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PASTOR
Rev. Robert Tabbert

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Saji Ellickal M.C.B.S.
frsaji@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net
DEACON
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL 
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres 
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL
Hope Hospice 239-369-1831  
1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL
St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

Please Note:
SATURDAY

CONFESSIONS 
have resumed in 
the church from
 8:30am-9:00am

We will continue 
LIVE streaming 

some MASSES on
Facebook/Website

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Mass Inten t i on s
PLEASE NOTE: Due to Covid concerns, we still recommend 
wearing a mask during Mass and 3ft social distancing. The 
chapel will be open during weekend Masses for those who 
prefer additional space. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25
• 8:00 AM † Mike Mullin by Bassett & Berkmeyer Families          

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
• 8:00 AM † John Nash by Rick & Jan Leeson                

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
• 8:00 AM † John Damone by Timothy & Amy Shea                 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
• 8:00 AM † Ann Pavlan by Helen & Bob Tuffy
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
• 8:00 AM † Rebecca Javier by Belinda Barsumian            

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
• 8:00 AM † John Nash by Val Legler                     
• 4:00 PM † Mark Schupp by his parents                
• 8:00 PM † Maria Joseph
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
• 7:15 AM † Joesph Paolino by his daughter
• 9:15 AM † Mary Ellen Hoyt by Betty Ann & Jim McCarthy
• 11:15 AM † Theresa Tomanio by Liz & Bob Koplitz
• 1:30 PM † Pat & Vin Capuano by Debbie Capuano

THE 2022 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR
To ensure availability throughout the year, we must limit Mass requests 
to no more than (2) weekend Masses and (2) weekday Masses per 
person. Other options will remain available such as Tabernacle Candle 
$15 per week and Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Maintenance
Rob Erp/Dave Mraz
239-561-2245                           
Dir. of Faith Formation
Chris Biel
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Receptionist
MaryAnn Deas
maryann@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Admin. Assistant
Jennifer Baumgardner
jennb@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          
Youth Ministry
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      
Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                       
PLC Coordinator
Ivette Janoschka
ivette@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-2245                       
Office Assistant
Brenda Gregory
brenda@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      
Admin. Assistant
Laura Hess
laura@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      

OCTOBER 31, 2021 - READINGS 
• 1ST READING  DT 6:2-6 
• PSALM  PS 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
• 2ND READING HEBREWS 7:23-28   
• GOSPEL  MARK 12:28B-34

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28 - 7:00PM
St. John XXIII Parish Life Center
www.faithandwineleecounty.com
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Nothing about the grammar contained in Scripture makes missions sound optional. 
Throughout the Bible we are directed by God to participate in the global spread of His 
gospel. Look at the commands associated with missions texts: declare His glory among 
the nations (Ps 96:3), go and make disciples of all nations (Mat 28:19), you will be 
My witnesses  to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8), go into the world and proclaim (Ma 
16:15), say among the nations (Ps 96:10), go to the land I will show you (Acts 12:1), 
and go from your country (Gen 12:1). What part of those passages sounds optional? 
Might you be called to missions? No, you are commanded to participate in missions.
The shepherd’s sheep have been scattered throughout the world. He has called us 
to find them and tell them it is time to come home. David Sitton stated, “Nowhere in 
Scripture is a mysterious (supernatural) call a prerequisite before we can respond to 
the Great Commission.” Christians worship a God who requires unwavering obedience 
and calls us to participate in a mission that warrants extreme commitment.
Christ started His earthly ministry by calling His disciples to be fishers of men and ended 
with the instruction to go, and make disciples. Evangelism and global missions were 
never intended only for disciples who are seminary trained or exceptional orators. All 
disciples of Christ are called to make disciples for Christ who make disciples for Christ.

Discerning Your Call:
Must then all Christians sell all they own and move to a faraway land? No. Do not 
interpret this article as an attempt to guilt all Christian disciples onto the mission field. 
Missions is indeed a compulsory activity for all Christians, done out of a desire to glorify 
our Lord. How that is acted out in your life is between you and your Savior.
David Platt said, “As followers of Christ, we are all called to be a part of a grand, global 
mission.” Are you called to go, send, or pray? That is the question you must answer. 
Praying for missionaries, financially supporting missions, or sharing the gospel cross-
culturally, that is how we obey our Father.  
You may not be called to go, but you are certainly called to pray for or support God’s 
Great Commission. Every Christian is a participant. If God is not currently calling you to 
serve Him as a cross-cultural missionary please pray fervently for those He has called. 
Those who are called to pray provide the fuel on the bonfire that is lit by those who 
are called to go.
Not every Christian is called to leave the country. There are poor, sick, and unsaved 
everywhere. Service is mandatory, location varies. R.C. Sproul tells us, “We are called 
to be children of the light, to set forth the light of Christ to this dying world around us.” 
The call to missions has more to do with the condition of our heart than it does the 
location of our feet.

