
All Saints
“I am the resurrection

and the life; 
whoever believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives 

and believes in me 

will never die.”
- JOHN 11:25
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The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s

MASS INTENTION UPDATE
The 2024 book is NOW open. Please visit the parish office for requests.
Other options will remain available such as Tabernacle Candle $15 per
week and Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

NOVEMBER 5, 2023 - READINGS 
•	 1ST READING 	 MAL 1:14B-2:2B, 8-10
•	 PSALM		  PS 131:1, 2, 3
•	 2ND READING	 1 THES 2:7B-9, 13  
•	 GOSPEL		  MT 23:1-12

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
FORT MYERS:
St. Columbkille
239-489-3973
Health Park & Hope Hospice
St. Francis Xavier
239-334-2161
Lee Memorial Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
239-693-0818
Select Hospital
LEHIGH ACRES:
St. Raphael
239-369-1831
Hope Hospice, Lehigh Hospital 
and Health & Rehab Center
BONITA SPRINGS:
St. Leo the Great
239-992-0901
Hope Hospice

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30
•	 8:00 AM † Rebecca Guinagh by Dan & Gerri Perkins    

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31
•	 8:00 AM † Mary Jo Schulte by her family
•	 PLEASE NOTE: NO VIGIL MASS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY
•	 8:00 AM † Ted Bierch by Alice Bierch
•	 12:00 PM † A. J. Cooper by Dodie & Tom Cooper
•	 4:15 AM ♥ Children of St. John XXIII  
•	 6:00 PM † James Bassett by The Berkmeyers’
•	 8:00 PM † - Vietnamese Mass        

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2 -  ALL SOULS DAY
•	 8:00 AM † Deceased of St. John XXIII 	
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3
•	 8:00 AM † Russ Willoughby by Ted & Mickey Veenhuis
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
•	 8:00 AM † Bernie Ernst by Adrian & Pat Humbert    
•	 4:00 PM † Theodore Feindt by his wife & family
•	 8:00 PM † Peter - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
•	 7:15 AM † Joseph Juliane by Sheila Juliane
•	 9:15 AM † William Palma by his family
•	 11:15 AM † Stanislaw Kulig by his family
•	 1:30 PM  † Julio Báez Colón by Elena Salazar

R E M I N D E R :  S A T U R D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  4

DON’T FORGET to turn 
your clocks BACK 1 HOUR 
before you go to bed next 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 4

FALL
BACK
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MESSAGE FROM

Fr. Jay

The 
St. John XXIII
Administrator

Dear Friends,
In 2017, I attended an Annual Retreat for priests at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat 
Center in Venice. It was led by Monsignor Bill Hitpas from Belleville Illinois.  In one of 
his talks, he shared that there are three important elements in genuine love.
•	 Admiring: In genuine love, there is admiring others’ goodness, gifts, beauty, 

talents, spirit.
•	 Caring: that means providing and fulfilling what is needed with consideration of 

human dignity.
•	 Enjoying the company of each other: Always no matter where or when.
Last week, I visited the St. Martin De Porres (whose feast is this Friday, November 
3rd) Soup Kitchen where some of our parishioners volunteer to cook and serve the 
poor and homeless of Fort Myers. One of our volunteers was a 99 year old young lady. 
Dorothy Adams was inspiring  everyone with her presence and simple works. When I 
spoke with her about her motivation and interest to do this work for the poor, she said 
‘I am grateful to God for his Love’. She is the mother-in-law of our Deacon, Richard 
Klish. I can’t wait to celebrate her 100th birthday in April 2024!
In the gospel we find Jesus talking about the Love of God, Love of neighbor and Love 
of self.  
The first reading clearly talks about how a person should care for everyone, remembering 
the past of the people of Israel. The second reading is talking about how Paul enjoyed the 
company of fellow Christians in Macedonia and in Achaia. We also find Jesus throughout 
the gospel books and how he enjoyed the company of his twelve Apostles. When God 
created man and woman, He admired them and  found them good! I would strongly 
recommend you to consider reading the Responsorial Psalm taken from Psalm 18 as 
your homework. This is the only place in the Scripture where the human himself says 
‘I love you Lord’. This Psalm reflects all the three elements of Admiring, Caring and 
Enjoying the company of each other. Enjoy reading it again as your personal prayer!
We all know that our human love is always conditional, limited and mostly exclusive. 
God is asking us to seek ways to become unconditional, unlimited and inclusive in 
loving everyone. Let’s give it a try!  
During this week, as we start November, we cannot forget our loved ones who 
have gone before us to the heavenly abode.  We remember their love, sacrifice and 
exemplary lives of Faith and pray to them for all the graces for our families particularly 
on November 2nd “All Souls Day.”

