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PASTOR
Rev. Robert Tabbert

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Saji Ellickal M.C.B.S.
frsaji@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net
DEACON
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL 
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres 
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL
Hope Hospice 239-369-1831  
1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL
St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

Please Note:
There will be 

CONFESSIONS 
outside the church 

Every Saturday 
8:30am-9:00am

LIVE streaming 
MASSES on

Facebook/Website

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Maintenance 
Supervisor
Rob Erp 
239-561-2245                           

Maintenance Assistant
• Dave Mraz

Dir. of Faith Formation
Chris Biel
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           

Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Receptionist
MaryAnn Deas
maryann@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Admin. Assistant
Jennifer Baumgardner
jennb@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          

Coordinator of Youth 
Ministries
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      

Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                       

Office Assistant
Brenda Gregory
brenda@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      

Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      

e-prayer
eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com

Bet syEng e l b r e c h t 

OUR E-PRAYER GROUP EMAIL ADDRESS:

Mass Inten t i on s

THE 2021 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR
To ensure availability throughout the year, we must limit requests for the English speaking 
Masses to no more than (2) weekend Masses and (2) weekday Masses for the entire year. Other 
options will remain available: Tabernacle Candle $15 per week, Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

PLEASE NOTE: You are welcome to attend 8:00am Daily Mass 
as well as weekend Holy Masses in the Church. We ask that 
you please wear a mask, bring sanitizer and practice social 
distancing. We will continue to livestream Masses on Facebook 
and the Website.

APRIL 18, 2021 - READINGS 
• 1ST READING  ACTS 3:13-15, 17-19
• PSALM  PS 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9
• 2ND READING 1 JN 2:1-5A
• GOSPEL  LK 24:35-48

MONDAY, APRIL 12
• 8:00 AM ♥ Lily Brightman by her family                

TUESDAY, APRIL 13
• 8:00 AM ♥/† Rogers & Podolak Families by Rita Rogers                    

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
• 8:00 AM † Diane Wittenauer by The Eberhard Family                                  

THURSDAY, APRIL 15
• 8:00 AM † Gilberto Rios by his wife    

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
• 8:00 AM ♥ Happy 70th Anniversary Cora & Don Davies   

                        (Anniversary April 14, 2021)               
SATURDAY, APRIL 17
• 8:00 AM † Helen Churchill by the Pastoral Team                             
• 4:00 PM † Kevin J. Deas by his family                             
• 8:00 PM † Dr. Robert Valice by Jim & Sonia

SUNDAY, APRIL 18
• 7:15 AM † Marion Lamone by The Sacripanti Family
• 9:15 AM † Doug Melville by Sherie Brunoli & Family
• 11:15 AM † Michael Biel by Marc & Lucy Bingcang
• 1:30 PM † Dr. Farrel Levassur by Jim & Sonia
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Join us for a very special celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday. 
There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, Veneration of St. Faustina’s relic, Veneration 
of the image of the Divine Mercy and confessions will be 
heard from 2:00-2:45pm in the Parish Life Center classrooms.
The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God 
loves us — all of us. And, he wants us to recognize that His 
mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him 
with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to 
others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY PLENARY INDULGENCE: In a spirit 
that is completely detached from the affection for a sin, even 
a venial sin, take part in the prayers and devotions held in 
honor of Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the 
Our Father and the Creed, adding a devout prayer to the 
merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!”).
Our Holy Fathers have told us that Divine Mercy is the greatest 
attribute of God, and it is especially needed in our modern, 
secular times. All are invited to attend our Divine Mercy Service 
to receive these powerful graces and blessings of Mercy. 

Jesus,I Trust inYou 
To fittingly observe the Feast of Mercy, we should:
1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after Easter
2. Sincerely repent of all our sins
3. Place our complete trust in Jesus
4. Confess your sins to Jesus before that Sunday
5. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the Feast
6. Venerate* the Image of The Divine Mercy
7. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words, and prayers 

on their behalf.
*To venerate a sacred image or statue simply means to 
perform some act or make some gesture of deep religious 
respect toward it because of the person whom it represents in 
this case, our Most Merciful Savior.

CONFESSIONS: Will be held prior to Mass from 2:00-2:45pm 
in The Parish Life Center classrooms.

EUCHARISTIC COMMUNION and prayer at the 3:00pm 
service in the Parish Life Center.

PRAYER INTENTIONS for the Supreme Pontiff during 
3:00pm service in the Parish Life Center.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11: PARISH LIFE CENTER 3:00PM

Divine Mercy Sunday
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In Memory of:  Helen Churchill
Requested by: The Harley’s

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!
Mike Mullin

Prayers forEternal Life

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you 
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the 
prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater E-Prayer Community - email 
Betsy Engelbrecht at eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people 
who will pray for them by name!

