
St.  John  XXIII
  Catholic Church

13060 Palomino Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33912 | P 239-561-2245 | F 239-561-3713 | www.johnxxiii.net
August 14, 2022

St. John XXIII Catholic Parish in Fort Myers, Inc. a Florida non-profit corporation

THE Assumption OF  Mary



August 14, 2022

PASTOR
Rev. Robert Tabbert

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Mike Young
frmike@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net
DEACON
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
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Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL 
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres 
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL
Hope Hospice 239-369-1831  
1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL
St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818
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marieb@johnxxiii.net
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bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
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bethany@johnxxiii.net
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Richard Owen
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
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Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  
PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                       
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                             

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:00am

We will continue 
LIVE streaming 

some MASSES on
Facebook/Website

AUGUST 21, 2022 - READINGS  
• 1ST READING  IS 66:18-21 
• PSALM  PS 117:1, 2
• 2ND READING HEB 12:5-7, 11-13
• GOSPEL  LK 13:22-30 

Mass Inten t i on s
PLEASE NOTE: The chapel will be open during weekend Masses 
for those who prefer additional space. However, due to Children's 
Liturgy of the Word on Sundays, Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel 
will not be available during the 9:15am & 11:15am Masses.

       MASS INTENTION UPDATE
The 2023 book is NOW open. Please visit the parish office for requests. 
Other options will remain available such as Tabernacle Candle $15 per 
week and Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

MONDAY, AUGUST 15 - NOT A HOLY DAY
• 8:00 AM † MaryAnne Rovnak Sr. by the Rovnak family         
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16
• 8:00 AM † Dolores & Robert Perkins by Don & Sherron Perkins             

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17
• 8:00 AM † Eddie Burkey by his wife           

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18
• 8:00 AM † Cecilia Antonelli & Ronald Zablocki by their daughter
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19
• 8:00 AM † Scott & Laura Brown by Frank & Mary Jane Robers    

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
• 8:00 AM † Joseph Cheslik by the Cheslik family
• 4:00 PM † Michael Rovnak, Sr. by the Rovnak family
• 8:00 PM † Teresa - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
• 7:15 AM † Diego & Antoinette Bosco by Ria Brown
• 9:15 AM † Achille DeSanctis by Flavia DeSanctis
• 11:15 AM † Mary Lou Tedeschi by Bob & Helen Tuffy
• 1:30 PM † Sarah Collado by Glenys & family

