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For on this day shall 

atonement be made for you 

to cleanse you. You shall be 

clean before the Lord from all 

your sins.
- Leviticus 16:30 
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL 
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres 
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL
Hope Hospice 239-369-1831  
1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL
St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
• 8:00 AM † Paul McCallum by Chuck & Wanda McCallum         

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
• 8:00 AM † Adam Madsen by Faye & Jim Vogt               
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - ASH WEDNESDAY
• 8:00 AM † Joseph Testa by his wife, Patti
• 12:00 PM † Elaine Quan by Bob & Helen Tuffy
• 4:15 PM - PRAYER SERVICE with Distribution of Ashes
• 6:00 PM † Marilyn Brummer by Karen Sanders
• 8:00 PM - Vietnamese Mass             

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• 8:00 AM † Michael W. Hesselbach by Mike & Cleo Hesselbach
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• 8:00 AM † Teagan DeMeo by Kip DeMeo & Jaclyn Haligas     

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
• 8:00 AM † Joseph Parrino by Ria & Robert Brown  
• 4:00 PM † Bob Quid by the St. John XXIII Pastoral Team
• 8:00 PM † Teresa - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
• 7:15 AM † Ken Van Hook by Curtis & Holly Atkins 
• 9:15 AM † Antonio & Beatriz Fagel by their family
• 11:15 AM † Elaine Quan by Michael & Anna Maria Patterson
• 1:30 PM ♥ Emiliano Reyes by Marisa Zavala
• 4:00 PM - Contemporary Mass - Church

FEBRUARY 22  -  NOT A HOLY DAY
MASSES/ASHES:
8AM, 12PM & 6PM

PRAYER SERVICE 
WITH DISTRIBUTION 
OF ASHES: 4:15PM

VIETNAMESE MASS:
8:00PM

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 22 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - FEBRUARY 26  
• 1ST READING  GN 2:7-9; 3:1-7
• PSALM  PS 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 17
• 2ND READING ROM 5:12-19   
• GOSPEL  MT 4:1-11

• 1ST READING  JL 2:12-18
• PSALM  PS 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 & 17
• 2ND READING 2 COR 5:20-6:2   
• GOSPEL  MT 6:1-6, 16-18
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by: Marty Doucette - Catholic Exchange

OUR  Lenten JOURNEY  Begins

Ash Wednesday will start our Lenten journey – what Eastern Orthodoxy aptly 
calls “Forty Nights of Bright Darkness” – it is a good thing to reflect upon the 
meaning of those ashes placed upon our foreheads in the sign of the Cross 
with the words “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” It 
is good to recall why we mourn together. The ashes are obviously in mourning 
for the present condition of humanity, but the words convey something more 
profound – they hint that much more is going on here than the reminder of 
our mortality. They are also a proclamation of our highest hope. We are being 
reminded of the sacred promise that we will rise together. 
God’s divinely tough love was born in the very moments following our parents’ 
sins of self-worship and self-preservation. In that eternal moment, He launched 
a Selfless Plan that would unveil itself throughout millennia – a plan where 
God would sacrifice Himself as Ransom for His creation from the snares of 
death. That is what we mourn with the ashes on our foreheads – not feeling 
sorry for ourselves and our human condition, but rather, in sincere repentance 
for the price we know God would ultimately pay to bring us back rising from 
those ashes.
It takes a radical vantage point to begin to grasp how far we fell at the Fall and 
to what distances God had to go to bring us back – a vista like that which we 
gain in Exodus 90. For most of us, it takes the ninety days of a desert experience 
for us to begin to have the eyes to see like Adam saw before he first sinned. 
God appeared to Moses as the promise to rescue men and women from 
their enslavement to their fallen gods – millennia after our first parents had 
first sold themselves into slavery. God entered human history at the Burning 
Bush to rescue Moses’ people. And ultimately, God permanently entered 
our human history as the Man Jesus Christ to once and for all time destroy 
humanity’s enslavement to death. It took millennia, but for us today – now – 
we are ransomed by the Blood of Jesus Christ and restored once again to the 
Image of God. But now we’re not just God’s human creation; we are forever 
His Children! 
So today, as you and I walk forward and receive those ashes, let us grieve for 
what Christ has had to do for us. Let us not grieve because we need to lose 
weight or because our hair is thinning or because the guy next door has a 
better job or a cuter girlfriend or wife. Let us grieve because God considered 
us so vital to Himself that He entered human history to ransom us back. 
Let us grieve because we love Him so much. Let us grieve because we want 
our brother and sister to know Him too. Let us mourn because the world so 
severely needs Him.  And for that reason, let us re-dedicate ourselves to Him 
during this Time of the Bright Darkness – that we will all rise from the ashes 
together. Amen.
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Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. 
If you would like continual prayer, please add your 
name to the prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of 
people who will pray for them by name! 
Join our ePrayer community and give the gift of prayer.  
Register at: https://johnxxiii.net/e-prayer/