God Bless,
Fr. Jay Raju

•	 Reading 1: Exodus 22:20-26

•	 Reading 11: 1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10

•	 Responsorial Psalm: 18: 2-4, 47, 51

•	 Gospel: Mathew 22:34-40



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer           
Ron Hudepohl  
Laura Ford 
Scott Dugan
Braden O’Halloran
Infant Anthony Vardaan 
Steve Lane
Cynthia & William             
Elethia A. Jose
Mary Zizzo
Brad Carpenter
Mike Bowden
Amelia Van Sickler
Trish Ferroli
Carol Ferroli
Joe Caccamo

Mary Kay Bennett 
Joan Wallace
Kathleen Fontaine 
Jack Gannon
Elaine Schultz
Bill Bissett
Finn Harvey
Bob Harvey
Kelly Dean
Lucy Sloan Pautler
Myriam Mora
John Hagan
Antonio Reda
Tom Boutwell
Bill Acini
Beverly Jean Pierce
Dorothy Adams

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your name to 
the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Join our ePrayer community and give the gift of prayer.  Register 
at: https://johnxxiii.net/e-prayer/

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Nancy M. Brown  
Leonard Kozel

Prayers forEternal Life
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In Memory of:   Karen Larkin-Johnson
Requested by:   Diane Harlyvetch

Tabernac l eCandle

The St. John XXIII Modern 
Ensemble, which includes 
talented vocalists, guitar, 
drums and brass, will 
present beautiful and 
uplifting “faith  and 
worship”  music at our 
9:15am Mass on Sunday, 
October 29th.

We look forward to seeing 
you and praising the Lord 
together. Use the QR code 
to access the music!

CONTEMPORARY
MASS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
IN THE CHURCH 
at the 9:15am Mass

CREDIT CARD POLICY:
We MUST request that any credit card 
transactions made at St. John XXIII be a 
minimum of $25. Thank You!

FYI



Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi  
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN    	
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy   	
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 

Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force 
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,  	
82nd ABN
CPL Eric Lyons, USMC 
Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army  	
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic 	
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army 
Airborne Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN 
Andrew Duffy, USSF
A1C Mark Greenwald, USAF
Col. Jeffrey Greenwald, USMC 
Sarah Lambert, USAF
2nd Lt. Jarod Pankau
2nd Lt. Curi Pankau
Charles Robert Connolly, US Navy
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, October 30
•	 Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am 
•	 Craftie Ladies: St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, October 31
•	 Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am 
•	 Walking with Purpose: Main Hall - 10am
•	 Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm   
•	 Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm
•	 AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, November 1 - All Saints Day (Holy Day)
•	 Pastoral Staff Meeting: OCR - 10am
•	 Walking with Purpose: ZOOM - 10am  
•	 Masses: 8am, 12pm, 4:15pm 6pm, 8pm Vietnamese
•	 Faith Formation Session 1: PLC/Chapel - 4:15pm
•	 Faith Formation Session 2: PLC/Chapel - 6:15pm 
•	 MSYG Session: Church - 6:15pm
•	 Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, November 2 - All Souls Day
•	 Mass at Cypress Point: - Discovery Commons - 9:30am
•	 Adult Choir Practice: Chapel - 6pm
•	 All Souls Day Service: Memorial Garden - 6pm
•	 Walking with Purpose: ZOOM/PLC/Martha/Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Friday, November 3
•	 1st Friday Adoration: Church 8:30am 
•	 Adoration Chapel open 8:30am-8pm
•	 Women’s Retreat- PLC/Classrooms 5pm-10pm
•	 Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, November 4
•	 Benediction/Adoration/Confession after 8am Mass 
•	 Women’s Retreat- PLC/Classrooms 9am-6pm
•	 Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•	 Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, November 5 
•	 7:15am, 9:15am & 11:15am * Livestreamed  
•	 Women’s Retreat- PLC/Classrooms 8:30am-11:30am
•	 Children’s Choir Practice: Chapel - 8:45am
•	 No Pre-School Bible Class 
•	 RCIA: PLC/St. Martha/Mary/St. Bernadette - 10:15am
•	 HSYG Session: PLC/St. Michael - 10:15am
•	 Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
Mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, November 19, 2023 
after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