FYI

THE 
Assumption OF 

 Mary
MONDAY, AUGUST 15 

NOT A HOLY DAY
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THE History OF THE Assumption
Today, Catholics around the world mark the Feast of the Assumption of Mary, 
commemorating the end of her earthly life and assumption into Heaven. But while the 
feast day is a relatively new one, the history of the holiday – and the mystery behind it – 
has its roots in the earliest centuries of Christian belief.
“As her earthly life comes to an end, the Assumption helps us to understand more fully 
not just her life, but it helps us to always focus our gaze to Eternity,” said EWTN Senior 
Contributor Dr. Matthew Bunson.
“We see in Mary the logic of the Assumption as the culmination of Mary’s life,” he 
continued. “A Eucharistic requirement for that day is very fitting.”
The dogma of the Assumption of Mary – also called the “Dormition of Mary” in the Eastern 
Churches – has its roots in the early centuries of the Church. The Catholic Church teaches 
that when Mary ended her earthly life, God assumed her, body and soul into heaven.
This belief traces its roots back to the earliest years of the Church. While a site outside of 
Jerusalem was recognized as the tomb of Mary, the earliest Christians maintained that “no 
one was there,” Bunson said.
According to St. John of Damascus, in the 5th century, at the Council of Chalcedon in 451, 
Roman Emperor Marcian requested the body of Mary, Mother of God. St. Juvenal, who was 
Bishop of Jerusalem replied “that Mary died in the presence of all the Apostles, but that 
her tomb, when opened upon the request of St. Thomas, was found empty; wherefrom 
the Apostles concluded that the body was taken up to heaven,” the saint recorded.
By the 8th century, around the time of Pope Adrian, the Church began to change its 
terminology, renaming the feast day of the Memorial of Mary to the Assumption of Mary, 
Bunson noted.
The belief in the Assumption of Mary was a widely-held tradition, and a frequent meditation 
in the writings of saints throughout the centuries. However it was not defined officially 
until the past century. In 1950, Pope Pius XII made an infallible, ex-cathedra statement in 
the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus officially defining the dogma of the 
Assumption.
“By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by 
our own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma: 
that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of 
her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory,” the pope wrote.
Within the decree, which was passed beforehand to dioceses around the world, Pius 
surveys centuries of Christian thought and the writings of a number of saints on the 
Assumption of Mary.
“We have throughout the history of the Church an almost universal attestation of this,” 
Bunson said of the Christian tradition’s testimony to Mary’s Assumption.
“We have this thread that runs throughout the whole of the history of the Church in 
support of the dogma. That’s significant because it supports the tradition of the Church, 
but it also supports a coming to a deeper understanding of the teachings of the Church of 
how we rely upon the reflections of some of the greatest minds of our Church.”
What’s also notable about the dogma, he added, is that it “uses the passive tense,” 
emphasizing that Mary did not ascend into heaven on her own power, as Christ did, but 
was raised into heaven by God’s grace.
Today, the Feast of the Assumption is marked as a major feast day and a public holiday in 
many countries. In most countries, including the United States, it is a Holy Day of Obligation, 
and Catholics are required to attend Mass. Bunson explained that on important feast days, 
it’s important to mark the significance of the feast as especially vital by emphasizing the 
necessity of celebrating the Eucharist that day.
“What is more fitting than on the Assumption of the Blessed Mother to, once again, focus 
on her Son, on the Eucharist?” he said.

by: Adelaide Mena - Catholic News Agency
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DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app 
store for myparish. You can also text the word 
“APP” to 88202!

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you 
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the 
prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater e-prayer community, email 
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people 
who will pray for them by name!

Elaine Quan 
Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer           
Ron Hudepohl  
Denise Vannelli
Laura Ford
Tony Gagnet   
Cynthia & William    
Maria Elena Terinoni
Michael Sturm
Benito Gonzalez
Brianna Bethany
Ron Nardi
George Lee
Mary Monaco
Patricia Biel
Tony Navy

JoAnne Walsh
Carmelo Santos
Mary Collins
John DePiro
Bill Acini 
Colleen Ryan
Cathy McManus
Elethia Ajose
Avery Brantley 
Sophia Bentz
Kathy Prichinello
Hank Hilldinger 
Lena Officer
Barbi Cooper
Urs Pfister
John LeBreck
Charles Nieset 

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!
Mary Lou Miller

Prayers forEternal Life

Tabernac l eCandle
In Memory of: Hanh Mai
Requested by: Adam & family

THE Blessed MOTHER

PRAYER FOR

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, 
fruitful vine splendor of Heaven. Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, 

Star Of the Sea, help me and show me, 
herein you are my Mother. Oh Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth! I humbly beseech you from 
the bottom of my heart to succor me in 
my necessity. There are none who can 
withstand your power. Oh, Show me 
herein that you are my Mother. Oh, 

Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to thee. Holy Mary, 
I place this cause for your hands. Holy 
Spirit, you who solve all problems, light 
all roads so that I can attain my goal. 

You who gave me the divine gift to forgive 
and forget all evil against me and that in 
all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for 
all things as you confirm once again that 
I never want to be separated from you in 
eternal glory. Thank you, Blessed Mother 

for your mercy toward me and others. 
Amen.
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend the 
New Parishioner Orientation Sunday, August 14, 2022 after 
the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to be 
part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office know 
your email address or you can even update it on the parish 
website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms 
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request 
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such 
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass 
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through 
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to 
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please 
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in 
the weekly offertory basket. 

