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THE

Power OF Communion
Sanctifying Grace
by: Charlie McKinney - Catholic Exchange

The Eucharist, as a sacrament, produces in you an
increase of habitual, or sanctifying, grace by its own
power. Its effects are like those of food: it maintains,
increases, and repairs your spiritual forces, causing also
a joy that is not necessarily felt, yet it is real.
Holy Communion not only preserves the life of your soul,
but increases it, just as the body is not only supported
by means of natural food, but increases in strength.
Holy Communion also preserves and increases all
the various virtues, which are bestowed upon your
soul together with sanctifying grace. By increasing
the theological virtues (faith, hope, and charity), Holy
Communion enables you to enter into closer union
with God, and by strengthening the moral virtues

(prudence, temperance, justice, and fortitude), Holy
Communion enables you to regulate better your whole
attitude toward God, your neighbor, and yourself. By
rendering the seven gifts and the twelve fruits of the
Holy Spirit more abundant, Holy Communion opens
your understanding and will to the inspirations and
promptings of the same Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit sanctifies souls by the supernatural gift
of grace. The highest type of grace is sanctifying grace,
which is a spiritual quality, dwelling in our soul, making
it like God Himself. Our Lord spoke of the reception of
this life as a spiritual birth when He said to Nicodemus,
“Unless one is born anew, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God.”
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Please Note:
There will be
CONFESSIONS
outside the church
Every Saturday
8:30am-9:00am
LIVE streaming
MASSES on
Facebook/Website

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming Pastoral Team
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as Business Manager
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.
239-561-2245

Mass Intentions

PLEASE NOTE: You are welcome to attend 8:00am Daily Mass
as well as weekend Holy Masses in the Church. We ask that
you please wear a mask, bring sanitizer and practice social
distancing. We will continue to livestream Masses on Facebook
and the Website.
MONDAY, APRIL 26
•

8:00 AM † Linda Sorlie by Curtis & Holly Atkins

PASTOR

TUESDAY, APRIL 27

Rev. Robert Tabbert

•

PAROCHIAL VICARS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28

Fr. Saji Ellickal M.C.B.S.
frsaji@johnxxiii.net
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net

DEACON

Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday,
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)
MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
A priest is on call 7 days a week,
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT:
You are encouraged to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick before
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL

Hope Hospice 239-369-1831

1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL

St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

•

8:00 AM † Linda Sorlie by Tom Howe
8:00 AM † Raymond Zolandz by The Filipowski Family

THURSDAY, APRIL 29
•

8:00 AM † Joseph Taggert by Trudy & Joe Fernandez

FRIDAY, APRIL 30
•

8:00 AM † Helen Churchill by St. John XXIII Women’s Guild

SATURDAY, MAY 1

•
•
•

8:00 AM † Herbert Walsh by his wife, Marie
4:00 PM † Anthony & Beatrice Cordone by Anthony & Rose
8:00 PM † Effat Abtahian by Jim & Peggy Schweitzer

SUNDAY, MAY 2

•
•
•
•

7:15 AM † Raymond Marr by Rita Rogers
9:15 AM † Deacon Francis Head by Marc & Lucy Bingcang
11:15 AM † Ted Zizzo by Steve & Jennifer Engelman
1:30 PM ♥ Virgin Mary by Carolina Inojosa

THE 2021 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR

To ensure availability throughout the year, we must limit requests for the English speaking
Masses to no more than (2) weekend Masses and (2) weekday Masses for the entire year. Other
options will remain available: Tabernacle Candle $15 per week, Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

•
•
•
•

MAY 2, 2021 - READINGS
1ST READING
PSALM		
2ND READING
GOSPEL		

LowGluten
HO S T S

If you are interested in
receiving LOW GLUTEN
hosts at Mass, then
please go to the Sacristy
before Mass starts to
make your request with
a Sacristan.

ACTS 1:15-17, 20A, 20C-26
PS 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32
1 JN 3:18-24
JN 15:1-8

Maintenance
Supervisor
Rob Erp
239-561-2245
Maintenance Assistant
•

Dave Mraz

Dir. of Faith Formation
Chris Biel
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499
Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Receptionist
MaryAnn Deas
maryann@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Admin. Assistant
Jennifer Baumgardner
jennb@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Coordinator of Youth
Ministries
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-3022
Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES:
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net
239-561-7499
Office Assistant
Brenda Gregory
brenda@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245
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Communion CONTINUED:
Sanctifying grace is also called habitual grace, because once we have received it, it
remains as a habit in our soul. Once it has been received, sanctifying grace remains
in the soul unless it is driven out by mortal sin.