Elaine Quan 
Ryan Novajasky
Lynne Haughey
Carol Clausen
Marlene LaRose
Erika Arquilla Hlavacek
Jeff Hlavacek    
Gary Neubauer
Tom Biedak             
Ron Hudepohl  
Tim McMullen
David Meunier
Jimmy Provanzano
The Dasco Family
William Riehle 
Janet Masterson
Colleen Ryan

John Hughbanks
Dolores Chuilli & Family
Michelle Snyder 
Judy Montanye
Jill Wagner
Henry Martinez
Daniella Naomi Mejia
Yinna Vesga 
Cynthia & William
Donna Stutz
Bill Acini
Judy Walker
Bobby Perillo
Thomas Kearns
Dottie Zielinski
Kevin Natella
Lynn Palen

Special Intentions: Cleo Hesselback

Adorat i onChape l

PRAYER FOR 

April 11, 2021

Jesus, I Trust in You  

DIVINE MERCY

Eternal God, in whom mercy 
is endless and the treasury 

of compassion inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us and 

increase Your mercy in us, 
that in difficult moments we 

might not despair nor become 
despondent, but with great 

confidence submit ourselves to 
your holy will, which is love 

and mercy itself. 
Amen



New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Andrea Vila
Patricia Villegas
Richard Bryant 
Rachel Hatton
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Ken & Lois Schaeffer
Michael & Aleasha Dodds               
David & Kimberly Flory
Luigi & Janet Reda

n

n
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend 
the New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, May 16, 2021 
after the 11:15am Mass  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to 
be part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office 
know your email address or you can even update it on the 
parish website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms 
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request 
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such 
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass 
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through 
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to 
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please 
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in 
the weekly offertory basket. 

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
Staff Sgt. Chris Dominski
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces   
Major Andrew Duguay
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Tech Sgt Jeffrey K. Green
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
1st Lt. Paige Hortman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Capt. Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic

  PFC Jordan Feil, USA
  Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
  Aaron Crump, USCG
  Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
  Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
  Col. Scott C. Woodward
  Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG
  Andrew Hawkinson, USN     
  Cavalry Scout Specialist,
  Ryan Silva, Army
  2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
  Jared Broemmel, US Navy    
  Army 2nd Lieutenant Edward  
  Hudson Tillinghast IV
  Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
  1st Lt. Christopher Dryhurst,   
  US Air Force
  Com. Craig Fowler, USN 
  Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
  Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army   
  82nd ABN
  Lt. Ross Walker, US Navy
  PFC Eric Lyons, USMC 
  2LT Nicholas Meunier, US Army   
  Robert Trenton Morell, Medic  
  Specialist US Army
  Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
  PFC Judy Martinez, Army

WATCH ON FACEBOOK

WATCH AT HOME:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/
offices-departments/communications/
tvmass/
WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am

https://johnxxiii.net/giving/

PLEASE CONSIDER GIVING YOUR

Online Gift

DAILY MASS
8:00am Monday - Saturday 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
• 4:00pm with Fr. Angelo
• 8:00pm Vietnamese Mass
https://www.facebook.com/
fort.myers.5454

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
• 11:15am with Fr. Bob
• 1:30pm Spanish Mass     
https://www.facebook.com/
ministeriohispano.sanjuan.1 
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ADULT FAITH

Educa t i o n
Keep in TOUCH with your Fai t h   ONLINE:

  Fai t h  Fo rma t i o n

Fa i t h is seeing light in your heart when
all your eyes can see is darkness.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION:
BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize 
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your family 
prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered for registered 
members of Saint John XXIII and are scheduled only after the 
preparation process is completed by the parents. Please do not 
make arrangements for family members until you have actually 
received a date. Contact the office at (239) 561-2245 for more 
information or to begin the process.

FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and First 
Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who have 
expressed a desire and willingness and are attending Mass, are 
welcome to begin the two year process of preparing for these 
Sacraments. The first year consists of regular attendance at 
Faith Formation classes or through a Diocesan Catholic school.  
(Either St. Francis Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year 
continues those classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental 
Preparation (Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. Please 
contact Chris at 561-7499 for more information or to begin the 
process. Parents who home school their children must contact 
the office during Year I. 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the Sacrament 
of Confirmation is a two year process that begins at the 
start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade. 
(Older teens are certainly welcome!). Each year consists 
of Faith Formation through the parish Youth Group or a 
Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot) as well as scheduled 
Confirmation classes and a retreat. Please note: Students from 
Bishop Verot must register and attend the preparation classes 
at the beginning of 9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade 
or would like more information on our program, contact Chris at 
(239) 561-7499 to begin the process.

