion, past or
present, contact Project Rachael 888-456-4673
or Support After Abortion. 844-289-4673

Please join us for an hour, or whatever time you
can spare each Tuesday at Planned Parenthood:
6418 Commerce Park Dr. between 12noon- 4pm
to pray and support those moms that are in crisis.

Remember, the NO-SHOW appointment rate
goes up to as much as 75% when we are out on
the sidewalk.



Faced with Loss - By Bill Cushnie

When someone we love dies, it is inevitable that
questions of faith and spirituality arise. For some, faith
is challenged, for some it is dashed, for some it is a
comfort, and for some it is a new exploration.

Allow for the search for meaning within the grieving
individual’s religious or spiritual values. Listen without
judgment or advice. If they are angry with God, or
confused, simply acknowledge by saying, “It’s hard to
believe at a time like this.” Each individual will work
through this search in there own way, and in their
own time.

Each of us grieves differently. Additionally, individuals
grieve different losses differently. Be flexible, and
gentle with yourself and others, and allow the grief and
mourning to unfold naturally.

Remember that for the young child, play is the focus of
their world. Play is spiritually uplifting for a child. Children
grieve in spurts, and may move quickly from sadness to
play, and back again. By playing during somber times,
they are not intending to be disrespectful, nor should
we assume they are ‘OK,” and not grieving. Play helps
children cope and heal. Join them if you are up to it, and
always make it OK for them.

Seek the help of a grief counselor if you or your child’s
spiritual struggle doesn’t soften. Support groups where
others are experiencing some of the same struggles are
often very helpful.

Include children in the rituals that surround death:
funerals, memorial services, burials. They should never
be forced, but included as appropriate to age. The very
young may just attend with a loving adult. The adolescent
may read a poem or speak. Excluding a child from these
rituals does not protect them. Including them helps start
their healing journey.

Create new rituals that touch the spiritual side. Anything
from lighting candles, to releasing balloons with notes,
to quiet time at a grave side visit, to reminiscing with
family and friends, to laying a flower on an altar. Rituals
affirm landmarks in our lives — birthdays, anniversaries,
weddings, baptisms, etc. The loss of someone we love is
also a landmark in our lives and deserves the attention
rituals give.

Faith and/or spirituality are a part of life and contribute
to our mental health and ability to survive hardship.
However spirituality takes form in your beliefs, embrace
it for yourself, and nurture it in others, as they seek
peace and comfort at such critical times in life.
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VIDEO MINISTRY

We would like to thank the members of our Video
Ministry for all their hard work ensuring we have
Masses streamed to Facebook and our Website
each Sunday, as well as, special feast days.

Video Ministry includes:

e Paul Kielmeyer e Jake Spanberger
e Tony Gravatte e Mark Bellis
e Tim Wells e Dean Saucier

e Damian Hanley

In addition, thank you Fr. Angelo for streaming Mass
each Saturday from your home. We are grateful to
reach so many of our members and their friends
who may be homebound, in the hospital or in their
northern homes.

Join the Team!

If you are interested in joining the ministry, please
email holly@johnxxiii.net

jnfo’zmation We[)sites

Below are suggested websites to stay current on
what is happening in the Catholic church:

WHISPERS IN THE LOGGIA: whispersintheloggia.blogspot.com
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE: www.catholicnews.com

CRUX: cruxnow.com

BISHOP BARRON: www.wordonfire.org

FR. RICHARD ROHR: cac.org/category/daily-meditations



goint Event in the Panish cfife Center

THURSDAY, MARCH 21 ¢ 6:00PM
FEATURING: FR. LARRY RICHARDS

“Living the Easter Joy” - $25 per person: Includes wine, beer and
appetizers. Doors open at 6pm. Presentation is from 7:15-8:30pm.
Tickets are limited and will NOT be available at the door.

fRegistfzationfRequiﬁzeJ faithandale.com « faithandwineleecounty.com

The large Sneaker in the Narthex marks the start

of our 17th Annual Sneaker Drive to supply
so LES so U Ls needy kids with shoes in time for the start of the

new school year. This fundraiser is sponsored by

° the W ’s Guild of St. John XXIII Ch hi
17th Annual Sneaker Drive support of our Outreach Ministry.

Sponsored by the Women’s Guild of St. John XXl Please take an envelope from the sneaker display
S table, enclose your donation, and return it by
(In support of our Outreach Ministry) mail or in the collection basket at Mass. Last year

N OW 332 children benefitted from your generosity!

Active registered parishioners in need of re-
turn-to-school shoes for their child, please

TH ROUG H complete the request form below and email to:
Stellamccaffrey@aol.com or mail to the parish
MARCH 31 office. Forms must be received no later than

March 31, 2024. Return-addressed envelopes
are available on the Sneaker Display Table in
the Narthex.