John & El la  Frances  Freeman
Luis  Lombano & Yarha Zaromo
Eloy Rubion & Patr ic ia  Karr
Danis  L inares  & Rosa Valera
Michael  & Michel le  Cal lahan

n

n

n

n

n
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In today’s fast-moving world, everything is focused on instant 
satisfaction — fast food, mobile banking, microwaves and instanta-
neous communication. Gone are the times when one would take the 
time to write a letter and post it knowing that it might take up to a 
week to be received by the intended person.
Unfortunately, this culture of getting things done as quickly as 
possible has impacted the way we perform the corporal works of 
mercy of burying the dead. Too many families approach handling 
death as something to get done and over with. The cheapest, fastest 
method of handling a deceased body is to have it cremated and 
either scatter the ashes to take the cremated remains home to sit on 
a mantle place or shelf — that is, until it is in the way and ultimately 
ends up in a closet or attic.
This work of mercy calls us to go beyond this simplified, speedy 
process. We are called to treat the dead “with respect and charity, 
in faith and hope of the Resurrection” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, No, 2300). Offering prayers through the liturgies of vigil, 
funeral and committal does this. Having the remains of the deceased 
properly buried or entombed in a cemetery or mausoleum, either in 
full-body or cremated form, is a further way in which we treat the 
dead with respect and charity.
Our approach to those who are facing death either personally or 
through the death of a loved one is part of this corporal work of 
mercy. Take time to listen compassionately to those who are griev-
ing. The sharing of memories is a good way for those who grieve to 
reconcile themselves with the loss. Remember that grieving does 
not end with the burial. Offer to assist with daily chores or bring 
meals while encouraging them to take care of themselves. Grief has 
no schedule. Many years after the death of a significant member in 
one’s life grief can still take over unexpectedly. Accommodate some-
one in their grief while encouraging them to develop a life where 
their relationship with the person who has died has changed.
Having Masses said for a deceased person acknowledges the 
value of that person in the world and the lives of their family mem-
bers. The Catholic Church celebrates The Commemoration of All the 
Faithful Departed each year on the day following the solemnity of All 
Saints Day. This day, commonly referred to as All Souls’ Day, calls us 
to remember departed loved ones in prayer and through visitation 
to their final resting place. Most Catholic churches and cemeteries 
hold special Masses on these days.
So, how do we practice the corporal works of mercy of burying the 
dead? By deed, word and prayer. Arrange for proper and respectful 
burial or entombment of the remains of the deceased. Reach out 
with words of compassion and love to those who are grieving, and 
ensure that all of the faithful departed are honored with the 
appropriate funeral liturgy and other Masses over time.

Taking Time out 
to Bury the Dead 
 by Marianne Linka  -  Catholic Star Herald
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Heavenly Father, who said, 
“Let light shine out of the 

darkness”, allow Your 
light to shine in our hearts 

and give us the grace of
Your compassion.

Jesus, dear Savior, on 
this day we prayerfully 
remember all our loved

ones who have died. 
Please give them comfort 
and hope and may they 

be at peace, knowing that
they will rest in God’s

 arms eternally.
Thank You for our memories 

of them and for the good 
times we shared. We ask 

You, please, through their 
intercession, to deepen our 
faith, strengthen our hope 

and increase our love. 
Amen.

On Wednesday, November 2, we will celebrate All Souls Day, but for 
Catholics the entire month of November is dedicated to praying for the 
souls in Purgatory.
Purgatory is the name the Church gives to the final purification after 
death and judgment, a period when those who die in God’s grace and 
friendship undergo a purification to achieve the holiness necessary to 
enter into the joy of heaven. All souls in Purgatory are assured of eternal 
salvation, but they must first be cleansed of all their lesser sins before 
they can enter the glory of heaven.
But what about those souls we don’t think were in a state of grace 
when they died? Should we continue to pray for our loved ones who 
were fallen-away Catholics? Our atheist friends? Or what about those 
(uncanonized) people who lived such holy lives that we figure they must 
already be in heaven? 
When we’re talking about the communion of saints and the body of 
Christ, there are all kinds of questions that come up with this topic, 
like whether we’ll all enter heaven at the same time or whether it’s 
an immediate judgment. The Catechism says there’s an immediate 
judgment, but what does that mean when there’s no time? You can 
kind of go cross-eyed and get a headache after a while.
So in fact, just keep praying. Never could we just give up hope and say, 
“Well, this person is probably in hell. I’m going to stop praying for them.” 
That’s not Christian. In fact, in the book of Romans we hear “hope 
against hope” – that’s faith. That was Abraham’s faith, and that’s who 
Catholics are. We’re the ones who hope against all hope that Jesus can 
purify and can save. We can’t draw conclusions, we just keep praying.”