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces   
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG

Andrew Hawkinson, USN     
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy    
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
Com. Craig Fowler, USN 
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,   
82nd ABN
CPL Eric Lyons, USMC 
2nd Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army   
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic  
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
PFC Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army Airborne 
Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Philip Thi & Amy Thi Nguyen
Ryan Wankat & Sara Thomas
Annie Wilson and Paul Torocco
Frank Sparacino & Betty Molinares 
Armando & Himera Molinares

n

n

n

n

n

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar
PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

Monday, August 15

WATCH AT HOME
• WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am 

ONLINE 
www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/  
communications/tvmass/

Assumption OF Mary - NOT a Holy Day
• Craftie Ladies: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm
• Women's Guild: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 6:30pm____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, August 16
• Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am  
• Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
• KofC Installation Dinner: Main Hall - 5:30pm
• Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:45pm
• AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, August 17
• Respect Life Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary 8:45am
• Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am____________________________________________________________

Thursday, August  19
• Hispanic Music Rehearsal: PLC - 7pm ____________________________________________________________
Friday, August 20
• Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Saturday, August 21
• Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
• Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, August 22
• Bloodmobile: Church Parking Lot - 8am-1pm
• Masses: 7:15, 9:15 & 11:15am * Livestreamed
• Surviving Divorce: St. Martha & St. Mary - 9am 
• Hispanic Choir: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 11am
• Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm * via YouTube  

Followed by Hospitality in the Main Hall

WEEKEND OF 
AUGUST 27-28 
AFTER ALL MASSES

Blood Pressure Check
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Contact: Frannie Cerniglia | 561-7499 | franniedre@johnxxxiii.net

SACRAMENT PREPARATION:
BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize 
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your 
family prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered 
for registered members of St. John XXIII and are scheduled 
only after the preparation process is completed by the 
parents. Please do not make arrangements for family 
members until you have actually received a date. Contact 
the office at (239) 561-2245 for more information or to 
begin the process.
FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and 
First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, 
who have expressed a desire and willingness and are 
attending Mass, are welcome to begin the two year 
process of preparing for these Sacraments. The first year 
consists of regular attendance at Faith Formation classes 
or through a Diocesan Catholic school.  (Either St. Francis 
Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year continues those 
classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental Preparation 
(Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. Please contact 
Frannie at 239-561-7499 for more information or to begin 
the process. Parents who home school their children 
must contact the office during Year I. 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process that 
begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the 
Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly welcome!). 
Each year consists of Faith Formation through the parish 
Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot) 
as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a retreat. 
Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register 
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of 
9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like 
more information on our program, please contact Frannie 
at 239-561-7499 to begin the process.

Registration for the 2022-2023 school year has begun!
St. Francis parents: if you have a child who will be entering 
2nd grade this year, you will need to register and attend 
Sacramental Preparation Sessions. Visit our website at 
www.johnxxiii.net and click on the education link, Faith 
Formation, grades K-  5. 

FAITH FORMATION
Grades K - 5

SACRAMENT PREPARATION
Grades 2 - 6

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM
Grades 6-8

YOUTH MINISTRY
(Including Confirmation)
Grades 9-12 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF  
THE WORD
9:15 & 11:15 Masses 

We are Seeking TEACHERS, ASSISTANTS 
and other VOLUNTEERS, RETIRED TEACHERS, 
and those with a gift for sharing God’s love and 
Word with others! 

We need YOU for Faith Formation & Youth 
Ministry programs:

For more information:
Frannie Cerniglia: 
FrannieDre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499
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YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact: Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII 
for updates and local happenings.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the first Thursday of each month.   
• September 1: Please check the Facebook page for 

more information.  

Confirmation Program: Sundays 5pm - 6pm 
Both Year one and Year two students must register 
through our parish website under the sacraments tab. 
Our first mandatory gathering is September 11. 

High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions: Sundays 11:15am Mass 
and Social 
REGISTRATION and SCHEDULE are located under the 
EDUCATION TAB on Parish Website.

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions  - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm 
Registration and the schedule are located under the 
education tab on Parish Website.
The 2022-23 season will open with a family concert 
on August 28 at 5:30pm featuring Epic the Band from 
Miami, Florida. 