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord!
Nancy Perko 
Ron Smith
C. Anthony Navy 

Prayers forEternal Life

Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer           
Ron Hudepohl  
Laura Ford
Tony Gagnet 
Scott Dugan  
Cynthia & William        
Jim Benham  
Lucy Sloan Pautler
Hayden Lecius
Brook Jones
Ella
Celeste Cavazos
Sue Yingling
John Hagan
Alan Podbesek 
Ronald French
Suzanne Lambert

Sandy Peterson
John Matulis
Mary Paska 
Michael Lawrence
Tony Thompson
Kevin Ferreira
David
Deborah Young 
Fran D’Aleo
Jim Bedenko
Braden O’Halloran
Kevin Sutton
Michael D. 
Hermann Preissler
Peg Gaffney
Laurie Gilligan
Lois Patterson
Elethia Oliver-Ajose

In Memory of:  Philip & Josephine Seger
Requested by: Agnes

Euchar i s t Bread

In Memory of:  Mickey Cavallo
Requested by: Ann Marie

Tabernac l eCandle

A LETTER FROM

Bishop Dewane

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Each Lenten Season, Catholics embark on a forty-day 
journey, beginning on Ash Wednesday. During this Holy 
Season, Catholics focus in an intentional way on turning 
away from sin and toward God to grow in His love. 
The three Lenten pillars of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, 
allow us to grow closer to God and gain a better 
understanding of how our actions are impacting the lives 
of our brothers and sisters in need. CRS Rice Bowl-Catholic 
Relief Services’ Lenten faith-in-action program-invites us 
to practice these pillars while reflecting on the needs of 
our sisters and brothers and how we can respond in love 
to support them. 
During this Lenten Season, our Faith community will 
be joining millions of Catholics across the country by 
participating in Operation Rice Bowl, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22, 2023. A portion of your aid 
goes to Catholic Relief Services to fund development 
projects overseas that help increase and maintain 
communities’ access food, overcome the cause of hunger 
and adapt to climate change. Twenty-five percent of the 
total contribution remains here in the Diocese of Venice 
supporting families post Hurricane Ian, through food 
pantries and soup kitchens. On behalf of those who benefit 
from your participation, I express their appreciation and 
add my acknowledgement of your continued support. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
I take this opportunity to extend to you my continued 
consideration as well as my prayers throughout this 
Lenten Season.



Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces   
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Andrew Hawkinson, USN     
Cavalry Scout Specialist,

Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy    
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
Com. Craig Fowler, USN 
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,   
82nd ABN
CPL Eric Lyons, USMC 
2nd Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army   
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic  
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
SPC 4 Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army Airborne 
Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland
Augustus Gagis, Major, USAF
Zachary Gagis, Lieutenant, USN
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, February 20
• PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - President’s Day
• Adoration Chapel open 8:30am-3:45pm
• Men's Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
• Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm 
• Women’s Guild: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 6:30pm
• Parish Mission with Fr. Bill: Church - 7pm____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, February 21
• Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am  
• Walking w/Purpose: ZOOM/in Person PLC - 10am 
• Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
• Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm
• AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm
• Parish Mission with Fr. Bill: Church - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, February 22 - Ash Wednesday
• Adoration Chapel open 8:30am-8pm 
• Mass (Bishop Dewane celebrant): Church - 8am
• Pastoral Staff Meeting: OCR - 10am
• Walking w/Purpose: ZOOM - 10am 
• Faith Formation Session 1 (Ashes): Church - 4:15pm
• Middle School Youth Group: (Mass) Church - 6pm
• Faith Formation Session 2 (Ashes): Church - 6pm 
• Mass: Church - 6pm  
• Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, February 23
• Bridge: PLC/St. Michael/St. Bernadette - 12:30pm
• End of Life Workshop: Main Hall - 6:30pm - 8:30pm
• Hispanic Music Rehearsal: PLC/Classroom - 7pm
• Walking w/Purpose: ZOOM - 7:30pm____________________________________________________________

