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THE Story OF Prayer
by: Stephen Beale - Catholic Exchange

Prayer, or something like it, begins early in biblical
history. Genesis 4:26 reports that while Adam and Eve
were still alive and having children that men ‘began to
call on the name of the Lord’—a vague but evocative
statement that could be interpreted as referring to
prayer.
The Hebrew word for prayer, palal (pronounced: pawlal’), does not appear until sometime later, in Genesis
20:7. The word is spoken by God in a dream to Abimelech
urging him to return Abraham’s wife so that Abraham
might pray for him. Abimelech does this and Abraham
prays as prophesied 10 verses later.
But it is not until much later that we get the first
description of someone actually praying. Surprisingly
the word is not used too often in the context of
Abraham’s story. In Exodus, we get something of a
description in Moses’ brief firsthand account of how he

interceded for the Israelites in Deuteronomy 9. But this
is not prayer in the conventional sense—Moses is in the
midst of a mystical encounter with God on Mount Sinai.
It is not until the beginning of Samuel that we get a full
description of an ancient Israelite praying.
In the Old Testament, this is a pivotal moment. Hannah
will become the mother of Samuel, the prophet who
oversees Israel’s transition to a nation with a king, first
Saul, then David. In terms of typology it’s also a crucially
important moment, as Samuel foreshadows Christ,
making Hannah a forerunner of Mary. The whole scene,
in fact, also is a sort of Old Testament prefiguring of the
Annunciation scene.
The historical and theological context indicates that this
is a turning point. There is also the simple fact that this
is the first true story of prayer in the Bible.
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Please Note:
SATURDAY
CONFESSIONS
takes place in the
church from
8:30am-9:00am
We will continue
LIVE streaming
some MASSES on
Facebook/Website
PASTOR

Rev. Robert Tabbert

PAROCHIAL VICARS

Fr. Saji Ellickal M.C.B.S.
frsaji@johnxxiii.net
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net

DEACON

Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)
MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
A priest is on call 7 days a week,
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT:
You are encouraged to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick before
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL

Hope Hospice 239-369-1831

1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL

St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming Pastoral Team
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as Business Manager
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Intentions

PLEASE NOTE: The chapel will be open during weekend Masses
for those who prefer additional space. However, due to Children's
Liturgy of the Word on Sundays, Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
will not be available during the 9:15am & 11:15am Masses.
MONDAY, JULY 11
• 8:00 AM † Maria & Ireneusz Konczal by 				
Mirka & Pawel Zimny
TUESDAY, JULY 12
• 8:00 AM † Vin & Pat Capuano by their family
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
• 8:00 AM ♥/† Rogers/Podolak Families by Rita Rogers
THURSDAY, JULY 14
• 8:00 AM - In Thanksgiving by The Kulig Family
FRIDAY, JULY 15
• 8:00 AM † Joseph Cheslik by The Cheslik Family
SATURDAY, JULY 16
• 8:00 AM † Nelson Bastidas by Steve & Jessica Collins
• 4:00 PM † Eileen Roehrig by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marco
• 8:00 PM † Simon - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, JULY 17
• 7:15 AM † Jadwiga Jackiewicz by Teresa Flack
• 9:15 AM † Joan Bell by her daughter, Catherine Cox
• 11:15 AM † Mary Anne Rovnak Sr. by The Rovnak Family
• 1:30 PM † Carlos Martinez by his family

I
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MASS INTENTION UPDATE

The 2023 book is NOW open. Please visit the parish office for requests.
Other options will remain available such as Tabernacle Candle $15 per
week and Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

JULY 17, 2022 - READINGS
•
•
•
•

1ST READING
PSALM		
2ND READING
GOSPEL		

GN 18:1-10A
PS 15:2-3, 3-4, 5
COL 1:24-28
LK 10:38-42

Car o l in e R a ve l o

e-prayer

OUR E-PRAYER GROUP EMAIL ADDRESS:

eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

239-561-2245
Maintenance
Rob Erp/Dave Mraz
239-561-2245
Dir. of Faith Formation
Chris Biel
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Receptionist
MaryAnn Deas
maryann@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Admin. Assistant
Jennifer Baumgardner
jennb@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Music Director
Richard Owen
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-3022
Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES:
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Admin. Assistant
Laura Hess
laura@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
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Prayer CONTINUED
What are the Lessons in Prayer?
Before the above passage, we see Hannah at a meal, weeping and unable to eat. It
is after one of these meals that she prays. Although Hannah was not intentionally
fasting it is worth noting that she did pray on an empty stomach. Physical hunger
seems to go hand in hand with spiritual hunger.