Obeying Your Call:
Doctor, teacher, or janitor is not your calling. Those are the means God has given to 
provide His mercy and love to others. That’s your calling. Our talent is less relevant 
than how we use it when called upon by the One who gave it to us.
If you are sitting around and waiting for God’s “call” to figure out how you were intended 
to serve the Lord, wait no longer. You have already been called, and commanded to aid 
in the spread of God’s eternal truth to all nations. Read your Bible and obey that which 
God has already commanded.
Every person who calls themselves a disciple of Christ is commanded to participate 
in God’s mission to call the nations to Himself. Our objective in the church is to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ and teach them to make disciples. 
Too frequently we give Jesus our unenthusiastic affiliation and token obedience. It is 
our absolute devotion and complete sacrifice He merits. God is worthy of sacrifice and 
He is calling His people to give all they have, even lay down their lives, so His gospel 
can reach the world.

ARE YOU BEING CALLED?
by: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, PH.D - Catholic Exchange



|  PAGE 4 |

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app 
store for myparish. You can also text the word 
“APP” to 88202!

In Memory of:  Dolores Borgerding
Requested by: Mike & Barb Hollenbeck

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!
David Roy
Alfred Donatelli, Sr. 

Prayers forEternal Life

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you 
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the 
prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater E-Prayer Community - email 
Betsy Engelbrecht at eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people 
who will pray for them by name!

Elaine Quan 
Marlene LaRose
Erika Arquilla Hlavacek
Jeff Hlavacek    
Gary Neubauer
Tom Biedak             
Ron Hudepohl  
Denise Vannelli
Laura Ford
Tony Gagnet  
Cynthia & William 
Phyllis Benham
Marilyn Dittrich
Vicki Gelardi
Bill Martin 
Chuck Nieset
Carol Graver

Linda Barnas
Melody Bitting 
Dustin Grossenbaugh
Polley Sedahl 
Mary Gannon
Jack Gannon
Karen Krieger
Peter Meade
Kieran Rooney
Phil Peterson
Sue Edwards
Doris Westberry
Sandra Averhart
Ken Marple
Steven Clausen
Donald Dantino 
Madlyne Terinoni

A Spirit OF Service
PRAYER FOR

Dear Loving Lord,
You sent Your Son to serve.

You sent Him to give
his life for me.

Let your Spirit awaken
in me the same
Spirit of service.

Let me not look for a
position of gain, instead

show me how to let
others go before me. 

Make me meek and humble 
so I too can give my life 
willfully, obediently, and 
faithfully. In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

"We cannot but speak about what we have 
seen and heard." - Acts 4:20
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend 
the New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, February 13, 
2022 after the 11:15am Mass.  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to 
be part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office 
know your email address or you can even update it on the 
parish website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms 
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request 
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such 
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass 
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through 
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to 
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please 
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in 
the weekly offertory basket. 

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces   
Major Andrew Duguay
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
1st Lt. Paige Hortman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Capt. Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic
PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG

Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG
Andrew Hawkinson, USN     
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy    
2nd Lt. Edward Hudson 
Tillinghast IV, Army
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
1st Lt. Christopher Dryhurst,   
US Air Force
Com. Craig Fowler, USN 
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army   
82nd ABN
Lt. Ross Walker, US Navy
PFC Eric Lyons, USMC 
2nd Lt. Nicholas Meunier, US Army   
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic  
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
PFC Judy Martinez, US Army
1st Lt. Jeffrey Zivkovic, US Army
Christopher Dominski, PFC ARNG
2nd Lt. Sara Wulff