Praying FOR ALL Souls
by: Cynthia Marie - Catholic News

Prayer FOR 

ALL Souls

ALL Saints ALL Souls
PLEASE NOTE: NO VIGIL MASS ON OCTOBER 31

ALL SAINTS DAY: Wednesday, November 1 - HOLY DAY
Masses: 8:00am, 12:00pm, 4:15pm, 6:00pm and 8:00pm 
Vietnamese Mass

ALL SOULS DAY: Thursday, November 2
Join us for the Prayer Service in the Memorial Garden at 
6:00pm. The names of the deceased that will be read are 
those who have died during this past year. All present will have 
an opportunity to pray for their loved one.
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FIRST FRIDAY

Adoration

BENEDICTION 
ADORATION 
CONFESSIONS

Saturday, November 4
Saturday, November 4, we offer the monthly 
First Saturday benediction followed by adoration 
after the 8:00am Mass until 10:00am. Confessions 
will still be available.  

PLEASE NOTE: The Adoration Chapel will not 
be open until 10:00am on the 1st Saturday. We 
invite people into the church for adoration.

NOVEMBER 3
ADORATION CHAPEL 
open: 8:30am - 8:00pm

PLEASE NOTE: Chapel Hours are Monday-Friday 
8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. 
Every first Friday has extended hours 8:30am-8pm

For more information:
EMAIL: stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

65+
SINGLES

NOVEMBER 5NOVEMBER 5
11:00 AM

PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 1
Carole Eckhout (248) 385-4100

14261 S. Tamiami Trail
Fort Myers, FL 33912

If you plan on attending

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
10AM-1PM

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot
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RCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults 
who are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Welcome to Participate!

Refle c t i on QUESTIONS
We would like to invite parishioners to share in 
the RCIA experience by making them aware of 
the Reflection Questions that the participants 
are discussing each week. 
Below are some upcoming reflections:
10/29 - The Church Year 
Why does the Church break up the liturgical year 
into separate times or seasons for the community 
to celebrate, learn, and grow?

10/29 - Mary 
What are the 4 Marian Dogmas? 

10/29 - The Saints 
Who is your Patron Saint? Learn something about 
him or her this week.

11/5 - Who Shepherds the Church 
Read Matthew 16:19 and 18:18 as the basis for 
your reflection on the authority that Christ left His 
Church so that she could effectively guide souls. 
How do you see the Church guiding your faith life?

11/5 - The Church as Community 
Reflect on where/how you see yourself using your 
‘time, talent, and treasure’ in support of the broad-
er community of the Church and her role as the 
Body of Christ, present to the world.

Help SAVE LIVES in Fort Myers!
www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers

  

 
  
  

  40 Days Kick Off Event! 

    

  
Join us as we start the Fall 40 Days for Life campaign.  

The event will be highlighted by national pro-life speaker and 
author Terry Beatley. 

  

   All are welcome!  
  
  

Join us TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th at 6:30 pm  
       Sidewalk outside Planned Parenthood   
Located at 6418 Commerce Park Dr, Fort Myers  

  
Questions? Email 40DaysForLifeFM@gmail.com  

  
No RSVP required, call a friend and join us to be inspired and to pray for the 

mothers and children of our community and an end to abortion in Lee 
County! 

 
   Rain or Shine We’ll Be There! 

On the last day of this year’s fall campaign we will have 
a brief closing rally with a special new speaker! We hope 
you will join us next Sunday, November 5 and hear the 
testimony of Brenda Brown.
At the age of 39, after going through a difficult divorce, 
Brenda discovered she was pregnant and had a chemical 
abortion.  Her mentor planted the seed that her career 
would be over otherwise. She went through support 
after abortion and is now committed to working with 
the pro-life movement. Please join us in hearing Brenda’s 
testimony, insight and message of redemption.
•	 No RSVP required, call a friend and join us to be 

inspired and to pray for the mothers and children of 
our community and an end to abortion in Lee County!