Before our Lord went forth to His Passion, He left to His Apostles and to us all a last
testament in His parting discourse. When His bodily presence had to be taken from
us, He earnestly and repeatedly enjoined, “Abide in me.”
The bond uniting Him and you can be only a spiritual one, yet it is something real
and living, something enduring, not passing, and rooted in the very essence of your
being. He used the significant parable of the vine and branches to illustrate: “I am
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If a man does not abide in me, he
is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire and burned.”
The stem and the branches are one same being, nourished and acting together,
producing the same fruits because fed by the same sap. In the same way Jesus and
the faithful are united in one Mystical Body. He makes the sap of His grace to spring
up within you, especially by means of Holy Communion, and thereby increases and
develops the divine life of your soul.
Pope Pius XII in his encyclical letter on the Mystical Body of Christ says, “In the Holy
Eucharist the faithful are nourished and strengthened at the same banquet and by
a divine, ineffable bond are united with each other and with the Divine Head of the
whole Body.” You will be able to say with St. Paul, “It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

www.johnxxiii.net

St. John XXIII Catholic Church

The Holy Spirit is the skillful gardener. The root of the vine is the sinful soul. Through
grace the Spirit gives it His divine life so that it may blossom forth into virtues.

To have sanctifying grace is the first, most essential, and abiding condition of union
with Christ, and the basis of all gifts and powers that make up the spiritual life. This
grace is a real, spiritual, and abiding faculty of your soul, a partaking in the divine
nature and image of the divine Sonship in a spiritual manner, so that you become
like Christ, who is the Son of God by nature. As long as sanctifying grace remains in
you, He is and remains within you that you may be one in Him and in the Father, as
They are one. “That they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be in us.” The Father and the Son are one by the possession
of the same divine nature. You possess an image of that nature in sanctifying grace.
Surely you ought to be eager to go to Holy Communion often in order not to lose life
everlasting. This is the greatest loss possible, for the smallest degree of sanctifying
grace is worth more than anything that the world can offer. Even the greatest earthly
happiness is nothing in comparison with that of possessing sanctifying grace and
eternal life in God. Look into your soul, for Heaven’s beginning is there in the
form of grace.

"Whoever comes to ME
will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in ME
will never be thirsty."
- JOHN 6:35
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The general dispensation from the obligation to
attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days will be
lifted as of Saturday, May 1, 2021

P rayer L ist
Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Elaine Quan
Ryan Novajasky
Lynne Haughey
Carol Clausen
Marlene LaRose
Erika Arquilla Hlavacek
Jeff Hlavacek
Gary Neubauer
Tom Biedak
Ron Hudepohl
Denise Vannelli
Tim McMullen
Jimmy Provanzano
The Dasco Family
Janet Masterson
Colleen Ryan
John Hughbanks

Prayer BEFORE
Communion
Oh Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of the living God, Who by

Dolores Chuilli & Family
Michelle Snyder
Judy Montanye
Jill Wagner
Henry Martinez
Daniella Naomi Mejia
Yinna Vesga
Cynthia & William
Donna Stutz
Bill Acini
Judy Walker
Bobby Perillo
Thomas Kearns
Dottie Zielinski
Kevin Natella
Lynn Palen
William Riehle

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the
prayer book in the Narthex.
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently
prayed for within our greater E-Prayer Community - email
Betsy Engelbrecht at eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people
who will pray for them by name!

the will of the Father and with
the cooperation of the Holy
Spirit has by Thy death given
unto the world: Deliver me by
this, Thy most sacred Body and
Blood, from all my sins and
from every evil. Make me cling
to Thy commandments
and never permit me to
be separated from Thee.

Amen

Ways to Mem ori al i ze
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish
office at: (239) 561-2245

Prayers forEternal Life
Life is changed, not ended.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!

Joyce Ferranti

TabernacleCandle

For all victims of the Coronavirus.
We pray for worldwide healing.

AdorationChapel

Special Intentions: Cleo Hesselback

| PAGE 4 |

WELC O ME

New Parishioners
n
n

WATCH ON FACEBOOK
DAILY MASS

8:00am Monday - Saturday

SATURDAY, APRIL 24

• 4:00pm with Fr. Angelo
• 8:00pm Vietnamese Mass
https://www.facebook.com/
fort.myers.5454

SUNDAY, APRIL 25

• 11:15am with Fr. Simon
• 1:30pm Spanish Mass 			
https://www.facebook.com/
ministeriohispano.sanjuan.1

n
n

Daniel & Melanie Toth
Alex & Gabriela Page
Angel Torres & Darelys Cabrera
John & Lillian Lux

Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend
the New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, May 16, 2021
after the 11:15am Mass
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to
be part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office
know your email address or you can even update it on the
parish website: www.johnxxiii.net
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in
the weekly offertory basket.

