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PASTOR
Rev. Robert Tabbert

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Fr. Saji Ellickal M.C.B.S.
frsaji@johnxxiii.net 
Fr. Simon Dao CRM
frsimon@johnxxiii.net
DEACON
Deacon Rich Klish
DeaconRich@johnxxiii.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday,  
8:00am-Noon & 1pm-4pm
239-561-2245
239-561-3713 (Fax)

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
A priest is on call 7 days a week, 
24hrs a day for these hospitals:
Health Park - St. Columbkille
Church 239-489-3973
Lee Memorial - St. Francis
Xavier Church 239-334-2161
Gulf Coast - St. John XXIII
239-561-2245
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT: 
You are encouraged to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick before 
being admitted to a facility.
St. Columbkille - Hope Hospice
239-489-3973
9470 Health Park Circle,
Ft. Myers, FL 
St. Raphael - Lehigh Acres 
Health & Rehab Center
239-369-2194
1550 Lee Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL
Hope Hospice 239-369-1831  
1201 Wings Way, Lehigh Acres, FL
St. Leo - Hope Hospice
239-992-0901
27200 Imperial Pkwy,
Bonita Springs, FL
St. Vincent de Paul - Select
2073 Lafayette St. Ft. Myers
239-693-0818

Please Note:
There will be 

CONFESSIONS 
outside the church 

Every Saturday 
8:30am-9:00am

LIVE streaming 
MASSES on

Facebook/Website

The Mission of St. John XXIII Catholic Church is to actively engage all those 
who desire to more fully accept and live out the message of Christ, welcoming 
and respecting all people regardless of background, history, race or color, as 
we strive to nurture spiritual growth and personal holiness on our journey to 
become more responsible stewards of God’s gifts.

Pastoral Team
Business Manager
Holly Atkins
holly@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Maintenance 
Supervisor
Rob Erp 
239-561-2245                           

Maintenance Assistant
• Dave Mraz

Dir. of Faith Formation
Chris Biel
chrisdre@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                           

Bookkeeper
Ana Thompson
ana@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Receptionist
MaryAnn Deas
maryann@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Admin. Assistant
Jennifer Baumgardner
jennb@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Bulletin Editor
Colleen Leavy
bulletineditor@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                           

Liturgy Coordinator
Bethany Myers
bethany@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                          

Coordinator of Youth 
Ministries
Kelly Evers
kelly@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-3022                      

Thrift Store Manager
Cynthia Conzatti
thrift@johnxxiii.net
239-433-4097
15200 S. Tamiami Trail #110
Ft. Myers, FL 33908                  

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
Faith Formation Assistant
Trisha Fields
trisha@johnxxiii.net 
239-561-7499                       

Office Assistant
Brenda Gregory
brenda@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      

Admin. Assistant
Barbara Lange
blange@johnxxiii.net
239-561-2245                      

Mass Inten t i on s

THE 2021 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR
To ensure availability throughout the year, we must limit requests for the English speaking 
Masses to no more than (2) weekend Masses and (2) weekday Masses for the entire year. Other 
options will remain available: Tabernacle Candle $15 per week, Eucharistic Host $15 per week.

PLEASE NOTE: You are welcome to attend 8:00am Daily Mass 
as well as weekend Holy Masses in the Church. We ask that 
you please wear a mask, bring sanitizer and practice social 
distancing. We will continue to livestream Masses on Facebook 
and the Website.

MASS TIME CHANGE
Beginning April 10 
FOR SATURDAYS ONLY
4:00 Vigil Mass Resumes

FYI

APRIL 11, 2021 - READINGS 
• 1ST READING  ACTS 4:32-35
• PSALM  PS 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
• 2ND READING 1 JN 5:1-6 
• GOSPEL  JN 20:19-31

MONDAY, APRIL 5
• 8:00 AM † Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Percacciolo, Jr. by JoAnn Gair Wilson                
TUESDAY, APRIL 6
• 8:00 AM † Andrew DeNatale by Pat & Ade Humbert                     

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7
• 8:00 AM † Elizabeth Lehmkuhl by Catherine Vaughn                                  

THURSDAY, APRIL 8
• 8:00 AM † Ann Pavlan by Curtis & Holly Atkins     

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
• 8:00 AM † Philip Caputo by Liz Schulte               

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
• 8:00 AM † Ray Marr by Bill & Barbara Catineau                             
• 4:00 PM † Brian Burg by Murray & Diann Carr                             
• 8:00 PM † Maria - Vietnamese Mass

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
• 7:15 AM † Ed Mehringer by Rita Rogers
• 9:15 AM † Vincenzo Fiamingo by Tish & Tony Fiamingo
• 11:15 AM † Ted Zizzo by Gary & Shirley Miller
• 1:30 PM † Cesar Roman Lombardo by Celia Arredondo
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RESURRECTION: HE IS R ISEN, INDEED!
by: Laura Bagby - CBN News

Easter Sunday. To many it means the Easter bunny, a day of food and celebration. For 
some it is an obligatory church-attending holiday, after which life goes on as usual.
How sad that we have so quickly forgotten the true meaning of Easter. Our God 
reigns! Jesus Christ died, yes. But even more importantly, He rose again and is now 
seated at the right hand of God the Father, as we say in the Creed.
Jesus Christ literally defied death. But He did more than just a Houdini move. We 
“ooo” and “ahhh” over the narrow escapes by magicians like David Copperfield and 
others, but eventually even those daredevils will face death. Their power is limited.
But Jesus Christ was greater - He defied death FOREVER. Jesus Christ lives and reigns 
for eternity, whether you or I believe that fact or not.
And He has reclaimed life for all those who believe in Him. This is the second miracle 
of Easter. Through God’s work on the cross, we have access to eternal life as well: 
• For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation 

of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel 
a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to 
last, just as it is written: ‘ The righteous will live by faith’ (Romans 1:16-17).

• If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved 
(Romans 10:9-10).

• Whosoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my 
Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before 
my Father in heaven (Matt. 10:32-33).   