Friday, February 24
• Stations of the Cross & Benediction: Church - 6pm
• Mass of Remembrance: Church - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, February 25
• Fish Fry Ticket Sales: Narthex
• Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex
• Women’s Guild Fashion Show: Main Hall - 11am - 2pm
• Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
• Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, February 26 
• Fish Fry Ticket Sales: Narthex 
• Blood Pressure Checks: Narthex 
• 7:15am, 9:15am & 11:15am * Livestreamed 
• Children's Choir Rehearsal: Chapel - 8:45am
• Pre-School Bible Class: St. Suzanna - 9:15am
• RCIA: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 10:15am
• Hispanic Choir: St. Therese - 11am 
• Blaze Bible Study: PLC/St. Elizabeth - 12:15pm
• Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm * via YouTube 
• Contemporary Mass: Church - 4pm

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Cyndy Gabbert
Scott & Cora Revis
Joanne Leonardi
Amadeo Perez

n

n

n

n

Ernie & Connie Str yjak
Tu Tran & Hong Dang
Alan & Christina Norori
Eric & Ruthann Volcheff

n

n

n

n

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, March 12, 2023 after 
the 11:15am Mass  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms or 
serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request a letter 
stating that they are parishioners. To receive such a letter, you 
must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly and be 
committed to stewardship of time, talent and treasure. One 
means of verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please note your support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. 



|  PAGE 6  |

8:00am: MASS at St. John XXIII
Bishop Frank Dewane Presiding

9:45am: ROSARY

10:15am: OPENING RALLY
Planned Parenthood 6418 Commerce Park 
Drive, Fort Myers (Just off Daniels between 
Plantation and Metro Parkway)

EACH WEDNESDAY
Prayer Vigil

Planned Parenthood

FEBRUARY 22 - MARCH 29

OPENING DAY
Prayer Vigil

PLEASE NOTE: Bus transportation will be 
provided to and from Planned Parenthood

11:00am - 5:00pm

FEBRUARY 22

Lent is a time of renewal for 
the whole Church, for each 

community and every believer. 
Above all it is a time of grace.

Fasting
&

Regulations

REGULATIONS ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE
Ash Wednesday, February 22 and Good Friday, April 7, 
are days of fast and abstinence. All Fridays of Lent are 
also days of abstinence from meat.
Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday by all Catholics between the ages of 18 years and 
59 years (inclusive). On a fast day one full meal is allowed. 
Two smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may 
be taken according to each one’s needs, but together 
they should not equal another full meal. Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed. If possi-
ble, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Eas-
ter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to 
prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate 
more readily His Resurrection.

ABSTINENCE  from meat is to be observed by 
all Catholics who are 14 years of age and older. Ash 
Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent (and Good Friday) 
are the days of abstinence.

NOTE: If a person is unable to observe the above reg-
ulations due to ill health or other serious reasons, they 
are urged to practice other forms of self-denial that are 
suitable to their condition.
FASTING, ALMSGIVING AND PRAYER are the three 
traditional disciplines of Lent. The faithful and catechu-
mens should undertake these practices seriously in a 
spirit of penance and of preparation for baptism or of 
renewal of baptism at Easter. 

The following information reminds the faithful of the 
regulations for fast and abstinence during the Lent and 
Easter season:
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24

“There is no human experience as 
potentially devastating as the loss 
of a child.” 

HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED 
THE LOSS OF A CHILD?

- Miller. Wm. 1969: When Going   
  to Pieces Holds You Together,   
  Fortress Publisher

A special prayer card will be distributed.