PRAYERS FO R

Our Military Personnel
WATCH AT HOME:

https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/
offices-departments/communications/
tvmass/

WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am
PLEASE CONSIDER GIVING YOUR

Online Gift

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
Staff Sgt. Chris Dominski
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces
Major Andrew Duguay
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Tech Sgt Jeffrey K. Green
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
1st Lt. Paige Hortman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Capt. Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic

https://johnxxiii.net/giving/
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PFC Jordan Feil, USA
Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
Aaron Crump, USCG
Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel
Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
Col. Scott C. Woodward
Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG
Andrew Hawkinson, USN
Cavalry Scout Specialist,
Ryan Silva, Army
2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
Jared Broemmel, US Navy
Army 2nd Lieutenant Edward
Hudson Tillinghast IV
Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
1st Lt. Christopher Dryhurst,
US Air Force
Com. Craig Fowler, USN
Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army
82nd ABN
Lt. Ross Walker, US Navy
PFC Eric Lyons, USMC
2LT Nicholas Meunier, US Army
Robert Trenton Morell, Medic
Specialist US Army
Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
PFC Judy Martinez, Army

Fa i t h Fo r ma t io n

AD U LT FAIT H

		

E duc ation

Contact Chris Biel | 561-7499 | chrisdre@johnxxiii.net

Keep in TOUCH with your

F ai t h

ONLINE:

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE:
The next SUNDAY Family Faith Formation Class will
be held MAY 2 - 10:30AM
The next WEDNESDAY Faith Formation Class will be
held MAY 12 - 4:15PM & 6:00PM

SACRAMENT PREPARATION:
BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your family
prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered for registered
members of Saint John XXIII and are scheduled only after the
preparation process is completed by the parents. Please do not
make arrangements for family members until you have actually
received a date. Contact the office at (239) 561-2245 for more
information or to begin the process.
FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and First
Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who have
expressed a desire and willingness and are attending Mass, are
welcome to begin the two year process of preparing for these
Sacraments. The first year consists of regular attendance at
Faith Formation classes or through a Diocesan Catholic school.
(Either St. Francis Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year
continues those classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental
Preparation (Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. Please
contact Chris at 561-7499 for more information or to begin the
process. Parents who home school their children must contact
the office during Year I.
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the Sacrament
of Confirmation is a two year process that begins at the
start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade.
(Older teens are certainly welcome!). Each year consists
of Faith Formation through the parish Youth Group or a
Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot) as well as scheduled
Confirmation classes and a retreat. Please note: Students from
Bishop Verot must register and attend the preparation classes
at the beginning of 9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade
or would like more information on our program, contact Chris at
(239) 561-7499 to begin the process.

Watch a short video each week on Formed.org to help
prepare you for the upcoming Sunday Readings.
Register at https://johnxxiii.formed.org/ and follow
the instructions to sign in and watch Opening the
Word. View all of the Catholic content 24/7. Please
join our weekly Zoom meeting. Email Linda Stanley
at: lindastanley.ls@gmail.com for more information.

ACCESS
ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED right
at your fingertips:
1. Apple users can download the iOS
app.
2. Android users can use FORMED on
the go with these easy instructions.
For more audios and e-books visit: www.formed.org

F ai t h is like WiFi: it's invisible but it

JOIN US ONLINE

Bible Studies
WATCH NEW BIBLE STUDIES
with Jeff Cavins & Others at:
ascensionpress.com/pages/popular-studies

has the power to connect you to
what you need.
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YOUNG ADULT
& YOUTH

inistries

DISCIPLES OF

CHRIST

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Rooted at St. John XXIII

Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the 1st Thursday of each month however,
in person gatherings have been suspended.
• PLEASE NOTE: We will be hosting a 4-week workshop
through Formed called, “God and Science, from
Nothing to Cosmos”. Please email Kelly if you are
interested.

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII
for updates and local happenings.

SPOTLIGHT
Sophie Cruz is an active member in youth ministry
and has volunteered for many events. Her talents
and gifts are a treasure as well in the music ministry.
Just recently Sophie courageously led in song at the
40 Days for Life youth rally.

Confirmation Program

Our next gathering will be April 25 at 5pm. The year one
student’s session is on the Power of Prayer and year 2
will have a reflection on Confirmation and a look into
parish ministries.