Contact Chris Biel | 561-7499 | chrisdre@johnxxiii.net  

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE:
The next SUNDAY Family Faith Formation Class will 
be held APRIL 11 - 10:30AM

The next WEDNESDAY Faith Formation Class will be 
held APRIL 21 - 4:15PM & 6:00PM

Watch a short video each week on Formed.org to help 
prepare you for the upcoming Sunday Readings. 
Register at https://johnxxiii.formed.org/ and follow 
the instructions to sign in and watch Opening the 
Word. View all of the Catholic content 24/7. Please 
join our weekly Zoom meeting. Email Linda Stanley  
at: lindastanley.ls@gmail.com for more information.

JOIN US ONLINE

Bible Studies
WATCH NEW BIBLE STUDIES 
with Jeff Cavins & Others at: 
ascensionpress.com/pages/popular-studies

ACCESS
ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED right 
at your fingertips:
1. Apple users can download the iOS  
     app.
2. Android users can use FORMED on  
     the go with these easy instructions.

For more audios and e-books visit: www.formed.org



  

YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII 
for updates and local happenings.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the 1st Thursday of each month however, 
in person gatherings have been suspended.
• PLEASE NOTE: We will be hosting a 4-week workshop 

through Formed called, “God and Science, from 
Nothing to Cosmos”. Please email Kelly if you are 
interested.

|  PAGE 7  |

Bible Studies

Confirmation Program
Our next gathering will be April 25 at 5pm. The year one 
student’s session is on the Power of Prayer and year 2 
will have a reflection on Confirmation and a look into 
parish ministries
High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions  - Sundays 5pm to 6pm
• REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED. All high school 

students are welcome and encouraged to attend. We 
hope to move this to an in-person ministry as soon as 
it is safe to do so. The sessions will be on the Zoom 
app. Please email Kelly for invitation link.

• APRIL 11 - NO SESSION   
• APRIL 18 - Drama Free Relationships 

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions  - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm
• REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED at this time. We 

will host this program on Wednesday evenings at 
6pm via the Zoom app. Please check the website 
under the education tab in the Middle School Youth 
ministry for more information and email Kelly for link 
to the Zoom invitation.

• APRIL 14 - Respect  

Volunteer Opportunites
We will be starting a new young adult, youth, and junior 
youth council Please email Kelly Evers if interested in this 
leadership role. 
• Young Adult Council 18 - 30
• Youth Council High School Students
• Junior Youth Council Middle School Students

Misas en Español
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
• Hora:  1:30pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes.
Las misas tambien estan siendo transmitidas a 
traves de YouTube, ahí podrá encontrarnos como 
Comunidad Hispana St John XXIII.

Rezo del Santo Rosario  
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
• Hora:  12:45pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes. 

Rezo del Santo Rosario (Via Zoom)  
• Lugar: Video conferencia a través de Zoom
• Hora:   6:00pm
• Fecha: Todos los martes del mes. 

Contactanos
• Para más información contactarse a:   

comunidadhispana@johnxxiii.net

Hispan i c Mini s t ry
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thinking about joining the Catholic Church 
but feel a little lost? 
The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for 
adults who are thinking about entering the 
Catholic Church. 
For questions, please contact:
Ginny Whelan call or text (239) 634-3239  
or email vwhelan99@gmail.com
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly 

inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from 
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com

• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, 
search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at 
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for 
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202! 

• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 

• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 

• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

• Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request. 

• Online Giving: We appreciate your donations to keep our 
parish running. You can enroll online through the St. John 
XXIII website at: https://johnxxiii.net/giving 

• Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
nonperishable items to church each week to be given to 
food pantries in our area.  

• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: The Chapel is open Monday-
Friday from 8:30am-4pm and Saturday from 8:30am-3pm. 
For information on The Adoration Chapel Ministry please visit: 
johnxxiii.net/adoration-chapel-ministry/

• Open to Life Ministry: If you are interested in how you can 
support or be supported this ministry, email: Elizabeth 
Andrews Elipchik@hotmail.com (734) 552-4560 

• Yarn/Fabric Needed: The Craftie Ladies are in need of more 
yarn to make projects ou may drop off the donations in the 
church Narthex. 

• Making a Stock Transfer: Please email holly@johnxxiii.net 
to let us know you made the transfer equest. Sometimes a 
transfer comes to the Diocese with no name or no parish 
name. This will help us track the transaction. 

• Free Mental Health Services: Catholic Charities offers free 
mental health services for adults, children and families. 
Counselors can help resolve a wide variety of issues such 
as stress, anger, anxiety, relationship problems, trauma, 
depression, low self-esteem and grief. Call (239) 337-4193 

• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, 
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the 
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations 
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without 
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII

For more information:
www.popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

APRIL:
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
We pray for those who risk their 
lives while fighting for rights 
under dictatorships, authoritarian 
regimes and even in democracies 
in crisis.

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP:
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app 
store for myparish. You can also text the word 
“APP” to 88202!