Youth Council
Meets quarterly: The mission of St. John XXIII Youth 
Council is to challenge and equip children of God with 
the tools to inspire and disciple others while giving a 
voice to young leaders to serve, love and grow with 
the St. John XXIII Community.

Volunteer Opportunites
Visit Sign up Genius website at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050c45aead2daaf58-youth

Confirmation
PROGRAM

They are eligible to begin the Confirmation 
program here at St. John XXIII.
Please take time to review the requirements, 
dates, and obligations to the program on our 
parish website under the sacrament tab.

Registration: 
RUNS NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 9, 2022
If you are not ready, that is ok too. Your child 
can begin the program in their Sophomore or 
Junior year of high school. After high school, 
RCIA is available.
For more information contact Kelly Evers: 
kelly@johnxxiii.net or 239-561-3022

Is your child a 
FRESHMAN
in High School?
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly 

inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from 
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com

• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, search 
“St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at 
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for 
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202! 

• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 

• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 

• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

• Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

• Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request. 

• Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
your nonperishable items to church. These donations 
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the 
Narthex. (PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES) 

• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel hours are Monday-Friday 
8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. First Friday 
Adoration 8:30am-8pm. For information on the chapel, 
visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

• St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 
10am-5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information 
email thrift@johnxxiii.net or visit www. bpjthrift.com

• Keep Our Database Current: Have you moved, changed 
email addresses, dropped a landline or changed your cell 
number? Please email maryann@johnxxiii.net with any 
changes or additions to your contact information.  

• FREE Rosary Repair: Send broken rosaries in a padded 
envelope to: Betty & Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd., #502, 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be returned 
within a week of receipt. For more information email: 
holdenbnd@gmail.com or call Dick at (239) 463-3993

• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, 
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the 
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations 
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without 
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII

BACK TO SCHOOL 
BLESSINGS

God of knowledge and 
wisdom, bless all students 

young and old, as they begin 
a new school year. 

Help them discover and 
develop the gifts you have 

given. As they grow in 
knowledge, help them to 

also grow in kindness and 
compassion, learning respect 

for themselves and others.
We ask your blessing on 

parents and all those who care 
for students. Strengthen them 

to surround our students 
with encouragement,

 support and love. 
Remind us that wherever

they go, that You are always 
with them. Fill them with

the joy of learning so that they 
may be better equipped to 

be your servants. 
Amen.
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Social Justice Ministries 
collaborating together, 
DOING GOD’S WORK

“for it is in

that we receive.”
giving

St. Francis of Assisi

Donations from St. John XXIII were 
recently taken to a local elementary 
school and St. Martin de Porres. Items 
such as  food, backpacks with school 
supplies, blankets, uniforms, toys and 
underwear were included.
Your donations make a difference in 
people’s lives! Thank you for your 
continued generosity and support of 
our parish community!

Thank You



WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 
PAVER MEMORIALIZATION
St. John XXIII Parish, along with the Knights of Columbus and 
The Women’s Guild, are excited to offer 12x12 pavers, which will 
be placed on the walkway around the site for our St. Michael 
the Archangel statue. The price for each paver is $350. This is a 
wonderful way to pay tribute to a loved one who has served, or is 
currently serving in the military or as a first responder.

Defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 

pray; and do thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

PAVER ORDER FORM

To order, or check the status of an order, please contact 
The Knights of Columbus: 
LARRY EVENER: larryevener@yahoo.com 

The Women’s Guild Contact: 
SUE EDWARDS:  sgedwards007@gmail.com

Name ________________________________________

Address or PO Box _____________________________

______________________________________________

Unit/Apt # ____________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

If paying by check, please makes checks payable to 
the Knights of Columbus.

Payments may be made by cash, credit card or check.
I would like to pay by:
____CASH     ____CHECK    ____CREDIT CARD

Please circle the graphic to be added to the stone:

Please print clearly. The 12x12 paver has 3 lines.