High School Youth Group

HSYG Social Sessions - Sundays 5pm to 6pm
•

•
•

REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED. All high school
students are welcome and encouraged to attend. We
hope to move this to an in-person ministry as soon as
it is safe to do so. The sessions will be on the Zoom
app. Please email Kelly for invitation link.
APRIL 25 - Year 1 Power of Prayer, Year 2 Reflection
MAY 2 - Mary’s intercession hosted by Mr. A.

Middle School Youth Group

MSYG Sessions - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm
•

•

REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED at this time. We
will host this program on Wednesday evenings at
6pm via the Zoom app. Please check the website
under the education tab in the Middle School Youth
ministry for more information and email Kelly for link
to the Zoom invitation.
APRIL 28 - Saints

Volunteer Opportunites
We will be starting a new young adult, youth, and junior
youth council. Please email Kelly Evers if interested in this
leadership role.
• Young Adult Council 18 - 30
• Youth Council High School Students
• Junior Youth Council Middle School Students
| PAGE 7 |

Why is your Catholic faith important to you?
My Catholic faith is important to me because it
shapes my life. It’s what I believe in with my whole
heart and soul, a gift no one can take from me. It’s
the one thing in life that is consistent and I can
always count on. Without it, I wouldn’t know God.
What do you like most about St. John XXIII
Catholic Parish?
I like that St. John XXIII is a very welcoming
community. Especially our Pastor, Father Bob. No
matter who you are or where you come from. All
are welcome. It’s a place of love filled with the Holy
Spirit. It’s where I feel God’s presence the most.
What does it mean to you, to be a Disciple
of Christ?
To be a Disciple of Christ means to choose love: to
choose to follow Christ and do the exact opposite
of what society would say, to love your enemies.
Don’t judge. It’s not easy, but with God anything
is possible.

Bishop Frank Dewane

DIOCESE OF VENICE

DISPENSATION UPDATE:

Ongoing Guidelines for
CELEBRATING MASS
in the Context of

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This Scripture passage reminds us that the Easter Season is an apt
time to renew our fidelity to those essential actions that define us
as the Body of Christ. Preeminent among these activities is gathering
with the Church to celebrate the Most Holy Eucharist on Sundays and
Holy Days.
In March of last year, because of the many unknowns that came with
the Covid-19 Pandemic, and to protect the most vulnerable among
us, after consultation I decided to take the unprecedented step of
suspending public Masses and granting a general dispensation to
the Catholic Faithful of the Diocese of Venice from the obligation to
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. Together with
our fellow citizens, I urged Catholics to exercise caution to protect the
health of all. I thank everyone for their patience and understanding
during this difficult time.

COVID-19

•

The general dispensation from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sunday
and Holy Days will be lifted as of
Saturday, May 1, 2021.

•

The following persons are not
obligated to attend Mass:
- Those who are ill, confined to
their home, hospital, or nursing
facility as well as those who
care for them.

As the Faithful returned to in-person worship when restrictions were
loosened, the Diocese’s Clergy and Faithful performed exceptional
service in maintaining safety protocols. In recent weeks as vaccines
have become available, the news in Florida is encouraging, even more
members of the Faithful have returned to our Parishes for Sunday
Mass. Our Holy Week and Easter Liturgies were particularly edifying
examples of commitment to Christ and the Eucharist. Furthermore,
life in Southwest Florida has returned to some level of normalcy;
restaurants, stores, and entertainment venues are open, and people
of all ages seem willing to return to ordinary activities.

- Those who have reason to
believe they were recently
exposed to Covid-19.
- Those who have underlying
health conditions or are in a
high-risk category, and those
who have a reasonable fear
or anxiety of becoming ill if
they attend Mass.

It is apparent that circumstances now allow almost all Catholics to
attend Mass safely. Therefore, beginning May 1, 2021, the general
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and
Holy Days of Obligation will be lifted in the Diocese of Venice.
At the same time, the Faithful should note this obligation does
not apply to those who are ill, or others as outlined in the revised
guidelines from the bishop. The revised guidelines adjust safety
protocols to acknowledge that most Catholics can return to in-person
worship at their Parish churches.
During this year dedicated to St. Joseph, the Faithful are encouraged
to turn to his intercession for protection and courage. Let us be
mindful in prayer of those who are no longer with us and those who
continue in their recovery. May God bless you and your family.

•

It remains essential that all in
attendance at Mass continue to
wear a mask - this measure is
vital to allowing these updated
guidelines to be adopted.

