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S E C O N D  S U N DAY  O F

Advent
- 1 JOHN 3:18 

"For God so loved the world, 
He gave His only begotten son. 

Let us not love in word or speech 
but in deed and in truth."
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The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s

****MASS INTENTION UPDATE****
The Mass Book for 2024 is almost full. Please know we have 
another option of “Unannounced Masses.” This means the 
particular intention under the Unannounced Masses will be given 
to a religious or retired priest of DOV to be celebrated at a time of 
their choosing. Please call the parish office for more details.

DECEMBER 17, 2023 - READINGS 
•	 1ST READING 	 IS 61:1-2A, 10-11
•	 PSALM		  LK 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
•	 2ND READING	 1 THES 5:16-24  
•	 GOSPEL		  JN 1:6-8, 19-28

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
•	 8:00 AM ♥ Mary Ann Shuey by Jane Hoover    

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
•	 8:00 AM † Michael Cullen by his wife

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13
•	 8:00 AM † Hon. Edward Antonietti by Barbara         

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
•	 8:00 AM † Biagio Dente by The Dente Family 	

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
•	 8:00 AM † Mary Jo Schulte by her family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
•	 8:00 AM † Cheryl Kelly by Matt Curran 
•	 4:00 PM † Louise Jackson & Harold Downs 			

	             by William & Dorothy Jackson
•	 8:00 PM † All Souls - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
•	 7:15 AM † Maureen Greene by Caroline Reitz
•	 9:15 AM † Charles Salvano by Angela Smith 
•	 11:15 AM † Marcia Webber by Cass & Nicholas Hahn 
•	 1:30 PM † Missy Alarcon by her family - Spanish Mass

Blood Pressure
Checks by the Nurses

NEXT WEEKEND 
IN THE NARTHEX 
AFTER ALL MASSES
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII
Administrator

Dear Friends,
A week ago, Fr. Simon and I attended the Priests’ Convocation in Boca 
Grande, arranged by Bishop Dewane. At least 120 priests working in parishes 
throughout our diocese participated.  It was a wonderful time and experience 
of prayer, reflection, and fellowship. Fr. Jim Rafferty from the Institute of 
Priestly Formation was the main speaker on Priestly Identity and Spiritual 
health. One of the many reflections that inspired me was that Spiritual health 
is a matter of living in truth and (in) communion.    
Healthy spirituality strengthens the relationship with God. While trying to 
strengthen our relationship with God, we hear three voices- the voice of 
God, voice of oneself, and voice of Satan. Therefore, learning to reject Satan’s 
voice is a must (mandate) for growing in spirituality. During the season of 
Advent, we increase our spiritual health by paying due attention to what we 
should nurture and what we should reject. The readings on this Second week 
of Advent encourage us to prepare the way of the Lord. The second reading 
tells us how we can prepare ourselves at a personal level.  The gospel helps 
us to understand how our sacramental baptism must lead us toward baptism 
of repentance.    
Let us continue our journey to prepare ourselves for His coming!

God Bless You,
Fr. Jay Raju

•	 Reading 1: Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11

•	 Reading 11: 2 Peter 3:8-14

•	 Gospel: Mark 1:1-8



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Hono r i n g  You r  Lov e d  On e
You can honor or remember your loved ones by donating the 
Tabernacle Candle or Eucharistic Host for $15 for the week. 
Please inquire in the parish office. 

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer           
Ron Hudepohl  
Laura Ford 
Scott Dugan
Braden O’Halloran
Infant Anthony Vardaan 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William             
Carol Ferroli
Joe Caccamo
Mary Kay Bennett 
Joan Wallace
Kathleen Fontaine 
Jack Gannon
Elaine Schultz
Bill Bissett

Finn Harvey
Bob Harvey
Kelly Dean
Lucy Sloan Pautler
Myriam Mora
John Hagan
Antonio Reda
Bill Acini
Beverly Jean Pierce
Mary Ann Owen
Kristin Bentz
Linda Hilldinger
Mary Ann Russo
Cathy McManus
Daniel C.
Lucy DeRose
Helen Totte

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Join our ePrayer community and give the gift of prayer.  Register 
at: https://johnxxiii.net/e-prayer/

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Sara Yates

Prayers forEternal Life

PLEASE HELP OUR ACCOUNTING DEPAR TMENT BY 
INCLUDING YOUR ENVELOPE # ON YOUR DONATION

When you are writing 
a CHECK for your 
donation please only 
use BLACK or BLUE 
INK because other 
colors DO NOT show 
up when they are 
scanned at the bank.
                 Thank You
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Advent
R E C O N C I L I A T I O N

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
Our Advent Reconciliation Service 

with Individual Confessions is 
at 7pm in the church.