Please consider today the wonder of God’s power and His love for you. He knows you. 
He knows what you have done. He knows what you are going to do. But He is waiting 
for your response, my friend. God doesn’t need your praise or your service to Him; 
He desires it. It is not what we do for God that gets us into heaven and gives us a right 
relationship with God. It is only by faith in Jesus Christ. Look at these Scriptures:
• Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 

So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be 
justified (Galatians 2:16).

• For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- and this not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God -- not by works so that no one can boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

For what I received I passed on to 
you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day.

- Corinthians 15:3-4
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In Honor of:   Our RCIA Candidates 
         & Catechumens

Tabernac l eCandle

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and 
friends who suffer physically, emotionally or spiritually, especially:

Pray e r  Li s t

Life is changed, not ended.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord!
Deceased Parishioners of St. John XXIII

Prayers forEternal Life

Way s  t o  Memo r i a l i z e
For requests to memorialize a loved one, please call the parish 
office at: (239) 561-2245

These names are kept in the bulletin for one month. If you 
would like continual prayer, please add your name to the 
prayer book in the Narthex. 
The best way to ensure your loved ones are consistently 
prayed for within our greater E-Prayer Community - email 
Betsy Engelbrecht at eprayer.stjohn23@gmail.com
Their names will be circulated to an ever-growing list of people 
who will pray for them by name!

Elaine Quan 
Ryan Novajasky
Lynne Haughey
Carol Clausen
Marlene LaRose
Erika Arquilla Hlavacek
Jeff Hlavacek    
Gary Neubauer
Tom Biedak             
Ron Hudepohl  
Michael Grunberg
Tim McMullen
David Meunier
Jimmy Provanzano
The Dasco Family
William Riehle 

Janet Masterson
Colleen Ryan
John Hughbanks
Dolores Chuilli & Family
Michelle Snyder 
Judy Montanye
Jill Wagner
Henry Martinez
Daniella Naomi Mejia
Yinna Vesga 
Cynthia & William
Donna Stutz
Bill Acini
Judy Walker
Bobby Perillo
Thomas Kearns

For all victims of the Coronavirus. 
We pray for worldwide healing.

Adorat i onChape l

Easter Sunday
PRAYER

"I am the 
resurrection 
and the life. 
He who 
believes in 
me will live, 
even though 
he dies; and 
whoever lives 
and believes in 
me will never 
die."
- John 11:25-26

Jesus, Risen Savior, we rejoice 
with You today. You have 

risen! Alleluia, Alleluia. With 
You we celebrate new life, new 
beginnings, new hope and new 
joy. May Your risen glory shine 

through us in all that we do and 
say. We praise God for raising 

You up and for giving us the gift 
of Your eternal presence.

Amen  
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Those who are new to our parish, or have been attending 
mass without being registered, we need your help in staying 
organized and planning for our future needs. If you have 
not received a welcome letter, please call the parish office 
to confirm your registration. All new parishioners or those 
interested in registering in our parish, are invited to attend 
the New Parishioner Orientation on Sunday, May 16, 2021 
after the 11:15am Mass  
Registering at St. John XXIII is a declaration of your desire to 
be part of a Catholic community. Please let the parish office 
know your email address or you can even update it on the 
parish website: www.johnxxiii.net 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate marriage, baptisms 
or serve as sponsors for confirmation or baptism, request 
a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive such 
a letter, you must be registered in the parish, attend Mass 
regularly and be committed to stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure. One means of verifying participation is through 
the use of parish offertory envelopes. If you choose not to 
participate or are unable to contribute at this time, please 
note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in 
the weekly offertory basket. 

Our Mili tary Personne l
PRAYERS FOR

PFC Bryan Bard
Sean Ball
Major Bart Boma
Staff Sgt. Dennis Cosgrove
Sgt. Phil Dellibovi
Staff Sgt. Chris Dominski
CPT Andrew Dugan, Spec. Forces   
Major Andrew Duguay
Sgt. Jared Gaudet
Tech Sgt Jeffrey K. Green
Capt. Kellyn C. Hall
Andrew Herman
1st Lt. Paige Hortman
Sgt. Kathleen Hudepohl 
PFC Michael P Hughes
SPC Michael Jednak
PFC Andrew Kanopkh
Michael Klem
Capt. Bradley D. Laux
Capt. Jacob Mundo, US Army
SSGT Anthony Padula
LCP James Palenik
Master SGT Peter Parison
Sgt. Justin Pingicer, Army
Lt. Col. Brady Sexton
2nd Lt. Kristen Thompson
Christian Troutner, US Navy
Alex Zizzo, US Navy Medic

  PFC Jordan Feil, USA
  Sgt. Hayden Linde, FLARNG
  Aaron Crump, USCG
  Sgt. Nathaniel Broemmel 
  Lt. Com. Mark Buonomo
  Col. Scott C. Woodward
  Private Nicholas Loeb, ARNG
  Andrew Hawkinson, USN     
  Cavalry Scout Specialist,
  Ryan Silva, Army
  2nd Lt. Greg Fry, USMC
  Jared Broemmel, US Navy    
  Army 2nd Lieutenant Edward  
  Hudson Tillinghast IV
  Jethro Ignacio, US Air Force
  1st Lt. Christopher Dryhurst,   
  US Air Force
  Com. Craig Fowler, USN 
  Eric Sanchez, US Air Force
  Lt. Col. Mike Garry, US Army   
  82nd ABN
  Lt. Ross Walker, US Navy
  PFC Eric Lyons, USMC 
  2LT Nicholas Meunier, US Army   
  Robert Trenton Morell, Medic  
  Specialist US Army
  Michael Thomas Morell, US Navy
  PFC Judy Martinez, Army

WATCH ON FACEBOOK

WATCH AT HOME:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/
offices-departments/communications/
tvmass/
WFTX-TV FOX 4 - Sundays at 10:30am

https://johnxxiii.net/giving/

PLEASE CONSIDER GIVING YOUR

Online Gift

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4
• 11:15am with Fr. Bob
• 1:30pm Spanish Mass     
https://www.facebook.com/
ministeriohispano.sanjuan.1 

New Parish ioner s
WELCOME

Greg & Connie Dykema 
Dan & Donna Phelps 
Anthony Altomari
Robert & Elizabeth Smith

n

n

n

n
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ADULT FAITH

Educa t i o n
Keep in TOUCH with your Fai t h   ONLINE:

  Fai t h  Fo rma t i o n

Fa i t h is taking the first step even when
you can't see the whole staircase.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION:
BAPTISM: Congratulations on your decision to baptize 
your child! At St. John XXIII, we are happy to help your family 
prepare for the celebration. Baptisms are offered for registered 
members of Saint John XXIII and are scheduled only after the 
preparation process is completed by the parents. Please do not 
make arrangements for family members until you have actually 
received a date. Contact the office at (239) 561-2245 for more 
information or to begin the process.