PRAYER IS AN URGENCY:

There is a subtle tone of urgency to this whole story. Hannah’s moment of prayer
seems somewhat spontaneous: she has been going up to Shiloh with her husband
and his other wife every year and every year his other wife ‘would torment her
constantly.’ This time seems different: Hannah seems to have reached a breaking
point and in that moment of crisis cried out to God. (This is a reasonable inference
from the story: had Hannah been repeatedly praying for a son the story would take
on a whole different color.)

PRAY IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD:

If you read St. Francis de Sales classic work, Introduction to the Devout Life, his
instructions for prayer constantly include the stipulation that one should prepare for
prayer by placing oneself in the presence of God. That’s exactly what we see Hannah
doing here, by coming to the tabernacle, which was a precursor to the temple.

PRAYER AS SACRIFICE:

www.johnxxiii.net

St. John XXIII Catholic Church

THE VALUE OF FASTING:

Being in the presence of God in the later history of ancient Israel meant being
near the altar, the place of sacrifice. For later rabbinic commentators, it legitimized
prayer’s connection with sacrifice. This was vital for post-temple Judaism, which had
to develop a spirituality in the absence of a sacrificial system. For us too, the story
reinforces the bond between prayer and sacrifice. Indeed prayer really is a sort of
sacrifice—a sacrifice of the will. This is at the core of the most basic Christian prayer:
Thy will be done. For us the ultimate model is Christ, whose agonizing prayer ended
with the affirmation that ‘not my will but yours be done.

PRAYER COMES FROM THE HEART:

Such vulnerability before God means that Hannah’s prayer is coming from the
heart, the commentators of the Talmud note. Her heartfelt prayer exhibits what
the Talmudic rabbis considered an essential aspect of prayer, kavvana, which one
contemporary writer defines as “the intentionality and attention with which a fully
aware and situated self orients itself toward God and performs a holy act.”

PRAYER IS INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL:

This is something suggested in the Talmud. Note that even though the drama is
largely an interior one its outward visible signs are unmistakable. Though she was
silent, she was moving her lips. She was visibly crying. Prayer should shake us body
and soul.
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PRAYER OF

Dear Lord,
I choose to put actions
behind my faith today.
I trust that You are at
work in my life. I will
wait the right way, with
expectancy, knowing
that my faith in You
opens the door for Your
hand to move in my life.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

P rayer List
Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Elaine Quan
Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer
Ron Hudepohl
Denise Vannelli
Laura Ford
Tony Gagnet
Cynthia & William
Judy Mayer
Paul Rotz
Laurie Gilligan
Maria Elena Terinoni
Michael Sturm
Benito Gonzalez
Brianna Bethany
Ron Nardi
George Lee

Mary Monaco
Patricia Biel
Tony Navy
JoAnne Walsh
JC Alvarez
Carmelo Santos
Mary Collins
John DePiro
Bill Acini
Colleen Ryan
Cathy McManus
Elethia Ajose
Avery Brantley
Barry Zielinski
Sophia Bentz
Kathy Prichinello

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the
prayer book in the Narthex.
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater E-Prayer Community, email
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people
who will pray for them by name!

Ways to Mem ori al i ze
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish
office at: (239) 561-2245

Prayers forEternal Life
Life is changed, not ended.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!