ADVENT PRAYER
2ND SUNDAY 

All-powerful, most holy, most 
high, supreme God: all good, 

supreme good, totally good, You 
Who alone are good, may we give 
You all praise, all glory, all thanks, 
all honor, all blessing, and all good.  

So be it! So be it!

  Amen

Prepa r e  t h eWay



Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army

Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
CPL Eric Lyons, USMC 
Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
2nd Lt. Jarod Pankau
2nd Lt. Curi Pankau
Charles Robert Connolly, US Navy
PFC Abner Casiano, US Army 
Ranger
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, December 11
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
•	 Craftie Ladies: PLC/ St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm
•	 KofC Meeting: PLC/ St. Martha & St. Mary - 5pm ____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, December 12
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am 
•	 Walking with Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm
•	 Advent Reconciliation Service with Individual 	

Confessions: Church - 7pm
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, December 13
•	 Individual Confessions: Church - 8:30am
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
•	 Walking with Purpose: ZOOM - 10am  
•	 Faith Formation Session 1: PLC - 4:15pm
•	 Pizza Social: Main Hall - 5:30pm 
•	 Social Justice Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm 
•	 Faith Formation Session 2: PLC - 6:15pm
•	 MSYG Session: Main Hall - 6:15pm
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm
•	 Beloved Young Women Bible Study: OCR - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, December 14
•	 Manor Care Mass - 10am
•	 Adult Choir Practice: Chapel - 6pm 
•	 Journey to Hope: PLC/St. Therese - 6pm
•	 Walking with Purpose: ZOOM/PLC/Martha/Mary - 7pm
•	 Bell Choir Rehearsal: Church - 7pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Friday, December 15
•	 Multi-Cultural Christmas Concert: Church - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, December 16
•	 Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex
•	 Women’s Guild Cookie & Candy Sale: Narthex
•	 KofC Food Drive: Parking Lot - 10am-1pm  
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, December 17 
•	 7:15am, 9:15am & 11:15am * Livestreamed 
•	 Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex 
•	 Women’s Guild Cookie & Candy Sale: Narthex   
•	 Children’s Choir Practice: Chapel - 8:45am
•	 HSYG Session: PLC/St. Michael - 10:15am
•	 RCIA: PLC/St. Martha/Mary/St. Bernadette - 10:15am 
•	 Breakfast with Santa: after the 9:15am & 11:15am 

Masses in the Main Hall 
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
•	 Carmelite Meetings: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1:30pm 

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, January 21, 2024 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Walter & Genevieve Kujawski
Edwin Ricardo & Jacqueline Cuellar
Lester Lopez & Glenda Avellano
Wil l iam & Denise Staerker
Tucker Maute and Olivia Munizza

n

n

n

n

n
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T H E  L E S S O N S  O F  A D V E N T

What  t h eChu r c h  Tea c h e sUs
by: Stephen Beale - Catholic Exchange

BE WATCHFUL:
Our associated attitude should be a mixture of hope, expectation, and holy fear. In 
placing ourselves in the position of the Israelites in the time of Christ we learn how to 
prepare for His Second Coming. This is the core Church teaching.

MAKE WISE USE OF YOUR TIME:
But there is an added benefit to constantly maintaining an attitude of watchfulness. 
People who are watchful generally make better use of the time they have then people 
who aren’t. (Credit for this insight goes to a friend at a Bible study who pointed this out.) 
As Ephesians 5:15-16 says, “Watch carefully then how you live, not as foolish persons 
but as wise, making the most of the opportunity, because the days are evil.” This advice 
comes in the context of a discussion about the end times. Note the preceding verse: 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” Likewise, 
there is John 9:4, “We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. 
Night is coming when no one can work.”

