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BLESSED 

Mother’s 
Day

"Her children rise up  
and call her blessed."
         - PROVERBS 31:28



May 8, 2022

PASTOR
Rev. Robert Tabbert

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Saji Ellickal M.C.B.S.
frsaji@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net
DEACON
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL 
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres 
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL
Hope Hospice 239-369-1831  
1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL
St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Maintenance
Rob Erp/Dave Mraz
239-561-2245                           
Dir. of Faith Formation
Chris Biel
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
MaryAnn Deas
maryann@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Admin. Assistant
Jennifer Baumgardner
jennb@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Music Director
Richard Owen
musicdirector@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                         
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  
PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                       
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      
Admin. Assistant
Laura Hess
laura@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
takes place in the 

church from
 8:30am-9:00am

We will continue 
LIVE streaming 

some MASSES on
Facebook/Website

MAY 15, 2022 - READINGS 
• 1ST READING  ACTS 14:21-27
• PSALM  PS 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13
• 2ND READING REV 21:1-5A
• GOSPEL  JN 13:31-33A, 34-35

Mass Inten t i on s
PLEASE NOTE: The chapel will be open during weekend Masses 
for those who prefer additional space. However, due to Children's 
Liturgy of the Word on Sundays, Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel 
will not be available during the 9:15am & 11:15am Masses.

MASS INTENTION REQUEST UPDATE
There are no Masses in English available until the 2023 book opens in 
July. Other options will remain available such as Tabernacle Candle $15 
per week and Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

MONDAY, MAY 9
• 8:00 AM † Jose Ines Villanueva by Villanueva/Garcia Families         

TUESDAY, MAY 10
• 8:00 AM † Edna Schaake by Richard            

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 
• 8:00 AM † Marion Lamone by her husband            

THURSDAY, MAY 12
• 8:00 AM † Jim & Diane Wittenauer by their daughter, Pam
FRIDAY, MAY 13
• 8:00 AM † Karen Toby by Steve & Valerie Workman     

SATURDAY, MAY 14
• 8:00 AM † Judith Marie Carson by Bruce Letmanski
• 4:00 PM † Linda Sayres by The St. John XXIII Women's Guild
• 8:00 PM - Joseph - Vietnamese Mass
SUNDAY, MAY 15
• 7:15 AM † Joyce Mraz by her husband, Dave
• 9:15 AM † Dennis O'Neill by John & Marie Hagan
• 11:15 AM † Philip & Frances Barnes by Ken & Linda Barnes
• 1:30 PM † Manuel Garcia by Villanueva/Garcia Families  

St. John XXIII Charity Link: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-4893911

Now available in the Amazon Shopping app on your iPhone
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by: Fr. William Saunders - Catholic Exchange

Mother OF God
Mary is truly a “mother”. Not just the physical means by which our Lord entered this 
world, but she is also in the fullest sense mother. As mother, she always wants to 
present her Son to others, and to lead others to her divine Son. In the Gospels, she 
presented Him to the shepherds, the Magi, the Priest Simeon and Anna, and to the 
wedding party at Cana. She desires to do the same for each of us. When our Lord died 
on the Cross, standing there were His mother, Mary, and St. John the Apostle; Jesus 
said to Mary, “Woman, there is your son,” entrusting His widowed mother to the care 
of St. John; and to St. John, “There is your mother” (Jn 19:26-27). Traditionally, we 
have always held that here Jesus gave Mary as a mother to the Church as a whole and 
to each of us.

By Her Presence
Over the last 200 years, the Blessed Virgin Mary has appeared to many different 
people all throughout the world. By her presence in our world, the messages she gave, 
will be one way in which she will convert sinners.
As we learn the messages she spoke, they challenge us to reflect on how we live our life 
and consider how God might be inviting us to greater conversion of life. Mary’s presence, 
her concern for all God’s children, is one way by which she will convert sinners.

By Her Prayers
The first way Mary converts sinners is through her prayers. In a different apparition 
received by a Belgian immigrant in the United States back in 1859, the Blessed Mother 
told the seer, Adele Brise, “I am the Queen of Heaven who prays for the conversion 
of sinners.” Assumed body and soul into Heaven, Mary now intercedes for the world.
As the Queen Mother, she advocates for the world before the throne of her son. 
Isn’t it the case that the hearts of some hardened sinners have been converted and 
conquered by the Blessed Virgin’s love? 
Mary is praying for the conversion of sinners. She’s praying for you and me. And by 
her prayers, she will obtain the grace of conversion from her Son, and convert sinners.