FIRST COMMUNION: (also called First Eucharist and First 
Reconciliation) Children in first grade or above, who have 
expressed a desire and willingness and are attending Mass, are 
welcome to begin the two year process of preparing for these 
Sacraments. The first year consists of regular attendance at 
Faith Formation classes or through a Diocesan Catholic school.  
(Either St. Francis Xavier or St. Andrew) The second year 
continues those classes, but also adds in direct Sacramental 
Preparation (Reconciliation and Communion) sessions. Please 
contact Chris at 561-7499 for more information or to begin the 
process. Parents who home school their children must contact 
the office during Year I. 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Celebrating the Sacrament 
of Confirmation is a two year process that begins at the 
start of 9th Grade and is celebrated in the Fall of 11th grade. 
(Older teens are certainly welcome!). Each year consists 
of Faith Formation through the parish Youth Group or a 
Diocesan Catholic school (Bishop Verot) as well as scheduled 
Confirmation classes and a retreat. Please note: Students from 
Bishop Verot must register and attend the preparation classes 
at the beginning of 9th grade. If you are entering the 9th grade 
or would like more information on our program, contact Chris at 
(239) 561-7499 to begin the process.

Contact Chris Biel | 561-7499 | chrisdre@johnxxiii.net  

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE:
The next WEDNESDAY Faith Formation Class will be 
held APRIL 7 - 4:15PM & 6:00PM

The next SUNDAY Family Faith Formation Class will 
be held APRIL 11 - 10:30AM

Watch a short video each week on Formed.org to help 
prepare you for the upcoming Sunday Readings. 
Register at https://johnxxiii.formed.org/ and follow 
the instructions to sign in and watch Opening the 
Word. View all of the Catholic content 24/7. Please 
join our weekly Zoom meeting. Email Linda Stanley  
at: lindastanley.ls@gmail.com for more information.

JOIN US ONLINE

Bible Studies
WATCH NEW BIBLE STUDIES 
with Jeff Cavins & Others at: 
ascensionpress.com/pages/popular-studies

ACCESS
ON THE GO!

There are two ways to get FORMED right 
at your fingertips:
1. Apple users can download the iOS  
     app.
2. Android users can use FORMED on  
     the go with these easy instructions.

For more audios and e-books visit: www.formed.org



  

YOUNG ADULT
          & YOUTH

inistries
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 561-3022 xt 107
Contact Kelly Evers | kelly@johnxxiii.net

Join our Facebook Group: Rooted at St. John XXIII 
for updates and local happenings.

Rooted at St. John XXIII
Welcoming all Young Adults 18 - 39
Rooted meets on the 1st Thursday of each month however, 
in person gatherings have been suspended.
• PLEASE NOTE: We will be hosting a 4-week workshop 

through Formed called, “God and Science, from 
Nothing to Cosmos”. Please email Kelly if you are 
interested.
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Hispan i c Mini s t ry

Te invitamos a participar todos los segundos 
jueves del mes a las 7:00pm a nuestro encuentro 
mensual de Crecimiento en la Fe, donde la Palabra de 
Dios hace eco en nosotros y en los acontecimientos 
de nuestras vidas.  

Misas en Español
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
• Hora:  1:30pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes.
Las misas tambien estan siendo transmitidas a 
traves de YouTube, ahí podrá encontrarnos como 
Comunidad Hispana St John XXIII.

Rezo del Santo Rosario  
• Lugar: Iglesia Católica St. John XXIII
• Hora:  12:45pm
• Fecha: Todos los domingos del mes. 

Rezo del Santo Rosario (Via Zoom)  
• Lugar: Video conferencia a través de Zoom
• Hora:   6:00pm
• Fecha: Todos los martes del mes. 

Crecimiento en la Fe 
• Lugar: Video conferencia, link:   

https://zoom.us/j/2555496221 
• Hora:   7:00pm
• Fecha: Todos los segundos jueves del mes. 

Contactanos
• Para más información contactarse a:   

comunidadhispana@johnxxiii.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thinking about joining the Catholic Church 
but feel a little lost? 
The RCIA Inquiry is the starting place for 
adults who are thinking about entering the 
Catholic Church. 
For questions, please contact:
Ginny Whelan call or text (239) 634-3239  
or email vwhelan99@gmail.com

Bible Studies

Confirmation Program
Our next gathering will be April 25 at 5pm. The year one 
student’s session is on the Power of Prayer and year 2 
will have a reflection on Confirmation and a look into 
parish ministries
High School Youth Group
HSYG Social Sessions  - Sundays 5pm to 6pm
• REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED. All high school 

students are welcome and encouraged to attend. We 
hope to move this to an in-person ministry as soon as 
it is safe to do so. The sessions will be on the Zoom 
app. Please email Kelly for invitation link.

• APRIL 4 - NO SESSION   
• APRIL 11 - NO SESSION

Middle School Youth Group
MSYG Sessions  - Wednesdays 6pm to 7:15pm
• REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED at this time. We 

will host this program on Wednesday evenings at 
6pm via the Zoom app. Please check the website 
under the education tab in the Middle School Youth 
ministry for more information and email Kelly for link 
to the Zoom invitation.

• APRIL 7 - NO SESSION   
Volunteer Opportunites
• For at home Youth Volunteer Opportunities please 

email Kelly Evers
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St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

General Announcements
• Have You Listened to Our Podcasts? Listen to our weekly 

inspirational messages from Father Bob and homilies from 
Mass. Visit our site weekly at johnxxiii.podbean.com

• Like our Facebook Page: For all the latest happenings, 
search “St. John XXIII Catholic Church” and “like” our page.