•

Parishes will continue to Live-Stream
Masses in the languages in which
Masses are offered.

•

Distancing should be adapted to
three feet between persons who
are not from the same household.
With this change, it will no longer be
necessary to block every other row of
pews. Parishioners may be seated in
a staggered fashion, while respecting
three feet of distance.

MAY CROWNING

St. John XXIII
Catholic Church

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly
inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com
• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings,
search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.
• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202!
• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address.
• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/
• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/
• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your
time and talent!
• Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing
nonperishable items to church each week to be given to
food pantries in our area.
• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: Chapel Hours are Monday-Friday
8:30am-4pm & Saturday 8:30am-3pm. Beginning May 7,
the chapel will be open every 1st Friday of the month from
8:30am-8pm. For information on The Adoration Chapel
Ministry please visit: johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/
• St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information email
thrift@johnxxiii.net
• FREE Rosary Repair: Send broken rosaries in a padded
envelope to: Betty & Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd., #502,
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be returned within
a week of receipt. Email holdenbnd@gmail.com or call Dick
at (239) 463-3993
• Craftie Ladies Order Requests: Please contact Judy Siegel
at: (239) 437-4978 or (414) 529-4978 and she will channel
your request to the right Craftie Lady who makes the item.
They will then contact you and set up a meet time. ONLY
CASH will be accepted. Email: craftieladiesxxiii@gmail.com
• Free Mental Health Services: Catholic Charities offers free
mental health services for adults, children and families.
Counselors can help resolve a wide variety of issues such
as stress, anger, anxiety, relationship problems, trauma,
depression, low self-esteem and grief. Call (239) 337-4193
• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication,
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII

S

M

UNDAY

AY 2

The St. John XXIII Women’s Guild is hosting a May
crowning of the statue of Mary, Mother of the Life
Within, in the Memorial Garden on Sunday, May 2 at
12:30pm.
All members of the parish are invited to join us for this
celebration at the memorial garden. Please wear a
mask and social distance. Bring your rosary and come
help us honor Jesus’ mother.
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M ARY

Mother of the Life Within

Guardian Angels
WALKWAY

PAVER MEMORIALIZATION
St. John XXIII Parish, along with the Knights of Columbus and
The Women’s Guild, are excited to offer 12x12 pavers, which will
be placed on the walkway around the site for our St. Michael
the Archangel statue. The price for each paver is $350. This is a
wonderful way to pay tribute to a loved one who has served, or is
currently serving in the military or as a first responder.

Defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly
pray; and do thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Guardian Angels
WALKWAY

PAVER ORDER FORM

Please circle the graphic to be added to the stone:
Nurse
Nurse

EMS
EMS

FireFire

Police
Police

Deputy
Deputy

Name ________________________________________
Address or PO Box _____________________________
Nurse
EMS
Nurse
EMS

Fire
Fire

Nurse
Fire
EMS Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Police
Police Deputy
Deputy

______________________________________________
Nurse
Fire
EMS
Unit/Apt # ____________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________
Purple
Purple
Heart
Heart

Phone ________________________________________
Email ________________________________________
Purple
Heart

Payments may be made by cash, credit card or check.
I would like to pay by:
____CASH

____CHECK ____CREDIT CARD

If paying by check, please makes checks payable to
the Knights of Columbus.

To order, or check the status of an order, please contact
The Knights of Columbus:
LARRY EVENER: larryevener@yahoo.com or
TOM DOLAN: mtd0522@yahoo.com
The Women’s Guild Contact:
SUE EDWARDS: sgedwards007@gmail.com

Police

Deputy
Purple

Police
EMS
EMS
EMS

Deputy
Police
Deputy
Fire
Police
Fire
Police Deputy
Deputy
Fire

Purple
Purple
Heart
Heart

Purple

Purple
PleaseHeart
print clearly.Heart
The
12x12 paver has 3 lines.
Purple
Heart

Heart

LINE 1 NAME ____________________________________
example: John Doe
LINE 2 RANK ____________________________________
example: SGT. USMC
LINE 3 SERVICE __________________________________
example: WWII

Please sign and date verifying all information is correct
on the paver.
PRINT NAME _____________________________________
SIGNATURE ______________________________________
DATE ________________

ENDOWMENT FUND

St. John XXIII
Catholic Church

W

NE

Weekly Financials
		
NO
UPDATE

04-11-21
$30,987.00
Building Fund
$1,686.00
Total		
$32,673.00
Mass Attendance 2365
Registered Families 3543