By Her Example
We meet the Blessed Virgin in the pages of the gospel.  The way by which she lived her 
life offers us a great example.
When we are confronted with vices, we look at Mary’s virtues. When we are 
tempted towards pride, we remember her humility before God. When we want to 
be disobedient, we recall her obedience to God’s will. When impurity and unchastity 
confronts us, her example of purity and chastity inspires us to live similarly. When we 
wish to ignore the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ, her attentiveness and 
generosity towards Elizabeth beckons us to respond to their needs.
Let us look to our Blessed Mother’s example and rely on her prayers. May we turn 
to her always as our own Mother, pleading, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.”



|  PAGE 4 |

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you 
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the 
prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater E-Prayer Community - email 
Betsy Engelbrecht at eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people 
who will pray for them by name!

Elaine Quan 
Marlene LaRose
Gary Neubauer           
Ron Hudepohl  
Denise Vannelli
Laura Ford
Tony Gagnet
Susan Davies  
Cynthia & William  
Sophia Bentz
Colleen Ryan
Lynne Mogell
Ross Mannina
Virginia Lochner
Steve Lane
Timothy Stephan Shea
Mark Joseph Lattner

Kimberly Ann
Judy Mayer 
Paul Rotz 
Laurie Gilligan
Maria Elena Terinoni
Michael Sturm
Benito Gonzalez
Brianna Bethany
Ron Nardi
George Lee
Mary Monaco
Patricia Biel
Tom Dolan
Tony Navy
JoAnne Walsh
JC Alvarez
Carmelo Santos

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!
Rev. Charles Sullivan, Founding Pastor
Erika Arquila Hlavacek
Rhonda Giusti

Prayers forEternal Life

Tabernac l eCandle
In Celebration of the Krippner & Valek    
        Anniversaries
Requested by:          Ted & Mickey Veenhuis

In Honor of:          Margarita Montalvo
                 Happy Mother's Day
Requested by:      Yesenia Garcia

Adorat i onChape l

PRAYER FOR
THE BLESSED MOTHER 

Mother’s Day - May 8th
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful 
vine splendor of Heaven. Blessed Mother of the 
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my 
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show 
me, herein you are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart 
to succor me in my necessity. There are none who 
can withstand your power. Oh, Show me herein 
that you are my Mother. Oh, Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee. Holy Mary, I place this cause for your hands. 
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all 
roads so that I can attain my goal. You who gave 
me the divine gift to forgive and forget all evil 
against me and that in all instances in my life you 
are with me. I want in this short prayer to thank 
you for all things as you confirm once again that 
I never want to be separated from you in eternal 
glory. Thank you, Blessed Mother for your mercy 
toward me and others. Amen.
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend 
the New Parishioner Orientation is on Sunday, June 12, 
2022 after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to 
be part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office 
know your email address or you can even update it on the 
parish website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms 
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request 
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such 
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass 
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through 
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to 
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please 
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in 
the weekly offertory basket. 

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces   
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Major Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG

Andrew Hawkinson, USN     
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy    
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
Com. Craig Fowler, USN 
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army,   
82nd ABN
PFC Eric Lyons, USMC 
2nd Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army   
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic  
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
PFC Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff
Sean Dryhurst US Navy
Lt. Amanda Macaluso
Anthony An Schroeder, 
11 Bravo Infantry
Derrick Hambling, Army Airborne 
Infantry
Maj. Paige Blevins USAF
Maj. Christopher Blevins USAF
Capt. Cameron Hortman USAF

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar

Monday, May 9
• Men's Gospel Forum: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am 
• Craftie Ladies: The Villas - 1pm
• KofC Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm  ____________________________________________________________
Tuesday, May 10
• Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am  
• Bereavement: PLC/St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
• Journey to Hope: PLC/St. Therese - 6pm
• Bingo: Main Hall - doors open 5:30pm/games 6:30pm 
• Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group: Chapel - 6:30pm
• AA Meeting: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm
• Vietnamese Ladies Rehearsal: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, May 11
• Pastoral Staff Meeting: Office Conference Room - 10am
• Sharing Our Faith Journey: Main Hall - 6pm____________________________________________________________

Thursday, May 12
• Choir Practice: Church - 6pm
• Hispanic Music Rehearsal: Main Hall - 7pm____________________________________________________________

Friday, May 13
• Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm   ____________________________________________________________

Saturday, May 14
• Morning with Mary: Main Hall - 9am-12pm
• KofC Food Drive: Outside/Parking Lot - 10am-1pm
• Vigil Mass: Church - 4pm
• Vietnamese Mass: Church - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, May 15
• Masses: 7:15, 9:15 & 11:15am * Livestreamed
• RCIA: St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 10:15am
• Hispanic Choir: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 11am
• Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm * via YouTube
• HS Social Session: PLC/St. Martha & St. Mary - 5pm

PLC = PARISH LIFE CENTER

WATCH AT HOME
• WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am 

ONLINE 
www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/  
communications/tvmass/

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Larry Urdaneta & Numaris Rincon
Junior Garcia Montoya & Nairobi Gamez Lopez
Freddy Sanchez & Tania Zambrano
Daniel Molter & Fabiana Nicastri
Anthony Corsetto  & Lauren Casey

n

n

n

n

n
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Contact Chris Biel | 561-7499 | chrisdre@johnxxiii.net

TOTUS TUUS:
Totus Tuus is a summer Catholic youth program dedicated to 
sharing the Gospel and promoting the Catholic Faith through 
evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and Eucharistic 
worship.  
The camp will be held at St. John XXIII July 11-15 from 9am-
3pm. The cost is $50 per camper.  The age range for the day 
program is grades 1-5.
To learn more about the program, please visit: 
https://totustuus.church/

EVENTS
VACATION BIBLE CAMP:
REGISTRATION for our annual 
Vacation Bible Camp has started. 
The camp is open to children 
entering VPK 4 to students 
entering grade 6. This year’s 
camp theme is Monumental, 
Celebrating God’s Goodness. 

Due to the popularity of the camp, registration is open 
to St. John XXIII parishioners only. We want to make sure 
children in our community can attend. Please note that the 
camp registration closes on May 15, but we anticipate it 
will fill before then, so please do not delay registering at:
https://www.osvhub.com/st-john-xxiii-parish/forms/
registration-1-1-2-2

The camp will run June 13-17 from 9am-Noon and will take 
place in the Parish Life Center. 

Fai t h is taking the first step even when
you can't see the whole staircase.

REMEMBER. HONOR. SUPPORT

It’s officially May, which means it’s also National 
Military Appreciation Month: an excellent time to 
honor both active and former members of our armed 
forces. To help do our part to thank those in the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marines, Space Force, 
National Guard and beyond, we’ve rounded up more 
than 30 awesome military discounts available from 
the likes of Nike, Samsung and more.

What is National Military Appreciation 
Month?
Officially recognized by Congress in 1999, National 
Military Appreciation Month includes several key 
dates pertaining to our soldiers: Loyalty Day, Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day, VE Day, Armed Forces Day 
and of course, Memorial Day.
Many of the military discounts found should extend 
far beyond these calendar dates, however, so these 
hard-working members of our community can get 
their thanks all year long. Keep in mind that some of 
the sites may require you to confirm your eligibility 
through third-party sites, but nabbing these exclusive 
discounts is still as easy as one, two, three.

Sign up for Discounts:
Join Military.com as we honor the service and 
sacrifice of members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, Marines, Space Force and National 
Guard as well as the contribution of their spouses.
Congress designated May as National Military 
Appreciation Month in 1999 to ensure the nation was 
given the chance to publicly show their appreciation 
for troops past and present.

www.military.com/discounts



  

YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII 
for updates and local happenings.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the first Thursday of each month.   
• June 2: Please check the Facebook page for more 

information.  
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Confirmation Program: Sundays 5pm - 6pm
• May 22: End of the Year Party for both Year 1 & 2. 
Please invite a friend to join us for a BBQ, 24ft water 
slide, and water relay games. Both boys and girls must 
wear t shirt and shorts. No midriffs or bikinis.

High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions: Sundays 5pm - 6pm
All high school teens and their friends are welcome to 
attend. We will meet in the Parish Life Center Flex class 
rooms and end each session in the Adoration Chapel for 
final prayer and quiet time with Jesus. 
• May 15: The Danger Zone 

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions  - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm
MSYG will be back in session opening with a concert 
August 28. Registration for 2022-23 season will be online 
July 1. We have two camps this summer. Vacation Bible 
School June 13-17 and Totos Tuus July 11-15.          

Volunteer Opportunites
Visit Sign up Genius website to view and sign up for youth 
and adult volunteering opportunities. Confirmed high school 
students can sign up as small group leaders at the HSSS.
Events: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050c45aead2daaf58-youth 

SENIOR MASS
GRADUATING

CALLING ALL SENIORS!
The parish is celebrating ALL GRADUATING 
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE SENIORS 
on Sunday, May 15 at the 11:15am Mass. 

If your graduating child serves in a ministry, 
contact Kelly Evers at kelly@Johnxxiii.net 
to have a special recognition at the Mass.

SUNDAY, MAY 15
11:15AM MASS
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly 

inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from 
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com

• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, search 
“St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at 
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for 
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202! 

• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 

• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 

• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

• Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

• Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request. 

• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel hours are Monday-
Friday 8:30am-3:45pm and Saturday 8:30am-3:30pm. For 
information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry please visit: 
johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

• St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Monday-Friday 10am-5pm and 
Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information please email 
thrift@johnxxiii.net or visit www. bpjthrift.com 

• Journey to Hope: This family support group for mental 
health challenges, meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 6pm in the St. Therese classroom. The next 
meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 10. 

• FREE Rosary Repair: Send broken rosaries in a padded 
envelope to: Betty & Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd., #502, 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be returned within 
a week of receipt. For more information email: holdenbnd@
gmail.com or call Dick at (239) 463-3993 

• Free Mental Health Services: Catholic Charities offers free 
mental health services for adults, children and families. 
Counselors can help resolve a wide variety of issues such 
as stress, anger, anxiety, relationship problems, trauma, 
depression, low self-esteem and grief. Call (239) 337-4193 

• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, 
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the 
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations 
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without 
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII

 

Sponsored by:
The Women’s Guild and The Knights of Columbus.
Food and snacks will be available for purchase. 

MUST BE 21 TO PLAY
All proceeds will go to a charity in our community.

MAY 10
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Doors open at 5:30pm
Games begin at 6:30pm

SATURDAY, MAY 14
10AM-1PM

FOOD
COLLECTION

NON-PERISHABLE

church parking lot

PLEASE CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

May Crowning



Father Bob, staff and parishioners honored our 
Blessed Mother with the May Crowning on 
Sunday, May 1. 
A special thank you to Abby & Summer Myers 
for crowning Mary!

May Crowning



GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
May 8, 2022

Jesus ALWAYS  Loves 
AND  Defends HIS FLOCK

by: Cynthia James - Catholic Exchange

"The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want"
- PSALM 23

"My sheep hear my voice 
and I know them and they 
follow me" - John 10:27

Jesus is the good shepherd who knows, loves and defends his 
sheep, embracing everyone without exception, Pope Francis said.
“For this is the Father’s will, that no one should be lost. Christ’s 
love is not selective; it embraces everyone,” the pope said before 
reciting the “Regina Coeli” prayer with visitors in St. Peter’s Square.
Focusing on the day’s Gospel reading (Jn 10:11-18) presenting 
Jesus as the good shepherd, the pope said the opposite of the 
good shepherd is the “mercenary” — the hired hand who does 
not care about the flock “because they are not his.”
“He does the job only for pay and is not concerned about 
defending them; when a wolf arrives, he flees and abandons 
them,” the pope said.
Jesus, the true shepherd, “defends us always and saves us from 
so many difficult situations, dangerous situations through the 
light of his word and the strength of his presence that we always 
experience if we want to listen, every day.”
But even more beautiful, he said, is Jesus knows each and every 
one, “we are not a ‘mass,’ a ‘multitude’ for him, no. We are 
unique individuals, each with his or her own story” and with his 
or her own value.
Knowing each person’s strengths and defects, Jesus “is always 
ready to care for us, to heal the wounds of our errors with the 
abundance of his mercy,” he added.
It was out of love for his sheep that he gave his life for them, and 
it is God’s will “that no one should be lost,” the pope said.
Jesus says in the Gospel that he has “other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my 
voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd.”
The pope said these words testify to Jesus’ universal concern: 
“he is everyone’s shepherd” and wants everyone to encounter 
God and receive the father’s love.
Many people, even the majority of them, go to church on special 
occasions or never, the pope said. “But this does not mean they 
are not God’s children; the father entrusts everyone to Jesus the 
good shepherd, and he gave his life for everyone.”
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

  05-01-22          05-02-21       Difference
Offertory $39,896.34      $26,656.00    $13,240.34  
Building Fund    $1,282.50         $1,872.00         ($589.50)
Total  $41,178.84       $28,528.00     $12,650.84   
Mass Attendance      2933                  2023  
Registered Families    3542                  3549

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 2022 Catholic Faith Appeal - NO UPDATE
2022 Goal   $458,000.00  
Pledge    $342,395.00    
% of Goal   74.76%
% of Households  15.76%
Payments   $241,901.75    

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will 
is not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL

AD LIMINA VISIT 
FEBRUARY 2020

Diocese of Venice in Florida

CATHOLIC
FAITH
APPEAL

Be generous,Be generous,
          and you will be prosperous.and you will be prosperous.

Help Others,Help Others,
      and you will be helped.and you will be helped. (Prov. 11:25)

2021

Message Message from from Bishop DewaneBishop Dewane

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 May the grace and peace of Christ be with you and 
your family!  In this New Year, it is my desire to express 
sincere gratitude for your support of your Parish and the 
Diocese of Venice. 

 Scripture reminds us, “Be generous, and you will 
be prosperous. Help others, and you will be helped” 
(Proverbs 11:25). Your support of the Catholic Faith 
Appeal is one way to respond to this call for personal 
commitment and participation in helping our brothers 
and sisters in need.  

 The Catholic Faith Appeal helps to sustain many 
diverse programs in our Parishes. Some examples are 
preparing couples for marriage, providing the curriculum 
to educate both children and adults in our Faith, forming 
future priests, educating children in Catholic schools, 
and supporting religious sisters who serve in various 
roles. Being in tune with the vulnerabilities of our diverse 
population necessitates programs that are supported 
through the CFA such as housing for seniors, the 
homeless, and single mothers. 

 Several of the Diocesan programs and ministries 
funded by the Catholic Faith Appeal are highlighted 
in this brochure.  As can be seen, the CFA furthers the 
mission given by Christ and impacts so many lives.  It 
is my hope that you will support the CFA so that the 
Church in the Diocese of Venice may continue to make a 
positive difference in the communities it serves.  

 May the Lord abundantly reward your desire to help 
those among us in need.  Be assured of my prayers for 
you and your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Frank J. Dewane
Bishop of the Diocese of

Venice in Florida

Ways Ways To GiveTo Give

GIFT OPPORTUNITIES USINGGIFT OPPORTUNITIES USING
THE 10-PAYMENT PLANTHE 10-PAYMENT PLAN

Gift Initial 9 MonthlyGift Initial 9 Monthly
Amount Payment PaymentsAmount Payment Payments
 $50,000 $5,000    $5,000 $50,000 $5,000    $5,000
 $25,000 $2,500                $2,500 $25,000 $2,500                $2,500
  $15,000   $1,500 $1,500  $15,000   $1,500 $1,500
   $10,000 $1,000 $1,000   $10,000 $1,000 $1,000
  $  5,000   $   500 $   500  $  5,000   $   500 $   500
  $  2,500 $   250 $   250  $  2,500 $   250 $   250
  $  1,000 $   100 $   100  $  1,000 $   100 $   100
  $     500               $     50   $     50  $     500               $     50   $     50

Your gift to the Your gift to the 2021 Catholic 2021 Catholic 
Faith AppealFaith Appeal  will continue to will continue to 
make a difference in supporting make a difference in supporting 
the spiritual, educational, the spiritual, educational, 
charitable and pastoral initiatives charitable and pastoral initiatives 
at the Diocese of Venice. at the Diocese of Venice.   
Thank you!Thank you!

PLEASE CONSIDER A PLEDGE TO THE
CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 
The previous pages presented in this brochure 
demonstrate the impact on the lives of individuals, 
families and communities when you respond generously 
in supporting the Catholic Faith Appeal.  Please consider 
making a gift to the 2021 CFA. 

Pledging your gift may allow you to make a more 
generous and affordable contribution to the CFA. The 
pledge can be spread out over several months. You 
may pledge with an initial payment while the remaining 
balance can be donated at any time during the next nine 
months.  The Diocese will send you monthly reminders.