REQUEST FORM FOR: SNEAKERS & BACKPACKS

PARENT'S NAME PHONE # EMAIL
Check One
Child's First Name GENDER AGE | s1ZE | [ Kid | Adult BACKPACK | GRADE
| BOY | GIRL | size | size ||| YES [ NO |




ANNUAL Schedue:

11:30am: Bunny Dance Party with DJ Steve
(cookies and lemonade will be served)

e a s te r e gg 11:50am: Raffle Drawing Winners

12:00pm: Easter Prayer and instruction with
Easter Egg Hunt siren to follow.

We are requesting stuffed egg donations filled with

.. h —_— : _ - -E- P prizes or candy. The donation box is located in the
turd ay, March 23 Narthex. PLEASE NO CHOCOLATE - IT MELTS!

x 10+

Ve
Y v

EASTER EGG HUNT RULES
Do not start until the siren sounds.

e Every child gets a minimum of 5 eggs, once every child has 5 then you can
collect more.

¢ |If a child does not have 5eggs, children around them must share.

EASTER EGG HUNT BY AGE GROUPS

0-3 in small grass area between the church and drive up portico.

4-6 in the grass area in front of parish office next to the St. Michael Memorial.
7-9 in field in front of church under the flagpole.

10 and up- is in the field behind the Parish Life Center across from the St. Patrick
Memorial Garden.
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HAPPENINGS

Decline to Sign Petition: Abortion activists are working
to gather petition signatures to have a pro-abortion
constitutional amendment placed on the statewide ballot
in the November 2024 election. To do so, they need nearly
900,000 signatures. Floridian Catholics should not sign the
petition as we approach the November elections.

Join a Prayer Group: “Who is Jesus to you? A picture or a
statue? Is He flesh and blood to you? We are a group of
women who gather to meditate on the Gospels, to develop
a personal relationship with the Living Word Himself. To
share our experience of the Word, apply it concretely to our
daily lives, and provide spiritual support to one another. In
short, to “know” Jesus intimately through prayer according
to Catholic Tradition and the Doctors of the Church. “Come
taste and see the goodness of the Lord.”Interested? Gospel
Encounter meets twice monthly in the afternoons on the
second and fourth Wednesdays. Contact Peggy Kepple
(734) 223-8151 or email peggykepple@yahoo.com for
more information.

St. Patrick’s Day Concert: Enjoy a festive concert on Sunday,
March 17 at 3pm, featuring Tommy O and Lee Van Asten.
Location: lona Hall, St. Columbkille Catholic Church, 12171
lona Road, Ft. Myers. No tickets required. A free-will offering
will be taken. For more information, call (239) 489-3973

BVHS Presents Mary Poppins: Performances March 21, 22
and 23 at 7pm and March 24 at 2pm. Location: Bishop Verot
Anderson Theater, 5598 Sunrise Drive, Fort Myers. Pre-sale
tickets are available now. General Admission is $10, S5 for
students. For more information, call (239) 274-6700

Southwest Florida Concert Band: Join us for Sunday
concerts at South Fort Myers High School, 14020 Plantation
Rd. Ft. Myers. The March 24 concert is “Songs of the Sea”. All
concerts start at 2pm and are FREE with donations accepted.
For more information: southwestfloridaconcertband.org

Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).

Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.

Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions,
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel
Helpline at (941) 412-5860

Good Counsel Camp: Summer adventures await at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Camp in Floral City, FL. This is a co-ed
overnight camp which is owned and operated by the Catholic
Diocese of St. Petersburg. All Children 7-15 years of age are
invited to attend. One and two week sessions are currently
offered at affordable prices. All information is available on
the camp website at www.goodcounselcamp.org or by
emailing the camp director at: info@goodcounselcamp.org

e

ST MARTIN DE PORRES

ST. MARTIN DEPORRES (SMDP) OUTREACH
needs your help to continue to serve the poor
and needy in the Tice region of Fort Myers. WE
NEED 15-30 VOLUNTEERS DAILY to feed and
clothe the needy in this area and 4 volunteers
daily (Monday-Thursday) to assist children in
breaking the cycle of poverty.

Our mission is all about connection to each
needy person, to allow them to be heard, and
to get them the specific help or training that
they need to “get on their feet”. You will find
yourself volunteering alongside many who
were or are on the other side of this assistance.
If you are interested in serving weekly, monthly
or even just once with food or clothing or once/
week to work with children from kindergarten
to 4th grade, contact our Operations Manager,
Lisa Munkelwitz or Founder, Fernando Castillo
at 239-693-4711

Wo cNéed (%M& C%éé

e Cook for 60+ individuals 10:30am-2:30pm,
Monday-Friday.

e Serve and clean up from 2:30pm-6pm,
Monday- Friday.

¢ Help 100 needy families on Friday mornings.

- Organize clothing donations and hand
them out.

- Give groceries.

e After School Program that helps young
children complete their homework and
develop language skills-volunteer one day/
week, 3-5:45pm, Monday-Thursday.

e Committee works to plan, update and enlarge
our building to better serve all of our clients.

e Retirees are the backbone of making this
process possible. Come join!

e Help connect patrons to services beyond
our doors.
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