•	 Rain or shine, we will be there! Bring a lawn chair, 
water and umbrella (just in case!)

•	 PLEASE BRING DONATION SIZES 3-4-5-6 for the 
Pro-Life Pregnancy Center Diaper Drive.

•	 For more information: 40DaysForLifeFM@gmail.com

Closing RALLY
Sunday, November 5 - 1:30PM

Sidewalk outside Planned Parenthood  
6418 Commerce Park Drive, Fort Myers
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
•	 Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, 

search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.
•	 Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/

e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 
•	 St. John XXIII Flocknote: Sign up for updates at 

StJohnXXIIICommunity.flocknote.com
•	 Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/
•	 St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 

and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 
•	 Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 

teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

•	 Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to 
donate to our Offertory Fund and it will be processed. 

•	 Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

•	 Free FORMED Account: Discover all the best Catholic content 
in one place! Go to formed.org and click on “register”. Create 
your FREE account by entering our parish code and your 
email address. Our Parish Code is 1823ee 

•	 Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request.

•	 St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel Hours are Monday-Friday 
8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. Every 
first Friday has extended hours from 8:30am-8pm. For 
information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry please 
visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/ or email: 
stjohnxxiiiadorationchapel@gmail.com 

•	 St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am-
5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information email 
thrift@johnxxiii.net or visit www. bpjthrift.com

•	 Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
your nonperishable items to church. These donations 
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the 
Narthex. Please check expiration dates. 

•	 Yarn/Fabric Needed: The Craftie Ladies are in need of more 
yarn to make projects. You may drop off the donations in the 
church Narthex. 

•	 Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, and 
social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the Parish. 
It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations to use 
this content for promotion or other purposes without the 
express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII.

SAVE the 
DATES

Knights of Columbus

EVENTS

Women’s Guild
EVENTS

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, November 12 
After the 7:15am and 11:15am Masses
ADULTS: $10
CHILDREN $5 (12 years and under)
Tickets available in the Narthex after Masses.

Christmas Ball
Saturday, December 2 
6pm - 10pm in the Parish Life Center
$45 Per Person
Join us for a festive evening of delicious food, 
live music, and dancing.
Tickets available in the Narthex after Masses.

Doublewide Texas Christmas
Sunday, December 3 
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Dining room open at 5:30pm, Show at 7pm 
$55 Per Person
Tickets available in the Narthex after Masses.
The eccentric residents take on the “big guys” 
and by the time the lunacy climaxes you’ll have 
doubled your Christmas spirit.
For more information contact: Lois Becker, 
239-826-2558 or lasftmyers@embarqmail.com

Fashion Show
Saturday, March 9 
11am - 2pm in the Parish Life Center
$50 Per Person
The St. John XXIII Women’s Guild presents the 
17th Annual Fundraiser “Fusion of Fashion and 
Entertainment”. Plan now with friends for 
fellowship, lunch, entertainment, silent 
auction, gift baskets and fun!
Reservations open November 20.



Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

	             10-22-23          10-23-22         Difference
Offertory            $30,627.19     $25,511.78       $5,115.41      
Building Fund        $2,023.30         $1,473.00            $550.30
Total	              $32,650.49      $26,984.78       $5,665.71  
Mass Attendance         2817	         2793		
Registered Families       3691	         3685

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 ----------------2023 Catholic Faith Appeal----------------
2023 Goal			   $488,000.00  
Pledge				    $461,076.15              
Payments			   $431,172.20         

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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Put the Giving
in Thanksgiving

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FOOD 

COLLECTION

•	Canned Vegetables
•	Canned Fruit 
•	Rice
•	Pinto Beans 
•	Maseca Flour
•	Cooking Oil
•	Canned Soup
•	Canned Meat & Tuna
•	Pasta
•	Mac & Cheese
•	Sauce
•	Cereal
•	Peanut Butter/Jelly 
•	Publix Gift Cards
•	WalMart Gift Cards

COLLECTING ITEMS THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 12



2023 GIFT/FOOD REQUESTS
ANGEL TREES will be in the Narthex beginning November 17. The tags represent children, homebound, seniors and 
veterans in need, who depend on us to brighten their Christmas. Please select a tag, purchase an appropriate gift 
(suggested maximum value $50) and return it wrapped by December 8, 2023
There are several ways to support the St. John XXIII Angel Tree Program:
SELECT A GIFT TAG:
•	 Return your wrapped gift by December 8, with the coded tag scotch-taped and facing up.
•	 Wrap your gift to withstand multiple handling: picked up, stored, trucked, and then delivered. 
•	 Please, NO Gift Cards for veterans, most unable to get out to shop.
MONETARY DONATION:
Note “Angel Tree” in the Memo Portion of your check. Either drop it into the offertory basket as Mass, 
or mail it to St. John XXIII Church, 13060 Palomino Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33912   
SPONSOR A FAMILY:
Provide gifts for a needy family. Contact Stellamccaffrey@aol.com to discuss the size family you wish to sponsor.

ST.  JOHN XXII I  -  2023 HOLIDAY FOOD/GIFT REQUEST FORM
Parent Name:	(Last, First)             Phone #	                        E-mail:

Child’s First Name Age Gender SUGGESTED GIFT (If Clothing, state Size)

(Please check ALL that apply): 

 Total Number for FOOD _____               

 _____  Food for Thanksgiving (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, November 20 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Food for Christmas (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, December 18 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Christmas Gifts (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, December 18 from 1-3pm)

If you a Registered Parishioner with regular Mass attendance, and in need of help, please complete the 
Request Form below & email it to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com (Eligibility will be verified by Parish Office)

REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 31,  2023FYI



BREAST CANCER AWARENESS

Things you NEED to KNOW

A PRAYER 

Against Cancer
Lord Jesus Christ, 
We call upon Your 

blessed name and we 
pray for Your merciful 

heart to surround
us with love, strength 

and courage. 

We ask that Your hands 
touch those with the 

power of healing.

May they be directed 
to the right treatment 
in Your blessed name 
as we ask You Lord to 

represent the physicians, 
doctors and medical 

care aids and administer 
them in Your spirit.

May every cancerous cell 
be cast out and replaced 

with a good one. May 
every spot of this deadly 

cell be wiped out by 
Your powerful hands. 

Amen.

SURVIVAL RATE: Between 1989 and 2015, death from breast 
cancer went down 39 percent among women in the U.S. In that time, 
320,000 more people survived breast cancer. In fact, more than 3.5 
million breast cancer survivors live in the U.S. today.

EARLY DETECTION: More people are surviving breast cancer 
because they’re finding the cancer sooner (a.k.a. early detection) 
and getting effective treatment. There are three ways we can all 
increase our chances of finding cancer early if we ever get it (so we 
can treat it as soon as possible). Those are to know our risk, know 
our normal and get screened regularly.

RISK FACTORS - HISTORY: Overall, non-Hispanic black women 
are less likely to get breast cancer than non-Hispanic white women. 
But for women under 40, the opposite is true—non-Hispanic black 
women are more likely to get breast cancer than non-Hispanic 
white women. The median age at diagnosis for black women is 59, 
compared to 63 for white women. Whether it’s due to gene mutations 
like BRCA1/2, similar lifestyles or other family traits, if someone in 
your family has had breast cancer, other members have a higher 
risk. That’s why it’s so important to talk to both your mother’s and 
father’s relatives about family health history and other factors that 
might affect your family’s risk.

RISK FACTORS - AGE: Family history and gene mutations 
increase the risk of breast cancer, but they’re just a piece of the 
puzzle. The biggest risk factors for breast cancer are being female 
and getting older. That means we all need to take charge of our 
breast health, whatever our family history.

MEN AT RISK: Breast cancer in men is rare, but it happens. Men 
whose families have a history of breast cancer are at higher risk and 
may even benefit from regular screening. All men should talk to their 
doctor if they ever notice a change to their chests or nipples. It’s 
also important to know if a man in your family has had breast cancer 
since it may mean other family members have a higher risk.

TAKING CHARGE: Taking care of your health is always a good 
idea, but there’s no magic guarantee against breast cancer. When it 
comes to cancer, the best defense really is a good offense. There are 
no guarantees against breast cancer, but there are ways to reduce 
your risk. Getting exercise and minimizing alcohol are a great start. 
For new, soon-to-be, and some-day moms, breastfeeding can also 
reduce your risk. People at higher risk may be able to take medication 
or even get surgery to bring their risk down. And we can all increase 
our chances of surviving breast cancer if we get it by taking action 
to catch any problems early. That means understanding our risk, 
getting on a regular screening schedule and getting checked out if 
you ever notice a change in your breasts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.nationalbreastcancer.org/about-breast-cancer
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NOVEMBER 3-5
IN STORE ONLY

The Belk Charity Sale is dedicated to support-
ing local non-profit organizations, including the 
Women’s Guild of St. John XXIII Church.

The Guild will be selling $5 tickets to the event, 
and Belk allows us to keep 100% of the ticket 
proceeds to help fund our Outreach Projects. 

All ticket proceeds go to charity!

Get your ticket NOW to 
shop early from NOW 
through November 2, then 
come back to pick up your 
purchase and shop even 
more during the event on 
November 3-5!

charity
sale

PRE-SALE:

PURCHASE TICKETS:
STELLA MCCAFFREY
Stellamccaffrey@aol.com

Show your support of the 
St. John XXIII Women’s 
Guild and purchase a $5 
ticket today!

GIVE $5 to charity

GET $5 OFF anything! 
no brand exclusions!

+ EXTRA 25% OFF
your favorite designer brands!

You Are Invi t ed!
NOVEMBER 4       9:30am-12:30pm n

Be Blessed and Encouraged at our next Magnificat 
breakfast for women, Saturday, November 4, from 
9:30am-12:30pm at the Crown Plaza Fort Myers Gulf 
Coast, formerly Holiday Inn Airport. 

Our speaker, Father Ananda Reddy, serves as parochial 
vicar at St Andrew Catholic Church in Cape Coral. He was 
born on June 10, 1982, in South India.

In response to the divine call, he joined the minor 
seminary at the age of 15, and was ordained on 
December 27, 2010, with the motto of Live to Love. As 
a newly ordained priest, he served for two years in one of 
India’s most popular retreat centers, the Divine Retreat 
Center, in Chalakudy, India.

Later, he was appointed as director of Anandhashram 
Retreat Center. He became pastor after serving five 
years in two different Charismatic Retreat Centers. He 
facilitated life in the spirit and healing retreats in and out 
of India to various groups including priests, nuns, and 
lay people. Father has traveled extensively to preach re-
treats to family and youth groups in various parts of the 
world, mostly in Europe, Africa, South East Asia, and the 
Middle East. He has a Bachelor’s Degrees in Economics 
and Education, and a Master Degree in Social Work. 

CONTACT:
Margaret Mengle at (239) 826-7475

For Mor e  In f o rma t i o n :

To Pur c h a s e  Ti c k e t s :
ORDER ONLINE:
https://magnificatfortmyers.com/order-tickets/
Reservations can be made ONLINE until 
NOON on Tuesday, October 31

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

Craftie Ladies



anything! 

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
9am-5pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
8am-1pm

Craftie Ladies
RAFFLES

FUN

THE CRAFTIE LADIES came 
together 14 years ago. The 
group has grown to nearly 
40 talented and dedicated 
women. 
All proceeds go directly back 
into the community. 
Just a few causes we donate 
to are:

•	 Verity

•	 St. John XXIII Villas 

•	 Eva’s Closet

•	 Veterans Blankets

•	 ACT

•	 and many others!

Mark your calendars for The Craftie Ladies Fall Craft Sale! If you’ve been 
to one of our fairs before, you know we have a large variety of top quality, 
homemade items for sale, such as: Quilts, table runners, jewelry, rosaries, 
hand-knitted and crocheted items, holiday decor, wreaths, scrubbies, rope 
bowls, pillowcases, baby items, pet toys, shell roses and so much more.
Raffle Baskets: Dog, cat, Evening in Paris, Christmas, Santa, Cookie 
Basket, Pamper Me and others. The drawing will take place at 1 pm 
on Sunday, November 12 
We hope to see you at our craft fair! Stop by, have a chat and, just 
maybe you can get some early shopping done!