Margaret “Peggy” Stobb
Leonard Dixon

AdorationChapel
In Memory of:
Requested by:

		

Twee Martinpoom
her daughter, 			
Malai Martinpoom Cheslik

TabernacleCandle
In Memory of:
Requested by:
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Fr. Russell Ruggiero
The Women's Guild

WELC O ME

St. John XXIII

New Parishioners

Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar

n
n

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

n
n

Monday, July 11

n

• Men’s Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am
• Totus Tuus: PLC/Classrooms - 9am-3pm & 7pm-9pm
•____________________________________________________________
KofC Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Tuesday, July 12

• Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am
• Totus Tuus: PLC/Classrooms - 9am-3pm & 7pm-9pm
• Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
• Journey to Hope: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 6pm
• Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:30pm
•____________________________________________________________
AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm

Wednesday, July 13
•
•

Totus Tuus: PLC/Classrooms - 9am-3pm & 7pm-9pm
Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am

____________________________________________________________

Thursday, July 14

• Totus Tuus: PLC/Classrooms - 9am-3pm & 7pm-9pm
• Manor Care Mass - 10am
•____________________________________________________________
Hispanic Music Rehearsal: PLC - 7pm

Friday, July 15

• Totus Tuus: PLC/Classrooms - 9am-3pm
• Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm
____________________________________________________________

Saturday, July 16

• KofC Food Drive: Outside - 10am-1pm
• Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
•____________________________________________________________
Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm

Sunday, July 17
•
•
•

Masses: 7:15, 9:15 & 11:15am * Livestreamed
Hispanic Choir: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 11am
Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm * via YouTube

WATCH AT HOME

•

WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am

ONLINE

www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/		
communications/tvmass/

Robert & Ellen Donnell
Brian Boyer & Cuong Kim Le
Michael & Arlene Kelly
Andrew Barton & Heather Reeves Barton
Juan & Jenna Casa

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend
the New Parishioner Orientation is on Sunday, August 14,
2022 after the 11:15am Mass.
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to
be part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office
know your email address or you can even update it on the
parish website: www.johnxxiii.net
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in
the weekly offertory basket.

PRAYERS FO R

Our Military Personnel
PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG
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Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
Com. Craig Fowler, USN
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,
82nd ABN
CPL Eric Lyons, USMC
2nd Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
PFC Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder,
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army Airborne
Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF
PFC Alan Copeland

		

HELP SUPPORT OUR

Contact Chris Biel | 561-7499 | chrisdre@johnxxiii.net

Faith Formation classes have ended for the 2021-2022
School year. Registration for the 2022-2023 School year
has begun.
St. Francis students: if you have a child who will be
entering 2nd grade next year, you will need to register
and attend Sacramental Preparation Sessions. Visit our
website at www.johnxxiii.net and click on the education
link, Faith Formation, grades K- 5.

TOTUS TUUS SUMMER CAMP

BACKPACK DRIVE
Help Support CHILDREN in the Community who are
in NEED of School Supplies.
The donation envelopes will be located on a table in
the Narthex.
If you want to contribute
to this year’s Backpack
Drive, then please feel
free to leave a monetary
donation to support this
cause.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION:
BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your
family prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered
for registered members of St. John XXIII and are scheduled
only after the preparation process is completed by the
parents. Please do not make arrangements for family
members until you have actually received a date. Contact
the office at (239) 561-2245 for more information or to
begin the process.
FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and
First Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above,
who have expressed a desire and willingness and are
attending Mass, are welcome to begin the two year
process of preparing for these Sacraments. The first year
consists of regular attendance at Faith Formation classes
or through a Diocesan Catholic school. (Either St. Francis
Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year continues those
classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental Preparation
(Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. Please contact
Chris at 561-7499 for more information or to begin the
process. Parents who home school their children must
contact the office during Year I.
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the
Sacrament of Confirmation is a two year process that
begins at the start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the
Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens are certainly welcome!).
Each year consists of Faith Formation through the parish
Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot)
as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a retreat.
Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of
9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like
more information on our program, please contact Chris at
(239) 561-7499 to begin the process.

WHAT YOUR MONEY
HELPS BUY:
$10 DONATION:
Backpack
$20 DONATION:
Filled Backpack
NO DONATION IS EVER
TOO SMALL!
Checks may be made out
to St. John XXIII.
For more information
please contact:
Sandy Szymanski
szysan05@comcast.net

THANK YOU!
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Hispanic Ministry

YOUNG ADULT
& YOUTH

AN N O UN C EMEN T S

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Rooted at St. John XXIII

Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the first Thursday of each month.
• August 4: Please check the Facebook page for
more information.
Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII
for updates and local happenings.