• Download Our Parish App: Download our app today at 
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store for 
myparish. You can also text the word “APP” to 88202! 

• Our Weekly Newsletter: Visit https://www.johnxxiii.net/
e-newsletter-sign-up/ and enter your email address. 

• Follow us on Instagram: St. John XXIII is now on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnxxiiichurch/

• St. John XXIII Catholic Church Mass Times: Stay up to date 
and visit: http://johnxxiii.net/info/new-mass-schedule/ 

• Serve our Parish Family During Mass: Men, women and 
teens may serve as a Greeter, Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic 
Minister. Contact the parish office at (239) 561-2245, if you 
feel called to serve in any of these areas, we can use your 
time and talent! 

• Low Gluten Hosts: If you are interested in receiving low gluten 
hosts at Mass, please see a Sacristan to make a request. 

• Non-Perishable Donations: Please consider bringing 
nonperishable items to church each week to be given to 
food pantries in our area.  

• St. Luke Adoration Chapel: The Chapel resumes regular 
hours on Easter Monday, April 5 from 8:30am-4pm through 
Friday and Saturday from 8:30am-3pm. For information on 
The Adoration Chapel Ministry please visit: johnxxiii.net/
adoration-chapel-ministry/

• St. John XXIII Thrift Store: Hours are Monday-Friday 10am-
5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. For more information email 
thrift@johnxxiii.net

• Keep Our Database Current: Have you moved, changed 
email addresses, dropped a landline or changed your cell 
number? Please email maryann@johnxxiii.net with any 
changes or additions to your contact information. 

• FREE Rosary Repair: Send broken rosaries in a padded 
envelope to: Betty & Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd., #502, 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be returned within 
a week of receipt. For more information email: holdenbnd@
gmail.com or call Dick at (239) 463-3993 

• Free Mental Health Services: Catholic Charities offers free 
mental health services for adults, children and families. 
Counselors can help resolve a wide variety of issues such 
as stress, anger, anxiety, relationship problems, trauma, 
depression, low self-esteem and grief. Call (239) 337-4193 

• Exclusive Use of Rights: All content on the St. John XXIII 
Parish website, including the Parish bulletin publication, 
and social media accounts are for the exclusive use of the 
Parish. It is unlawful for outside entities and organizations 
to use this content for promotion or other purposes without 
the express written permission of St. John XXIII and Diocese 
of Venice. For more information, please contact the Parish 
Office at (239) 561-2245 - 2020 Copyright St. John XXIII

What is Resurrection?

Why are eggs associated with Easter? Why are they 
such a powerful symbol of resurrection? Resurrection 
is transformation. The symbols of resurrection are 
many. So then, why eggs and Easter? An egg is totally 
changed. What is yellow and white liquid becomes 
alive with feathers and a chirp. If you look at the liquid 
of eggs alone, you would never tell what they would 
become. A liquid goo becomes a chicken – a sea gull, 
crow or magpie. Another Easter symbol is the seed, 
or acorn. You can look at a seed and never imagine 
what color it may turn out to have. Similarly with 
a caterpillar and butterfly. These are resurrection 
symbols because they become something else, totally 
unforeseen and beautiful. And yet there is continuity: 
the egg becomes a chicken; an acorn becomes an oak-
tree; a caterpillar becomes a butterfly.
There are also human resurrection symbols: persons 
recovering from drug addiction or alcoholism become 
what they have despaired of happening. They are 
the same persons, but now transformed; they have 
new life, new hopes, and new possibilities. Another 
resurrection symbol might be a teenager becoming an 
adult: he or she is the same, but different with the new 
beauties of maturity.
The resurrection is an invitation to look around to see 
transformation, to see what is evil being changed, 
what is immature becoming adult; what appears inert 
like an egg or seed sprouting life.
But for the Christian, the resurrection has a still richer 
meaning. Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures and that he was buried, and that he was 
raised on the third day according to the scriptures.
The first thing we can see is that Jesus “was raised 
on the third day.” Who raised him? The Father by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (see Romans 1:3-4; 8:11). 
When we look at the resurrection appearances we 
notice that Jesus is not at first recognized by those 
who loved him and who were his close associates 
or disciples. The exception seems to be the Beloved 
Disciple who had special insight (see John 20:8; 21:7). 
The others come to faith; indeed faith was necessary 
to identify Jesus. The Risen Jesus is then the same but 
different. This can be put in another way by saying that 
Jesus is not resuscitated, but is resurrected.
Christ is risen, and has promised to take us with him. 
This life is not the end; we too will be transformed in 
endless life and beauty. Human life is good, but it will 
end. The resurrection gives hope and meaning to our 
existence here. We will be raised in His glory. 



https://www.shutterstock.com/explore/royalty-free-images

EASTER MESSAGE

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!
I wish to extend my Easter Greetings, and rejoice with you in the 
joy of the Resurrection. I pray that the Easter “Alleluia”, which 
echoes forth from the Church, will refresh the hearts of all the 
Faithful. 
This Easter Season also brings us the hope that the worst of the 
Pandemic is somehow behind us and that we are drawing close 
to the time when our Parish Churches can once again resound 
with the voices of all the Faithful. Throughout history, God has 
miraculously provided: new vaccines promise protection from 
the virus and new therapeutics are beginning to thwart the worst 
effects of the Coronavirus. In the near future, it is my prayer that 
we will be able to embrace the full practice of our faith once 
again together and without fear. 
Let us rejoice fully in the Praise of God this Easter. Through the 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have been 
made new in the waters of Baptism and become co-heirs to life-
eternal. Christ did not forget us during these difficult days, but 
has been with us! He has strengthened the weak, comforted 
the dying, and inspired health care workers, scientists, grocery 
store workers, clergy and others who provide essential services, 
to help them persevere. Learning from Christ’s compassion has 
also led us to protect and care for the lonely elderly, sick and 
vulnerable of our brothers and sisters. 
Easter is a time for us to be courageous witnesses to your Faith. Our 
family, friends, and neighbors need to hear the joyful message of 
Easter — Jesus Christ is Lord, and we have life in His name! May 
our hearts be opened to the need for something greater than 
ourselves. In this time when all things seem virtual, people are 
hungry for what is real, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. Be witnesses of Christ this Easter Season. 
Know of my prayer for each of you and your family. I kindly ask 
the same of you. Let the light of the Risen Christ, symbolized 
by the Paschal Candle which shines in our churches during the 
Easter season, shatter any darkness you are experiencing. Allow 
the joyful Alleluia to refresh your faith, hope, and love.  
Have a Happy and Blessed Easter.  

from: Bishop Dewane
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Special Thank You
Father Bob and the St. John XXIII staff, would 
like to thank all the volunteers, ministries 
and Barbara Lange, who made Holy Week 
so wonderful. Your dedication allows us to 
appreciate the beauty of the Easter season!