Parish Life Center

CRAFTS

ALL PROCEEDS GO BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Pro-Life Luncheon: Join Ave Maria University on November 
4 for their annual Pro-Life Luncheon with keynote speaker,  
Seth Gruber, a pro-life activist, speaker, founder of the White 
Rose Resistance, and host of the podcast “UnAborted.” Mass 
will be celebrated by Bishop Scharfenberger at 11:30am, and 
luncheon to follow at 12:30pm in the Bob Thomas Student 
Union Ballroom. To register, contact Stephanie Harangozo 
at steffi.harangozo@avemaria.edu or (239) 280-7084 
Bishop Verot 2024-2025 Freshman Placement Exams: Now 
open to prospective freshmen for the 2024-2025 school 
year will be held on Saturday, November 11. Students 
must complete the online application in order to register 
for the exam. Participants in these testing dates are eligible 
for the DeSales Scholarship. Financial assistance is also 
available. Please visit www.bvhs.org/admissions for more 
information. To schedule a private tour please contact the 
Admissions Office at patty.holmes@bvhs.org
Decline to Sign Petition: An extremely grave initiative is 
underway in Florida that seeks to erase pro-life protections 
by inserting language into the Florida State Constitution 
banning regulation of abortion. Abortion activists are 
working to gather petition signatures to have a pro-abortion 
constitutional amendment placed on the statewide ballot 
in the November 2024 election. To do so, they need nearly 
900,000 signatures. Floridian Catholics should not sign the 
petition as we approach the November elections. 
Weekend Retreat for Grieving Parents: December 1-3 at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center, 3989 S. Moon 
Drive, Venice, FL. This Catholic faith retreat offers a safe 
place to seek peace and comfort, and will be led by Deacon 
Henry deMena and a team of parents who have walked this 
path. $150/person double occupancy, $250/person single 
occupancy. For more information, contact Carrie Harkey at 
harkey@dioceseofvenice.org or call (941) 484-9543
Bereavement Workshop: A workshop focusing on surviving 
the holidays without your loved one with Deacon Henry 
deMena. No cost or registration needed. 2 Locations 
available: Monday, December 4 from 3pm-4:30pm at St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish Center, 5265 Placida Road, Grove 
City, FL and Tuesday, December 5 from 3pm-4:30pm at St. 
William Parish, Blessed Mother Center, 750 Seagate Drive, 
Naples, FL. For more information contact Carrie Harkey at 
harkey@dioceseofvenice.org or call (941) 484-9543
Bereavement Training: December 6-7 at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, 1301 Center Road, Venice. $35/per person with 
lunch and materials included. For more information, contact 
Carrie Harkey at harkey@dioceseofvenice.org
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Healing after Abortion: For more information or questions, 
contact Sylvia Jimenez by email or on the Project Rachel 
Helpline at (941) 412-5860

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9 - 6PM
OUR LADY OF LIGHT 
$10 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandale.com
Guest Speaker:
SAM BLAIR
(former Navy SEAL Lieutenant 
Commander)
“The Word, The Flesh & The Devil”

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - 6:30PM
CHURCH OF RESURRECTION 
$18 DONATION
Please register online:
www.faithandwineleecounty.com
(season tickets: $50)

Guest Speaker:
MARIA VADIA 
“Healing:  Your Inheritance”



Family Name: ______________________________ Phone Number: ________________________

Number of Adults: _________			       Number of Children: ________

Fif t h  Annua lFi f t h  Annua l

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
        Catholic Church

Please fill out this form/money by MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20 so we have enough 
food and supplies. You can return to the Parish Office or Faith Formation Office.

Thank You and God Bless!

ADVENT WREATH MAKING FAMILY EVENT

5th Annual ADVENT WREATH MAKING FAMILY EVENT

We hope all will attend this 
special event to prepare us for 
the birth of Christ Our Savior. 
You will learn about the history 
and significance of Advent and 
make an Advent Wreath to 
take home. 
This event is a chance for the 
ENTIRE COMMUNITY to come 
TOGETHER and kick off the 
ADVENT SEASON in such a fun 
and memorable way!

•	 ALL SUPPLIES WILL BE PROVIDED FOR THE 
WREATH-MAKING

•	 ADDITIONAL CRAFTS FOR THE LITTLE ONES 

•	 WREATHS WILL BE BLESSED

•	 BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
Parish Life Center - 12:30PM

LUNCH IS PROVIDED 

PER FAMILY
or Individual$15$15

IF USING WREATH FROM PREVIOUS YEAR

PER FAMILY$20$20 INCLUDES WREATH FORM

AT THE DOOR$30$30 IF SPACE AVAILABLE



CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN



Mario’s
Meat Market

and Deli

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/goFL

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN



 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-2
9

2
-9

111

Simply bring this coupon to any 
team member to redeem offer.

Expires: 1/31/2022 New members only.

Your time to shine.

$10 off your first month of
UNLIMITED Works washes.Wash 

often.
10951 Saxum Drive 

Fort Myers
10680 Colonial Blvd. 

Fort Myers 

Aesthetic
The

Dental Centre

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN