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

Weekly Calendar

EVERY SATURDAY (via FACEBOOK)
• 4:00pm Mass with Fr. Angelo
EVERY SUNDAY (via PARISH WEBSITE/FACEBOOK)
• 11:15am Mass *(Mass is removed by Monday)
https://johnxxiii.net/streaming-mass/
• 1:30pm Spanish Mass (via Youtube)   
www.facebook.com/ministeriohispano.sanjuan.1 
WATCH AT HOME
• WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am 
ONLINE 
www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/  
communications/tvmass/

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Nazly Rojas
Mar y Ann Shuey
Xiomara Mirabal
Jose Garcia 

n

n

n

n

James Copp
Daniel & Kim Frey
John Tandarich                                               
Dahlia Torres

n

n

n

n

Monday, October 25
• Men’s Gospel Forum: St. Martha & St. Mary - 7am 
• Craftie Ladies: St. Martha & St. Mary - 1pm
• KofC Offier's Meeting: St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Tuesday, October 26
• Opening the Word: Zoom/PLC - 9am 
• Bereavement: St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 1pm
• Faith Alive: Zoom only - 6:30pm
• AA Meeting: St. Martha & St. Mary - 7pm____________________________________________________________
Wednesday, October 27
• Walking with Purpose: Zoom - 10am
• Pastoral Staff Meeting: OCR - 10am
• Middle School Youth Group: St. Patio Garden - 6pm
• Sacrament Prep: PLC - 6pm
____________________________________________________________
Thursday, October 28
• Faith & Wine: Main Hall - 6pm
• Men's Ministry: St. Martha & St. Mary - 6:30pm  
• Walking with Purpose: Zoom - 7pm ____________________________________________________________
Friday, October 29
• Vietnamese Choir Rehearsal: Church - 8pm  ____________________________________________________________
Saturday, October 30
• Vigil Mass - 4pm
• Trunk or Treat: Outside Parking Lot - 6-8pm
• Vietnamese Mass - 8pm____________________________________________________________

Sunday, October 31
• Masses: 7:15, 9:15 & 11:15am
• RCIA: St. Bernadette & St. Michael - 10:15am   
• Spanish Mass: Church - 1:30pm
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ADULT FAITH

Educa t i o n
Keep in TOUCH with your Fai t h   ONLINE:

Meetings are available in person and through ZOOM.
Masks are recommended while attending. For more 
information email Linda Stanley at: 
lindastanley.ls@gmail.com 
Watch a short video each week on Formed.org to help 
prepare you for the upcoming Sunday Readings. You 
can register at https://johnxxiii.formed.org/ and follow 
the instructions to sign in and watch Opening the 
Word. View all of the Catholic content 24/7. 

Tuesday Mornings at 9:00am
PARISH LIFE CENTER

  

Contact Chris Biel | 561-7499 | chrisdre@johnxxiii.net  

SACRAMENT PREPARATION:
BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize your 
child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your family 
prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered for registered 
members of St. John XXIII and are scheduled only after the 
preparation process is completed by the parents. Please do not 
make arrangements for family members until you have actually 
received a date. Contact the office at (239) 561-2245 for more 
information or to begin the process.
FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and First 
Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who have 
expressed a desire and willingness and are attending Mass, are 
welcome to begin the two year process of preparing for these 
Sacraments. The first year consists of regular attendance at 
Faith Formation classes or through a Diocesan Catholic school.  
(Either St. Francis Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year 
continues those classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental 
Preparation (Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. Please 
contact Chris at 561-7499 for more information or to begin the 
process. Parents who home school their children must contact 
the office during Year I. 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the Sacrament 
of Confirmation is a two year process that begins at the start of 
9th Grade and is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade. (Older teens 
are certainly welcome!). Each year consists of Faith Formation 
through the parish Youth Group or a Diocesan Catholic school 
(Bishop Verot) as well as scheduled Confirmation classes and a 
retreat. Please note: Students from Bishop Verot must register 
and attend the preparation classes at the beginning of 9th 
grade. If you are entering the 9th grade or would like more 
information on our program, contact Chris at (239) 561-7499 
to begin the process.

OCTOBER SCHEDULE:
10/27: Sacrament Preparation Only

10/31 TRUNK OR TREAT: This event will take 
place from 6-8pm outside/possibly PLC. 
See page 9 for more details. 

The 2022 LECTOR WORKBOOKS will be available 
in the SACRISTY after ALL MASSES the weekend 
of: OCTOBER 23 AND OCTOBER 24. 
Donation requested of $15.00 per book. 