To honor and celebrate the children of all ages that 
we have lost, St. John XXIII Catholic Church, will hold 
a SPECIAL LITURGY in remembrance of them, on 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 AT 7PM in the chapel. 
We will remember them, hear their names and 
celebrate the life we had with them. The grief we 
experience taught us how to bear our sorrow and be 
able to listen and comfort others that have suffered 
such a loss. There will be a social gathering after the 
Liturgy in the Narthex. 
Please bring an unframed picture of your child that 
can be pinned on a display. If no picture is available, 
we will have mementos available that can be used. All 
are welcome: please feel free to bring friends or family 
members. If you are unable to attend but would like 
your child’s name included, please call Helen Tuffy, FCN 
at (239) 826-6873 or email Helengtuffy@gmail.com

The St. Luke Adoration Chapel WILL BE OPEN for 
extended hours on ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
from 8:30am until 8:00pm. 
ALL FRIDAYS DURING LENT the chapel will be open 
until 8:00pm. 
Please Note: The chapel is closed for the Triduum.

REGULAR CHAPEL Hours
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8:30am-3:45pm

SATURDAY: 8:30am-3:30pm
For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry visit 
johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

ADORATION
CORNER

ASH WEDNESDAY/ Lent
Come SitWith Me

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
5:30PM TO 7:00PM - PARISH LIFE CENTER

The Knights of Columbus will be holding a fish 
fry on Friday, March 3 from 5:30pm to 7:00pm 
in the Parish Life Center. Dinner includes: 
fish, potato salad, coleslaw, beverages and 
chocolate pudding. 

ADULTS: $15  children 12 & under: $10 
Tickets will be available in the Narthex this 
weekend. LIMIT 200 TICKETS



|  PAGE 8  |

  

Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

YOU do NOT need to be a teacher to share the gift 
of God’s love and word with the children of our 
parish! 
WE NEED HELP, WE NEED YOU!
We are currently in need of extra assistance with 
our Faith Formation program. You do not need any 
previous experience as we will provide you with 
the needed training. You just need to be available 
on Wednesday afternoons or evenings as we have 
2 sessions; one at 4:15pm and one at 6:00pm We 
are looking for:
• People willing to substitute when our regular 

catechists are absent
• Additional people to take attendance and 

walk groups of children from one classroom to 
another classroom for Grades Kindergarten – 
5th grade.

Do you like working with children? Do you have a 
passion for Scripture? If you answered yes to these 
two questions, then we hope you will answer the 
call to volunteer to help us with Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word (CLOW), either at the 9:15am or the 
11:15 Mass. If we get enough volunteers, we often 
only need you to help out once or twice a month. 
We are organizing a meeting for you to come learn 
more about CLOW and how rewarding this ministry 
can be! 
For more information, please call 239-561-7499 or 
email FrannieDre@johnxxiii.net

SEEKING TEACHERS, ASSISTANTS 
AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS

BE OUR NEXT  ASSISTANT FAITH 
FORMATION Director?

Are you BEING CALLED TO

Are you Catholic and do you have a high 
school diploma or higher degree?

Are you upbeat and friendly? Extremely 
organized and have great time management 
skills?

Do you possess strong computer skills, with 
a proficiency in Microsoft Word, Excel and 
Publisher?

Does the idea of working in a fast-paced 
environment and having fun while sharing our 
faith with children of all ages sound exciting 
to you?

If you answered YES to all of the above, 
please email your resume to:

FRANNIE CERNIGLIA 
franniedre@johnxxiii.net 
For questions, please call Frannie 
Monday - Thursday from 8:30am to 
4:00pm at 239-561-7499
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YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII 
for updates and local happenings.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the first Thursday of each month.   
• March 2: Please check the Facebook page for 

more information.  

Confirmation Program: 
Sundays 5pm - 6pm
Both Year one and Year two students must register 
through our parish website under the Sacraments tab. 
Program begins in September each year. 

High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions: Sundays 11:15am Mass 
and Social 
REGISTRATION and SCHEDULE are located under the 
EDUCATION TAB on Parish Website.

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions  - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm 
Registration and the schedule are located under the 
education tab on Parish Website. 

Youth Council
Meets Quarterly: The mission of St. John XXIII Youth 
Council is to challenge and equip children of God with 
the tools to inspire and disciple others while giving a 
voice to young leaders to serve, love and grow with 
the St. John XXIII Community.