Offertory

04-12-20
$35,433.00
$16,469.00
$51,902.00
0		
3713

Difference
($4,446.00)
($14,783.00)
($19,229.00)

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII”

2021 Catholic Faith Appeal - No Update

2021 Goal			$492,000.00
Pledge				$255,421.80
% of Goal			
51.92%
% of Households		
12.50%
Payments			$170,090.14

Planning Your Will
Remember St. John XXIII

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will
is not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest
in your will:

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”
The actual wording in your will should be determined by
you and your attorney.
For more information,
questions, or wish to
consider a gift annuity
or trust for St. John
XXIII Catholic Church,
then please email:
Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net
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For Good, For God, Forever
St. John XXIII now has an endowment fund with
the Catholic Community Foundation, which is
designed to help provide long-term sustainability
for our parish far beyond our lifetimes.
The principal of the endowment fund remains intact,
while a portion of the investment earnings are
used to support the parish.
Please consider supporting the endowment fund
or establishing your own fund to benefit St. John
XXIII. For more information email our parish office
manager, Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

Donors give THROUGH, not to the
FOUNDATION
The Catholic Community Foundation helps create
lasting Catholic legacies by working with you to
provide long-term support and sustainability to
the Catholic entities and programs about which
you care most, like St. John XXIII Parish. The
foundation ensures that your gifts will always be
used in the manner you intended and is the only
community foundation in Southwest Florida that
invests all gifts in alignment with the teachings our
Catholic faith.
The Catholic Community Foundation offers a wide
range of gifting options including endowment/
scholarship funds, charitable gift annuities, donor
advised funds and more. The foundation can also
help you coordinate a bequest of other estate gifts
through your will or trust.

Reflections

ADORATION
CORNER

by: J. Conroy

1 John 3:1-2 - Gods Children

An hour actually passes very
quickly, but if done on a regular
basis, it establishes a structure
for your entire week....

Come SitWith Me
FIRST FRIDAY Adoration
Beginning FRIDAY, MAY 7, the St. Luke Adoration Chapel
will be open EVERY FIRST FRIDAY of the month from
8:30am8:00pm.
We have designated 4:00pm-8:00pm as “SPECIAL HOLY
Hours” (silent prayer) for those on our Prayer list that
need Healing along with our own Special Intentions we
hold in the Silence of our Hearts.

The idea that Israel consisted of “God’s Children” was
not something that would be out of the ordinary for
the normal Jew in the First Century. However, for the
author of 1 John, the true “People of God” were those
who, through baptism, had affirmed their belief in Jesus
Christ as the mediator between God and Humankind.
Thus, baptism is the means by which we become
God’s Children, not circumcision or following the cultic
prescriptions of Torah. The world, of course, rejected
Jesus; we recall the Prologue to the Gospel of John, “ He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:11-14).
Baptism, and the affirmation of belief in Jesus, is what
produces true Children of God. And, finally, since “Like
knows Like” in the ancient world, by being conformed
to the will of God, we will understand the revelation
that Jesus provided for us. And by such understanding
and act of belief, we become unified with Him in the
ultimate Love that He announced to the world.

MONTH OF APRIL

Women’s Guild

Please join us every 1st Friday for the Special Holy Hours
of Silent Prayer with the Blessed Sacrament and bring
a friend!
The Presence of the Blessed Sacrament is our Prayer of
HOPE, HEALING, STRENGTH AND LOVE.

REGULAR CHAPEL

For the month of April, we are asking those who
normally bake, to donate the amount that it would
cost them to make their items. Also, those who
normally purchase items, could donate what they
would normally spend at the bake sale. Checks should
be made out to St. John XXIII and on the envelope
designate “WG” and put bake sale in the memo line.
Donations may be mailed to the office or put in an
envelope and placed in the offertory. Please write
Women’s Guild in the memo.

Hours

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8:30am-4pm
SATURDAY: 8:30am-3pm
For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry visit

johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

All proceeds will benefit Verity Pregnancy Center
and Lifeline Family Center. Your help with the parish
community is greatly appreciated!
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Hispanic Ministry
AN N O UN C EMEN T S

ST. MARTIN DE PORRES

Volunteer Request:
Are you looking for ways to serve God in our
community? The St. Martin DePorres Community
Outreach serves dinner to over 100 needy people
Monday-Friday, gives groceries and clothing out
weekly and assists people to move into affordable
housing. It takes many volunteers to make this
happen as we are 100% volunteer operated.
Currently some of our regular helpers are heading
up north for the summer, and we are in great need
of volunteers to help cook and prep meals. We
welcome teenagers for service hours or anyone
else looking to make a difference.

Sign Up Today!

Los invitamos al rezo del Santo Rosario todos
los domingos antes de misa en el templo a las
12:45pm que a su vez será transmitido a través
de YouTube. Además, el rezo del Santo Rosario
se esta realizando también todos los martes a las
6pm vía Zoom. Los invitamos a participar.

Misas en Español

• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
• Hora: 1:30pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes.
Las misas tambien estan siendo transmitidas a
traves de YouTube, ahí podrá encontrarnos como
Comunidad Hispana St John XXIII.

Rezo del Santo Rosario
•
•
•

Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
Hora: 12:45pm
Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes.

Please check out our SignUp to grab a spot at:

Rezo del Santo Rosario (Via Zoom)

For more information:

Contactanos

https://signup.com/go/QZRMawm

For help or scheduling questions, please email
Elizabeth Andrews at Elipchik@hotmail.com or call
(734) 552-4560

•
•
•

Lugar: Video conferencia a través de Zoom
Hora: 6:00pm
Fecha: Todos los martes del mes.

•

Para más información contactarse a:
comunidadhispana@johnxxiii.net

If you can make a difference in someone’s life, it all
starts with just one helping hand.

Thinking about joining the Catholic Church
but feel a little lost?

www.smdpoutreach.org

Your Help is a Blessing
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The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for
adults who are thinking about entering the
Catholic Church.
For questions, please contact:
Ginny Whelan call or text (239) 634-3239
or email vwhelan99@gmail.com

		

Update
Catholic Charities efforts toward
food distribution will take place only
at the following times and locations:
GUADALUPE SOCIAL SERVICES
211 S. 9th St. Immokalee, FL
(239) 657-6264
Mondays - Friday: 9:00am to 11:00am
PLEASE NOTE: Food Pantry and Soup
Kitchen now open daily. Soup Kitchen will
provide meals-to-go
JUDY SULLIVAN FAMILY RESOURCE
CENTER
3174 Tamiami Trail E., Naples, FL
(239) 793-0059
Tuesdays: 9:00am to 11:30am
ST. MARGARET PARISH
208 Dean Duff St., Clewiston, FL
(863) 983-8585
Thursdays: 9:00am to 11:00pm
Fridays: 9:00am-10:30am
ELIZABETH K. GALEANA PANTRY
4235 Michigan Avenue Link
Fort Myers, FL
(239) 337-4193
Fridays - 9:00am to 12:00pm
ST. PAUL PARISH
1208 E. Oak St. Arcadia, FL
(863) 494-2611
Fridays: 9:00am to 11:00am

IN PERSON MEETINGS:

Starting May 3, we are planning to resume in
person meetings of our Respect Life Ministry. We
will be meeting the first Monday of every month
from 6:30-8:00pm in the Seminar room in the
Parish Life Center. Masks are required and we will
be maintaining social distancing. Anyone concerned
about protecting the sanctity and sacredness of
every human life is very welcome to come and
participate! We are looking for new members!

CONTACT US:

If you would like to learn about or become more
involved in, please leave your name and contact
information at the parish office (239) 561-2245 or
email respectlifejohn23@gmail.com

You are invited to watch the movie, ROE V. WADE,
available until Monday, April 26, via a special virtual
screening before it is released to streaming platforms.
The movie is more than the true story about the
most famous court case in America. It is the personal
stories of people behind the movement to legalize
abortion and those who fought valiantly against it.

WATCH THE MOVIE AT:
www.watchroevwade.com/florida
Discounted Price through April 26

Watch at home or on your electronic device.
For questions, call (941) 374-1068
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C I B O R I A M E M O R I A L I Z AT I O N

Do you have a family member who has gone home to be
with the Lord but had a special connection to the Eucharist,
possibly as a Sacristan or Eucharistic Minister? Or maybe
you are looking for a way to honor a living family member or
friend who currently volunteers with our parish or is about to
celebrate a significant milestone.
We recently purchased 12 NEW CIBORIA to use during our
Eucharistic Celebrations as our current ciboria have been well
used and have begun to tarnish significantly. If you would like
to memorialize one of the new ciboria for $1000 to honor
a family member or friend, either living or deceased, please
contact Bethany Myers at the parish office: (239) 561-2245
or bethany@johnxxiii.net

Download our PARISH APP
Foster a STRONGER PARISH LIFE at St. John XXIII and better engage
the New Evangelization.
Download our app: myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store
for myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202!