Payments can be made by:
• Check - made payable to St. John XXIII; please 

write “Lector Workbook” on memo line
• Cash - exact $15.00 
• Sorry no credit cards accepted

Payments can also be made:
IN THE PARISH OFFICE: 
Monday - Friday, 8am - 12noon or 1pm - 4pm



  

YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII 
for updates and local happenings.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the first Thursday of each month. Please 
check the Facebook page for more information.  
• November 4: Margaret Kelly, instructor in the Creighton 

Model Fertility Care System will be presenting God’s 
plan for marriage and fertility  

Confirmation Program
• First Year Students: Sunday October 24 - Faith/Creed 

The Goal: To learn the Meaning of faith and exactly 
what we believe as Catholic Christians. 

• Second Year Students: Sunday October 24 - Choosing 
a Saint Name     
The Goal: Saints have lived faith filled lives and choos-
ing a saint to emulate our own faith walk inspires us to 
be better followers of Christ.   

High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions  - Sundays 5pm to 6pm
All high school teens and their friends are welcome to attend. 
Sessions will be held outside unless bad weather. We will 
end each session in the Adoration Chapel for final prayer 
and quiet time with Jesus. 
• October 24: No Session due to Confirmation Classes     

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions  - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm
Please be sure to register. We will meet in the Parish Life 
Center but will be outside as much as we can while Covid 
numbers are high.   
• October 27: All Hallows Eve Campfire       

Volunteer Opportunites
Visit Sign up Genius website to view and sign up for youth 
and adult volunteering opportunities. Confirmed high school 
students can sign up as small group leaders at the HSSS.
Events: https://https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050c45aead2daaf58-youth 
High School Social Sessions: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/8050c45aead2daaf58-high
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Hispan i c Mini s t ry

Misas en Español 
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII  
• Hora:   1:30pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes.
Las misas tambien estan siendo transmitidas a traves 
de YouTube, ahí podrá encontrarnos como Comunidad 
Hispana St. John XXIII. 

Rezo del Santo Rosario   
(Antes de la misa los domingos)
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
• Hora:  12:45pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes. 

Contáctanos
Estamos ofreciendo el servicio de misas especiales 
como Quinceañeras, Bautismos y Matrimonios 
para más información comunicarse con nosotros al 
email:  comunidadhispana@johnxxiii.net

RCIA
A JOURNEY IN FAITH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you are thinking about joining the 
Catholic Church.... 
The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for adults who 
are considering it. 
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Robertson at (239) 560-5617  

MEETINGS in the PLC or ZOOM:
Sunday Morning after the 9:15am Mass

Join Us!
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly 

inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from 
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com

• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, search 
“St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at 
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for 
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202! 

• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 

• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 

• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

• Text to Give: Text the dollar amount to 239-356-6529 to 
donate to our Offertory Fund. Your transaction will be 
processed through the Online Giving account associated with 
your mobile phone number. If your phone number is not 
recognized, you can connect your number with an existing 
account or create an account. 

• Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

• Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request. 

• Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
your nonperishable items to church. These donations 
fill pantries in our area. Items can be dropped off in the 
Narthex. 

• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel Hours are Monday-Friday 
8:30am-4pm & Saturday 8:30am-3pm. For information on 
The Adoration Chapel Ministry please visit: johnxxiii.net/
adoration-chapel-ministry/

• St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am-
5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information email 
thrift@johnxxiii.net or visit www. bpjthrift.com 

• Free Mental Health Services: Catholic Charities offers free 
mental health services for adults, children and families. 
Counselors can help resolve a wide variety of issues such 
as stress, anger, anxiety, relationship problems, trauma, 
depression, low self-esteem and grief. Call (239) 337-4193 

• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, 
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the 
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations 
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without 
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII

St. John XXIII offers the sacrament of Baptism 
to interested families. We are still keeping 
baptisms to ONE FAMILY at a time. If they fall 
on the same day (Saturday), we will schedule 
them an hour apart. Masks are recommended 
while inside the church.