Volunteer Opportunites
Visit Sign up Genius website at:
www.signupgenius.com/go/ 
8050c45aead2daaf58-youth

DISCIPLES OF
CHRIST

SPOTLIGHT

Why is your Catholic faith important to you?
My Catholic faith is very important to me, as my 
faith is the main thing that gets me through my 
struggles and helps me trust in His plan. 

What do you like most about St. John XXIII 
Catholic Church?
St. John XXIII has such a warm and welcoming 
environment. You will never enter without being 
greeted by a smile. 

What does it mean to you, to be a Disciple 
of Christ?
By being a Disciple of Christ I hope to continue 
learning more about my faith, and help teach 
others the importance of theirs!

Madeline Harkness  is a Bishop Verot student 
who recently visited St John XXIII to talk to our 
middle school youth group on her experience at 
the March for Life. Madeline not only shared her 
passion to save lives, but also taught the kids 
about St. Gianna Beretta Molla after meeting 
her daughter at this year’s rally. Maddie’s 
commitment to the prolife movement and her 
desire to change hearts and minds has earned 
her Disciple of Christ February 2023. 
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Delight in an elegant evening of cocktails, stories of perseverance and hope, dinner, 
auction and dancing. Proceeds will benefit Resilience, Rebuilding and Community for 
Hurricane Ian Survivors in Lee, Hendry & Glades Counties. 
LOCATION: St. Leo the Great Catholic Church
Parish Life Center - Bonita Springs, Florida
COCKTAILS: 6:00PM    DINNER: 7:00PM    TICKETS: $250 Per Person
Sponsorship Opportunities Available. For information, please contact (239) 334-4007 
ext. 2100 or email: venetianball@catholiccharitiesdov.org

HELP NEEDED: Catholic Charities Ft. Myers needs help with your ideas and 
perhaps footwork to pull together a badly needed Venetian Ball to refill the 
coffers. Please join us by contacting (239) 225-0264 to help raise money for the 
many very needy people. Thank you for your time, talent and treasure.

Vene t i a nBal l :  SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 2023

Exploring the Mystery of Pain and Suffering

FEBRUARY 19 - 21: CHURCH 7PM - 8PMFEBRUARY 19 - 21: CHURCH 7PM - 8PM

WITH FATHER BILL JAREMA

END OF LIFE
PLANNING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - 6:30-8:30pm 

PARISH LIFE CENTER



Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

  2-12-23            2-13-22          Difference
Offertory $28,177.63      $30,218.51     ($2,040.88)   
Building Fund   $1,796.00        $1,564.00             $232.00
Total  $29,973.63       $31,782.51     ($1,808.88)  
Mass Attendance      4196                  3489  
Registered Families    3732                  3591

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 2023 Catholic Faith Appeal
2023 Goal   $488,000.00  
Pledge      $85,848.00         
Payments     $34,817.83      

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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FEBRUARY 19 - 21: CHURCH 7PM - 8PMFEBRUARY 19 - 21: CHURCH 7PM - 8PM

An anonymous member 
donated $10K each year for 
10 years to our poor box to 
help the most in need. We 
pray for them and thank 
them for their generosity.

“for it is in

that we receive.”
giving

St. Francis of Assisi

RECYCLING EQUALS MONEY
Here at St. John XXIII, we 
encourage you to recycle!

Our recycle bin is located 
to the far right of the 
Vietnamese Statue near the 
other side of the parking lot.

Items such as cardboard, 
newspapers, office paper 
and aluminum cans can be 
deposited in the recycle bin.

With your diligent help, we 
are able to receive money 
from the recycling company, 
Garden St. Paper Products, 
which in return, goes back to 
help the church.

Thank you for your support of 
our common home and the 
Parish community!
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
Catholic Church

Contact: Richard Owen | musicdirector@johnxxiii.net

The music ministry is seeking inspired volunteers to join 
our exciting music programs. Please find below more in-
formation or contact our music director, Richard Owen, 
at: Musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
“Those who sing, pray twice”, said St. Augustine and 
‘Those who sing well, sing thrice’.

St. John XXIII Parish Choir:
The Parish Choir is composed of adult women and men 
who lead the congregation at the Sunday 11:15AM 
Mass. Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays, 6-7:00PM.