Parish

NURSING MINISTRY

FIND A RIDE
www.FindaRideFlorida.org

FindaRideFlorida.org helps

older adults stay safe and mobile
for life. The Florida Department of
Transportation’s Safe Mobility for
Life Program partnered with the
University of Florida, Institute for
Mobility, Activity and Participation,
partnered to lauch this online listing
of transportation service providers
throughout all of the state’s 67 counties.
Older adults looking for transportation options beyond
their driver’s seat, can take advantage of Florida’s
new and improved statewide resource. Users can visit
FindaRideFlorida.org to enter where they would like to start
and end their trip, then click on “Find a Ride,” and the site
will populate a list of transportation service providers that
can take them where they want to go. The list appears in
alphabetical order and contact information is provided.
FindaRideFlorida.org is helping adults to stay safe and
mobile for life. For more information contact Helen Tuffy
at: helengtuffy@gmail.com
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CatholicCommunity
H A PPENI NG S

OLPH Monthly Days of Prayer & Private Retreats: We offer
a Monthly Day of Prayer on the second Wednesday and the
second Sunday of each month. The upcoming dates are April
14, May 9, and May 12. To register, please call Denise Riley
at (941) 486-0233, ext. 3004 or visit www.olph-retreat.org
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Project Rachel Post-Abortion: Reconciliation and healing is
available to you. For more information, please call: Sylvia at
(941) 412-5860 e-mail: project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org
or visit: www.hopeafterabortion.com
Spiritual Adoption Program: You are invited to register
to spiritually adopt an unborn child in danger of abortion.
Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/respect-life/spiritualadoption-program and receive monthly updates on the
development of the child in the womb. Call (941) 441-1101
or email Berdeaux@dioceseofvenice.org
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life.
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires
that all employees and those volunteers who work with
children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and
trained in Safe Environment prior to beginning employment
or volunteering. For further details please visit https://
dioceseofvenice.org/offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Help Your Parish: Parishes face increased risk of financial
shortfalls due to the pandemic.Please consider an online
donation to your parish by visiting https://dioceseofvenice.
org/ways-to-give/parish-donations-online/
Catholic Charities Support: Financial support is needed
during its response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To help,
please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org/donate or send
a check to: Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice Inc., 5824
Bee Ridge Road, PMB 409, Sarasota, FL 34233-5065
Theology on Tap: Young Adults are invited to attend Theology
on Tap at Southern Fresh Farms, 8500 Penzance Blvd, Fort
Myers, for a lovely outdoor venue with picnic benches for
food and refreshments as well as practical presentations.
Feel free to bring a lawn chair if you are more comfortable.
The event runs from 7-9pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Please contact Joshua Mazrin at evangelization@
dioceseofvenice.org or Patty Cox at patty@ourladyoflight.
com with any questions.
Free Mental Health Counseling: Catholic Charities is
providing free mental health counseling services. For help
or support, please call our staff at (844) 385-2423 or visit
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
Treatment Center for Teens: Newly opened treatment center
for teen substance abuse at the Vince Smith Center. Located
at 2450 Prince St. in Ft. Myers. They offer a therapeutic
environment for teens ages 13-17. Education is provided
by the Lee County School District. For more information call
(239) 338-2306
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FLORIDA VACCINATION

SCHEDULING LINE

Great News!

You can now check appointment availability
and schedule your COVID-19 vaccination
online at myvaccine.fl.gov
Should you need any assistance, you can reach
one of our vaccination support specialists at
(833) 540-2032 or for TTY assistance, please

call (833) 476-1038

“Witn

Bish
Witnessing the Faith

L
las
Listen the LAST FRIDAY of
EVERY MONTH at 8:30am
every mo
WITH BISHOP DEWANE

Listen anywhere online at:
RelevantRadio.com

APRIL 30

Listen anywhere online at Rel

MATT FRADD

HOW THE PORN
INDUSTRY HAS TAKEN
OUR CULTURE HOSTAGE

About Matt:

Matt Fradd is the creator and host of the Pints With
Aquinas podcast. He is the author and coauthor of
several books including, Does God Exist? A Socratic
Dialogue on the Five Ways of Thomas Aquinas. Matt
earned his undergraduate and graduate degrees in
philosophy from Holy Apostles College & Seminary
which also awarded him an honorary doctorate. He
lives in Steubenville, Ohio, with his wife Cameron
and their four kids.

FREE EVENT
Open to the General Public

Join us to hear 7 secrets
the porn industy doesn't
want you to know
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TUESDAY,
MAY 4, 2021
6:30PM
EPIPHANY
CATHEDRAL
PARISH HALL

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Florida
CatholicMatch.com/goFL
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