Please sign and date verifying all information is correct 
on the paver. 
PRINT NAME _____________________________________

SIGNATURE ______________________________________

DATE ________________

LINE 1 NAME ____________________________________

LINE 2 RANK ____________________________________

LINE 3 SERVICE __________________________________

example: John Doe

example: SGT. USMC

example: WWII

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

EMSNurse Fire Police Deputy

Purple
Heart

WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 

FYI Paver orders may also be placed at www.KC23.org
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

  07-31-22           08-01-21         Difference
Offertory $29,541.91       $20,314.36       $9,227.55  
Building Fund   $1,048.50          $2,321.60        ($1,273.10)
Total  $30,590.41        $22,635.96         $7,954.45   
Mass Attendance      2138                  2119  
Registered Families    3609                  3549

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 2022 Catholic Faith Appeal - NO UPDATE
2022 Goal   $458,000.00  
Pledge    $480,317.80     
Payments   $404,745.78   

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will is 
not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will

NO UPDATE

In 2020 the law changed, requiring those 72 years 
old or older to begin taking a required minimum 
distribution (RMD) from their individual retirement 
account (IRA). However, only those who will turn 
70½  (born on or after July 1, 1949) in 2020 or later 
may wait until age 72 to begin taking required 
distributions. If you are currently receiving RMDs 
(or should be) because you are over age 70½, you 
must continue taking these RMDs.

FOR TRADITIONAL ACCOUNTS THIS 
INCOME IS TAXABLE!
To avoid paying taxes on this income while also 
meeting the obligation of the RMD, you may desig-
nate the distribution as a gift directly from the IRA 
custodian to the CFA. You can donate up to $100,000 
and married couples can donate up to $200,000 if 
the spouse has a separate IRA.

Help lower your tax burden while making a GIFT OF 
HOPE to those in your community!

GIVING TO THE CFA 
Through a Qualified

Charitable Distribution

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT
Matching gifts are a type of 
corporate philanthropy that 
allows donors giving smaller 
donations the opportunity to 
maximize the impact of their 
donation on an organization.

In a matching gifts program, a company donates to 
a nonprofit organization in response to one of their 
employees giving a gift.

These gifts can range in maximum sizes and ratio, 
but many companies will match an employee’s do-
nation at a 1:1 ration, starting at $25. Retirees and/
or spouses may also qualify.

To find out if your company offers a matching gift 
program, please visit:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-de-
partments/stewardship-and-development/
matching-gifts/
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Hispan i c Mini s t ry
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Misas en Español 
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII  
• Fecha y Hora: Todos los domingos del mes. 

1:30pm.
Las misas también están siendo transmitidas a través de 
YouTube. Recuerda el rezo del Santo Rosario (antes de la 
misa de los domingos, 12:45pm).

Grupo de Oración de   
Renovación Carismática
• Lugar: Capilla Nuestra Señora del Rosario.
• Fecha y Hora: Todos los martes del mes. 6:45pm.

Contáctanos
Estamos ofreciendo el servicio de misas especiales 
como Quinceañeras, Bautismos y Matrimonios para 
más información comunicarse con nosotros al email:  
comunidadhispana@johnxxiii.net

RCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults who 
are considering it. 
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617  

C O M E  A N D 

Celebrate 
YOUR MARRIAGE!

Find out how your marriage can grow in 
love and Faith with Teams of Our Lady! 

You are invited to dessert, coffee 
and information at the home of Linda and 
John Stankiewicz.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 
7:00PM

RSVP BY EMAIL AT  
jjlinstan@aol.com

For questions or concerns contact: 
Linda and John (239) 481-1898

email: jjlinstan@aol.com 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
PARISH LIFE CENTER 5-8pm

SUMMER
CONCERT
EVENT

F r e e

Youth Council Presents:

• Doors open in the Parish Life Center at 5pm. 
Concert starts at 5:30pm

• Refreshments will be sold at intermission.
• All donations go toward Youth Council’s Project: 

St. John Bosco Park.

For more information contact Kelly Evers: kelly@johnxxiii.net

from Miami Florida

Rumor has it, Epic the Band will be opening up for 
the Matt Maher tour in 2023. Congratulations to 
this incredible group of young musicians!

A JOURNEY IN FAITH
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Parish
N U R S I N G  M I N I S T R Y

SUMMER TIPS

Call 911 if you or others 
develop symptoms of heat 
stroke that are unable to be 
adequately treated.

• Incredibly Hot Skin

• Dizziness and 
Fainting

• Extreme Fatigue

• Nausea

• Vomiting

• Rapid Heartbeat

• Mental Confusion

• Seizures

• Lack of Sweating

• Severe Headache

Stay cool this summer and prevent heat-related illnesses 
when participating in outdoor activities with these tips:

Hydrate Properly Throughout the Day:
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommend that individuals who weigh less than 90 
pounds need five ounces of water - that’s 10 big gulps 
every 20 minutes.

Plan Ahead:
Wear protective clothing/sunscreen and avoid the heat 
during the hottest part of the day, around mid-day. Let 
someone know where and when you are going outdoors 
bring a phone for communication emergencies.

Take Frequent Breaks:
Move to shaded or breezy areas and wear clothing to 
allow for increased evaporative cooling.

PREVENTING HEAT STROKE:
Heat stroke is a very seriously and potentially dangerous 
heat injury that requires medical attention immediately. 
This is the most severe form of heat-related condition that 
stems from milder illnesses such as heat cramps and heat 
exhaustion. The medical definition of heat stroke is a core 
body temperature of 105 degrees Fahrenheit or higher 
combined with central nervous system complications 
resulting from overexposure to high temperatures.

If you’ve spent a lot of time in the sun and you’re 
experiencing any of the symptoms below, it’s important 
to seek medical attention immediately.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 
8am-1pm

St. John XXIII Parking Lot

Lee Health Bloodmobile
DONATE BLOOD
Save a Life

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
9AM-10:30AM

PARISH LIFE CENTER
This ministry is open to anyone at any phase of 
divorce whether newly separated or divorced for 
many years. You are welcome to join any of the 
Diocesan approved sessions through November.  

For more information contact:
Carole Wheeler-Antle at wacarole@comcast.net  
or call/text (239) 850-7443



Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

RSVP for the RETREAT in EVERYDAY LIFE

God’s love is unconditional, merciful, personal, and intimate. Through prayer exercises based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola, you are invited to open yourself more 
completely to the experience of God’s personal love for you.

Join us for this unique four-week Retreat that includes prayer experiences, input on prayer 
and faith sharing. Retreatants are expected to devote a half-hour to quiet prayer each day.  

PRESENTERS:  Holly Atkins, Judy Warenkiewicz, Fr. Mike Young
DATES:          Wednesday, September 7, Mondays: September 12, 19, 26
TIME:            9:00am-10:00am 
PLACE:          Parish Life Center Main Hall
Come join us for this 4 week Retreat, increase your prayer life, make a new friend and grow 
in God’s goodness. There is no cost and we do need an RSVP to prepare materials.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _____________________________________________________________

PHONE: ____________________________________________________________

EXPERIENCING GOD’S PERSONAL LOVE

IN
EVERYDAY

LIFE

Retreat



|  PAGE 16  |

Please join the virtual baby bottle 
campaign through AUGUST 31AUGUST 31 
Every bottle helps a woman on her path and 
avoids the tragedy of abortion!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Join our Campaign by visiting: 
secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/
website/home/?e=23341

• Pray for the Campaign and the Center.
• Help reach over $8,000 goal.
• Share the link on all your social media.
• Invite friends and family to participate 

using text, email or a phone call.

Walking with Moms in Need is a nationwide 
program in the Catholic Church to connect pregnant 
women with pregnancy help centers. Join the effort 
to walk with her! Pregnant and parenting moms in 
need are in our parishes and our neighborhoods. 
As Pope Francis reminds us, our parishes need 
to be “islands of mercy in the midst of a sea of 
indifference.” Everyone in the parish community 
should know where to refer a pregnant woman 
in need. 
For more information visit:
www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
or call: (941) 441-1101

www.walkingwithmoms.com

JOIN US:
365 PRAYER:
Come join in 365 prayer every Wednesday any time 
from 12pm-5:00pm at Planned Parenthood:
6418 Commerce Park Dr. Fort Myers 

FIRST FRIDAY of Every Month:
If you are at the Adoration Chapel, we ask that 
during the regular hours people offer up special 
prayers for an end to the death penalty. 