Confirmation Program: Sundays 5pm - 6pm

Both Year one and Year two students must register
through our parish website under the sacraments tab.
Our first mandatory gathering is September 11.

High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions: Sundays 11:15am Mass
and Social
Registration and schedule are located under the education tab on Parish Website.

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm
Registration and schedule are located under the education tab on Parish Website.
The 2022-23 season will open with a family concert
on August 28 at 5:30pm featuring Epic the Band from
Miami, Florida.

Misas en Español
•
•

Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
Fecha y Hora: Todos los domingos del mes.
1:30pm.
Las misas también están siendo transmitidas a través de
YouTube. Recuerda el rezo del Santo Rosario (antes de la
misa de los domingos, 12:45pm).

Grupo de Oración de 		
Renovación Carismática
•
•

Lugar: Capilla Nuestra Señora del Rosario.
Fecha y Hora: Todos los martes del mes. 6:45pm.

Contáctanos

Estamos ofreciendo el servicio de misas especiales
como Quinceañeras, Bautismos y Matrimonios para
más información comunicarse con nosotros al email:
comunidadhispana@johnxxiii.net

RCIA

A JOURNEY IN FAITH

Youth Council

Meets quarterly: The mission of St. John XXIII Youth
Council is to challenge and equip children of God with
the tools to inspire and disciple others while giving a
voice to young leaders to serve love and grow with the
St. John XXIII Community.

Volunteer Opportunites
Visit Sign up Genius website at:

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050c45aead2daaf58-youth
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If you are thinking about joining the
Catholic Church....

The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults who
are considering it.
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617

Thank You!

St. John XXIII
Catholic Church

FOR SAVING LIVES

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly
inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com
• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, search
“St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.
• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202!
• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address.
• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/
• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/
• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your
time and talent!
• Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to
donate to our Offertory Fund and it will be processed.
• Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving
• Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request.
• Non-Perishable Donations: If you are returning back
home, please consider bringing your nonperishable items
to church. These donations fill pantries in our area. Items
can be dropped off in the Narthex.
• Journey to Hope: This family support group for mental
health challenges, meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6pm. The next meeting will take place on
Tuesday, July 12 in St. Bernadette & St. Michael.
• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel hours are Monday-Friday
8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. First Friday
Adoration 8:30am-8pm. For information on the chapel, visit:
johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/
• St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information email
thrift@johnxxiii.net or visit www. bpjthrift.com
• Free Mental Health Services: Catholic Charities offers free
mental health services for adults, children and families.
Counselors can help resolve a wide variety of issues such
as stress, anger, anxiety, relationship problems, trauma,
depression, low self-esteem and grief. Call (239) 337-4193
• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication,
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII
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The Lee Health Bloodmobile would like to thank
all parishioners who donated blood on Sunday,
June 26. Your efforts resulted in 23 people who
wanted to donate and 21 who were eligible. That
is up to 63 lives saved!
It is believed that only 3% of people who are
eligible to donate blood actually do. That is how
valuable St. John XXIII’s donation is. On behalf of
medical staff, patients, and families here in Lee
County, thank you for choosing to be a part of the
extraordinary few.
The next blood mobile is scheduled for Sunday,
August 21, 8am -1pm with a goal of 25 donors.
For more information visit:
www.leehealth.org/our-services/blood-centers

FOOD

COLLECTION
church parking lot

NON-PERISHABLE

SATURDAY, JULY 16
10AM-1PM

Thank You

FR. LUIS

We would like thank Fr. Luis for his 55 years of faith, service
and dedication. You are a blessing to the St. John XXIII parish
and the Hispanic community!
A special thanks to Barb Klish for the beautiful stole in honor
of his ordination anniversary.
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Our Church Parish
F U L L - TI ME M A I N T E N A N C E A S S I S T A N T P O S I T I O N
We have an opportunity at the parish for a full-time position to be an assistant to
Rob Erp, our Maintenance Supervisor.
The maintenance position at St. John XXIII Catholic Church is taking care of the
buildings and grounds. We ask that you take a prideful approach to maintain the
building and grounds.