St. John XXIII Children’s Choir:
The choir is composed of children age 6 - 14 who sing 
monthly at the Sunday 9:15AM Mass. Rehearsals are 
on Sundays from 8:45-9:05AM in the Chapel.

St. John XXIII Modern Ensemble:
This vocal and instrumental group of teenagers and 
adults present diverse upbeat repertoire at a monthly 
4:00pm Sunday Mass. Rehearsals are twice a month 
on Wednesdays from 7-8:00PM in the church.

CONTEMPORARY

MASS 

All are welcome to join us the last Sunday of 
every month in the Church for Contemporary 
Mass at 4:00pm.
Enjoy music with many different instruments 
such as drums, guitars and more! 

Sunday, February 26 - 4:00pm

The imposition of ashes is a solemn ritual that 
signals the beginning of the holy season of Lent. The 
ceremony is distinctive; there is no liturgical action 
like it throughout the entire church year.
Ashes come from a previous Palm Sunday. The palms 
are burned, the ashes collected and then crushed 
into a fine, sooty powder and placed into bowls, 
where they are blessed by the priest during the Ash 
Wednesday Mass after the homily. Then, in a Com-
munion-like procession, people are invited to come 
forward, and the ashes are applied to each person’s 
forehead in the shape of a cross as the minister says 
either, “Turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel” 
(Mark 1:15), the usual prayer, or “Remember that you 
are dust, and unto dust you shall return” (Genesis 
3:19), the older, more traditional invocation. Ashes 
symbolize two main things in the Old Testament.
DEATH, REPENTANCE
Ashes are equivalent to dust, and human flesh is 
composed of dust or clay (Genesis 2:7), and when a 
human corpse decomposes, it returns to dust or ash.
For example, Abraham told God, “I am but dust and 
ashes” (Genesis 18:27), a reference to his human 
mortality. Jeremiah described death as a “valley of 
corpses and ashes” (Jeremiah 31:40). Ashes are an 
ominous sign, and we use them on Ash Wednesday 
to remind ourselves of our own impending deaths. 
Death may come sooner, or it may come later, but it 
will surely come.
And if death is coming, we need to be prepared, and 
the time to prepare for death is now, and the way to 
prepare is to live according to God’s ways.
When the prophet Daniel shamefacedly clothed 
himself in sackcloth and ashes, they were a sign of his 
people’s contrition for their rebellion, wickedness and 
treachery (Daniel 9:3).
When Jonah warned the Ninevites that God planned 
to destroy their city because of their corruption and 
depravity, the people covered themselves with sack-
cloth and ashes as a sign of their intention to turn 
from their evil ways (Jonah 3:6,10).
Ashes are a plea to God for mercy and compassion, 
pardon and forgiveness.
Moreover, they are a public admission of guilt, an 
expression of sorrow for sins that have been com-
mitted, a promise to reform and a pledge to resist 
temptation in the future.
We, too, are sinners. When we come forward to 
receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, we are saying that 
we are sorry for our sins, and that we want to use the 
season of Lent to correct our faults, purify our hearts, 
control our desires and grow in holiness so we will be 
prepared to celebrate Easter with great joy.

AshWednesday?
WHY DO WE RECEIVE ASHES ON

Our Church Parish 
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Our Church Parish 

We want to thank Victor and Millie Cerna and 
their girls for organizing the Miracles of the 
Eucharist Exhibition that was designed and 
created by Carlos Acutis.
Thank you to all the volunteers that hosted each 
day. It was visited by 1,238 people! 
Thank you for all your work to bring this display 
to our parish.

Pinecrest Elementary School in Immokalee expressed deep appre-
ciation for our outreach’s support of helping children and families 
in need. Seven cars were filled with food. Our team brought ALL of 
the banana boxes (behind us, as well as boxes in front and next to 
us in this picture!) It’s a lot when you see it all together! Thank you 
for ALL your hard work! We are working with the school to figure 
out a more efficient way to transport the food, and we could use 
your prayers that we reach a solution. 