For more information: 
If you are interested in having your child 
baptized, please call (239) 561-2245 or email: 

• Chris Biel: chrisdre@johnxxiii.net 
• Trisha Fields: trisha@johnxxiii.net

U P D A T E

No expertise is required. If you have any interest or 
questions, please email: 007phm@gmail.com

Paul McKenna and his 
wife Penny maintain the 
Vietnamese Memorial 
Garden and the pots on 
the St. Patrick Patio and 
at the Adoration Chapel. 
They are looking for a few 
able-bodied volunteers 
to help with weeding, 
trimming, mulching and 
watering. They frequent 
the Memorial Garden on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
after the 8am Mass for 
about an hour. Paul 
would also be available 
to meet volunteers on 
Saturday mornings.
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25% OFF RARELY 
DISCOUNTED BRANDS

Belk is currently holding 
their Charity Sale now 
through October 30th. 

Your $5 Charity Sale ticket 
helps support The Women’s 
Guild of St. John XXIII and 
their Outreach Ministries! 

PLUS you will get $5 OFF 
your first purchase!

For tickets, please email 
Stellamccaffrey@aol.com 
or call (239) 303-1935 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 
9:30am - 11:00am

The St. John XXIII Youth Ministry will offer a 
FREE car wash for parishioners and staff on 
the property. Donations are accepted during 
this event! All of the proceeds will go toward 
Youth Ministry Events. 

For the entire month of October, The St. John XXIII 
Women’s Guild is asking for your help to fund the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for those in need. We 
normally have a bake sale to raise money but because of 
COVID we are unable to do so. Instead we are asking those 
who normally bake, to donate the amount that it would 
cost them to make their items. Also, those who normally 
purchase items might donate what they would normally 
spend at the bake sale. Checks should be made out to St. 
John XXIII and on the envelope designate WG and put 
bake sale in memo line. Donations may be mailed to the 
office or put in an envelope and placed in the offertory as 
long as it is marked.

TRUNKTRUNK
OROR

TREATTREAT
Saturday, October 30Saturday, October 30

6pm - 8pm
Join Us
Invite your family and friends to a night of food, fun, 
music and games for all ages! Bring a lawn chair and a 
trunk full of treats! You don’t have to decorate your trunk 
to join the fun, just bring a bag of candy to share so we 
have plenty of treats for the children.
Location: Outside/possibly PLC

Timeline
5:30pm: A parking attendant will direct you where to 
park. Hot dogs, chips and drinks will be provided by the 
Knights of Columbus. Free-will offerings accepted. 
6:30pm: Trunk or Treat in the Church parking lot will 
begin with a blessing. Please have your trunk decorated. 
Cash prizes will be awarded for Best Decorated Trunks. 
Youngsters, come in costume. 
(Please, no dark or evil costumes)



2021 FOOD/GIFT REQUESTS
Our Angel Tree will be in the Narthex on November 19 with gift request tags for children in need: Veterans, Homebound, 
Catholic Charity elderly, and our Villa residents. They are depending on us to brighten their Christmas. Please return 
your wrapped gift before December 5.
There are a variety of ways to support St. John XXIII Angel Tree Program:
SELECT A GIFT TAG:
Purchase & return your wrapped gift before December 5 with the color-coded tag on top.
(Please do not take a Tag if you are unable to return it by December 5) 
DONATION:
Note “Angel Tree” in the memo portion of your check. Either drop it into the offertory basket 
or mail it to St. John XXIII Church, 13060 Palomino Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33912   
SPONSOR:
Provide gifts for a needy family. Contact Stellamccaffrey@aol.com to provide your specifics on the 
size family you wish to sponsor.  

ST.  JOHN XXII I  -  2021 HOLIDAY FOOD/GIFT REQUEST FORM
Parent Name:          Phone #            E-mail:

First Name Gender Age SUGGESTED GIFT (If Clothing, State Size)

(Please check ALL that apply): 

 Total Number in my Family _____ For Food Estimate               
REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 31, 2021

Eligibility: Registered parishioners with regular Mass attendance. Email to: Stellamccaffrey@aol.com

 _____  Food for Thanksgiving (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, November 22 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Food for Christmas (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, December 20 from 1-3pm)
 _____  Christmas Gifts (Pick-up at Parish Life Center on Monday, December 20 from 1-3pm)

Active Registered Parishioners in need of help, are invited to complete the Request Form below.



Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

    10-17-21         10-18-20         Difference
Offertory $23,821.22        $23,652.28        $168.94
Building Fund     $1,157.00          $1,839.00          ($682.00)
Total  $24,978.22         $25,491.28            ($513.06) 
Mass Attendance      2043                   1367  
Registered Families    3647                   3619

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 2021 Catholic Faith Appeal 
2021 Goal   $492,000.00 
Pledge    $568,735.58    
% of Goal   115.60%
% of Households  17.66%
Payments   $545,510.07   

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will 
is not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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For Good, For God, Forever
St. John XXIII now has an endowment fund with 
the Catholic Community Foundation, which is 
designed to help provide long-term sustainability 
for our parish far beyond our lifetimes. 
The principal of the endowment fund remains intact, 
while a portion of the investment earnings are 
used to support the parish.
Please consider supporting the endowment fund 
or establishing your own fund to benefit St. John 
XXIII. For more information email our parish office 
manager, Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

ENDOWMENT FUND

Donors give THROUGH, not to the 
FOUNDATION
The Catholic Community Foundation helps create 
lasting Catholic legacies by working with you to 
provide long-term support and sustainability to 
the Catholic entities and programs about which 
you care most, like St. John XXIII Parish. The 
foundation ensures that your gifts will always be 
used in the manner you intended and is the only 
community foundation in Southwest Florida that 
invests all gifts in alignment with the teachings our 
Catholic faith.
The Catholic Community Foundation offers a wide 
range of gifting options including endowment/
scholarship funds, charitable gift annuities, donor 
advised funds and more. The foundation can also 
help you coordinate a bequest of other estate gifts 
through your will or trust. 
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OCTOBER 27:  12:00PM - 5:00PM

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
6418 Commerce Park Dr. Ft. Myers, FL 33966

Last Wednesday in October
Join us ANY TIME during these hours.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
MAUREEN NASH (239) 823-6800 
email: monash127@aol.com

CLOSING RALLY CLOSING RALLY 
Sunday, October 31 at 3pm-3:45pm

www.40DaysforLife.com/FortMyers 

366 Babies Saved so Far366 Babies Saved so Far
Our 40 DAYS FOR LIFE continues through the end of this 
month. So far since September 22nd, 366 babies have 
been saved as a result of peaceful prayerful presence 
at abortion clinics throught the world! St. John XXIII is 
committed to praying every Wednesday but you are 
welcome to participate ANY DAY OR TIME!

Project RachelProject Rachel
This program is always available to minister to 
those touched by abortion. We continue to pray for 
forgiveness and healing for women and men who have 
been affected by an abortion whether is was 10 days 
ago or 40 years ago, healing is ALWAYS possible. For 
more CONFIDENTIAL information in English or Spanish, 
please contact Sylvia Jiminez 
(941) 412-5860
project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
www.hopeafterabortion.com

WHAT?
NO Diapers?
How do ABORTIONS and 
DIAPERS relate?
The most common reason given for why abortion 
is considered for someone facing an unplanned 
pregnancy is “financial”. During the early days of the 
pandemic, that became nearly the only reason we 
heard as we met with those facing such a circumstance. 
Diapers represent an essential need and one of the 
largest practical, ongoing expenses new parents face 
with a newborn baby. Walking the diaper aisle will 
shock you when you consider the impact of this cost 
for new parents. 

Verity Pregnancy & Medical Resource Center
8890 Salrose Lane, Suite 104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

(239) 433-1929 Email: Becky@VerityPMC.com

Verity can HELP!
We provide our parents with a supply of diapers 
periodically to ease the financial burden. 
Our supplies are very low in the following sizes:
• Newborn
• Larger sizes: 4 - 5 - 6
You can help, and there are a few options:
1. Buy diapers and drop them off at Verity. 
2. Purchase a gift card to Walmart or Target and 

mail it or drop it off at Verity. We will do the 
shopping for you!

3. Order diapers on Amazon or other online retailer 
and have them delivered to Verity. 
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Marking the 150th Anniversary of 
St. Joseph being declared patron of the 
universal church, Pope Francis proclaimed 
a year long celebration dedicated to the 
foster father of Jesus. Each month during 
this special year, we will feature an inter-
view with a member of the St. John XXIII 
parish whose life reflects the virtues and 
characteristics of St. Joseph.

OCTOBER
Deacon Rich Klish

by: Maureen Dombrowski 

devoted husband of 52 
years, father of three 
daughters, veteran, and 
Thrift Store volunteer, 
admires the role St. Jo-
seph played as “servant 
to Mary and Jesus.” He 
also embraces this role 
as servant leader in our 
parish and community.