JOB REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain all church grounds
Maintain equipment and facilities in top condition.
Maintenance and repair of all physical properties.
Operate within approved budget.
Serve as a resource person regarding maintenance and business matters of the
church, meet with vendors that come to property to work.
Set up and tear down of tables and chairs for all groups and their events.
Be available for special projects that come up on a daily basis.

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Valid Florida Drivers License
Self-motivated individual able to work independently
Need to have basic maintenance skills
Must be flexible with work schedule and duties
Able to work indoors as well as outdoors
Lift and carry at least 50 pounds on a regular basis, throughout the day
Stand, bend, stoop, pull and lift on a regular basis for at least 50% of each workday
Climb a ladder or work in assorted lift
Walk, stretch, raise your arms over your head, crawl and work in small spaces on
a regular basis, throughout the entire workday
• Must pass background check
TO APPLY go to the Dioceseofvenice.org - select offices, Human Resources, and
click on the link for employment opportunities.

We need a couple of people that have a steady hand to help
us repaint the stones in our Memorial Garden. You will need
to be able to lift the stones and paint with a steady hand
and then we seal them before reinstalling. Our maintenance
team will meet with you and explain the details. There will
be a covered area for you to work. Please call Holly Atkins at
(239) 561-2245 or email: holly@johnxxiii.net
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St. John XXIII
Catholic Church

Weekly Financials
		07-03-22
Offertory
$27,528.45
Building Fund
$1,358.00
Total		
$28,886.45
Mass Attendance 2028
Registered Families 3588

07-04-21
$38,449.67
$2,154.00
$40,603.67
1726		
3590

Thank You!
We are grateful to our parishioners for shopping
at AmazonSmile. We have recently received a
$105.62 donation! We thank you for supporting
St. John XXIII. Use our charity link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-4893911

Difference
($10,921.22)
($796.00)
($11,717.22)

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”

2022 Catholic Faith Appeal - NO UPDATE

2022 Goal			$458,000.00
Pledge				$447,374.78
% of Goal			
97.68%
% of Households		
18.61%
Payments			$357,792.97

Planning Your Will
Remember St. John XXIII

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will
is not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

RECYCLING EQUALS MONEY
Here at St. John XXIII, we
encourage you to recycle!
Our recycle bin is located
to the far right of the
Vietnamese Statue near the
other side of the parking lot.
Items such as cardboard,
newspapers, office paper
and aluminum cans can be
deposited in the recycle bin.
With your diligent help, we
are able to receive money
from the recycling company,
Garden St. Paper Products,
which in return, goes back to
help the church.
Thank you for your support of
our common home and the
Parish community!

MEMORIALIZE
A LOV E D O N E
Here at St. John XXIII, we have several ways to
memorialize your loved one.
If you are interested in learning more, call our Business
Manager, Holly Atkins at (239) 561-2245

The actual wording in your will should be determined by
you and your attorney.
For more information,
questions, or wish to
consider a gift annuity
or trust for St. John
XXIII Catholic Church,
then please email:
Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net
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Memorialization
The art of
commemorating
the lives of
those we love.

PRO-LIFE HELP NEEDED
At the

FORT MYERS PLANNED
PARENTHOOD CLINIC

Please consider becoming a SIDEWALK ADVOCATE
FOR LIFE interacting with women (and men) who
are dealing with an unplanned pregnancy and considering aborting their baby.

A comprehensive training program is
provided for this life saving ministry.
Jesus said: "the harvest abundant but the laborers
are few". - Matthew 9:37
If you feel you are being called to make a difference,
please contact Mary Claire Dant at: 		

maryclairedant@gmail.com

We are always peaceful and law abiding. A few hours
a week or month would be a big help. All materials
and handouts will be provided.
(Bi-lingual volunteers are also needed)

Please join the virtual baby bottle
campaign through AUGUST 31
Every bottle helps a woman on her path and
avoids the tragedy of abortion!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Join our Campaign by visiting:
secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/
website/home/?e=23341
•

Pray for the Campaign and the Center.

•

Help reach over $8,000 goal.

•

Share the link on all your social media.

•

Invite friends and family to participate
using text, email or a phone call.
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JOIN US:

365 PRAYER:

Come join in 365 prayer every Wednesday any time
from 12pm-5:00pm at Planned Parenthood:
6418 Commerce Park Dr. Fort Myers

FIRST FRIDAY of Every Month:

If you are at the Adoration Chapel, we ask that
during the regular hours people offer up special
prayers for an end to the death penalty.