50% OFF Hanging Lighting Fixtures   
DOES NOT include fans

30% OFF Clothing, Costume Jewelry,  
Footwear, Underwear, Socks

20% OFF Small Kitchen Appliances, Sets  
of China/Dishes, Framed Artwork, Paintings, 
Comforters or Bedspreads

Store Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM - 5PM 
              SATURDAY - 10AM - 4PM 
All Dressing Rooms are now open. Mask Policy still in effect.

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII

APRIL
SPECIALS

www. bpjthrift.com



https://www.shutterstock.com/explore/royalty-free-images
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Marking the 150th Anniversary of 
St. Joseph being declared patron of the 
universal church, Pope Francis proclaimed 
a year long celebration dedicated to the 
foster father of Jesus. Each month during 
this special year, we will feature an inter-
view with a member of the St. John XXIII 
parish whose life reflects the virtues and 
characteristics of St. Joseph.

APRIL
Rob Erp

by: Maureen Dombrowski 

R O B  E R P ,  devoted
husband, father of two, 
and Maintenance Super-
visor at St. John XXIII par-
ish, says that like St. Jo-
seph, he is “a provider.”  
Rob draws his inspiration 
from his father who was 
a carpenter and a church 
deacon. “In my mind, 
carpentry and Church 
always went together. I 
chose to be a carpenter. 
I enjoy it and wanted to 
do it.  I wouldn’t be rich, 
but it would… provide for 
my family.”

Rob recalls that his father fell and suffered massive 
injuries that crushed the bones in his feet. He was told 
he would never walk again. During his time of recuper-
ation, Rob’s father taught him how to build tables and 
other pieces of furniture that are now proudly owned 
by Rob and his siblings. Rob’s father did recover, but 
Rob chuckles that he accidently burned down the barn 
where they worked. Despite that setback, Rob says,”the 
love of carpentry is in my blood forever.”
Evidence of Rob’s expertise is seen throughout our 
church and offices.  “If it’s wood, I’ve probably built it.” 
One example is the reliquary, the container for the relic 
of St. John XXIII, found under the tapestry of our parish’s 
namesake near the tabernacle. Also, he built the frame 
for the St. Gerard votive candle stand in the narthex. 
Like St. Joseph, Rob created a safe and inviting home for 
Mary. He lovingly prepared space for the statue of Our 
Blessed Mother and votive lights in our narthex near our 
Holy Rosary Chapel.
Rob’s care for the parish extends to the entire grounds 
of the Church complex. He oversees the landscapers so 
that the lawn is “manicured.” He has personally paint-
ed the Church, “inside and out, spending 18 days on a 
high reach painter completing the ceiling.” Of our build-
ings and grounds Rob says, “When you pull in the drive, 
I want you to be proud of them. Be impressed. I want 
everything to look as good as possible. “LITANY OF ST. JOSEPH

St. Joseph, Model of Workmen, pray for us.
Pillar of Families, pray for us.
Hope of the Sick, pray for us.

Protector of the Holy Church, pray for us.



WALKWAY
Guardian Angels 
PAVER MEMORIALIZATION
St. John XXIII Parish, along with the Knights of Columbus and 
The Women’s Guild, are excited to offer 12x12 pavers, which will 
be placed on the walkway around the site for our St. Michael 
the Archangel statue. The price for each paver is $350. This is a 
wonderful way to pay tribute to a loved one who has served, or is 
currently serving in the military or as a first responder.

Defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 

pray; and do thou, Oh Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

PAVER ORDER FORM

To order, or check the status of an order, please contact 
The Knights of Columbus: 
LARRY EVENER: larryevener@yahoo.com or 
TOM DOLAN:    mtd0522@yahoo.com
The Women’s Guild Contact: 
SUE EDWARDS:  sgedwards007@gmail.com

Name ________________________________________

Address or PO Box _____________________________

______________________________________________

Unit/Apt # ____________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

If paying by check, please makes checks payable to 
the Knights of Columbus.

Payments may be made by cash, credit card or check.
I would like to pay by:
____CASH     ____CHECK    ____CREDIT CARD

Please circle the graphic to be added to the stone:

Please print clearly. The 12x12 paver has 3 lines.

Please sign and date verifying all information is correct 
on the paver. 
PRINT NAME _____________________________________

SIGNATURE ______________________________________

DATE ________________

LINE 1 NAME ____________________________________

LINE 2 RANK ____________________________________

LINE 3 SERVICE __________________________________

example: John Doe

example: SGT. USMC

example: WWII
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Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

    04-01-21         04-12-20        Difference
Offertory  $75,460.67       $35,433.00     $40,027.67
Building Fund    $4,291.00        $16,469.00     ($12,178.00)
Total   $79,751.67       $51,902.00          $27,849.67
Mass Attendance      3757                   0  
Registered Families    3545                   3735

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 2021 Catholic Faith Appeal
2021 Goal   $492,000.00 
Pledge    $241,878.80    
% of Goal   49.16%
% of Households  11.93%
Payments   $159,127.14  

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will 
is not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) is an annual opportu-
nity for every member of our Faith family to support 
the life-changing work and outreach programs of the 
Diocese of Venice. The programs and services assist-
ed by the CFA, make a meaningful impact on the lives 
of individuals, families and communities. By support-
ing the CFA, you share in the work of Christ and the 
grace of Catholic discipleship.
Remember, “The generous will be blessed, for they 
share … with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9).