D EACO N R I C H , 

As a deacon he has helped with annulment, tuition, 
and emergency assistance interviews. He baptizes, 
preaches, and occasionally presides at weddings. He 
also enjoys arranging parish movie nights for adults 
and families. He serves as a member of the honor 
guard: HOPE and arranges for veterans who are en-
tering hospice care. 
Before COVID, he distributed communion at Gulf 
Coast Hospital and volunteered in the media center 
at Treeline Elementary School. In addition, he was 
involved in PACE, a center that provides a place to 
socialize for the elderly who are living at home. 
Rich is not the only member of his family devoted 
to service. His wife Barbara and 97-year-old mother-
in-law Dorothy, both are active members of Craftie 
Ladies and volunteer at our Thrift Store. They may be 
found preparing food for the needy at St. Martin de 
Porres every week. 

Rich and his family “en-
joy helping and serving 
others, having a feel-
ing of satisfaction be-
ing closer to people and 
God.” Rich feels that the 
Church supports them 
in their efforts through 
“the sacraments and by 
giving them comfort in 
times of loss. The Church 
challenges us and asks us 
to be better. It provides 
us opportunities to grow 
and to become the best 
versions of ourselves.” 
During his 20 years as a 
deacon, Rich finds great 
hope in the fact that the 
Church “both comforts 
and challenges us.”

LITANY OF ST. JOSEPH
“St. Joseph, Defender of Christ, pray for us.”

“Mirror of Patience, pray for us.”

“Glory of Domestic Life, pray for us.”

“Pillar of Families, pray for us.”

“Protector of the Church, pray for us.”
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REGISTRATION: 8:30AM 
SHOTGUN START:  10:00AM
FORMAT: SCRAMBLE

SECOND ANNUAL 
Charity Golf Tournament

Friday, October 29

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE

THE FOREST Country Club
6100 Club Blvd. SW Ft. Myers, FL 33908
  (239) 482-8378

Followed by sit-down Dinner

Benefiting Golden Paws, Hope Hospice, Special Equestrians 
and St. Martin de Porres

ENTRY FEE: $150 Per Player (includes dinner)$150 Per Player (includes dinner)
DINNER ONLY: $35 Per Person$35 Per Person 
For More Information:
CONTACT: Tom Dolan (609) 432-5504

Diamond Sponsor: $1,000

Platinum Sponsor: $500

Gold Sponsor:      $300

Silver Sponsor:      $100

More details visit:
www.KC23.org/sponsor  

Thank You to everyone who joined 
the Women’s Guild for the Rosary Rally 
that took place in the Memorial Garden on 
Saturday, October 16th.

ROSARY RALLY
2021
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We would like to thank everyone who supported the 
Craftie Ladies this weekend for their annual Craft Fair. It 
was a HUGE success with RECORD BREAKING Sales! This 
was a wonderful event for our parish community. Thank 
you to ALL the LADIES for your hard work and dedication!

Thank You!
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Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Free Consultations: The National Catholic Bioethics Center 
answers questions from individuals who seek to better 
understand or apply Catholic moral teaching to specific ethical 
issues they are facing in health care or the life sciences, real 
life problems or dilemmas. These consultations are free and 
confidential. Complete the online form at www.ncbcenter.org 
or call 24 hours/7 days per week (215) 877-2660 
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe 
Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. 
Please visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who are 
unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical limitations, 
the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass each Sunday. 
For viewers in the northern portions of the Diocese, the 
Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and for those in the 
southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass is at 10:30am on 
WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Project Rachel Post-Abortion: Reconciliation and healing is 
available to you. For more information, please call: Sylvia at 
(941) 412-5860 e-mail: project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org 
or visit: www.hopeafterabortion.com 
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you and 
pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife for the 
monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Free Mental Health Counseling: Catholic Charities is 
providing free mental health counseling services. For help 
or support, please call our staff at (844) 385-2423 or visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org 
Theology on Tap: Young Adults are invited to attend 
Theology on Tap at Southern Fresh Farms, 8500 Penzance 
Blvd. in Fort Myers. The event runs from 7-9pm on the 
second Thursday of each month. Please contact Joshua 
Mazrin at evangelization@dioceseofvenice.org
Help Your Parish: Parishes face increased risk of financial 
shortfalls due to the pandemic.Please consider an online 
donation to your parish by visiting https://dioceseofvenice.
org/ways-to-give/parish-donations-online/
Witnessing the Faith: Listen to Bishop Dewane on Relevant 
Florida Radio at 8:30am the last Friday of every month. Listen 
anywhere at RelevantRadio.com
Florida Catholic: The Florida Catholic is available to all members 
with no cost in an online format. You can sign up with your email 
at:   https://dioceseofvenice.org/news 
Catholic Charities Support: Financial support is needed 
during its response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To help, 
please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org/donate or send 
a check to: Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice Inc., 5824 
Bee Ridge Road, PMB 409, Sarasota, FL 34233-5065
Diocese of Venice Youth Rally: The 2021 will be held on 
Saturday, November 6, from 12:00pm-8:30pm at Charlotte 
Harbor Event & Conference Center in Punta Gorda. Cost of 
attendance is $25 and will include dinner, a snack, a t-shirt, 
and other giveaways. For more information contact Kelly at 
kelly@johnxxiii.net or call (239) 561-3022

65+
SINGLES

NOVEMBER 7NOVEMBER 7
11:00 AM

PLEASE RSVP TO:
Joann Hanak (239) 277-9886

16230 Summerlin Rd.
(right side in Village Plaza next to 5 Guys Pizza)

Fort Myers, FL 33908

If you plan on attending

PARISH LIFE CENTER - 7PM

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4

The St. John XXIII young adult group Rooted, has 
guest speaker Margaret Kelly, FCPI is visiting our 
parish on November 4th with “The Introductory 
Session to the Creighton Model System”.
We would like to invite the parish community to 
attend and learn about God’s plan for marriage 
and Fertility.

For more information: 
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
(239) 561-3022
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Based on the Academy Award-winning film of the same name, Finding Neverland tells the incredible true story behind 
the creation of one of the world’s most beloved characters: Peter Pan. Playwright J.M. Barrie struggles to find 

inspiration for his next work until he meets a beautiful widowed mother and her four young sons. Spellbound by the 
boys’ enchanting make-believe adventures, he sets out to write a play that will astound London theatergoers. With a 
lot of faith and a little bit of pixie dust, Barrie shares his journey to Neverland, where nothing is impossible and the 

wonder of youth lasts forever. 

THE WOMEN’S GUILD IS SPONSORING
“A NIGHT AT THE THEATRE”

SUNDAY TWILIGHT PERFORMANCE, OCTOBER 27th
DINING ROOM OPENS AT 5:30, SHOW STARTS AT 7PM

TICKET PRICE $66 EACH

Call or email Lois Becker
239-826-2558 or lasftmyers@embarqmail.com

(As this is a fundraising event, tickets are non-refundable)

1380 Colonial Boulevard, Fort Myers
239.278.4422 • BroadwayPalm.com

For more information: LOIS BECKER (239) 826-2558 or lasftmyers@embarqmail.com

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
DINING ROOM OPENS AT 5:30PM

SHOW STARTS AT 7PM
(As this is a fundraising event, tickets are non-refundable)

TICKET PRICE
$60 EACH

THE ST. JOHN XXIII WOMEN’S GUILD IS SPONSORING:

Please join the Women’s Guild 
in welcoming in the Christmas 
Season on Sunday, December 5. 

This holiday song and dance 
EXTRAVAGANZA is PERFECT 
entertainment for all ages! 

Holly Jolly Christmas embraces 
the season with Broadway-style 
dancing, stunning costumes and 
the traditional holiday favorites 
you know and love. Bring family 
and friends and celebrate the 
most wonderful time of the year 
with Holly Jolly Christmas, Jingle 
Bells, Silent Night, Santa Clause 
is Coming to Town and more!

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Parish Life Center

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30PM   
GAMES START AT 7:00PM

All proceeds go to a charity in our community. 

The Knights of Columbus and The Women’s Guild 
will be sponsoring Bingo night!

PRICE BREAKS
1 pack with 18 chances to win for $20
If multiple packs are bought, it will be 2 packs of 18 chances for $35
If multiple packs are bought, it will be 3 packs of 18 chances for $50

We will also be selling smaller packs of game cards; 1 pack of cards 
with 6 chances to win for $10

Join Us!