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY

Students were so 
excited to receive 
crocheted hats and 
afghans from the 
Craftie Ladies!
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Craftie Ladies Message from
JUDY SIEGEL 

WreathClass :
Hello Everyone! All of us Craftie Ladies hope you 
have been enjoying the cooler weather. On January 
23, we had another deco mesh wreath class at our 
group meeting. I had 4 ladies and they all caught on 
very quickly, especially Janet! For $20, they were all 
given a “kit”, that contained a 10” wire frame, and all 
necessary items to make and complete a wreath. We 
had a lot of fun, with much laughter included, free 
of charge! A special thank you to Victoria, Kelly, Barb 
and Janet. I will be giving another class in the Spring, 
so if you are interested in learning this fun technique, 
please email at lauren.siegel@sbcglobal.net or call 
(414) 529-4978

Craft i eUpdate s :
We have been very busy beginning our crafts for this 
year’s Fall Craft Fair which is tentatively scheduled for 
October 14-15. Also, we are in the beginning stages 
of planning our raffles. If you have any ideas, then 
please let me know. 
We are having so much fun with our classes, that we 
plan on having many more, taught by other Craftie 
Ladies in the future. More deatils to come. 
Our yearly business meeting is this month, in which 
we will be discussing and possibly changing some of 
our charities that we donate to.
The Craftie Ladies wish to thank all those who help us out 
on a daily basis: office staff, bookkeeper, PLC coordinator, 
and bulletin editor. Anyone we have missed, it is not 
intentional! But, sincerely thanks to all!

New Leadersh ip :
The Craftie Ladies has new leadership. Cheryl Rajotte, 
and co-leader Beth Gelormine, are now leading our 
group. Please contact them with any questions: 
CHERYL RAJOTTE   BETH GELORMINE
rajotte78@yahoo.com   bethgelormine@comcast.net
(620) 249-7033    (239) 910-3485

Donat ions Needed:
As usual, we are always looking for fabric yardage and 
yarn for our projects. We kindly ask that you DO NOT 
drop off knick-knacks, clothes of any kind or curtains.  
These items can not be used and are not accepted.



|  PAGE 15  |

You Are Invi t ed!
MARCH 4        9:30am-12:30pm n

Be Blessed and Encouraged at our next Magnificat break-
fast for women, Saturday, March 4, 9:30am-12:30pm at 
the Holiday Inn Airport, Gulf Coast Town Center, in Fort 
Myers. Our guest speaker is Margaret Vasquez.
Margaret Vasquez, is a Licensed Professional Clinical 
Counselor, Certified Trauma Therapist, Certified Intensive 
Trauma Therapy Instructor, a Certified Traumatologist 
and Field Traumatologist, and is Certified in Myers-Briggs. 
She is the founder and director of Sacred Heart Healing 
Ministries. 
Margaret has appeared on numerous episodes of Women 
of Grace on EWTN, many radio shows, podcasts, and has 
worked in the healing ministry for many years. She now 
provides healing/wellness/ and relationship coaching on-
line and presents retreats and parish seminars based on a 
Theology of relationships.  
Margaret suffered for many years as a traumatized person 
before finding healing and freedom through a variation of 
the therapy she has honed. Due to this experience, cou-
pled with a degree in Theology, she sees life’s challenges 
from a perspective of human and spiritual integration. 
Margaret is passionate about helping you live in the free-
dom and peace the Lord has for you. 

CONTACT:
Margaret Mengle (239) 826-7475

For Mor e  In f o rma t i o n :

To Pur c h a s e  Ti c k e t s :

MAIL REQUEST:
Please send a $23 check, payable to:
Magnificat Fort Myers (Margaret Mengle)
5017 Westminster Dr., Fort Myers, FL 33919
Checks must be postmarked by February 22.

ORDER ONLINE: (by noon February 27)
https://magnificatfortmyers.com/order-tickets/

Registrations are open on a limited first-come basis.

