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1. Renaissance Worldview

• We are entering a tremendous time for our 
world. A great explosion of advances in Art, 
Music, Literature, Mathematics, Science, 
Politics, Freedom and human cultural 
development .

• In the process we are opening the door to many 
very different worldviews……
Including worldviews that do not include God!

Common today, totally unheard of then! 



2. Super Saints 
1500’s – 1600’s

Most are themselves 
great reformers that 
work tirelessly, often 
facing great opposition 
inside and outside the 
Church, yet they 
managed to transform 
the Church. 



Reforming Religious Orders



Reforming Evangelization

Xavier
Faber

Loyola



Reforming Religious Freedom

More Fisher



New World Serving the Poor

St. Rose of Lima St. Martin De Porres



Reforming Secular Holiness
St. Francis De Sales St. Jane De Chantal



3. Protestant Reformation

Reform not Schism???
Martin Luther 1517

“95 Theses”/ Germany
Justification

Peace of Augsburg/ Council of Trent



Root causes of the Reformation

1. Nationalism: Cultural, Social, Political and 
Economic shifts in Europe. The inevitable 
clash between the powers of Rome and 
nation states. 

2. Problems & Abuses: Indulgences, building 
projects, Clergy as more civil authority than 
pastoral and spiritual servants.

Later, Theological Differences will lead to a wide split.



4. Protestant Leaders

Luther
Calvin

Henry VIII



John Wesley 1703-1791
Anglican Minister, England

Founder of the Methodist

“Evangelical Revival”



1500’s

1700’s

1600’s

Baptist in Colonies 1634
Roger Williams



5. The Last 100 Years
Rerum Novarum 1891:

Catholic Social Teaching- Leo XIII
Fatima, Portugal 1917:

Our Lady of the Rosary- Apparitions
Auschwitz, Poland 1941-42:

Maximilian Kolbe & Edith Stein are killed
Many tremendous men and women…

Padre Pio, Mother Teresa, John Paul II