Thank you for your continued love and support 
to our Parish Community!

Join Us!
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

The St. John XXIII Liturgical Ministries are always open 
to new volunteers interested in serving our parish 
community. We can use bright, smiling faces at the 
doors of the Church welcoming all those who enter, 
as well as, friendly faces inside the Church guiding our 
congregation to their pews. We are also continuously 
searching for volunteers who feel a calling to bring the 
Body and Blood of Christ to their brothers and sisters 
through the Eucharistic Ministry. 

For more Information: 
If you have an interest in volunteering as an Usher, 
Greeter, or Eucharistic Minister, please call the parish 
office at (239) 561-2245 to speak with:
Bethany Myers, Liturgy Coordinator
email: bethany@johnxxiii.net

“for it is in
that we receive.”

giving
- St. Francis of Assisi

by: J. Conroy

John 20:1-9 - The Empty Tomb  
St. John’s story of the discovery of the Empty Tomb 
stresses several important elements: First, consistent 
with the Synoptic accounts, it is Mary of Magdala that 
first discovered that Jesus had arisen from the dead.  
Here she brings the news to Peter, who, with the 
“beloved disciple” ran to the tomb. Second, it is Peter 
who first looks in; the younger “other disciple” accedes 
to Peter’s social place among the disciples. Finally, 
the younger “saw and believed.” St. John will later say 
that he wrote his Gospel so that others who have not 
seen might believe.  This “seeing and believing” is less 
powerful than “not-seeing and believing.” This latter 
state was the state of the Evangelist’s community...
and is the state of our community. Thus, St. John would 
actually place our faith on a higher level than those of 
Peter and the Beloved Disciple. Interesting concept....

REDRED  Signifies all the love Jesus 
showed.

PURPLEPURPLE  Signifies the sadness  
of this death.

ORANGEORANGE  Signifies the setting 
sun on that faithful Good Friday.

BLACKBLACK  Signifies the nights Jesus 
spent in the tomb.

YELLOWYELLOW  Signifies the brightness 
of the Easter morning sun.

PINKPINK  Signifies our joy.

WHITEWHITE  Symbolizes the Easter 
candle. 

GREEN GREEN Symbolizes the hope, 
promise and new life of spring.

A bag of jellybeans colorful and sweet is 
a remembrance, a prayer, and a treat. 
Have a wonderful Easter!

EASTER JELLY BEAN PRAYER

Reflections



Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

St.St.  John  XXIIIJohn  XXIII
 Catholic Church

    03-28-21         03-29-20        Difference
Offertory  $40,711.00          $5,848.00     $34,863.00
Building Fund    $5,940.00          $6,313.00           ($373.00)
Total   $46,651.00       $12,161.00           $34,490.00
Mass Attendance      2696                   0  
Registered Families    3542                   3741

No money is kept on Church property. Thank you for your continued generosity!

*Please make your checks payable to “St. John XXIII” 

 2021 Catholic Faith Appeal
2021 Goal   $492,000.00 
Pledge    $228,548.80    
% of Goal   46.45%
% of Households  11.43%
Payments   $150,903.06  

“I bequeath the greater of $_____ or _____% of the 
residue of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 
successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice 
in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, For the 
benefit of St. John XXIII Catholic Parish, in Fort Myers, Inc.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by 
you and your attorney.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude 
to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give 
establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 
the Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its 
many ministries.
PLEASE NOTE: Leaving money to the Parish in your will 
is not assessed and 100% goes to the parish.
The following is possible wording for including a bequest 
in your will:

Remember St. John XXIII

Weekly Financials

For more information, 
questions, or wish to 
consider a gift annuity 
or trust for St. John 
XXIII Catholic Church, 
then please email:

Planning Your Will
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For Good, For God, Forever
St. John XXIII now has an endowment fund with 
the Catholic Community Foundation, which is 
designed to help provide long-term sustainability 
for our parish far beyond our lifetimes. 
The principal of the endowment fund remains intact, 
while a portion of the investment earnings are 
used to support the parish.
Please consider supporting the endowment fund 
or establishing your own fund to benefit St. John 
XXIII. For more information email our parish office 
manager, Holly Atkins: holly@johnxxiii.net

Donors give THROUGH, not to the 
FOUNDATION
The Catholic Community Foundation helps create 
lasting Catholic legacies by working with you to 
provide long-term support and sustainability to 
the Catholic entities and programs about which 
you care most, like St. John XXIII Parish. The 
foundation ensures that your gifts will always be 
used in the manner you intended and is the only 
community foundation in Southwest Florida that 
invests all gifts in alignment with the teachings our 
Catholic faith.
The Catholic Community Foundation offers a wide 
range of gifting options including endowment/
scholarship funds, charitable gift annuities, donor 
advised funds and more. The foundation can also 
help you coordinate a bequest of other estate gifts 
through your will or trust. 

ENDOWMENT FUND

NEW



MOVE OVER 

     Easter Bunny
by: Father Angelo S. Arrando
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Continued on Next Page

Another Easter is here and what a different this 
Easter will be!  We are slowly gathering with family 
and friends, joining Church Masses via livestream 
or in person with social distancing.

Easter, along with Christmas, are the two pillar 
celebrations of the Christian faith that define what 
Christianity is really about. How can the world 
perceive what Christmas and Easter are about 
by the way far too many of us have outwardly 
celebrated these holi(y)days in the past. Santa, 
Rudolph and Frosty have taken over Christmas and 
we have forfeited Easter to the bunny, colored eggs 
and hoards of candy.  What can the world perceive 
from these trite usurpers and far more importantly, 
how can these usurpers address the current 
condition the world finds itself in – fear, isolation, 
uncertainty, and growing numbers of deaths to the 
Coronavirus.  

Easter is the central celebration of Christianity 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. Easter is not about a dead Jesus becoming 
animated after three days.  Rather, the resurrection 
of Jesus is the faith affirmation that Jesus is alive 
and well and present today in real and vital ways.  
First and foremost, Jesus is vitally present in His 
followers. The Resurrection for Christians is not 
merely the triumph of light over dark, mercy over 
vengeance, life over death. It is the ongoing of 
Jesus’ presence in the world and in every person.  
Through Jesus’ resurrection humanity takes center 
stage.  Christian faith centered on the resurrection 
calls Christians to view our world in a different light.

Christians must believe that Jesus is now present 
in every aspect of creation and actively present 
in the gathering of His followers and continues to 
empower His followers to live life as He taught. In 

the glare of history, forever, He stands the Jesus of 
Israel, the Christ of Christians, a tragic figure who 
belongs to the ages, but in the resurrection Jesus 
becomes a signpost pointing to another way we 
human beings should be living with one another.  
For Christians our world is unthinkable without 
Jesus. And yet far too many Christians go on as if 
he never existed.  We have hollowed His words and 
challenges.  

We Christians have transgressed again to the way our 
world was before he came, died and rose. Human 
life today is still not about human beings. In our 
time, as in His time, human begins are exploitable, 
expendable, disposable, and dispensable. We are 
confronted today with discovering where Jesus is 
in all that challenges us.

In a market economy where we turned unnecessary 
products into absolute necessities, we reduce 
human beings from our first priority; human beings 
always come second to money. Our aggressive, 
assertive, competitive, predatory world is further 
away from valuing human beings today than it was 
in the days of Jesus Christ.

Jesus still draws a crowd. People still go wild over 
Jesus. So famous is Jesus now that no one pays 
attention to His vision anymore.  We read and read 
the gospels so often that after a while the words 
lose their meaning – they all begin to sound like 
“Have a nice day!”

Relegating Easter to the bunny, colored eggs and 
hordes of candy, the way of Jesus lost its edge, its 
oddness, its deep kind of living, its deeper kind 
of loving that involves a deeper kind of relational 
existence.  The prospect of an alternative humanity 
is still the offering Jesus puts forward to us. But 



“Get out of the 
way, bunny!”

to give love, to receive love according to the 
standard established by Jesus, we must undergo a 
foundational change, a transformation of a deeply 
religious nature, a recapturing of the risen Christ in 
our midst.

God so loves us human beings that God has always 
intervened in our human affairs to keep on the 
straight and narrow way of attending to each 
others’ needs, making others’ needs our own.

As Christians, we are called to find our compass in 
Jesus. When asked who we are and what life means 
to us, it is to Jesus that we point. It is his kind of life 
we would love to live.

Like us, Jesus had to ask himself every day, “How 
shall I live today?” Like us, who Jesus was and 
who he ultimately became was worked out in the 
personal center of His own soul.

Like us, without grandeur, beset by setbacks and 
through drab, dull, wet, cold ordinary days, Jesus 
played the hand that life dealt him. Jesus made do 
with what life gave him. Jesus endured what life did 
to him.

Like our own lives, the life of Jesus took the form 
of a story. When His human life was over, His story 
was shaped by the decision He made to live the life 
He lived. Jesus pointed us down a road we human 
now can take.

What Jesus was, He asked us to become. What 
Jesus did, He asked us to do. He was the love He 
asked us to live. He was the humility He asked us to 
imitate. He was the poverty He asked us to practice.

Jesus walked us through. Jesus showed us how. 
What Jesus did is doable. It is our turn to do it now. 

This is what Jesus means when He says to each of 
us, “Come, follow me.”  

The love for other human beings that Jesus calls 
for is not from some other realm foreign to our 
own.  It is here-on-earth love.  Jesus comes back 
and lives again in any person of our own time who 
see in other persons what He saw, who feels for 
others what He felt.  Christians are called to turn 
our planet into a person-centered world and this 
is as much a religious endeavor today as it was in 
the days of Jesus.  It puts one immediately into a 
countercultural posture.

How much easier it is to allow the Easter bunny 
to take center stage. However, the bunny cannot 
fulfill the hopes and aspirations of a human race 
that continues to struggle to find meaning of its 
existence. Christians, empowered by the risen 
Christ, ought to be living witnesses of God’s 
ongoing love affair with the human race and caring 
for others as they believe God takes care of us.  
“Whatever you did to the very least you have done 
to me!  What you have failed to do to the very least 
you have failed to do to me” continues to be the 
challenge and the edge of our Easter celebration.

A BLESSED EASTER TO ALL
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You are invited to watch the new movie, ROE V. WADE, 
until Monday, April 26, via a special virtual screening 
before it is released to streaming platforms. Although 
we are kicking it off with bulletin announcements for 
April 9-26 (Divine Mercy weekend), the link is available 
now. Simply go to www.watchroevwade.com/florida 
On the landing page you can download and watch the 
film, for the discounted price of $12.99 plus $1.25 
transaction fee, in your home or on a mobile device.  
Although you cannot show it in a church or other 
public building, you may host a watch party at home, 
inviting family and friends (observing recommended 
social distancing).  Once you pay for it, you will have 
until April 26 to start watching it.  (If you can’t watch 
it in one sitting – just under 2 hours - you can resume 
within 30 days. If you want to watch it a second time, 
you would have to pay the fee again.)
The true story is a real drama!  If you find something 
you think is unbelievable, check the Fact Checker at 
www.roevwademovie.com for the source. You can 
watch the trailer there too. 
Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, Chairman 
of the USCCB Pro-Life Committee, encouraged every 
to see the film in his homily on January 28 at the Vigil 
for Life in Washington, DC, the night before the March 
for Life.  Attached are excerpts from that homily.
The movie is more than the true story about the most 
famous court case in America.  It’s the personal stories 
of people behind the movement to legalize abortion 
and those who fought valiantly against it.

WATCH THE MOVIE AT:
www.watchroevwade.com/florida 
Discounted Price from: April 9-26 
Watch at home or on your electronic device. 
For questions, call (941) 374-1068

 
 
 
 

HELP SAVE LIVES IN Fort Myers! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40daysforlife.com/Fort Myers 

You can protect mothers and children by 
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and 
fast for an end to abortion!  

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has 
inspired 1,000,000 volunteers! 

With God’s help, here are the proven results 
over 27 coordinated campaigns: 

• 18,000 babies saved from abortion 
• 211 abortion workers converted 
• 107 abortion centers closed 

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life in 
our community: 

• Vigil location: Public right-of-way 
outside Planned Parenthood located at:  
6418 Commerce Park Dr.    
1 block North of Daniels - Between 
Metro Pkwy & Plantation 

• Vigil hours:  9 am to 5 pm Mon-Sat 
• Local contact: Maureen 

40DaysforLifeFMSP@gmail.com         
or 239-823-6800  

• Learn more … get involved … and sign 
up for prayer times by visiting our 
campaign at the web address shown 
below! 

Thank You!
We would like to thank everyone who participated 
and supported the 40 Days for Life Spring Campaign. 
We celebrated the 395 BABIES that were saved 
since February 17!

We thank you for joining with us to stand up for life 
with prayer, song, and presentation by Steve Karlen. 
We were able to lift up our joy for life, our prayers and 
song to our God in Heaven for the precious unborn.
Thank you to Sophie for leading us in song and for 
Fr. Saji who led us in prayer.

Youth Rally



Divine Mercy Sunday
Join us for a very special celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday. Divine 
Mercy Sunday is the Sunday following Easter, April 11. There will 
be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
Veneration of St. Faustina’s relic, Veneration of the image of the 
Divine Mercy and confessions will be heard from 2:00-2:45pm in 
the Parish Life Center classrooms.
The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us 
— all of us. And, he wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater 
than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His 
mercy, and let it flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to 
share His joy.

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA:
Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine Mercy be preceded by a 
Novena to the Divine Mercy which would begin on Good Friday, 
April 2. He gave St. Faustina an intention to pray for on each day of 
the Novena, saving for the last day the most difficult intention of 
all, the lukewarm and indifferent of whom He said:
“These souls cause Me more suffering than any others; it was 
from such souls that My soul felt the most revulsion in the Garden 
of Olives. It was on their account that I said: ‘My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass Me by.’ The last hope of salvation for 
them is to flee to My Mercy.”
In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus told her:
“On each day of the novena you will bring to My heart a different 
group of souls and you will immerse them in this ocean of My 
mercy ... On each day you will be My Father, on the strength of My 
passion, for the graces for these souls.”

TO COMPLETE THE NOVENA:
EVERY DAY AT 3 RECITE THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET:
• April 2 - First Day:  Good Friday, April 2: Bring to Me All 

Mankind, especially all sinners
• April 3: Bring to Me the Souls of Priests and Religious
• April 4: Bring to Me All Devout and faithful souls
• April 5: Bring to Me those who do not believe in God and those 

who do not yet know me
• April 6: Bring to Me the souls of those who have separated 

themselves from my church
• April 7: Bring to Me the meek and humble souls and the souls 

of little children
• April 8: Bring to Me the souls who especially venerate and 

glorify My Mercy
• April 9: Bring to Me the souls who are detained in purgatory
• April 10: Bring to Me souls who have become lukewarm

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY PLENARY INDULGENCE: In a spirit 
that is completely detached from the affection for a sin, even a 
venial sin, take part in the prayers and devotions held in honor of 
Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our Father and 
the Creed, adding a devout prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. 
Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!”).

Jesus,I Trust inYou
To fittingly observe the Feast of Mercy, we should:
1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after Easter
2. Sincerely repent of all our sins
3. Place our complete trust in Jesus
4. Confess your sins to Jesus before that Sunday
5. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the Feast
6. Venerate* the Image of The Divine Mercy
7. Be merciful to others, through our actions, 

words, and prayers on their behalf.
*To venerate a sacred image or statue simply means 
to perform some act or make some gesture of deep 
religious respect toward it because of the person whom 
it represents   in this case, our Most Merciful Savior.
For a complete background and detailed information on 
Divine Mercy Sunday visit thedivinemercy.org

SUNDAY, APRIL 11: PARISH LIFE CENTER 3:00PM

FYI
CONFESSIONS: Will be held prior to 
Mass from 2:00-2:45pm in The Parish 
Life Center classrooms.
EUCHARISTIC COMMUNION and prayer 
at the 3:00pm service in the Parish Life 
Center.
PRAYER INTENTIONS for the Supreme 
Pontiff during 3:00pm service in the 
Parish Life Center.
NEW VIDEO: For more information on 
Divine Mercy Sunday from our own 
parishioner, Ryan Arciero, please follow 
this youtube link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZov0GPmDk8

Our Holy Fathers have told us that Divine Mercy is the 
greatest attribute of God, and it is especially needed in 
our modern, secular times. All are invited to attend our 
Divine Mercy Service to receive these powerful graces and 
blessings of Mercy. 
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National Donate Life Month (NDLM) was instituted by 
Donate Life America and its partnering organizations in 
2003. Celebrated in April each year, NDLM features an 
entire month of local, regional and national activities to 
help encourage Americans to register as organ, eye and 
tissue donors and to celebrate those that have saved lives 
through the gift of donation.
Donate Life America was inspired by the concept of 
the pinwheel for the 2017 National Donate Life Month 
artwork. A pinwheel evokes various images and meanings, 
but the strongest association revolves around opportunity 
and energy.
The pinwheel is symbolic of an instrument that turns 
obstacles into opportunities. The pinwheel’s ability to 
capture and pass on energy parallels one’s potential to 
make LIFE possible. Each Donate Life pinwheel has four 
sails supported by one stem, symbolizing the power one 
person has to be an organ, eye, tissue or living donor. For 
recipients, donation can turn sickness and injury into a 
second chance at life. For donors, their decision to register 
can turn a sorrowful time into a source of comfort for 
family as a result of renewed life for others.
The pinwheel reminds us that we all have the potential to 
capture and pass on life, comfort and hope to others by 
registering as a donor. This April, we encourage you to stop 
to feel the breeze, watch the pinwheels and think of the 
lives of those touched by donation and transplantation.
Thank you for your efforts in educating and registering 
others as organ, eye and tissue donors!

Register today to be an organ, eye and 
tissue donor at: RegisterMe.org

FFUUNN
FACTS

• The tallest Easter egg chocolate was made 
in Italy in 2011. It stood at 10.39 meters and 
weighed an astounding 7,200 kg.

• The art of painting eggs is called pysanka, 
which originated in Ukraine. It involves using 
wax and dyes to color the egg.

• The term Easter gets its name from Eastre, the 
Anglo-Saxon goddess who symbolizes the hare 
and the egg.

• The exchange or giving of Easter eggs actually 
dates back to before Easter and the giving of 
eggs is actually considered a symbol of rebirth 
in many cultures.

• Americans consume more than 16 million jelly 
beans during this holiday. That is enough jelly 
beans to circle the globe not once, not twice, 
but three times.

• Peep peep! Did you know Americans buy 
more than 700 million marshmallow Peeps 
during Easter? This makes Peeps the most pop-
ular non-chocolate Easter candy.

• During the Easter holiday, more than 90 million 
chocolate bunnies, 91.4 billion eggs and 700 
million Peeps are produced each year in the 
United States alone.

• Next to Halloween, Easter is the biggest can-
dy consuming holiday of the year. Good thing 
they are almost six months apart, perfect for 
your yearly dentist check-ups!

EASTEREASTER

Happy Easter



Catho l i cCommuni ty
HAPPENINGS

Divine Mercy Action Guide: The USCCB Pro-Life Secretariat 
has prepared an Action Guide for the Second Sunday 
of Easter, the Sunday of Divine Mercy: www.usccb.org/
resources/divine-mercy-action-guide 
Televised Mass for the Homebound: For those who 
are unable to attend Mass due to medical or physical 
limitations, the Diocese of Venice offers a televised Mass 
each Sunday. For viewers in the northern portions of the 
Diocese, the Mass airs at 9:30am on the CW Network; and 
for those in the southern portions of the Diocese, the Mass 
is at 10:30am on WFTX-TV (FOX-4).
Protecting God’s Children Online in a Hyper Digital Age 
with Liz Repking: The Diocese of Venice is offering free 
sessions for parents on Wednesday, April 15, 6:30-8pm at 
St. Francis Xavier in Ft. Myers. Topics include: cyber bullying, 
online predators, sexting, online gaming, creating an escape 
or exit plan with parents. Appetizers and dessert will be 
served. Register by April 10 at: at dioceseofvenice.regfox.
com/protecting-gods-children-online-in-ahyper-digital-age 
Project Rachel Post-Abortion: Reconciliation and healing is 
available to you. For more information, please call: Sylvia at 
(941) 412-5860 e-mail: project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org 
or visit: www.hopeafterabortion.com 
Spiritual Adoption Program: You are invited to register 
to spiritually adopt an unborn child in danger of abortion. 
Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/offices/respect-life/spiritual-
adoption-program and receive monthly updates on the 
development of the child in the womb. Call (941) 441-1101 
or email Berdeaux@dioceseofvenice.org
Novena of Masses for Life: Participate in a Mass near you 
and pray for life! Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife 
for the monthly schedule of Novena of Masses for Life. 
Marriage Prep Retreat for Couples over 55: The Office 
of Family Life is hosting a one-day sacramental marriage 
preparation retreat for those couples over 55 who are 
preparing for marriage or convalidation from 9am-5pm, 
Saturday, April 24 at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 1301 Center 
Road, Venice. Lunch is included. Pre-registration is required 
at https://dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/two-become-one
Safe Environment Training: The Diocese of Venice requires 
that all employees and those volunteers who work with 
children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and 
trained in Safe Environment prior to beginning employment 
or volunteering. For further details please visit https://
dioceseofvenice.org/offices/programs/safeenvironment/
Help Your Parish: Parishes face increased risk of financial 
shortfalls due to the pandemic.Please consider an online 
donation to your parish by visiting https://dioceseofvenice.
org/ways-to-give/parish-donations-online/
Catholic Charities Support: Financial support is needed 
during its response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To help, 
please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org/donate or send 
a check to: Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice Inc., 5824 
Bee Ridge Road, PMB 409, Sarasota, FL 34233-5065 
Informational Websites: Stay current with happenings in the 
Catholic Church: Whispers in the Loggia (whispersintheloggia.
blogspot.com), Catholic News Service (www.catholicnews.
com), CRUX (cruxnow.com), Bishop Barron (www.wordonfire.
org), Fr. Richard Rohr (cac.org/category/daily-meditations)
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THURSDAY, APRIL 15 - 6PM
FREE ZOOM EVENT
Registation Required:
www.faithandale.com

Guest Speaker:
DR. RYAN HANNING
(Professor of Church History and  
 Catholic Studies)

“Growing in Hope & Joy  
  in Times of Turmoil”

Women’s Guild

The St. John XXIII Women’s Guild is asking for your 
help to fund Pro Life Centers, Verity and Lifeline. We 
normally have a bake sale to raise money but because 
of COVID, we are unable to do so. Instead we are asking 
those who normally bake, to donate the amount that 
it would cost them to make their items. Also, those 
who normally purchase items, could donate what they 
would normally spend at the bake sale. Checks should 
be made out to St. John XXIII and on the envelope 
designate “WG” and put bake sale in the memo line. 
Donations may be mailed to the office or put in an 
envelope and placed in the offertory marked on the 
envelope Women’s Guild on checks write in the memo 
Women’s Guild. 

All proceeds will benefit Verity Pregnancy Center 
and Lifeline Family Center. Your help with the parish 
community is greatly appreciated!
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