You may use the following methods to make your gift:

For more information, please visit us atFor more information, please visit us at
www.dioceseofvenice.orgwww.dioceseofvenice.org or call 941-486-4719. or call 941-486-4719.
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HAPPENINGS

Featured Speaker: 
Fr. Bill Jarema

NAME: ___________________________________________________________

NUMBER ATTENDING: _____________

Please return to the parish office or drop in the collection basket by May 15th

Morning with Joseph - SATURDAY, MAY 21- PLC- 9AM-12PM
To ensure that we have enough food, we ask you to RSVP by returning this tear off.

Morning with Joseph
SATURDAY, MAY 21 - Parish Life Center - 9am - 12pm
The St .John XXIII Women’s Guild invites all women of the parish to a gathering 
on Saturday, May 21 from 9:00am to 12pm in the Parish Life Center. Come and 
join us for a light breakfast, a great speaker, and a rosary.
ABOUT FR. BILL:
Rev. William J. Jarema, BA, MS, M.Div., MAS. NCC, is an international retreat and 
workshop provider. He has been an ordained Catholic priest for 39 years and a 
clinical psychotherapist for 42 years. 

For more information about Fr. Bill and his work with the Mercy Center Inc., 
please visit: https://mercycenter.com/rev-william-jarema Mercy Center - Colorado

Last year due to Covid restrictions, we were unable to celebrate Fr. Angelo’s 
50th Ordination Anniversary. Join us on Sunday, May 22 after the 9:15am and 
11:15 Masses, as we honor this wonderful milestone! We will have hospitality 
in the Parish Life Center to celebrate Fr. Angelo’s 51st anniversary of priesthood.  

Fr. Angelo’s Anniversary
SUNDAY, MAY 22 - Parish Life Center - after Masses
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We are pleased to announce that St. John XXIII is starting a Surviving Separation & Divorce Ministry. The mission 
and purpose of this ministry is to create a safe and nurturing environment based in our Catholic faith for everyone 
surviving divorce. This ministry is open to anyone at any phase of divorce whether newly separated or divorced for 
many years. We ask that those interested in joining attend an information session on Sunday May 22 at 9:00am 
in the Parish Life Center.   
This 12 week Diocesan approved program will be facilitated by Carole Wheeler-Antle. The course will focus on:

• Working through the emotional upheaval of separation and divorce.
• Find personal healing and growth.
• Discover a deeper understanding of God’s love for you.
Official meetings will begin Sunday, June 12 at 9:00am and occur every two weeks. For questions, please contact 
Carole Wheeler-Antle at wacarole@comcast.net or call/text (239) 850-7443
 

Journey
As a follow up to the "Growing Rich in Mercy" classes with 
Fr. Bill Jarema, we will offer a 4-week class to share our faith 
stories with each other. A new topic will be presented each 
week. We will have time for listening, praying, and sharing in 
small groups with Holly Atkins facilitating.
Sign up for classes on our website: https://johnxxiii.net/news/ 
Scheduled Wednesday Classes: May 11, 18, 25, and June 1 
from 6:00pm to 7:30pm in the Parish Life Center.  
For more information email: holly@johnxxiii.net

Sharing Our
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As a following up to the Growing Rich in Mercy classes 
with Fr. Bill Jarema, we will offer a 4-week class to share 
our faith stories with each other. A new topic will be 
presented each week.  We will have time for listening, 
praying, and sharing in small groups.  

Holly Atkins will facilitate

Please sign up by emailing holly@johnxxiii.net 

Time: Wed. nights from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

May 11, 18, 25, and June 1st, 2022

During the month of May, The St. John XXIII 
Women’s Guild is sponsoring a baby shower to 
support women in need of help with their babies. 
Items will be donated to the pro-life pregnancy 
centers in town. 
All items donated must be new. Due to Covid, 
they are unable to accept used items. 
You can donate one item or if you wish you 
can make up a basket for a child of a particular 
age. Items may be left at the display crib in the 
narthex. They are looking for items for sizes 0-2T. 
Items needed are:

Women’s Guild

SHOWER

MONTH OF MAY

• Diapers of any size
• Onesies
• Clothing 0-2T
• Blankets
• Bibs
• Lotions etc.
• Crib sheets
• Gift cards to Walmart 

or Target
• Bottles
• Pacifiers 
• Donations of cash for 

cribs and car seats

Please write in the check memo line:   
“Women’s Guild Baby Shower”
All gift cards and checks can be left in the church 
office or in the collection basket. Please mark 
your envelope: “WG Baby Shower”
For more information contact Sue Edwards at: 
sgedwards007@gmail.com

FUN
FACTS

MOTHER'S DAY

• Mother's Day originated in the United States 
in the early 1900's and was recognized as 
a holiday in 1914.