THIRD WEDNESDAY of Every Month:

Respect Life general meeting Parish Life Center at
8:45am

CONTACT US:

If you would like more information, or interested in
volunteering, email: respectlifejohn23@gmail.com
or call Maureen Nash at (239) 823-6800

The St. John XXIII staff honored Chris Biel with a
plaque for her outstanding service to the parish and
her 16 years with the Faith Formation program. It was a
wonderful time to celebrate how much she means to all
of us. This is NOT goodbye Chris, but see you later!
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B E R E AV E M E N T
AND BEYOND

If you lost a loved one, we offer a safe, supportive place
to deal with this life changing event.
The Bereavement and Beyond Group is now meeting
each Tuesday from 1pm-3pm in the Parish Life
Center in rooms: St. Bernadette and St. Michael.

JoinUs!

F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N :
Contact the Parish office at (239) 561-2245

SUNDAY, JULY 10
9AM-10:30AM
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Journey to Hope

This ministry is open to anyone at any phase of divorce
whether newly separated or divorced for many years.
You are welcome to join any of the Diocesan approved
sessions through November.

The course focuses on:
• Working through the emotional
upheaval of separation and divorce.
• Find personal healing and growth.
• Discover a deeper understanding of
God’s love for you.
Take Note of Scheduled Meetings:
• July 10, 24
• August 7, 21

by: J. Halt

False beliefs about mental illness can cause some
people to hide behind a mask of fear, shame, or
embarrassment. While 1 in 5 Americans live with
a mental disorder, estimates indicate that nearly
two-thirds of all people with a diagnosable mental
illness do not seek treatment. Lack of knowledge,
fear of judgment or rejection by family and friends,
and discrimination are a few reasons why people
with mental illness do not seek help. Mental illnesses
are treatable through medication and psychosocial
therapies. The Journey to Hope support group meets
in order to support our loved one’s recovery from
mental illness/substance abuse and to offer hope to
those who are searching for answers to what is often
a mystifying disease. We offer education and support
in a caring and confidential setting, actively partnering with NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
of Lee County and other local agencies.

JOURNEY TO

• September 11, 25
• October 9, 23
• November 6, 20

NEXT MEETING: JULY 12

For more information contact:

Carole Wheeler-Antle at wacarole@comcast.net
or call/text (239) 850-7443
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n

6pm

PARISH LIFE CENTER

St. Bernadette & St. Michael

Parish

PRAYER FOR SAFETY
During Hurricane Season

NURSING MINISTRY

HURRICANE PLANNING

FOR PEOPLE WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS

Through November 30
Oh God, Master of this passing
world, hear the humble voices
of your children. The Sea of
Galilee obeyed Your order and
returned to its former quietude.
You are still the Master of land
and sea. We live in the shadow
of a danger over which we have
no control: the Gulf, like a provoked
and angry giant, can awake from
its seeming lethargy, overstep
its conventional boundaries,
invade our land, and spread
chaos and disaster.

Lee County Emergency Management will provide
transportation and shelter services during a tropical
storm or a hurricane event.
If you are not safe to shelter in place at home, you
may pre-register. Those forms will be available
at the Parish Nurse's blood pressure table in the
Narthex AFTER ALL MASSES the last full weekend
of every month. (July 29-30)
There are Special Needs Shelters for people who
have complex medical issues. A Hospital Type
Shelter is for people too medically fragile and
need a hospital type environment. You must have
a companion or caretaker with you in a hospital
type shelter. You also need a note from your doctor.
Transportation can be provided.
Please pick up information at the Parish Nurse's
table after all the Masses, the last full weekend
of every month.

CONTACT our parish NURSES

You can leave a message with one of our parish
nurses at (239) 561-2245
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During this hurricane season we
turn to You, Oh loving Father. Spare
us from past tragedies whose
memories are still so vivid and
whose wounds seem to refuse to
heal with passing of time.
Oh Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our
beloved Mother, we ask you to
plead with your Son on our behalf,
so that spared from the calamities
common to this area and animated
with a true spirit of gratitude,
we will walk in the footsteps
of your Divine Son to reach the
heavenly Jerusalem,where a
stormless eternity awaits us.
Amen

CatholicCommunity

SAFTEY TIP

H A PPENI NG S

Homeless Service Day & Job Fair: This is an opportunity to
secure a replacement ID or Driver’s license, employment
opportunities, along with other social service referrals.
Lunch graciously donated by Hope Clubhouse. Join us July
14 from 9am-1pm at Grace Church, 2415 Grand Ave. in
Ft. Myers. For more information or to register online, visit
bettertogetherus.org/events/popup-jf
World Day of Prayer for Grandparents & the Elderly:
The second World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
takes place on Sunday, July 24. Instituted by Pope Francis
in 2021, this Church wide celebration takes place close to
the liturgical memorial of Saints Anne and Joachim, the
Grandparents of Jesus. The theme chosen by the Holy
Father for this World Day is “In old age they will still bear
fruit” (Psalm 92:15) which is a way of expressing the living
of this age to the fullest.
Natural Family Planning Awareness Week: The Church has
designated the week of July 24-30 as National NFP Awareness
Week. This provides an opportunity to spread the word about
Catholic teaching on marriage and conjugal love. The Office
of Family Life will be hosting free, virtual information sessions
on the Creighton Model FertiltyCare System during NFP week
which allows women to monitor their reproductive health and
couples to plan their families in a way that is moral, medically
safe, and reliable. To schedule a session contact Carrie Harkey
at harkey@dioceseofvenice.org or (941) 484-9543 ext. 3019
Walking with Moms in Need: A nationwide program in the
Catholic Church to connect pregnant women with pregnancy
help centers. Join the effort to walk with her! For more
information visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife or call
(941) 441-1101
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.
Regret Having an Abortion? There is hope and healing is
available. Contact Sylvia at (941) 412-5860 for confidential
help and information about the next Project Rachel One
Day Retreat or visit project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
Men’s Support after Abortion Program: Men, you are not
alone. According to a national survey, 71% of men said they
had an adverse effect after abortion. You are invited to
participate in a confidential and free healing series for men.
It will be led by Father Mark Harris at St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church in Naples, and Nathan Misirian, Support
After Abortion. To schedule/register for the virtual sessions,
call (941) 412-5860 or project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
English as Second Language Classes: Free classes for
Beginning and Intermediate students sponsored by St
Columbkille Church. Offered via Zoom on Tuesday evenings,
and In Person classes on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
in the Ministry Center. Individual tutoring available. If
interested, please call Mary at (443) 567 9200

with Lee
County Sheriff
CARMINE
MARCENO

BEWARE

Suspicious Packages
Arriving by Mail
Lee County Sheriff Carmine Marceno is warning
residents to be vigilant about opening unsolicited packages arriving by mail that appear to have
originated from China. The packages typically
have Chinese characters on the label and may
contain mysterious items such as white powder,
seeds or jewelry.
At this time, it is unclear who exactly is sending
these packages, why they are being distributed
and if they are being sent to harm the receiver.

Avoid This Scam:
If you receive a suspicious package in the mail
you DID NOT order, the Sheriff’s Office is advising you not to open it and limit contact with the
package. Immediately call Postal Inspectors at
1-877-876-2455 If you DO OPEN the package
and experience a medical or health issue, please
call 911.
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BENEFITS TO HAVING A PARISH APP
Your church Mobile App is a powerful tool that brings
great benefits to our local and seasonal parishioners.
There are so many exciting possibilities to being
connected. It is important to stay informed and take
advantage of the resources that are available. Below
are some stimulating avenues to explore:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bulletin
Calendar
Confession
Giving
Homilies
Mass Times
Messages
News
Parish Info
Prayers
Readings

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

World News
Groups
Reflections
Real Life
Catholic
Reflect Daily
Daily Mass
Rosary
Audio Bible
The Good News
Resources

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW PARISH APP!

Help foster a stronger parish life at St. John XXIII and better engage the
New Evangelization.
Download our app today at myparishapp.com
or search your phone’s app
- Pope Francis
store for myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202!
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Your time to shine.

Wash
often.

10951 Saxum Drive
Fort Myers
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