CHRIST IS THE LORD OF HISTORY:
Advent reminds us that history is in God’s hands. In Christ, God intervenes in history, 
resetting the story of humanity, guiding its development, and determining its conclusion. 
History is not a runaway train racing into an unknown future. It is not a product of 
chance or the impersonal laws of evolution, physics, or social science.

HISTORY HAS AN END:
In 1992, a political scientist named Francis Fukuyama wrote a sensational book titled 
The End of History and the Last Man. Fukuyama argued that history, defined narrowly 
as a debate of ideas, was over. Democracy had won, communism had lost, and global 
capitalism and technological progress were the future.
A quarter of a century later, amid Islamic terrorism and the resurgence of nationalism 
in the West, Fukuyama’s thesis seems foolish. But he was fundamentally right about 
one thing. History does have an end. The whole of history — whether you conceive of 
it as the development of ideas, institutions, nations, or technology — ends in Christ, 
who is the true last man.
The point is to not just reiterate that Christ is sovereign over history (see lesson 3), 
but also to make us realize the futility of temporal attachments, whether a particular 
ideology, system of government, nation, or civilization. These things do have value but 
we must remember that one day they—like history itself—will pass away.

CHRIST IS OUR ORIGIN AND DESTINY:
Finally, in Advent, we learn again that Christ is our origin and our end. All things that 
matter have their source in Him and move towards Him as their destination. As Christ 
said in Revelation 22:13, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.”

- Isaiah 7:14

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign:
 the Virgin shall be with child and bear a 
son, and He shall be named Immanuel.”
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Love

THE LOVE OF

We assuredly know that virtues such as love, 
hope, joy, peace and faith are important in the 
Christmas story as well as in our daily walk with 
Christ. Whichever we celebrate on whatever 
Sunday of Advent, we know all of them are 
important hallmarks of the Christian faith and 
journey. With that being said, let’s dive into the 
symbolism of the love candle. Otherwise known 
as the Angel candle, this candle can represent 
purity.
Not surprisingly, the Bible has a lot to say about 
love.Depending on your translation, the word 
appears 100-300 times throughout Scripture. It 
makes sense. God is love (1 John 4). They know 
we are Christians by our love (1 Corinthians 13:1). 
Love sacrificed Jesus’ son for our sins. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 alone tallies off a number of 
characteristics of love: it’s patient, kind, it does 
not envy, etc. 
We cannot walk with Christ without it, and we 
cannot have the Christmas story without it. As 
Linus states in A Charlie Brown Christmas, “That’s 
what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” 
Some churches, on Christmas or the Sunday after 
Christmas, will remove the other candles and 
leave the Christ candle, showing that the old has 
passed away and the new has come (2 Corinthians 
5:17). In other words, the law the Jews followed 
in the Old Testament, the sinful nature of man, all 
of it has passed away and Christ has brought the 
new covenant, a new promise of salvation.
Often, churches will make the Christ candle larger 
than the rest to show that Christ is the reason for 
the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that we 
have. Jesus is the reason for the season. 
There is no greater gift than this, that a man 
should lay down his life for his friends. You 
willingly gave the gift of your life because of your 
love. Your righteous blood covered our sin. You 
redeem and restore us when we confess you as 
Lord and Savior of our life. In that moment, you 
give us the gift of your love for all eternity. We 
receive grace upon grace and mercy upon mercy 
in that moment.

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Advent    Chris tmas
SCHEDULE 2023

&

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:00pm Advent Reconciliation Service 		
with Individual Confessions

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13
8:30am - 9:30am Individual Confessions

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass 
CHRISTMAS EVE LITURGIES
4:00pm Mass (Children’s Pageant)
6:30pm Mass, 9:00pm Mass
11:00pm Vietnamese Mass

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass	

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30
4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00pm Vietnamese Mass 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
Feast of the Holy Family
7:15am, 9:15am and 11:15am Masses
1:30pm Spanish Mass
NO VIGIL MASS

MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024
Feast of Mary Mother of God
NOT A HOLY DAY
8:00am Mass (Only Mass of the Day)
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Following the time honored tradition, many families will 
begin their Christmas Eve celebration by waiting for the 
appearance of the first star in the early evening sky as 
they look toward the East. This first star appearing sym-
bolizes the Star of Bethlehem which announced that the 
Great Light was coming into our world, to the “people 
who lived in darkness.”
The table at which the family gathers for the Christmas 
Eve dinner typically has some straw strewn beneath a fine 
white tablecloth to commemorate the birth of the Christ 
Child in the manger or cave where the animals lived. A 
more modern adaptation includes the use of straw or 
sprigs of evergreen which are placed on a serving platter 
and then covered with a fine white napkin on which the 
Oplatki wafers rest.
The Christmas Eve meal begins with the eldest member of 
the family taking an Oplatki wafer, breaking it and sharing 
it with the family member next to him. Each then shares 
pieces of the Oplatki wafer with everyone else present at 
the table, Some families, particularly of the Slovak tradi-
tion, share the Oplatki with honey on it, as a symbol of 
the sweetness and joy of the occasion. The sharing ritual 
is accompanied by embracing and the exchange of good 
wishes. The symbolism of sharing the wafer with each 
person and then back and forth, symbolizes the giving 
and sharing of our lives.

Families of Polish, Slovak and 
Lithuanian background observe 
this Christmas Eve Tradition. 
Family members and guests are 
each handed an oplatek and 
they each  break off a piece from 
one another and eat it, express-
ing best wishes and blessings to 
each other, and asking  for for-
giveness. This is a tender, touching family celebration of 
love and forgiveness. Envelopes of the bread are located 
in the Office and Church Narthex.
A $3 donation towards the cost of the Oplatki is greatly 
appreciated and can be placed in the envelope next to 
the basket.

OPLATKI TRADITION

Christmas Oplatki Bread

RCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!

Refle c t i on QUESTIONS
We would like to invite parishioners to share in 
the RCIA experience by making them aware of 
the Reflection Questions that the participants 
are discussing each week. 
Below are some upcoming reflections:
12/10 - Intro to the Sacraments 
Christ shares His grace and power through the 
Sacraments that He instituted and distributes 
through the Church. Reflect on the power of sacra-
mental grace in our lives, and how it brings us ever 
closer to God.

12/17 - Sacrament of Baptism         
This week, reflect on the riches and graces of 
Baptism, and consider the responsibilities that 
come with your Baptismal promises?

12/17 - Sacrament of Confirmation         
How will the gifts of the Holy Spirit help you in 
sharing your faith? Which gifts do you most need?

Novena to the 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL

UPDATE
Due to confessions, the Saturday 
recitation of the Novena to the 
Miraculous Medal will begin at 
7:00am instead of 7:15am and 
will, therefore, be BEFORE the 
Rosary and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet until further notice.



|  PAGE 9  |

POSTER CONTEST

The Knights of Columbus Keep Christ in 
Christmas Poster Contest has officially begun! 
This contest is open to all Catholic schools, CCD 
classes and CYO’s in our church area.

The contest is broken down into 3 groups:
AGE 5-7 DIVISION

AGE 8-10 DIVISION
AGE 11-14 DIVISION

•	 The poster must reflect the theme of Keep 
Christ in Christmas.

•	 Each poster should be the original work 
(including concept, layout, slogan and any 
visual images) of a single person.

•	 The poster should be no bigger than a 
11x17 inch paper. If pastels, chalk or 
charcoal are used, the poster must be 
laminated or covered with clear plastic.

•	 All entries must be returned to Kelly Evers 
no later than 9:00am on Wednesday, 
December 13. (Posters will be displayed 
at Breakfast with Santa on December 17)

•	 Judging will be done at the PAC Meeting on 
December 14 and the awards presentation 
will take place before morning Mass on 
January 7.

For more information contact:
KELLY EVERS kelly@johnxxiii.net

(239) 561-3022

A JOURNEY IN FAITH

UPDATE EVENING
Holy Hour

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Our next Evening Holy Hour is Tuesday, 
December 19 from 6:30pm - 7:30pm in 
the Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel. 

As we continue to celebrate the National 
Eucharistic Revival at the parish level, we 
are providing an additional opportunity 
to participate in Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, especially for those who find 
it difficult to visit our Adoration Chapel 
during the week. It will include Exposition 
and Benediction.

We invite you to come spend some quiet 
time with Jesus amidst all the hustle and 
bustle of the holidays. 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
FOLLOWING THE 9:15AM & 11:15AM MASSES

Please join us for Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, December 17, following 
either the 9:15am or the 11:15am Mass in the Parish Life Center. There 
will be music and crafts. The children will get a chance to visit and have 
their picture taken with Santa. The Knights of Columbus will be serving 
breakfast. The event is FREE, but in order for us to properly plan, you will 
need to complete the registration form below and return it NO LATER than 
December 10 to Ms. Frannie or Ms. Paula in the Faith Formation Office, or 
place it in the collection basket at any Mass. 

Our family will be attending Breakfast with Santa after the:
 9:15am Mass: __________	 11:15am Mass: __________

Number of Children: __________         Number of Adults: __________

St.St.  John  XXIII Catholic ChurchJohn  XXIII Catholic Church

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

Family Name: _________________________________________________



Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	            12-03-23          12-04-22          Difference
Offertory           $42,600.20     $52,490.87        ($9,890.67)      
Building Fund        $1,172.00        $1,730.00              ($558.00)
Total	             $43,772.20       $54,220.87      ($10,448.67)  
Mass Attendance        2912	       2958		
Registered Families      3645	       3713

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 ----------------2023 Catholic Faith Appeal----------------
2023 Goal			   $488,000.00  
Pledge				    $493,405.44              
Payments			   $480,671.21         

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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Family Name: _________________________________________________

THE CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL (CFA) is an annual 
opportunity for every member of our Faith family to 
support the life-changing work and outreach programs 
of the Diocese of Venice. The programs and services 
assisted by the CFA, make a meaningful impact on 
the lives of individuals, families and communities. By 
supporting the CFA, you share in the work of Christ 
and the grace of Catholic discipleship.
Remember, “The generous will be blessed, for they 
share … with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9).

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:
•	 CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD can be used for a 

one-time gift or a monthly amount. Please visit 
www.dioceseofvenice.org and click on Catholic 
Faith Appeal Donate Now. 

•	 CHECK made payable to Catholic Faith Appeal 
with St. John XXIII in the memo can be placed 
in the white envelopes in the Narthex and the 
donation will be  sent to the Catholic Faith Appeal.

•	 GIFT OF SECURITIES - Federal tax laws allow a 
charitable deduction for the full market value of 
the appreciated securities on the date of your gift. 

•	 IRA - In 2020 the law changed, requiring those 
72 years and older to begin taking a required 
minimum distribution (RMD) from their indi-
vidual retirement account (IRA). However, only 
those who will turn 70½ (born on or after July 
1, 1949) in 2020 or later may wait until age 72 
to begin taking required distributions. If you are 
currently receiving RMDs (or should be) because 
you are over age 70½, you must continue 
taking these RMDs.  For traditional accounts this 
income is taxable! To avoid paying taxes on this 
income while also meeting the obligation of the 
RMD, you may designate the distribution as a gift 
directly from the IRA custodian to the CFA. You 
can donate up to $100,000 and married couples 
can donate up to $200,000 if the spouse has a 
separate IRA.

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL
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ALL FUNDS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED 
AMONG THE WOMEN’S GUILD 

CHARITABLE FUNDS

Don’t have time to bake for Christmas or not 
a baker? Then treat your friends and family 
to delicious homemade cookies and candy 
made by St. John XXIII parishioners!

SALESALE
COOKIES & CANDYCOOKIES & CANDY 

WEEKEND OF:
DECEMBER 16 & 17
After All Masses - Narthex

The Knights of Columbus will continue to sell 
the Red Amaryllis Christmas Flower Bulb Kits 
after the Masses this weekend and through 
the weekend of December 16 & 17. The cost 
of the kits is $25 each.

$25 per kit

Red Amaryllis
Christmas

Flower Bulb
KITS

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

Contact: Richard Owen | musicdirector@johnxxiii.net

MULTICULTURAL Christmas 
CHORAL CONCERT

Come and enjoy an uplifting MUSICAL CHRISTMAS 
celebration featuring our diverse music ministries: 
Adult Choir, Hispanic, Vietnamese Choral Ensembles, 
Bell Choir and Children’s Chorus. 

Join Us!
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15

7PM  - IN CHURCH

Please come listen and sing along with our adult 
choir as we present beautiful traditional Christmas 
carols at 8:30pm before our Christmas Eve Mass. 

Christmas Eve Carols
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Our Parish Community 

Left to right: Sue Edwards, President of Women’s Guild, 
Myles Levy, Maddie Levy, Larry Evener, Grand Knight, 
Knights of Columbus

We would like to thank MIKE SULLIVAN  for his tireless 
dedication honoring all the veterans in our Memorial Garden 
with flags every year!
Thank you to TOM CHESLIK and the parishioners who helped 
change out the church hymnals. With your help, many hands 
truly did make light work! 

On behalf of the Knights of Columbus and the Women’s Guild, 
we would like to thank all of our 109 November bingo players. 
Due to your wonderful generosity, this check presentation for 
$2,600 was possible. Thank you for your continued support. 
We look forward to another sucessful bingo season starting on 
Tuesday, January 9, 2024.
“Myles Message” is a non-for-profit organization that works 
with moms and dads of Down Syndrome children. They supply 
accurate resources and support to these parents both before 
the birth of their child and afterwards. Part of their mission is 
to take away the scary uncertainty during the pregnancy. This 
charity is now a major referral from doctors to parents.

FilmandFaith

UPDATEUPDATE

We would like to thank everyone who joined 
our Faith & Film Night on Friday, December 1, 
featuring the film, Saving Grace. This was a 
great opportunity to meet other parishioners 
and have a faith-filled discussion about the 
movie. Along with Father Jay, 50 people were 
in attendance. 
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for 
providing pizza!
The next Faith & Film night will take place on 
Friday, February 9 in the Parish Life Center.

Have you seen 
the POPE lately?

“A warm and 
compassionate 

comedy”
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Dear Parishioners,
From day one, when I became your Administrator, I have 
been admiring our parish community for several reasons, 
particularly for the ways of witnessing the ‘discipleship’ 
of Jesus. Your participation, taking up responsibilities, 
sharing the joy of discipleship with fellow parishioners 
with self-giving, inclusive and positive attitude are highly 
appreciable. I take this opportunity to thank you for all 
that you are and share with you the ‘Status Animarum 
Vital Statistics’ for the fiscal year from July 1st, 2022 
through June 30th 2023. These are only a few of the 
spiritual health indicators of our parish.  You succeeded in 
reaching our CFA goal by your generosity,  and helped out 
so many ministries function effectively. Your witness of a 
faith-life by participating and fulfilling the pastoral and 
social needs of so many people is highly commendable. 
You are definitely the hands and heart of Jesus!        
When I was previously a Parochial Vicar in 4 different 
parishes, I heard the Pastors/Administrators always say 
that they hate to discuss money, but love to see numbers 
in the account! As Administrator of St. John XXIII 
parish, I do not have to worry about that statement!  
You have been so well nurtured and trained to become 
responsible stewards and disciples of Jesus by the grace 
of God under the leadership of Fr. Bob Tabbert and our 
Staff team.  
Therefore, with much gratitude and appreciation, as we 
move into the new year 2024, I am glad to present to 
you our parish financials for the fiscal year of July 1st 
2022 through June 30th 2023. The Pastoral Advisory 
Committee and Finance Committee have done a 
commendable job with their dedication and expertise 
along with our staff team.
We always grow in gratitude!  Love to you all.  May God 
bless you and your family. 

		           - Fr. Jay Raju

Father  Jay
A LETTER FROM OUR GROWINGCommun i t y

Below are the Status Animarum Vital Statistics from: 

JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023
Estimated # of Individual Catholics: 8,392

Baptisms:
Infant to 1 Year: 73
Children age 1-7 Years: 66
Children ages 7-18 Years: 9
Total Children Baptisms: 110
Adult Baptisms (18 & over): 4

First Communion: 
Total First Communion Children: 95
Adults (Received into Full Communion): 4
Total Confirmations: 59

RCIA:
RCIA Participants: 4      
Adult Faith Ed Sessions: 121
Participants Total (amongst different sessions): 
estimated 25-40 per Session

Catechesis/Religious Education 
Classes:
Faith Formation and Youth Group
Elementary: 210
Middle School: 41
High School: 110
Total Elementary/Middle School and High School	
in Faith Formation: 361

Number of Children Attending 
Catholic Schools:
Bishop Verot High School: 66 
St. Andrew: 5 
St. Francis Xavier: 26

Marriages:
Both Catholic: 4
Interfaith: Mixed/Catholic Men 2 
	     Mixed/Catholic Women 3
Total: 9

Deaths:
Total: 90
Total Funeral Masses: 74
Total Memorial Masses: 6
Burials Only: 37
Total # of Burials in Memorial Garden: 63



ST. JOHN XXIII CATHOLIC CHURCH
ANNUAL OVERVIEW

FISCAL YEAR JULY 2022 - JUNE 2023

Offertory 1,936,678.04

Other Income- Bequests 1,584,571.46

Building Fund 94,381.19          

*CFA Collections 578,656.83        

Poor Box 231,026.07

Rel. Education & Other 45,881.11          

Tuition Catholic Ed 64,532.40

Diocese of V & Mission 55,991.80          

Ministries 256,927.15        

Thrift Store - Income 353,754.10

Total Income 5,202,400.15$   

Building Exp & Depreciation 1,224,714.07     

Personnel 1,111,268.44     

Poor Box 221,902.80

Education & Other 47,071.08          

Tuition Catholic Ed 92,345.00          

Other Expenses 217,548.38        

Diocese of V  & Mission 55,991.80          

Ministries 205,035.43        

Thrift Store Expenses 353,796.79

*CFA Assessment 458,000.00

Savings 1,214,726.36     

Total Expenses 5,202,400.15$   

Assets

Current Assets 4,083,767.65     

Prepaid CFA & Liab Ins. 526,363.50        

Fixed Assets 12,262,055.05   
Total Assets 16,872,186.20$ 

Liabilities & Equity

Liabilities  149,500.67        

Retained Earnings & Equities 16,722,685.53   

Total Liabilities & Equity 16,872,186.20$ 

* CFA numbers reflect the Calendar year instead of the Fiscal Year per Diocesan Policy.
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Mark Sanders Christmas Show: Kick off the holiday season, 
Sunday December 11 at 7pm. Mark Sanders and his live 
band light up the stage with a Merry Manilow Christmas, 
featuring Barry Manilow’s signature arrangements of 
Christmas classics, original tunes and a mix of timeless 
hits. St. Columbkille Parish, 12171 Iona Road, Ft. Myers, FL. 
Tickets $25. Available at the St. Columbkille parish office 
and at the door. For more information call (239) 489-3973
Journey to Hope: This family support group for mental 
health challenges, meets at St. John XXIII Catholic Church 
on the second Thursday of each month at 6pm in Parish Life 
Center, St. Therese classroom. The next meeting will take 
place on Thursday, December 14. For more information, 
contact Joanne Halt: joanne.halt@gmail.com
Southwest Florida Concert Band: Sunday concerts at 
South Fort Myers High School, 14020 Plantation Rd. Ft. 
Myers. The next concert takes place December 17 with 
Florida Family Christmas. All concerts start at 2pm and are 
FREE with donations accepted. For more concerts, visit: 
southwestfloridaconcertband.org 
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions, 
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel 
Helpline at (941) 412-5860
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 
provides 24/7 service for those in emotional distress. 
Veteran services are also available. Simply call 988 
Sign Up for Digital Florida Catholic: Florida Catholic e-Edition 
is FREE! please use this link for the latest e-Edition website: 
http://Venice.thefloridacatholic.org
Witnessing the Faith: Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane for his 
monthly radio program on Relevant Radio. “Witnessing Faith 
with Bishop Dewane” can be heard at 8:30am on Friday, 
December 29. Anyone has access to the program at https://
dioceseofvenice.org/our-bishop/relevant-radio-podcasts 
Cana Dinner & Dance for Married Couples: All friends and 
family are invited to a celebration of family on Saturday, 
January 20 immediately following the 4pm Mass. Location: 
St. Cecilia, 5632 Sunrise Drive, Marian Hall, Building D. 
Dinner, champagne toast, wine, full cash bar and wedding 
cake. Tickets are $40 per person. Advance purchase only. 
Cash/Check. RSPV by email to: 4parishdance@gmail.com
2024 Venetian Ball Help Needed: The Venetian Ball of 
Catholic Charities on March 9 needs your help. If you have 
creative ideas and can offer some time, please volunteer.  
You can work from home on your computer or telephone.
The time and talent you offer could help supply housing, 
rent, electricity, food and even counseling to the many 
needy in our diocese area. Please call (239) 225-0264