• In the majority of the world’s languages, the 
word for “mother” all begin with the letter M.

• Of all the flowers bought for holidays, one 
quarter are purchased for Mother's Day. 

• Approximately $14 billion dollars is spent on 
Mother’s Day.

• In what was formerly Yugoslavia, children 
would tie up their mother on Mother’s Day. 
The only way she could get free would be 
to pay her children with treats.

• In the United States alone, an estimated 
122 million phone calls are made to moms 
on Mother’s Day.

• Carnations are very popular flowers for 
Mother’s Day and are thought to be made 
from the tears of Jesus’ mother (Mary) 
when she wept at his feet the day He was 
crucified.

• The most common flower for Mother's Day 
is the carnation. Pink and red represent for 
mothers who are alive and white for those 
who have passed away. 

• Mother's Day is celebrated in close to 50 
countries in different parts of the world.

Happy Mother ' s Day



There are many struggles within the world we live in such as: poverty, terrorism, war, 
pollution, explotation, global pandemic etc.
What would St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta do today?
The answer is this: St. Mother Teresa would minister to the poor and vulnerable. As 
part of her mission, she would continue to care for those afflicted with Hansen’s 
disease (known as Leprosy) who were shunned. The coronavirus of today is 
similar because it is very communicable. Those with the virus are cared for in 
controlled, isolated hospital settings under the care of healthcare personnel in a 
protective environment and need to be separated from family and friends to 
prevent transmission to others. 
Mother Teresa did not shun those afflicted as she prayed to the Blessed Virgin and called 
upon Mary many times with her favorite prayer, the Memorare. She would repeat this 
“Flying Novena”, as she called it, nine consecutive times. An example was when the Holy 
Father in 1984 was celebrating Mass outdoors, and as people were gathering, it began 
to rain very heavily.  St. Teresa and her fellow sisters began to pray the “Flying Novena” 
of nine consecutive Memorares for beautiful weather. By the 7th set of Memorares, the 
umbrellas folded and by the ninth set of the “Flying Novena” umbrellas closed and the 
rain stopped. Mother Teresa would often pray the ‘Flying Novena” for a very sick child, 
and  to obtain gasoline when fuel was running short on a night-time mission. 

Here is the Memorare:
“Remember Oh most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known, that anyone who 
fled to your protection, implored your help or sought your intercession was left unaid-
ed. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you oh Virgin of Virgins, my Mother. To you I 
come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. Oh Mother of the Word incarnate, de-
spise not my petitions, but in your clemency hear and answer me. Amen”
Let us pray this beautiful prayer for our world, all healthcare workers, and first 
responders. Let’s pray also for our faith community.
We must continue to practice social distancing, wash our hands frequently, wear masks 
when out in public, and wear disposable gloves especially when pumping gasoline.
St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, was an extraordinary human being who had her own 
demons of depression. She gave strength, care, and compassion to those in most need. 
She is a saint for our times.
One last famous quote from Mother Teresa. “ Spread love wherever you go: And let no 
one ever come to you without leaving happier”
As St. John XXIII parish nurses, this is our mission: strength, care and compassion 
to our faith community.

Parish
N U R S I N G  M I N I S T R Y

A HEALING MESSAGE 
for body, mind and soul

• Toni Granchi RN FCN

• Joann Andrews RN, DNP, FCN

• Judy Balyeat RN, FCN

• Helen Tuffy, RN, BSN, FCN

Parish 
Nurse
Team

“There is a light in this world, a 
healing spirit more powerful than 
any darkness we may encounter.”

- St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta
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We are glad you are sending your children 
to Catholic Schools, and we want to support 
you in your efforts. It is a sacrifice for many 
families financially. The schools offer a 
discount for members that are regularly 
attending Mass.
Each year the school gives families a form 
and ask that the Pastor of the parish you 
attend sign to say that you are using your 
envelopes and attending Mass each week.  
This is a school form not a parish form. 
Please use your envelopes each week. 
Fr. Bob is not concerned if there is money in 
the envelope, as much as the fact you are 
regularly attending Mass with your children. 
The only way Fr. Bob can know you are 
coming each week is by the envelope use. 
This is stated on the form from the school. 
Many of you give online, which is great, but 
you still need to put your envelope into the 
basket each week. 
   Thank you!

Families OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

STUDENTS

JOIN US:
365 PRAYER:
Come join in 365 prayer every Wednesday any time 
from 12pm-5:00pm at Planned Parenthood:
6418 Commerce Park Dr. Fort Myers 

FIRST FRIDAY of Every Month:
If you are at the Adoration Chapel, we ask that 
during the regular hours people offer up special 
prayers for an end to the death penalty. 
THIRD WEDNESDAY of Every Month:
Respect Life general meeting Parish Life Center at 
8:45am

CONTACT US:
If you would like more information, or interested in 
volunteering, email: respectlifejohn23@gmail.com 
or call Maureen Nash at (239) 823-6800

This impactful movie will be shown in theaters 
May 16-17. To watch a sneak peek visit: 
https://www.thematteroflife.org/

WINNER 
Best Documentary 
Award
Christian Worldwide 
Film Festival 2021 

WINNER 
Sanctity of Life Award
Christian Worldwide 
Film Festival 2021 

WINNER 
Audience Choice 
Award Runner-Up
Christian Worldwide 
Film Festival 2021 
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Mental illnesses are medical conditions that disrupt 
a person’s thinking, feeling, mood, ability to relate 
to others and daily functioning. Just as diabetes 
is a disorder of the pancreas, mental illnesses are 
disorders of the brain that often result in diminished 
capacity for coping with life’s demands. Of the 5% 
of adults who experience serious mental illness 
each year and the 20% of adults who experience 
a less serious mental health condition, less than 
50% will receive treatment.  Symptoms of mental 
health disorders manifest by age 24 in 75% of 
cases; average length between symptom onset 
and treatment is eleven years while the organ that 
controls judgement malfunctions. This can lead 
to a cascade of negative life events: addictions, 
incarceration, unemployment, and suicide.  
Anosognosia is the actual physical impairment of 
insight due to neurological damage in the frontal 
lobe of the brain and explains denial and treatment 
resistance in those with serious mental illness. For 
less serious diagnoses it may be stigma (negative 
judgement from self or others) about brain 
disorders, cost, treatment programs/lack of doctors 
(55% of U.S. counties lack a psychiatrist), or fear of 
medication side effects that delay treatment. It is 
important for all of us to care for our brain health 
through proper diet, exercise, stress management 
and education about the mind-body connection.
At our parish Journey to Hope NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) family support group, 
we understand the emotions that arise when 
behavioral symptoms show up. The common enemy 
is brain dysfunction, not our loved one. Instead 

MAYMENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS
of confrontation which results in a defensive 
response, we aim to learn reflective listening. 
This helps with the denial that surrounds mental 
health, or the diverging opinions that can disrupt 
so much in family relationships. Unfortunately, we 
don’t learn communication skills and often fail at 
listening. We easily default to opinion sharing or 
assuming our feelings are facts. It takes a humble 
spirit to really LISTEN. One resource is Dr. Xavier 
Amador’s book “I’m Not Sick I Don’t Need Help” 
which helps loved ones develop communication 
skills to approach mental health treatment as a 
team. His steps are: Make it safe to talk, own your 
fears, stop pushing your agenda, let it be, respect 
what you’ve heard, find workable problems, and 
write the headlines (reflect back what’s been heard 
in a way that presents a path forward). NAMI Family 
to Family class teaches these and other skills  
(www.namilee.org)

Journey TOHope
Brain disorders are treatable. Most people who 
live with serious mental illnesses can reduce the 
impact of their illness and achieve quality of life 
and independence with treatment: medication for 
managing symptoms, individual/group therapy, 
peer support (Journey to Hope is a NAMI family 
support group to enable family members to act 
effectively) and community services for housing 
and employment. As the Body of Christ, let’s 
look out for one another, bust stigma, educate, 
encourage and offer resources and support. God’s 
love is constant; we never walk alone. Let us share 
that message of hope. Our group meets May 10th 
at 6PM in the Parish Life Center, Room St. Therese.

FOR MORE Informat i on
If you are interested in more information regarding 
family support for mental health challenges, please 
email Joanne Halt at: joanne.halt@gmail.com

BY: Joanne Halt , M.A.

www.namilee.org
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