THIRD WEDNESDAY of Every Month:
Respect Life general meeting Parish Life Center at 
8:45am

CONTACT US:
If you would like more information, or interested in 
volunteering, email: respectlifejohn23@gmail.com 
or call Maureen Nash at (239) 823-6800
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Catholic Charities DOV EKG’S Food Pantry is in need of 
volunteers! In today day and age, the demand for help with 
food insecurities are great among our fellow communities 
members. We strive to attempt to help all. In loo of this, 
we are in need of volunteers to help with the bagging 
(Wednesday 8am-12pm) and food distribution (Thursday 
8:30am-12pm). Help our brothers and sisters combat 
hunger!!! If you are interested, we are located at 4235 
Michigan Link Ave. Ft. Myers. You can call (239) 270-3291 or 
e-mail mike.vega@catholicchartiesdov.org  
Mentors & Volunteers Needed at the AFCAAM Center of 
Catholic Charities, 3681 Michigan Avenue, Fort Myers. 
Monday-Thursday from 2-6pm. (flexible days and hours) 
Duties: Reading to program participants, providing 
homework assistance with a focus in reading, writing, 
comprehension, phonics and life skills. For more information 
please email AFCAAM@catholiccharitiesdov.org or call 
(239) 461-0233 or visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org/
volunteer and select Fort Myers.
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
For further details please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Regret Having an Abortion? Hope and healing are available. 
Contact Sylvia at (941) 412-5860 for confidential help and 
information about the next Project Rachel One Day Retreat 
or visit project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
Men’s Support after Abortion Program: Men, you are not 
alone. According to a national survey, 71% of men said they 
had an adverse effect after abortion. You are invited to 
participate in a confidential and free healing series for men. 
It will be led by Father Mark Harris at St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Naples, and Nathan Misirian, Support 
After Abortion. To schedule/register for the virtual sessions, 
call (941) 412-5860 or project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
Catholic Charities Support: To help, please visit www.
catholiccharitiesdov.org/donate or send a check to: Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Venice Inc., 5824 Bee Ridge Road, PMB 
409, Sarasota, FL 34233-5065
Free Mental Health Counseling: Catholic Charities is 
providing free mental health counseling services. For help 
or support, please call our staff at (844) 385-2423 or visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

LeeAlert
App

LeeAlert encourges preparedness and provides 
situational awareness when a disater impacts Lee 
County. This tool is provided to assist individuals and 
families with preparing for and recovering from all 
types of disasters that may occur.
You can find information on: Find My Evacuation 
Zone and Active Evacuations, Shelter Information, 
Sign Up for Alerts, Preparedness Tools (including 
ASL videos), Local Weather, and Social Media feeds.

LeeAlert applications requires an active internet 
connection and will indicate when data is unavailable.
LeeAlert can be downloaded from iTunes and Google 
Play app stores.

ADDITIONAL FEATURES:
• GPS Functionally for Locating Your 

Evacuation Zone
• Real Time Information on Shelter 

Openings with Mapping/Directions
• Current Emergency (EOC) Activation 

Level
• Frequently Asked Questions
• Links to Special Needs Registration 

for those with Special Medical Needs 
and/or transportation needs During an 
Evacuation

• Family Disaster Plan and Emergency 
Supply List

• American Sign Language Disaster 
Preparedness Videos

• Current Local Weather and Hazardous 
Weather Outlooks
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Mario’s
Meat Market

and Deli

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/goFL
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Simply bring this coupon to any 
team member to redeem offer.

Expires: 1/31/2022 New members only.

Your time to shine.

$10 off your first month of
UNLIMITED Works washes.Wash 

often.
10951 Saxum Drive 

Fort Myers
10680 Colonial Blvd. 

Fort Myers 

Aesthetic
The

Dental Centre

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE GROUP

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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