9TH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

IN  ALZHEIMER’S

Caregiving and Treatment

For questions regarding the conference, 
please contact info@dubincenter.com or call 
(239) 437-3007
Visit: dubincenter.com/symposium

MARCH 1
8AM - 4PM

J O I N  U S

Cohen Center
Fort Myers, Florida

Family care partners and professionals are 
invited to join us for an upcoming Alzheimer’s 
& Dementia symposia. This symposium will 
provide attendees with valuable education, in-
formation and resources, as well as inspiration  
and encouragement for the caregiving journey. 
This event is FREE for Family Caregivers but 
you MUST register at: 
dubincenter.com/family-caregiver-registration 

• Free for Registered Family Caregivers 
• $50 Registration
• $100 with 5.5 CEUs
• Limited to 200 Attendees



|  PAGE 16  |

Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Long-Sleeve Relief Drive (February 22-April 6): Please 
consider collecting long-sleeve shirts, food, and/or money 
to benefit our farmworkers. For more information visit 
https://donorbox.org/long-sleeve-relief-drive-2-2 or call 
888-275-9953
Faith & Wine Lee County: Thursday, February 23 at 6:30pm 
with guest speaker Emily Jaminet. Location: Our Lady of 
Light. “Encountering the Sacred Heart of Jesus So You Can 
Claim the Promises in Your Life”. $20 Donation. To register, 
visit www.faithandwineleecounty.com
Our Mother’s House Wine Tasting: This event will take place 
at 5:30pm on Thursday, February 23 at the Venice Community 
Center, 326 Nokomis Avenue S., Venice. Funds raised from 
this event will benefit Our Mother’s House. There will be a 
wine tasting, dinner, and live auction. You will also have an 
opportunity to meet the new Director of Programs at OMH, 
Shannon Hoyt. To purchase tickets or more information, 
email lauren.horton@catholiccharitiesdov.org 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center: On February 25 
and 26, Father Timothy Gallagher will offer a 2 day commuter 
retreat entitled “Overcoming Spiritual Discouragement: An 
Ignatian Path to Hope” at San Pedro Catholic Church, 14380 
Tamiami Trail, North Port. The retreat is 8:30am-4pm each 
day and includes continental breakfast and lunch. The cost 
is $150. To learn more, visit www.olph-retreat.org
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Regret Having an Abortion? Hope and healing are available. 
Contact Sylvia at (941) 412-5860 for confidential help and 
information about the next Project Rachel One Day Retreat 
or visit project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
Regret Rosary Repair: Send your broken rosaries in a 
padded envelope to Betty and Dick Holden, Free Rosary 
Repair Service, 1900 Purdy Ave. #2115, Miami Beach, FL 
33139. Rosaries will be repaired and returned within the 
week of receipt. Donations of old rosaries are also accepted 
which will be repaired and sent to missions. Include a note 
indicating repair or donation. For more details, please call 
(239) 463-3993 or email holdenbnd@gmail.com
Free Mental Health Counseling: Catholic Charities is 
providing free mental health counseling services. For help 
or support, please call our staff at (844) 385-2423 or visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

   
  “Witnessing Faith 

with  
     Bishop Dewane” 
 

  

Listen anywhere online at RelevantRadio.com 

 Listen the  
last Friday of   

every month at 10:30 a.m.  

   
  “Witnessing Faith 

with  
     Bishop Dewane” 
 

  

Listen anywhere online at RelevantRadio.com 

 Listen the  
last Friday of   

every month at 10:30 a.m.  Listen the LAST FRIDAY of 
EVERY MONTH at 8:30am

Listen anywhere online at: 
RelevantRadio.com

FEBRUARY 24FEBRUARY 24

WITH BISHOP DEWANE

Witnessing the Faith

65+
SINGLES

MARCH 5MARCH 5
11:00 AM

No blue denim or cash. Visa credit card 
only. This is a gated community and 
a reservation must be made in your 
name. Brunch is $18.00 and a $1.00 
credit card fee will be applied.

PLEASE RSVP BY THURSDAY, MARCH 2
Fran Turpin (239) 768-1651 

If you plan on attending
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CALOOSA SOUND CONVENTION 
CENTER AND LUMINARY HOTEL
1365 Monroe Street, Fort Myers

941-484-9543 
www.dioceseofvenice.org

The Word Made Flesh - John 1:14

REGISTERBYMARCH 1



CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

© 2022 DIOCESAN



Mario’s
Meat Market

and Deli

© 2022 DIOCESAN
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Simply bring this coupon to any 
team member to redeem offer.

Expires: 1/31/2022 New members only.

Your time to shine.

$10 off your first month of
UNLIMITED Works washes.Wash 

often.
10951 Saxum Drive 

Fort Myers
10680 Colonial Blvd. 

Fort Myers 

Aesthetic
The

Dental Centre

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP