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:
• CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD can be used for a 

one-time gift or a monthly amount.  Please visit 
www.dioceseofvenice.org and click on Catholic 
Faith Appeal Donate Now. 

• CHECK made payable to Catholic Faith Appeal 
with St John XXIII in the memo can be placed in 
the white envelopes in the Narthex and the do-
nation will be  sent to the Catholic Faith Appeal.

• GIFT OF SECURITIES - Federal tax laws allow 
a charitable deduction for the full market value 
of the appreciated securities on the date of your 
gift. 

• IRA - In 2020 the law changed, requiring those 
72 years and older to begin taking a required 
minimum distribution (RMD) from their indi-
vidual retirement account (IRA). However, only 
those who will turn 70½ (born on or after July 
1, 1949) in 2020 or later may wait until age 72 
to begin taking required distributions. If you are 
currently receiving RMDs (or should be) because 
you are over age 70½, you must continue 
taking these RMDs.  For traditional accounts this 
income is taxable! To avoid paying taxes on this 
income while also meeting the obligation of the 
RMD, you may designate the distribution as a gift 
directly from the IRA custodian to the CFA. You 
can donate up to $100,000 and married couples 
can donate up to $200,000 if the spouse has a 
separate IRA.

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL
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St. John XXIII has resumed offering the 
sacrament of Baptism to interested families. 
Currently, we are scheduling baptisms for 
ONE FAMILY AT A TIME. During the service, 
we are observing CDC guidelines such as: 
wearing masks, practicing social distancing 
and other precautions. 
If you are interested in having your child 
baptized, please email either Chris Biel at 
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net or Trisha Fields at 
trisha@johnxxiii.net or call (239) 561-2245

H A V E  R E S U M E D

Do You Want a More 
FULFILLING AND 

ENRICHING Marriage?
Join us for the opportunity to enrich and grow 
your marriage with the love of Christ. This 
Catholic lay movement is where like-minded 
couples meet once a month to eat, pray and 
discuss topics to help couples deepen their 
faith and marriage.

For more information: 
TONY & JUDY FENNELL
(701) 361-8826
email: judyfennell1959@gmail.com

WHAT’S NEW?
On March 15, some of the ladies met at the St.Patrick’s 
patio. We brought a bag lunch and had a great time. Most 
of us haven’t seen each other in over a year!
The Verity bags went out a few weeks ago. Kelly, once 
again, packed the bags with all the necessary items a new 
mom needs when her baby is born. Thanks again to the 
Social Justice and K of C for giving us the funds necessary 
to buy a lot of the items needed. Hopefully, next year, we 
can  do this at our group meetings, as we have done in 
the past.

Craftie Ladies

Scheduled Craft Fair:
As you are aware, last year’s craft fair was cancelled.
However, we are busy planning for the fall! We were lucky 
to have the same leadership team for this event. We are 
hoping the Parish Life Center will be in full swing for the 
scheduled fair which will take place on Saturday October 
16 and Sunday October 17. The times and details are yet 
to be decided. 
On Saturday, October 16, we plan on having 2 food trucks 
available for you to buy food. One truck is already on 
board and we are hoping to confirm the second truck.
On Sunday October 17, the K of C will provide a pancake 
breakfast after all the Masses.
Soon, we will be saying goodbye to our snowbirds. Have 
a safe trip and see you in the fall. Please put the craft fair 
on your calendar for October! We know many of you shop 
with us and love all the nice items we offer. We appreciate 
your past support and ask that you continue to do so. 

Yarn/Fabric Needed:
As always, we are in need of yarn and fabrics. Please DO 
NOT leave clothes, knickknacks, old curtains or other 
items. We cannot use them. 

Special Orders/Requests: 
We will take special orders on just about anything you 
request. Please call Judy Siegel at (239) 437-4978 or 
(414) 529-4978 anytime and leave a message and she will 
return your call promptly. 
For more information, questions or inquiries, email the 
Craftie Ladies at: craftieladiesxxiii@gmail.com
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by: J. Conroy

1 John 2:1-5a  - How We Love God  
Perhaps we are first surprised to see Jesus referred 
to as the “Advocate with the Father.” We normally 
attribute that to the Holy Spirit. But this probably is 
an early formulation, perhaps even earlier than the 
Gospel of John. Further, the theology of Jesus as being 
an expiation for our sins is similarly early.  The Hebrews 
had a “Scapegoat” that would be sent into the desert 
on the Day of Atonement as the “expiation” for the sins 
of the community. (Lev. 16:20-22).  esus’ death was the 
sacrificial offering that expiated for all our sins.  But our 
belonging to the community, and affirming His name is 
not sufficient, if we are to benefit from that expiation. 
We must keep the commandments of Jesus, that of 
Love, in order to truly follow Him. This is really Old 
Testament theology, that we love God by following His 
Commands. Here, however, the commands of Jesus, 
the Righteous One, are those which are expressive of 
God’s commands.

Reflections

Women’s Guild

For the month of April, we are asking those who 
normally bake, to donate the amount that it would 
cost them to make their items. Also, those who 
normally purchase items, could donate what they 
would normally spend at the bake sale. Checks should 
be made out to St. John XXIII and on the envelope 
designate “WG” and put bake sale in the memo line. 
Donations may be mailed to the office or put in an 
envelope and placed in the offertory marked on the 
envelope Women’s Guild on checks write in the memo 
Women’s Guild. 

All proceeds will benefit Verity Pregnancy Center 
and Lifeline Family Center. Your help with the parish 
community is greatly appreciated!

BE BLESSED AND ENCOURAGED at our next 
Magnificat breakfast for women: Saturday, April 24, 
from 9:30AM - 12:30PM at the Holiday Inn Airport, 
Gulf Coast Town Center, Fort Myers. Our guest 
speaker is Margaret Adams, a member of St. Cecilia 
Catholic Community.
Margaret was born and raised in Bermuda. She 
married and came to the United States in 1957 and 
settled in California. She attended Catholic school for 
12 years run by the Sisters of Charity from Canada. 
Her upbringing by these nuns influenced her entire 
life. One of these sisters inspired her to never 
quit and to have stick-to-itiveness. Her marriage, 
however, did not work, and after 5 children and 3 
miscarriages her marriage was dissolved. She raised 
her children, ages 9 to 2, with the help of God. 
Being open to life she hung on the scripture: “Do 
not worry about what you will eat or what you will 
wear. Look at the birds of the air and the lilies of the 
field” (Matthew 5:25-31)
She attended nursing school and moved to Florida in 
1972. She worked at Lee Memorial Hospital for over 
20 yrs. Another favorite scripture They that wait 
upon the Lord, shall renew their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings, they shall run and not grow 
weary and not faint. (Isaiah. 40:31). 
Margaret will share how God led her through ups 
and down and gave her a happy life!

SEATING IS LIMITED:
NO WALK-INS or payment at the door!
ADVANCED REGISTRATION ONLY
MASKS ARE REQUIRED

MAIL A PAYMENT:
Please send a $23 check payable to:
Magnificat Ft. Myers
Margaret Mengle
5017 Westminster Dr.
Ft. Myers, FL 33919
(239) 826-7475
Your mail request must be postmarked by April 13

ORDER ONLINE:
You can make a reservation online at:
https://magnificatfortmyers.com/order-tickets/

SATURDAY, APRIL 24

MONTH OF APRIL



Congratulations

Don and I have been blessed to have been 
married 70 years. We grew up in a small sub-
urb of Detroit, Michigan named Birmingham. 
After meeting from mutal friends at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, we began our very long 
blessed relationship! 
We dated for 3 years and got to know each 
others families well.  My family loved Don 
immediately and I felt liked and included in 
Don’s, family, except for one very important 
fact. I was Catholic!  Don’s dad was very anti 
Catholic but never unkind to me but Don 
knew his Dad would never approve of us get-
ting married. A very good friend of our fami-
ly, a Parish Priest, Father Ralph Barton knew 
the situation and knew Don and I were very 
much in love. He married us at St. Martin’s in 
Detroit. We knew that a large wedding would 
not be a happy event for the Davies family 
but we also knew that we were committed 
to each other. 
Don received his Bachelor’s degree and was 
in his second year of Dental School when we 
became parents, a year after our marriage. 
Finances were tough so I worked in a Dental 
office evenings. We had no car so I would 
walk the baby buggy up to Dental School at 
5pm and go to work and  Don would bring 
Sue home and take care of her.   
While Don was still learning how to fix teeth, 
we would get back to Birmingham whenever 
we could to see family. My Grandmother 
lived with my family since I was a baby and 
she loved Don and seeing our baby. She had 
become quite ill. Of course we spent time at 

the Davies’ too. When we said good bye to 
them, Don’s dad followed us out to the car. 
He was not a tactile person but he reached 
in the car, put his hand firmly on Don’s 
shoulder and said “ I was wrong, you two 
are going to do well together”. He turned and 
went back inside. Those were the last words 
Don heard from his dad. That was Sunday and 
the following Tuesday we received a phone 
call telling us Don’s Dad had just died at age 
48 from a heart attack. Coincidence or the 
Hand of God? 
Upon graduation from Dental School, Don 
entered the Army as a First Lt. in the Dental 
Corp and had a two year tour of duty at Fort 
Belvoir, VA. While there, we had 2 more ba-
bies, Donald Brian and Karen. Baptizing and 
religion did become a problem. We were 
both unhappy but we did not argue and both 
our babies were Baptized. 
When Don was discharged, we were to return 
to Michigan to find a place for him to open a 
practice. While checking out some possible 
cities to set up a dental practice, Don had a 
flat tire. While the tire was being repaired, 
Don found out about a dental practice in 
Plymouth in need of an associate. Our life in 
Plymouth came about because of a flat tire! 
When we settled in I told Don that I needed 
my Church and I registered at the Catholic 
Church. We lived near the Church and Don 
frequently walked part way home with our 
Pastor, Fr. Byrne.  Both had a very dry sense 
of humor and enjoyed each others company. 
We were still in our 20’s and, one day Father 

A LIFETIME OF Faith by: Cora Davies

CORA & DON DAVIES



Byrne called and asked me to tell Dr. Davies 
that Thursday night would be fine. When Don 
came home I asked him what that was about 
and he said he wanted to become Catholic. 
(pause for my heart to skip a few beats and 
eyes to fill up). Remember, a flat tire brought 
us to Plymouth! Don was received into the 
Church the week before #4 baby, Geoffrey, 
was born. When asked what brought Don to 
the Catholic Church he responded that the 
Faith of my Grandmother, my Mother and 
myself was instrumental in inspiring him. I 
was very ill during that 4th pregnancy and 
was in St Joseph Hospital in Ann Arbor, one 
block from U of M Hospital. I was in my 5th 
month and was told my baby was dead and 
I could be moved to the University hospital 
where the could take the baby or I could 
wait till it aborted itself. Well. You know what 
choice I made.  Geoffrey is the son that you 
all prayed for during his bout with Lymphoma 
and his auto stem cell transplant which has 
been so successful. He is in his 60s now. Our 
#5, Janet, arrived in 1961 and at that time our 
family was complete. 
All five attended Our Lady of Good Counsel 
and Don and I were both very involved in the 
Parish and the Diocese. We were in Christian 
Family Movement and both made Cursillos. 
In our 40 years at OLGC we served in most 
Ministries and committees.  It was a Parish 
much like St John’s. God blessed us with a 
faith-filled family. Dinner was always at a time 
that did not conflict with after school jobs or 
commitments. However, there was one hour 
that belonged to Don and me. When Don ar-
rived home from the office, between 5 and 6, 
we had our cocktail hour. That hour still exists 
and since the kids grew up and all are wel-
come. They have dubbed it our Holy Hour!
We did have 5 in college at one time. I shud-
der to think of checks that I wrote out, how-
ever, they all did work part time to help with 
their educations. And our family started 
growing. And during this time we took care 
of our mothers and our kids were so good 

and loving to their Grandmothers. At age 45, 
I had breast cancer and did not think I’d see 
my kids out of school. That was 45 years ago 
and now a survivor! 
The next years brought marriages and grand-
children, which absolutely thrilled us! Don had 
prostate cancer and soon after that surgery 
he had a heart attack. In 1989 he had bypass 
surgery and almost didn’t make it. When he 
recovered, he did not go back to work. How-
ever, we played golf, exercised and had fun 
with the family.
This is when Florida came into our lives. A 
friend told us about Olde Hickory and we 
rented a condo for a month. Three years later 
we became snowbirds. We attended Resur-
rection Parish and during our time there, we 
became year-round residents. We learned 
that Blessed Pope John XXIII would be built. 
What a wonderful gift God sent to us. It was 
a community from day one and we were in-
volved. We went from Blessed to Saint in 
what seemed a short time. Our names are 
written on the dry wall and our names are 
written on rocks under the foundation. We 
have been fortunate to serve our Church in 
many capacities. Once again, special thanks 
to God.  
In the meantime our family has grown. We 
have 5 children, 8 grandchildren and almost 
7 “greats” plus the “in-laws” that we love. 
We are a close family and take every advan-
tage to be together.  This past year has been 
a bummer but thanks to Zoom and FaceTime, 
we have not lost touch. We have all received 
our vaccines and hope to be together soon. 
In our spare time we have played golf, bridge, 
read a lot of books, worked many crossword 
puzzles and some bowling. 
We thank Father Bob, and his wonderful staff 
for taking such good care of us and don’t let 
anyone forget 1-800-Father Bob!

With much love and prayers, 
               - Cora & Don Davies
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SAFTEY TIPS

the LIKELIHOOD of 
becoming a VICTIM 

of a CRIME 

REDUCE

with Lee 
County Sheriff 

CARMINE 
MARCENO

Criminals are opportunistic. An easy target, a lack 
of witnesses, a dimly-lit location, a distracted victim 
all dramatically improve a criminal’s ability to easily 
commit a crime.

One’s best defense is to eliminate, or significantly 
reduce, one’s vulnerability!

Criminals scout locations and conditions where 
the likelihood of being detected is low. Dark and 
desolate parking lots, people texting or using 
their smartphones, shoppers carrying an armful of 
items, all examples of creating an ideal opportunity 
for theft or assault.

Be alert and aware of your surroundings. If you’re 
absorbed in a phone conversation, texting, surfing 
the internet on your smartphone, you significantly 
improve a criminal’s chances to victimize you.

Keep your hands free and your head up. Look 
around. Trust your instincts. If someone or some 
place makes you feel uneasy, there is likely a good 
reason for feeling that way. Avoid those situations.

Closely monitor your personal effects! Shopping 
bags, car keys/fobs, handbags and cellular devices 
are easily grabbed.

Ask for assistance! If you are alone and uncom-
fortable, walk to an area that is more populated. 
Never hesitate to ask security or law enforcement 
to escort you out of an uncomfortable situation. 
Travelling with others increases the number of 
witnesses and decreases criminal opportunity. 

Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Faith & Ale: Calling ALL Men! Join us for a FREE ZOOM 
event on Thursday, April 15 at 6pm with guest speaker, Dr. 
Ryan Hanning. (professor of Church History and Catholic 
Studies) Topic: “Growing in Hope and Joy in Times of 
Turmoil”. Registration is required. For more information, 
please visit www.faithandale.com
Roe V. Wade Movie: You are invited to watch the new movie, 
ROE V. WADE, until Monday, April 26, via a special virtual 
screening before it is released to streaming platforms. 
Discounted Price from: April 9-26. Watch at home or on your 
electronic device at: www.watchroevwade.com/florida For 
questions, call (941) 374-1068
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Project Rachel Post-Abortion: Reconciliation and healing is 
available to you. For more information, please call: Sylvia at 
(941) 412-5860 e-mail: project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org 
or visit: www.hopeafterabortion.com 
Spiritual Adoption Program: You are invited to register 
to spiritually adopt an unborn child in danger of abortion. 
Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/respect-life/spiritual-
adoption-program and receive monthly updates on the 
development of the child in the womb. Call (941) 441-1101 
or email Berdeaux@dioceseofvenice.org
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Marriage Prep Retreat for Couples over 55: The Office 
of Family Life is hosting a one-day sacramental marriage 
preparation retreat for those couples over 55 who are 
preparing for marriage or convalidation from 9am-5pm, 
Saturday, April 24 at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 1301 Center 
Road, Venice. Lunch is included. Pre-registration is required 
at https://dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/two-become-one
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires 
that all employees and those volunteers who work with 
children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and 
trained in Safe Environment prior to beginning employment 
or volunteering. For further details please visit https://
dioceseofvenice.org/offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Help Your Parish: Parishes face increased risk of financial 
shortfalls due to the pandemic.Please consider an online 
donation to your parish by visiting https://dioceseofvenice.
org/ways-to-give/parish-donations-online/
Catholic Charities Support: Financial support is needed 
during its response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To help, 
please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org/donate or send 
a check to: Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice Inc., 5824 
Bee Ridge Road, PMB 409, Sarasota, FL 34233-5065 
Informational Websites: Stay current with happenings in the 
Catholic Church: Whispers in the Loggia (whispersintheloggia.
blogspot.com), Catholic News Service (www.catholicnews.
com), CRUX (cruxnow.com), Bishop Barron (www.wordonfire.
org), Fr. Richard Rohr (cac.org/category/daily-meditations)



Protecting God’s 
Children Online in  
a Hyper Digital Age
With Liz Repking of Cyber Safety Consulting

Liz Repking

Founder and senior Cyber Safety Expert, Liz is also the mother of 3 
children, ranging in age from middle school to college. Liz is the 
founder of the CASE program, Cyber Awareness & Safety Education, 
which is implemented in middle schools nationwide. Liz has been seen 
on WGN News, Fox Morning Show, NBC News and has contributed 
to many national news outlets and articles.

Wednesday, April 14  |  6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Venice
Thursday, April 15  |  6:30 – 8 p.m. 
St. Francis Xavier, Fort Myers

    Sessions are free for parents and topics include:
• Cyber bullying
• Online Predators
• Sexting
• Online Gaming

• Creating an escape or exit plan with parents

Register at dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/protecting-gods-children-online-in-

a-hyper-digital-age by THIS WEEKEND.
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Appetizers and dessert will be served.
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