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 - 6PM
CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION  
$10 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandale.com
Guest Speaker:
ADAM NGUYEN
(Sr. Manager of Engineering and 
Construction at the Lee County 	
Port Authority)
“My Escape from Postwar Vietnam”

VOLUNTEER NEEDS

1.	 Food Line: Help Marie Ramos set up the food 
and serve.

2.	 Greeters: Greet women as they arrive with a 
smile and help direct them to the sign in table.

3.	 Ticket Sales: We sell both 50/50 tickets and 
tickets for our donated baskets. The ticket 
sales are all done prior to our event starting 
and it can be a lot of fun. Everything is all set 
up with ticket prices and aprons to put the 
money in.  

If any of these roles entices you, please reach out 
so we can work together to find what works best 
for you! Thank you for your “giving” spirit!
Michelle Pescatrice, Secretary/Coordinator
email: tinasmom53@comcast.net 



Rev. William J. Jarema, 
BA, MS, M.Div., MAS. NCC, is 
an international retreat and 
workshop provider. He has 
been an ordained Catholic 
priest for 40 years and a 
clinical psychotherapist for 43 
years. Fr. Bill has published 
numerous books and CD’s on 
healing and personal growth 
and development. Fr. Bill’s 
books and CD’s will be 
available at the classes. 
For more information about 
Fr. Bill and his work with the 
Mercy Center Inc. and a list of 
all his retreats and workshops 
held in Colorado Springs, 
books and CD’s go to: 
themercycenter@aol.com

Exploring BEYOND GUILT 
           TO GIFTEDNESS

OVERVIEW: The Growing Rich in Mercy Program is a dynamic and exciting 
program that empowers each person committed to a way of holiness. We 
believe that Spiritual growth is a pilgrimage that takes us on a journey that 
we walk together and alone.
A well-balanced spiritual life touches, integrates and becomes aware of 
how God mingles with our whole-person.  God is continually healing and 
redeeming the spiritual, physical, social, and psychological dimensions of 
our personhood; each reflecting His image and likeness. (I Thes. 5:23) 
The 2024 Growing Rich in Mercy Program will explore Beyond Guilt 
to Giftedness. We Christians believe that ‘Grace builds on Nature” and 
therefore we need to grow in our capacity to be at home with ourselves. 
(St. Teresa of Avila) Come and explore how you can pray the blessings and 
burdens of your family system and discover additional ways to encourage 
healing and forgiveness.
Our ultimate goal for those who journey with us in the Growing Rich in 
Mercy Program is to become more aware of God’s mercy and active loving 
influence within our daily life.
Sharing the spiritual journey with a loving community will enhance your 
desire to become a generous distributor of God’s Mercy.
The cost is $100.00 with half going to the Mercy Center and half to the parish 
for the workbook and supplies. You can make out a check to St. John XXIII and 
drop it off at the office or in the collection baskets along with your registration.

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M
Exploring Beyond Guilt to Giftedness

NAME: ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE: ___________________

For more information email Holly Atkins at holly@johnxxiii.net or call the office (239) 561-2245

Fr. Bill  JaremaCOME JOIN

PAYMENT METHOD: CHECKo CASHo CREDIT CARDo

•	 SATURDAY, JANUARY 13   - Psycho-Spiritual Development
•	 SATURDAY,  JANUARY 20  - Challenges to a Spirituality of Mercy
•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 3   - Genealogy of Jesus
•	 SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 17 - Genogram: Family System Roles
•	 SATURDAY,  MARCH 2       - Spiritual Companion
•	 SATURDAY,  MARCH 16     - Healing Shame and Guilt

PARISH LIFE CENTER: 9:00AM - 12:00PM



CLEANERS

SINCE 1975
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© 2023 DIOCESAN



Mario’s
Meat Market
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Simply bring this coupon to any 
team member to redeem offer.

Expires: 1/31/2022 New members only.

Your time to shine.

$10 off your first month of
UNLIMITED Works washes.Wash 

often.
10951 Saxum Drive 

Fort Myers
10680 Colonial Blvd. 

Fort Myers 

Aesthetic
The

Dental Centre

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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